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The Captain’s Cookout is set for June 22, starting at
3:00pm, at the home of Pete and Sue Ellen Mohney.
Bring your main course to be thrown on the grill, and
any other food, snacks and drinks you might want.
The normal club snacks will be provided. This is
always one of our best parties each year, so you
want to be certain to be present for it!

Pete Mohney and I are Chair and Vice Chair of a
committee bidding to bring the 2004 Starfleet
International Conference to Birmingham. We believe
our bid looks really good, containing representation
from many chapters across Region 02.We had hoped
to find out who won the bid on February 15, based
on the written guidelines downloaded from Starfleet’s
web site. As we discovered, those guidelines are not
followed to the letter, and the decision for 2004 will
be made at the 2002 International Conference, in
August of this year.  Keep your fingers crossed!

After a two-year absence, the Hephaestus Yard
Sale was held at our home. As you will see later, the
yard sale brought in a total of $82.59. That’ll keep us
going for one more year!

Speaking of money, donations to the club are
always welcome. Now, however, there’s something
new you can do to make the chapter some money.
The Hephaestus now has a CafePress web site,
where you can order shirts, mugs, mousepads, and
other merchandise for the chapter. A small markup
has been added to each item, which will come to the
chapter. Feel free to browse
http://www.cafepress.com/ussheph for the merchan-
dise.

If you have an e-mail address, and you aren’t
receiving e-mail from me, then make sure I have it.
Send it to me at TrekNoid@aol.com, and I’ll add you
to the Hephaestus mailing list. This has become a
very convenient way to keep everyone in touch for
last-minute items (like the Captain’s Cookout refer-
enced above). Members and Subscribers alike are
welcome.

Another reminder here for all of you to contribute to
the Anvil. It doesn’t have to be anything major… do a
book review… or a movie review… or write a poem
or a story… Whatever you want, please send it in! or
e-mail it to Dennis Evans at theanvil@charter.net.
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Greetings,

Don't forget that this months Social Meeting, normally held at Pete and Sue
Ellen Mohney's home has been turned into a Movie Night.  We will be attend-
ing Star Wars: Episode II that evening, We may or may not be going by the
Mohney home afterward but that will up to the Mohney's. 

There is no word yet on what theater we will be going to and what time it will
start.  Most likely it will be the Regal Theater in Trussville or the Summit on
Hwy 280.  Stay tuned to our Email list for exact information.  Those not able to
real the list will be contacted by  phone with all the information.

May The Force Be With You.

Dennis

The April Business meeting was held at Barnes and Noble in Hoover.
With a meeting scheduled for April 1, there was a lot of concern that
some great prank would be pulled. Apparently, the prank was that no
prank would be pulled, as the meeting went quite smoothly, once more
than four chairs were found! The new books for April were reviewed, as
well as the upcoming Inner Worlds books. The upcoming Vulkon was
discussed briefly, and a quick report of the upcoming International
Conference was held. The

chapter held a brief discussion and vote for both the Region 02 2003
Summit Charity, and the Alabama Zone Coordinator. The meeting then
adjourned to general socializing and playing Star Trek Uno.

The April Social meeting was held at the home of Pete and Sue Ellen
Mohney.  Attendance was a little lighter than average, but included some vis-
itors to the chapter. The proceeds from the Yard Sale were disbursed, and
the totals (mentioned later) were reported. The upcoming Vulkon convention
was briefly discussed, and the crew stayed up until the wee hours of the
morning playing Dalmuti and Hearts.



Treasury
Report
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All times, dates and locations are subject to change without notice. Please con-
tact Captain Danny Potts or any other command officer before attending meet-
ings if you haven’t been in touch recently.

May 6 7:00 Business Meeting, Barnes and Noble

May 17 TBA Movie Night, Star Wars (FRIDAY NIGHT)

June 3 7:00 Business Meeting, Barnes and Noble

June 21 7:00 Social Meeting, Mohneys’ (FRIDAY NIGHT)

June 22 3:00pm Captain’s Cookout 

July 1 7:00 Business Meeting, Barnes and Noble

July 19 7:00 Social Meeting, Mohneys’ (FRIDAY NIGHT)

The following awards were won by the crew of the
USS Hephaestus at the 2002 Region 02 Summit:

Newsletter of the Year - The Anvil

Newsletter, Best Cover - The Anvil

Junior Member of the Year - Nick Mohney

Barbara Paul Superior Performance Award - Pete
Mohney

Pete Mohney was promoted to Rear Admiral at the
Region 02 Summit! Congratulations Pete! 

Danny Potts, after five years of reaching the finals,
managed to break through and win the crown of the
Great Dalmuti!

Previous Balance: 98.34
Income: 10.00 Donations

82.59 Yard Sale in come
Expenses: -15.00 Pizza

-11.31 Social Night
New Balance: 164.62

May 5 Marc Alaimo
May 8 Salome Jens
May 30 Colm Meaney
May 6 Mark Lindsay
May 11 Roy Green

May 12 Debra Burhite
May 15 Chris Floyd
May 24 Michelle Lindsay
May 26 Teresa Simpkin



Create Your Own Starfleet Business Cards

Good evening ladies and gentlemen,

With the upcoming convention (and, as such, membership
drive/recruiting) season coming, along comes the push for
fliers, business cards and such that people need to attract
new members.

The FDP Communications Department is here to try and
help!

We’ve made available a Business Card Template which
can be downloaded and easily used to create your own
Starfleet Business Cards. There are three versions avail-

able:

1) Adobe PDF Form - You simply need to fill out the indi-
vidual fields, and all of the cards on the page will be filled
out with your name, postal address, telephone number, E-
Mail and Web Addresses. This form cannot be saved for
future re-printing - you have to fill out the form each time
you wish to print cards. Best for those who want cards in
a short amount of time.

2) Microsoft Word Format - For those who wish to cus-
tomize the text, change the graphic, and save it for future
use. Best for those who are comfortable with Microsoft
Word, and who want to keep those changes for long term.

3) Adobe PageMaker 6.5 - For the truly advanced. You
can customize text, graphic, layout.

Currently, they’re available in english only, from the english
FDP Communications Web Site.

To use these templates, you’ll need to purchase the pre-
perforated business card sheets available for purchase
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There is a date on the mailing label on your Anvil, which shows your
Hephaestus expiration date, when you will cease receiving your
newsletter. I will include a renewal reminder note in your last Anvil,
encouraging you to renew. You can, of course, renew whenever you
like! It will always extend your membership by a year.

The following is a list of those whose Starfleet International member-
ship expiration dates are known (I have your Starfleet card with your
expiration date on it). Due to some problems with memberships not
being received, I’m going to take a closer hand in keeping up with

expirations, renewals and lost Communiques.

Member Expires

Ashley Murray 11/26/01

Becky Akins 05/31/02

Mark, Pamela and Michelle Lindsay 07/16/02

Neil and Lynnette Yawn 08/13/02

Dennis Evans 09/26/02

Roy Green 10/13/02

Pete, Sue Ellen, Nick and Katrina Mohney 10/13/02

Arthur Sheffield 12/08/02

Dean Brown 01/05/03

Nancy O’Shields 01/20/03

Sheila Benton 01/22/03

Danny, Denby and Matthew Potts 02/21/03

Cynthia Hebbard 03/01/03

Roger and Debra Burhite 03/03/03

Lisa Cardwell 03/09/03

Katie Cundiff 03/09/03

Randy Stephenson 03/09/03

Dean Meadows 03/09/03

Pat Simmons 04/14/03
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from your local Staples - these are the templates that have
a 0.5” margin on the top and bottom, and 0.75 margin on
the left and right.

So, where do you download your Business Card
Template? Just surf on over to the FDP Communications
Web site at:

http://blaser.tzo.com/fdp-comm/

It’s in under the “Downloads” page.

Questions, comments or suggestions, please feel free to
drop me a line at the address below.

FCapt. Dave Blaser

FDP Communications

International Charity News
Greetings Fleet!

I am pleased to announce the new Starfleet Stampede
Officer, Drum roll please..... Denise Wolff. Thank you to
all those that applied and I apologize it took so long to get
this started. I was waiting to get any kind of reply from
the original director of the program. Thanks to all the
applicants that showed interest in the program, I got some
very good resumes and choosing was difficult.

To all those that need to send there stack of stamps mail
them to:

Denis Wolff
PO Box 62351
N. Charleston, SC 29419

As for the Ronald McDonald House charities if you have
donations that you need to send, email me with your loca-
tion and I will find a local RMH near you. Please also
email me the amount and I will keep a database of it for
future use for awards and the like. If you have soda can

taps contact your local branch of the RMH to see if they
still participate in the Pop Top Program. The main charity
still does and If you have some that you cannot find a
home for, mail them to me and I will find a House that still
takes them and send them off.

My Addy is

Troy Pharis
156 Kimberly Way
Marietta GA 30064

Thank you all for your work with your local charities. I
have seen many posts of projects you all have started and
applaud anyone who would take time out of there life to
help others. As some one posted earlier this is what sep-
arates us in Starfleet from many other groups. If you have
an Idea for a fleet wide project email me and I will coordi-
nate what I can on my end.

Thanks for the bandwidth,

Troy Pharis
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Khitomer Peace Conference takes place in Atlanta.
Greetings Starfleet/KAG Member

I would like to invite you to participate in the upcoming Khitomer Peace Conference at the upcoming Vulkon Atlanta. The
convention will be held May 24-26, 2002. 

This May the guests in Atlanta will include James Doohan; Scotty from Star Trek in his LAST convention, John
Billingsley; Dr. Phlox from Enterprise, Barry Morse; Professor Bergman from Space 1999, J. G. Hertzler; General Martok
from Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, and Bruce Boxleitner, Captain Sheridan from Babylon 5. As Mr. Doohan is retiring
from conventions, we expect this to be his last convention. 

Members of KAG and Starfleet who register early using their membership card, will receive a special convention price to
participate in all convention activities as well as the Khitomer Conference. The special price is $50.00 for the Deluxe
Weekend pass. This is a $25.00 savings off the normal price. If you have not been to a Vulkon Atlanta lately, we
would suggest attending the May show to see just how much programming and varied events are offered. Just imagine
mingling with friends in the stocked consuite, browsing the awesome Art Show, spending time gaming, enjoying the mul-
tiple panels, and filking the night away.

If you have questions or comments regarding the conference, do not hesitate to contact Tonya Spanks (Starfleet) at
tlavette@aol.com or Steven Young (KAG) at qibtaj@yahoo.com. To view the most current information on Vulkon Atlanta
check the website at www.vulkon.com/atlanta. The Atlanta Vulkon website explains the purpose of the conference as
well as the various convention activities and pricing. We look forward to seeing you in Atlanta for the Khitomer
Conference.

Vulkon Atlanta

Membership Processing
Bill writes...

Thanks to Starfleet Membership Processing for an Outstanding Job!

Renewed on April 16th and received the Membership Package on April 24th !

Thanks very much, Bill, for taking a moment to tell the world you’re happy about your renewal experience with
Membership Processing. I’ll pass your words along to Sandy Berenberg and Gerry Sylvester, two members of the crew
who happen to be in the same hotel right now for the Region 1 Summit.

Also deserving of thanks are treasurer Tammy Willcox and her daughter Jessica, who’ve been helping with the credit
card transactions involved in processing membership applications. I’m pleased to announce that we’re starting to lighten
Tammy and Jessica’s workload effective today!

As I announced at the Region 1 Summit earlier today, Membership Processing has adopted PayPal as an online trans-
action provider. PayPal not only takes credit cards, but also allows online payments directly from a standard checking
account. It’s quick and easy to use, as well as secure and insured.

Today, we’re rolling out a “Membership Renewal Express Lane” to submit online renewals via PayPal for those with indi-
vidual memberships in the United States. Foreign and family memberships will soon follow.

If you’d like to renew your $15 individual U.S. membership, hop on over to the Express Lane and give it a try.

http://join.sfi.org/expresslane.html

More news to follow!

Rear Admiral Mark H. Anbinder
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STARFLEEt Motto Page

The New URL for the STARFLEET Motto Page is at
http://mywebpages.comcast.net/keptins/SFMotto.html

Thanks

“Capn Carl”

Fleet Captain Carl Lewis
CO, USS Dominator
STARFLEET Liaison to the OCP
STARFLEET Region One NC/SC Section Rep

Office of Fleet Historian Announcement
The Office of Fleet Historian is proud to announce a new
feature/page on the Historian Website, turn your browsers
to:

http://www.sfi.org/historian/space/index.html .

Click on the Russian Space Program link, and enjoy, this
page is in .pdf format.

LGen Scott A. Akers

Director, OFH

INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM SHATNER 
by Pete Mohney

I was approached by William Shatner’s production company for his
DVD, and asked to be their promotional representative to Starfleet
Region Two.  I accepted, and have been working with them for a cou-
ple of months.  On November 21, they set up a short phone call to
William Shatner, so I could interview him.  I discussed his recent proj-
ects, including the Mind Meld video, his movies, TV appearances, and
his relationship with some of the other Trek actors.

Shatner: “Hello?”

Mohney: “Hello!”

S: “Pete?”

M: “Yes!”

M: “How are you, Bill Shatner.”
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S: “Good, nice to speak to you today.”

M: “Thank you.”

M: “I really appreciate you taking the time to speak to me –“

S: “My pleasure.”

M: “I just have a few odds and ends of questions for you.  I had some friends over the other night,
and we watched Mind Meld.  Everyone really enjoyed it.  I was curious; other than the commercial aspect
of it, selling it and all that, how has it affected you and your relationship with Leonard Nimoy?”

S: “Well I think that Leonard and I got even closer as a result of that experience.  We didn’t know what was going
to happen, how it would work itself out, and the end result pleased us both, and I think therefore made us understand
how much we mean to each other.

M: “The Iron Chef special the other night –“

S: “Yes!”

M: “I was wondering, there is a second special scheduled to air, and after that, do you plan regular
specials, a weekly show, or what’s the plan?”

S: “We don’t know, it really depends on UPN, whether they’re going to order more.  I had so much fun doing it,
I’d certainly like to, but it’s up to them to see if they want to make some more Iron Chefs.”

M: “I saw you on Rosie O’Donnell, and on Conan O’Brien-“

S: “Yeah.”

M: “Very different shows, very different crowds, very different hosts.  You really played up to that.
Do you find it easy to adapt to changing like that?”

S: “I don’t think of it in those terms.  One has a job to do, and that is to go on those shows and be as interesting
as possible, so that people will listen to what it is you have to say, and then watch or buy whatever it is you’ve gone on
the show to sell.  It’s a very specific skill, to go up there and be instantly amusing, and each of those hosts require a lit-
tle something, a little pre-planning.”

M: “On Monday, you’ll be on the Weakest Link.  How would you describe your experience on that
show, and would like to do it again?”

S: “I raised some money for charity, and that was really good.  I had some fun with the hostess, and that was
good too.  I’m not allowed to tell you how I did.”

M: “I understand that.  Which charity were you raising the funds for?”

S: “The Hollywood Charity Horse Show, which disburses funds to children’s charities. 

M: “On your web site, it mentions that it will at some point have serialized fiction, and I was curious,
who’s going to be writing this fiction, and it also mentions items available in the online store, and I was
curious what you would be selling.”

S: “I’m not sure what we’ll be selling.  As for the fiction, it’ll be a new novel, written by Lizabeth Shatner-“

M: “Your daughter.”

S: “Right. L-I-Z-A, she likes to spell it that way.”

M: “In the past year or so, you’ve completed about five movies that haven’t come out yet – Falcon
Down, Shoot or Be Shot, The Shiva Club, American Psycho II, and Groom Lake.  Can you tell me about
your parts in those, and when you think they’ll be released?”

S: “Well, Shiva Club is not done.  That’s a movie I’d like to do in the spring.  Groom Lake, I’m in post-production
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on right now, I think it’s going to be terrific.  Shoot or Be Shot will be released in the middle of January.  Showtime will
be out in the summer time with Robert deNiro and Eddie Murphy.  American Psycho II, I don’t know what they’re going
to do.”

M: “What other people, particularly Trek actors, would you like to do a Mind Meld video with; I don’t
mean necessarily just for the commercial part of it, but for a chance to widen your relationship with
them?”

S: “Well, Patrick Stewart’s on my list, I’d like to do him.  And other than him, the world becomes then… I’d like to
try and do what I did with Leonard with as many interesting people as possible.”

M: “Last weekend, you were at the Kansas City Horse Show.  Could you tell me about that?”

S: “Well, I have American Saddle breads that I show every year and breed as well, and there is a very distin-
guished horse show in Kansas City in November called the American Royal.  I have gone there for many years, and this
year I was there, and I did some winning, and I did some near-winning, and all told we had a good show.  It’s a very
challenging sport, somewhat of an esoteric sport, but a very beautiful one.”

M: “The calendar on your web site, for the next two or three months, doesn’t really show you doing
anything.  Has it just not been updated, or are you taking some time off?”

S: “You mean until the beginning of the year?”

M: “I don’t think it really shows anything until March, when you’ve got that other big horse show, the
Hollywood Horse Show.”

S: “You mean about horses, or just activity?”

M: “Just in general.”

S: “No, I’ve got some things to do.  I can’t quite remember what.  But as for the horse shows, the horse shows
now turn down for the wintertime, everybody relaxes, and the horses are trained, and they recover from the previous
year’s activities and get ready for the fall and the coming year.  As for me professionally, I am hard at work on Groom
Lake, and I’m doing publicity for these various things I’m doing, and in January, Shoot or Be Shot is out.”

M: “And that will be a theatrical release?”

S: “I believe so, Austin and Minneapolis to being with.”

M: “I don’t know how much your people filled you in on me, I’m the head office of the southeast for a
Star Trek fan club called Starfleet.  A number of Star Trek actors from various shows have allowed them-
selves to become honorary members of Starfleet for donations to charity that they sponsor, and I was
curious if you’d be interested in doing so.”

S: “What do you mean, donations?”

M: “What happens generally is their particular name is auctioned off to all the chapters of Starfleet,
and that money is then donated to the charity that the actor sponsors.  Just recently there were two that
went through this process.  We’re always looking for more people.”

S: “I don’t want to support something that I don’t know, and I don’t know the club.”

M: “I guess we’ll move on then.  I noticed on a couple of sites that you are described as an avid ten-
nis player.  I play tennis myself, and I was personally curious, do you play mostly for fun, or are you real
competitive?”

S: “I compete against the ball machine, and the damn ball machine is always winning.”

M: “They never give up.”

S: “Yeah.  I play for fun.”

M: “Well, I’m afraid I’m out of questions.  Is there anything else you’d like to get out there about
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Mind Meld or Iron Chef or anything?”

S: “I think that Mind Meld would appeal to all Star Trek fans, as well as people who are just interested in human
beings.  It’s a look at how vulnerable and open two men can be when they are friends.  I think it’s a unique look that
people will get by watching this, and as you know it can be purchased exclusively on my website,
www.williamshatner.com.”

M: “I appreciate you taking the time to speak to me-“

S: “My pleasure.”

M: “Thank you very much!”

S: “Bye-bye.”

ENTERPRISE
Air Date Episode # Title
May 08 123 “Fallen Hero”
May 08 124 “Desert Crossings”
May 15 125 “Two Days and Two Nights”
May 22 126 Shockwave (Season Finale)

Episode Title: “Fallen Hero”

Synopsis/Episode Description:

As the episode opens, T’Pol is telling the crew about the
planet of Risa, where the Enterprise is headed for some
much-needed shore leave. But the ship doesn’t make it
there (at least not until ‘Two Days and Two Nights’ two
weeks later), as halfway along the journey the ship is
reassigned to head to the planet Mazar to pick up a
Vulcan Ambassador.

The Ambassador is being expelled from the planet due to
alleged criminal misconduct. In actual fact, the ambassa-
dor is on a special mission, and has difficulty telling Archer
exactly what is going on. Things get even more complicat-
ed for Archer when the Enterprise is pursued by the
Mazarite equivalent of the mafia, leaving it to fight its way
to the Vulcan rendez-vous point.

‘Fallen Hero’ will see Archer push the Enterprise to Warp 5
for the first time ever. In addition, in this episode we will
learn that joint fleet operations with the Vulcans have
been re-established.

Episode Title: “Two Days and Two Nights””

Synopsis/Episode Description:

TrekToday posted detailed plot info on ‘Two Days And Two
Nights,’ an upcoming Enterprise episode that will see the
crew relaxing on the well-known pleasure planet Risa. 

In ‘Two Days And Two Night,’ many of the ship’s senior
officers enjoy a well-earned holiday. . Archer spends his
holiday in a luxurious villa, but soon meets an alien
woman named Keyla. Reed and Trip get in trouble when
they try to pick up what they think are two beautiful alien
women. Hoshi Sato meets Ravis, a young alien man who
shares her interest in languages. And Mayweather man-
ages to get himself critically wounded and into a Risan
hospital.

Risa has been mentioned in many Star Trek episodes, and
has previously been seen in two: TNG’s ‘Captain’s Holiday’
and the less-than-classic DS9 episode ‘Let He Who Is
Without Sin...’

Episode Title: “Desert Crossing”

Synopsis/Episode Description:

The U.S.S. Enterprise’s ‘Sailors of the Year’ recently visited
their fictional 22nd counterpart to film guest appearances
in an upcoming Enterprise episode. 

Aviation Electronic Technician First Class Robert Pickering,
Aviation Electrician’s Mate Second Class Timothy
Whittington and Personnelman Third Class Sara Elizabeth
Pizzo were invited to appear on the series after they were
singled out by the United States Navy for their exceptional
service, according to a report on PRNewswire. 

Pickering, Whittington and Pizzo filmed their scenes in the
episode ‘Desert Crossings’ on Tuesday, March 7. While on
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the set they presented executive producers Rick Berman
and Brannon Braga with a plaque thanking the cast and
crew of Enterprise for their support while the U.S.S.
Enterprise was serving in the war against terrorism. 

Episode Title: Shockwave

Synopsis/Episode Description:

“The final episode will deal a lot with that [the temporal
cold war], as will the first episode of next year, and you’ll

learn a lot more about it,” he said. 

The producer also discussed exploring the foundations of
the Federation, saying, “Over the course of the seasons,
we definitely want to get into, how did it all come to be?
How did this thing called the Federation happen? How did
they become part of the intergalactic neighborhood? How
did they earn respect? That’s all going to be part of the
show, for sure. We will be hinting at it early next season.”

Ira Steven Behr’s ‘Deep Space Memoirs’
3 years after the end of
DS9, is Ira totally out of
the Trek world now? 

“No, I still talk to Star Trek
magazines (smiles), Ron
Moore [one of the show’s co-
executive producers] just
called me. I just spoke to
Rene [Auberjonois, who
played the shape-shifter
Odo]. Michael Piller [the
series’ co-creator] just sent
me his new pilot to look at,

so I’m very much still connected.”

If Paramount asked him to help create a DS9
movie, would he be interested? 

“In a heartbeat, but the chances of them doing a Deep
Space Nine movie are slim and none!”

Why?

“I think it came to make everyone just a little bit uncom-
fortable. It was a show that went off the boundaries of
what was going to be allowed and not allowed in terms of
the Star Trek franchise. I believe that the future lies in
these books that I hear they are doing to continue it. I
just think it’s much easier to have the Enterprise back. To
have a ship back. It’s a lot safer. Deep Space Nine was a
bold experiment. It did not have the ratings.”

Maybe so, but the show has been critically
acclaimed by many fans and magazines (including
TV Zone): “We liked it! 

We wrote it for ourselves and we had a blast! Not only
was it the best of the [Star Trek] shows, it was also the
one series that had no true resolution, in a sense. It needs
some sort of movie to resolve it as they left it open-ended.
We were lucky to do it. We were lucky to do it under the
circumstances that we got to do it. It was really a long

shot that they would leave us alone as much as they did
leave us alone. Even Rick [Berman - Star Trek’s overall
boss during Ira’s days on Deep Space Nine] at one point
stepped back and basically said ‘Well, you’re going to do it
whether I say yes or no anyway!’ It was such a good
experience and now it’s over, it’s still great. I told the writ-
ers this during the waning days of the show: appreciate
what you have now because when it’s over, it’s not going
to be that easily recaptured.”

Has Ira watched any of the post-DS9 Trek shows? 

“Am I going to watch [Enterprise]? ....Am I going to tune
in? ...No... Did I ever watch Voyager? ...No... But that’s
not a reflection on the shows...You can’t commit to some-
thing for so many years and do it as intensely as you have
to with a TV show and then still be at that place where
you need more and you need to see what is going on. I
don’t need it. I need the people. I miss the people. I still
talk to Jeff Combs [who played the recurring roles of both
Weyoun and Brunt]. I see Jeff all the time.”

Does Ira attend any Trek conventions? 

“They never ask me, everyone thinks I don’t want to do
that. That’s the thing - people think that I have a problem
with Star Trek conventions and the simple answer is no
one ever asks me! I did it three times, I think, over the
years altogether. Now if I do an interview I have to sit
here with the Deep Space Nine Companion to jog my
memory. Ha ha! A friend of mine e-mailed me from Texas
and said he had a friend that had some questions about
Deep Space Nine. Stuff about religion and the Bajorans,
and I said ‘Tell her to go out and buy the Deep Space
Nine Companion.’ I don’t get a dime for it, but that’s not
the point. Everything we wanted to say about Deep Space
Nine is pretty much in that book.”

How hard was it to create the various names used
for the characters/planets over the show’s run? 

“People are always wondering why and how...why we
chose this or that, and the truth is a lot of it is serendipity.
You have to call people something and come up with
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names. The funniest of all for me was how many people
came up to me and said ‘Wow, latinum! That is such a
cool name to bring back the idea of money. Latinum is so
good and it’s such a great name and has a good feel to it.’
He looked at me with a totally incredible look on his face
when I just said ‘platinum’. All we did was take off the ‘p’
basically, but everyone was coming up and going ‘Wow
that’s a great name! Latinum, how on Earth did you come
up with that?!’”

TNG – The Serious Generation of Trek 

“Look, when I first came to The Next Generation they said
‘You can’t go down to the set at all. You’re not allowed.’
Writers were ‘not allowed’ down to the set! To me The
Next Generation was - as I’ve always said - the
Connecticut of the Star Trek series. It was very white. It
seemed very white bred, very clean... I liked Gene
[Roddenberry, the creator of the original Star Trek and
The Next Generation] and I’d like to think that I knew
Gene a little bit and got to work with Gene a little bit, but
TNG was an attempt by Gene after many years to come
up with something serious. The original series was looked
back on more as the swashbuckling Kirk and all that of
kind of bullshit, whether it’s true or not. I’m just talking
about its perception here, and Gene wanted to do some-
thing more serious.”

“Everyone was so goddamn serious about that show and it
just really annoyed me! That was one of the reasons why
I left. It was great to write for Patrick Stewart. It was
great to write for Data [Brent Spiner]. I loved Jonathan
Frakes [who played Commander Riker] as a guy. He’s just
the best guy. But as a show.…well, let’s just say Space
anomalies are not my thing!”

OK, what kind of Sci-Fi do you like? 

“My Science Fiction... Hmmm. What I always liked... what
I consider Science Fiction - and this is even a cliche to say
it, and I’m embarrassed to even say it - but Phillip K Dick.
That was my guy. JG Ballard was my guy. Thomas Dish
was my-guy. Lucius Shepherd, people like that. What I
consider the real high end. I’m interested in John Shirley’s,
stuff. He’s not really Science Fiction, he’s more cyberpunk,
but he’s a good friend. What I liked about Star Trek was
the characters. The chance to explore characters. That
was great. And the Sci-Fi setting was just a safe way to do

it because you can get away with a lot of stuff that you
otherwise can’t get away with. We had someone in a
wheelchair and no one would be asking ‘Why do you have
someone in a wheelchair?’” 

Did Ira find it more satisfying to write the comedy
episodes of DS9?

“Absolutely. I came out here with a Taxi spec script. The
only spec script I ever wrote was a Taxi. That is the truth
and I did get hell from Armin [Shimerman], Rene and a lot
of people who didn’t want to do the comedy stuff. They
didn’t like the. comedy. I thought of Deep Space Nine as a
comedy of manners. I mean, we threw it as far to comedy
as we could go, and we had actors and directors up in
arms, going ‘We can’t play this! We don’t have the time to
for the comedy chops!’ It would get quite frustrating for
everyone.”

Huh?

But Armin and Rene were so good in the comedy
episodes! “Well, after seven years of trying to get people
to be funny... I mean even Rene, who is a very, very funny
actor, but he didn’t sign on to that Space station to do
comedy. So even he was a little taken back by it. But after
doing Deep Space Nine it was really hard to think about
what I was going to do and having an hour television
show that was giving me the total luxury of doing whatev-
er I wanted. When we wanted to get into religion, we’d
start talking about religion. If we wanted to do alternate
universe stuff we’d do alternate universe stuff. We did
everything we wanted to do. It’s going to be tough to find
that kind of freedom again. To go to another hour show
just seemed what was I going to do. It was a great place
to be. And I feel very fortunate to have experienced that
and I met a lot of people that I really care about.”

Rumour has it that some people actually watched
the show!!

“It’s funny. Bill, one of the assistants on Deep Space Nine,
said that I’m just so out of touch and that I forget some-
times. He goes on the Internet and tells me that they still
talk about the show. And I’m like ‘They do?!’ He shocks
me. It’s not something I get to experience a lot in my
daily life. So the fact that anyone ever watched the show
has always surprised me. I’m constantly surprised.”
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Michael Dorn Talks Klingon Grudges And
Wedding Vows.
By Ian Cullen

In a new interview with Ian Spelling for STAR TREK
MONTHLY. Michael Dorn talks about his role in Star Trek
‘Nemesis’ as well as a new exciting project he is involved
with.

“This is the longest stretch I’ve gone without playing
Worf” Dorn notes. “I think it was only a year between
doing one of the first of our Star Trek films (Star Trek-
Generations) and Star Trek (Deep Space Nine). It was
probably less than a year. Getting back into character this
time was an interesting process for me. I don’t know if I
really did get back into character. Worf is not the focus of
Star Trek-Nemesis. And that’s fine. That’s just part of the
deal”.

One element of the new movie is we will be seeing the
TNG cast move on with their lives. However there is no
reference in ‘Nemesis’ to the Worf and Troi relationship we
seen played out in the seventh season of ‘Star Trek: The
Next Generation. But this was not for any lack of trying on
Michael Dorns part.

“They don’t touch on it,” the actor says. “Worf’s not just a
face in the crowd at the wedding, but he doesn’t deal with
the fact that Riker and Troi are getting married. There are
no lines in there that deal with that whole situation. I had
discussions with (Director-Stuart Baird and screenwriter-
John Logan) about it. I said, ‘it would be funny and inter-

esting to have Worf do something, maybe grumble or
snarl a little when Picard makes his toast to Riker and
Deanna’. I thought it would be funny to have him shoot a
look at Deanna during the vows, but they just didn’t want
to deal with it”.

“The Director said that he felt Worf had moved on with his
life, that his relationship with Deanna was in the past, and
that he doesn’t hold a grudge,” he continues. “And I
thought, ‘Wait, do you know who Worf is? This guy would
hold a grudge for 100.000 years if he could live that long!
But for some reason, they didn’t want to deal with it. So
we just let it go”.

All in all Dorn enjoyed shooting the wedding scenes of the
movie. “Everybody was there, plus we had Whoopi
(Goldberg-back as Guinan) and Wil (Wheaton, back as
Wesley Crusher) on the set for a day. Everybody was
hanging out and talking and catching up. Plus we all
looked good, too. We had our dress uniforms on. So it
was pretty cool”.

In spite of the break between Star Trek Movies, Dorn has-
n’t been letting the grass grow under his feet, and has
been working on a new sitcom, called ‘Through the Fire’.

“It’s a sitcom about a New York Times theatre critic and a
New York stage actress,” Dorn says with enthusiasm.
“They meet on a blind date and the first time they lay
eyes on each other it’s explosive, because she hates crit-
ics, and a few minutes before he arrives at their mutual
friends house for dinner she splashes him with mud. He
doesn’t know who she was and she doesn’t know who he
is when it happens. That’s basically how it starts out. I’m
playing the critics and Anne Marie Johnson is the actress.
Marina Sirtis (ST: TNG’s Councillor Troi) plays our mutual
friend, who sets me up with Anne Marie. I thought of
Marina immediately for the role.

Dorn is currently trying to find a TV Network to buy his
Through The Fire sitcom, so look out for it in the 2002/02
Tv line up.

Dec. 13th Release Date for ‘Nemesis’?

The Upcoming Movies website reports that Star Trek:
Nemesis will now open on December 13, 2002. This
information has not been confirmed by Paramount or any
other official outlet at this time.
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2002 CONVENTIONS

VULKON: May 24-26, 2002.  Atlanta, GA.  RATES: Weekend: Autographs/Reserved Seating: $75/person, Saturday only
- Autographs/Reserved Seating: $40/person, Sunday only - Autographs/Reserved Seating: $40/person, Children 10 and
younger are free except for reserved seating where the membership is $10 (no autographs). Banquet Tickets are
$50/person. HOTEL: Marriott Century Center, 2000 Century Blvd, Atlanta, GA. 30345. (404) 325-0000.  HOTEL-RATES:
$74 (you must reserve by April 23, 2002).  GUEST: Barry Morse, John Billingsley, Bruce Campbell (invited, but not con-
fired).  EVENTS:  Not posted until April, more information will be posted at that time at the Vulkon web site at:
http://vulkon.com/atlanta/a-stars.htm

DEEPSOUTHCON 40: June 14th-16th, 2002.  Huntsville, AL.  RATES: $30 through May 28, 2002. HOTEL: Hilton INN,
401 Williams Avenue SW, Huntsville AL 35801. (256) 533-1400.  HOTEL-RATES: Special convention rates $79 S/D, $85
T/Q, plus tax.  GUEST: Alan Rich, Bob Eggleston, Nicki and Rich Lynch, Connie Willis.  EVENTS: Art Show, Dealer
Room.  For more information E-mail at dsc40@con-stellation.org, or write (include a self addressed stamped envelope)
to DeepSouthCon 40, P.O. Box 4857, Huntsville Al. 35815-4857.  Visit their web site at: http://www.con-
stellation.org/dsc40

SCI-FI SUMMER: July 5-7, 2002. Atlanta, GA.  RATES: $15 until May 1, 2002, Group rates (5) people: $75 / $10 for
each additional member.  HOTEL: Marriott Century Center, 2000 Century Blvd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30022. (404) 325-0000.
HOTEL-RATES: Special Rate $79.  GUEST: George Lowe, Lisa M. Getto, Gwen Knighton.  EVENTS: Dealer’s Room,
Art Show, Sci-Fi Gong Show, Klingon Theater, Panels on (Do Comics really NEED Big-Busted Women?)-(Lord Of The
Rings: Now What?)-(Why Aren’t Online Comics Successful?)-(The Changing Face of Sci-Fi Cons)-(How To Put Together
a SF show).  For more information E-mail joeve@bellsouth.net.  Visit their web site at: http://www.sci-fi-summer.com/

SHORE LEAVE 24: July 12-14, 2002, Baltimore, MD.  RATES: Received by May 31, 2002: Adult: $50, Children (5-12):
$12, Children (under 5): Free with paying adult. At the Door Cost: Weekend: $60, Friday Only: $15, Saturday Only: $35,
Sunday Only: $30, Children (5-12): $12.  HOTEL: Marriott’s Hunt Valley Inn, 245 Shawan Rd, Hunt Valley, MD 21031.
(410)785-7000.  HOTEL-RATES: Special rate of $102 + 13% tax/night.  GUEST: Will be announced as soon as they are
confirmed.  EVENTS: Art Show, Dealers, Science Programming, Blood Drive, Children’s Programming, Workshops,
Dancing, Game Room.  For more information E-mail information@shore-leave.com or write to Shore Leave 23, P.O. Box
6809, Towson, MD 21285-6809. (410)496-4456.  Visit their web site at: http://www.shore-leave.com/

LIBERTYCON 16: July 26-28, 2002.  Chattanooga, TN.  RATES: $30 until July 10, 2002, $45 after July 10, 2002. regis-
tration cut off after July 20, 2002. NOTE: Limited to 450 paid attendees.  HOTEL: Ramada Inn South, I-75 at East Ridge,
Tennessee Exit #1, East Ridge, TN. 37412. (423) 894-6110.  HOTEL-RATES: $56/night plus tax for 1-4 people.  GUEST:
S. M. Stirling, Larry Elmore, John Ringo, Darryl Elliot.  EVENTS: Casino, Masquerade, Dance, Killer Cutthroat Spades,
Computer Gameroom, Art Show.  For more information E-mail them at libertycon@libertycon.org or write LibertyCon 15,
P.O. Box 695, Hixon, Tn. 37343-0695.  Visit their web site at http://www.libertycon.org

DRAGON*CON: August 30-September 2, 2002.  Altanta, GA.  More information will be posted as it comes available, but
the rates are in:  $45 through 02/15/2002, $50 through 05/15/2002, $60 through 07/15/2002, $75 thereafter and at-the-
door. Beginning August 30, 2002.  Lifetime Membership is $500.  Registration forms can be found at: http://www.drag-
oncon.com/ (then click on 2002 memberships). or to pay by Visa or MasterCard call (770) 909-0115


