
February

2003

THE  ANVIL
USS  HEPHAESTUS

A  MEMBER  OF  STARFLEET  INTERNATIONAL

AALLWWAAYYSS  OONNWWAARRDD

NCC  -  2004

http://www.shakaree.org/ncc2004/


USS  HEPHAESTUS THE  ANVIL

The Anvil, Issue 148, Is the month-
ly newsletter of the USS
Hephaestus, NCC-2004, of
Starfleet, The International Star
Trek Fan Association.  All terms
and phrases from Star Trek are
owned by Paramount Pictures
Corporation, a devision of
Paramount Communications and
all rights are reserved. 

Editor Pete Mohney
Layout, Graphics and Publishing Dennis Evans
Medical Reporting Neil Yawn
Communication Reporting Dennis Evans
Treasury Reporting Pete Mohney
Navigation Reporting Debra Burhite

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Anvil are available for $10.00
per year.  Canadian subscription rate is $12.00 per
year.  Individual issues may be purchased by sending
your address and two unaffixed first class postage
stamps to Pete Mohney, 1105 Oak Creek Trail,
Birmingham, AL 35215.  Back issues to January 1997
are available for $1.25 per issue.  The deadline for
contributions to The next Anvil is Tuesday Feb. 18th.
Submissions should be sent electronically to
TheAnvil@charter.net, or on disk to Dennis Evans,
365 Belcher Dr., Midfield Al. 35228, in DOS, Word
Perfect or Word format.

HEPHAESTUS is the Greek name for the Roman god of the forge,
Vulcan. Birmingham has the world’s largest iron statue, that of the
Roman god, Vulcan.  We named our Starfleet chapter the
Hephaestus to give us ties to our city and to Star Trek, which has
had its own Vulcan since 1966.  Hephaestus forged armor and
weapons for the gods.  We create our own “armor and weapons”
here, in our newsletter, so it is called THE ANVIL.

WEB LINKS
Starfleet

www.sfl.org

Region2
http://www.region2.org

USS Hephaestus
ncc2004.sfi.org

www.shakeree.org/ncc2004

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS
Hephaestus News
Captains Announcements 1
1st Officers Report 2
Communications Report 2
Navigation Report 3
Birthdays 3
Assistants Ship's Counselor 3
Medical Officers Report 4
Treasury Report 4
Command Structure 5
Meeting Minutes 6
Away Team Schedule 6
Renewal Reminders 7

Starfleet News
IC 2003 7
The USS Atlas Scholarship 8

A Note About sfi.org Aliases 9
Starfleet Academy Alumni Association Closed 9
FDP Announcement 9
Starfleet Wants You 10
Homestretch For NASA & LEGO Name... 10
Einstein Was Right 11

Enterprise News
Air Schedule 13
Future Episode Guide 13

Sluggy Freelance 11
Convention Schedule 15

http://www.shakaree.org/ncc2004/
www.region2.org
www.sfi.org


Ahhh, retirement….
Not!  While my term as Regional Coordinator ends in a

few weeks, my workload won’t decrease nearly as much
as you would think.  Danny has built the Hephaestus into
one of the best ships in Region Two, and I intend to con-
tinue that, and expand on that work even more.

First of all, membership.  The size of the crew is larger
than it was when he became CO, and I’d like to see it
grow even more.  More people means more variety, more
ideas, more locations for events, and more fun.  Not to
mention, it gives us more financial stability, more people to
spread the work around to, and helps grow Starfleet over-
all.

The methods I used as RC will work just about as well at
the chapter level – get the word out, reward those who
recruit, keep in touch with the members, and make things
fun and interesting for the current members so they stay
around.  Some of the things we’ll be doing along these
lines include:

1. I will have a stack of flyers for the Hephaestus
(designed by Danny) to hand out at each meeting.  I’d like
everyone to take a few, and leave them at your favorite
hobby shops, bookstores, comic shops, restaurants, and
any other place you can think of that would allow such.  I’ll
also have business cards that you can tack up on bulletin
boards at places that have them.

2. We’ll be looking for more publications to advertise in.
Currently, we’re in the Black and White, and we should
soon have an ad in Birmingham Weekly and some other
publications.

3. A tally will be kept of how many people each member
of the crew recruits during 2003, and there will be rewards
for this – membership time at least, and probably some
other prizes.

4. We will be seeking out some publicity generating
events to do this year.  One of the things we haven’t done
in a long time is visit Children’s Hospital in uniform; I plan

to set up such a trip this spring or Summer.
Next, activities.  Our Chief of Navigation, Debra Burhite,

has been hard at work finding events and places for us,
and we’ll be doing some fun things at our meetings and
outside of them this year.  This should keep the members
interested, and make it easier to bring recruits back until
they decide to join.  This will include themed events at our
meetings, trips to movies and gaming spots (like miniature
golf), and coordinating information about conventions (who
is going, who needs transportation or a roommate, and so
on).

The treasury is a bit lower than I’d like it to be, as it
always is after the holiday season when we’ve spent a lot
of money on our Halloween and Christmas parties.  I’d like
to start collecting right away for a Hephaestus garage sale,
to be held sometime this Spring or Summer.  This will also
be a membership-time generating event, as those who
donate items which sell will get half of the money made
applied to their expiration date if they wish.  The other half
of the money will go directly into the ship’s treasury.
Please begin bringing items to the social meeting; if you
can’t make the social meeting, you can bring items to the
business meeting and I’ll take them home.

Our web page is looking very good, except for one part –
the scrapbook is way out of date, with the only photos on it
being five years old.  I’d like to update this, and will be dis-
cussing with our webmaster, Mark Lindsay, what he’d be
willing and able to do.  I’d also like to see if we can add a
links page, and get a lot of reciprocal links with other chap-
ters and fan pages.  That would cause the Hephaestus to
be found more often in web searches, which would help us
contact and recruit more people.

In addition to these various programs for the
Hephaestus, I’ll continue to serve as Regional Coordinator
until March 9.  The actual transition will probably take a
few weeks after that, as property, funds and information is
all given to our new RC, Danny Potts.  I’m sure that there
will also be a while before everyone’s address books and
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Greetings Programs!

(Those of you who remember my old First Officer
column will understand...)

It’s great to be back in the second chair! No worries... no
responsibilities... keggers all night in the Captain’s Ready
Room when he’s off-duty... Ah... This is the life...

Enough fun... to work! 

With the change in command of Commanding Officer
and Executive Officer, we somehow managed to forget to
elect the remaining four members of the Command Staff.

So, that’s the first order of business.

In the month of February, I will be accepting nominations
for the position of Second Officer and for the three
Executive Committee positions. The nomination period will
end on Feb 28, 2003. If you would like to nominate some-
one (even yourself) for one of these positions, either send
me an e-mail (to: TrekNoid@aol.com) or send a letter to
my home address: 2912 Dublin Dr, Helena, AL 35080.

All members of the Hephaestus (Starfleet or Civilian) are
eligible to nominate one person for each position (one for
Second Officer and three for each of the Executive
Committee members). We will begin a voting phase after
all the nominations are in, and the candidates are verified!

Next order of business... Promotions. It’s been a while
since I’ve sat down to review promotions, and where
everyone stands. Give me a few weeks to go over the
records, and I’ll get with you about where you are. 

Gotta go... I have to get a new First Officer’s chair... the
previous guy took his with him!

Danny
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web pages have been changed to correctly reflect that I’m
not RC any more, so it will probably be a while before I
see the last email addressed to me as RC.  One of the
nicest things is that I’ll be able to quit about six email mail-
lists, which will definitely lighten my daily load of mes-
sages!

Finally, I’ve been asked by the new chief of operations,
Starfleet, to be a part of his staff as a special advisor.
Sandy Berenberg was so impressed with the region’s
great recruiting success (more than 200 members in one

year) that he refused to let me fade away, so I’ll be work-
ing with him and his staff, primarily in helping other RC’s
with their inactive and unassigned members.

So, as you can see, I’ll be busy – and I’ll be looking for
lots of help from you to help.  This could be a great year
for the chapter, region, and Starfleet – let’s all work togeth-
er on these plans, and if you have any ideas, don’t hesi-
tate to bring them up!

Pete

by Fleet Captain Danny Potts

Greetings,

Please look
over the Crew
Listing and
Command
Structure and

report any mistakes to Pete or to myself.  I have tried to
get it all right but things do change rapidly sometimes.

I have decided to push the deadline for submission for
the Anvil up a bit.  This is due to increased demands on
my time.  By getting the info earlier I have longer to work

on it which will make it easier on me and it should make
for a better newsletter as well.  The deadline for the next
issue is Tuesday February 18th.   

The Anvil could use some help.  I would like to find a
person or persons willing to take on some added responsi-
bility.  I would like to have someone willing to take on the
responsibility of keeping the Convention listings up to date.
I would also be interested in someone who could gather
up Trek News for each issue.  If you have any other ideas
of how to contribute to The Anvil feel free to contact me.
You can contact me at TheAnvil@charter.net.

Dennis Evans 

mailto:treknoid@aol.com
mailto:TheAnvil@charter.net
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Greeting!

Hello, this month of January we are planning a
“Board Game Night.” Everyone will bring a game and
we will pick or play a few different ones as a group on
the social night. We were looking into a bowling night
but it was very expensive to do especially so close
after the holidays. So maybe we can plan on this later
in the year. Upcoming plans we have the summit in
March and February probably I am working on a Putt
Putt/Arcade Night after the place gets fully in service. If
anyone has any more ideas on events just give me a
ring!

Debra Burhite, ensign, SFMD

Navigation Chief/Assistant Ship’s Counselor

Feb 01 Bibi Besch (Carol Marcus)

Feb 02 Brent Spiner (Data)

Feb 10 Dame Judith Anderson (High Priestess T’Lar)

Feb 16 LeVar Burton (Geordi LaForge)

Feb 17 Michelle Forbes (Ro Laren)

Feb 23 Majel Barrett (Lwaxana Troi)

Feb 24 Pete Mohney

Assistant  Ship’s  Counselor  Desk
Hello everyone!

Hope everyone is doing OK and made it thru the holiday! Sure glad it is over, LOL. I just wanted to point out this month
our crew that are having birthdays this month of January. On January 7th was Neil Yawn’s, on the 9th was Dennis Evans
and the 12th was Pat Simmons. Hope you all had a wonderful birthday! Upcoming birthdays in February are Denby
Potts on the 9th and Pete Mohney on the 24th. So give them a great birthday HELLO! No reports of any illnesses on
board this month. Hooray! If you have anything to report illnesses, hospital stays, shore leave or if you are not on the
birthday list please just contact me by email, thanks!

Debra Burhite, Ensign, SFMD
Assistant Ship’s Counselor/Navigation Chief
zirafox9@cs.com

zirafox9@cs.com


4

USS  HEPHAESTUS THE  ANVIL

Do you have problems sleeping?

Many of us would say no, yet we do. Sleep Apena, a
sleep disorder that can lead to high blood pressure, stroke,
cardiac problems, mental illness, or death. At night as a
person who has sleep apnea sleeps, the following can
occur: The brain relaxes into a deep sleep, relaxing the
muscles of the body. The muscles of the throat which
usually do not totally relax, do totally relax in this case.
The tongue blocks off the air passages.  The person quits
breathing until the brain signals for a sudden breath. This
may occur 50-500 times a night. The victim gets little rest
and may awake suddenly, may have a jerking sensation
when awaking, headaches upon waking, and a general
feeling of being tired most of the time. May need naps
during the day, which can affect work or school. Harsh
snoring that keeps others awake. 

Any one who has these symptoms needs to see their
Doctor for a checkup and possible sleep lab studies. The
sleep lab study is simple; you are wired to monitors &
watched by a sleep studies specialist via a closed tv sys-
tem. If they detect sleep apena of an excessive amount
they will wake you and place you on the lab’s CPAP
device, to help you finish the night with restful sleep.

If proscribed with a CPAP device there are two options
on the nasal device: 1. the nasal mask ( which may cause
closterphobia) 2. the nasal prongs which are simular to a
nasal canulla yet seal off in the nose allowing the constant
flow of air. The device may have a built in humidifer.
CPAP parts have to be cleaned in two schudules: Daily for
the nose device & humidifer tank and bi-weekly for the fil-
ter and tubing.

If you have any questions check with your docor.

Col. Neil Yawn, SFMD
CMO USS Hephaestus
CMOSNUFFY@aol.com

A brief message regarding the
Hephaestus Treasury. 

If you look closely, you’ll notice the num-
bers for this month don’t match up with the
reported numbers for last month. This is
entirely my fault. In closing out the books (in
preparation for turning over the chapter to
Pete) I noticed that in the months of October
2001 and October 2002, I had incorrectly
copied the amounts from previous months
forward. 

As a result, every statement from October
2001 forward was incorrect. I made the
entries in the ledger correctly, I just tran-
scribed them incorrectly. The numbers, as
they are reported now, are adjusted and
accurate. I apologize for any confusion this
may have caused.

Danny Potts, former CO, USS
Hephaestus

Previous Balance: 64.45
Income: 10.00 Chris Davis Membership

2.00 Charity Donation for 
Christmas for Kids

Expenses: 0.00
New Balance: 76.45

mailto:cmosnuffy@aol.com
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Command  Staff

Pete  Mohney,  Rear Admiral, Commanding Officer

Danny  Potts,  Fleet Captain – First Officer

Pat  Simmons, Lt Cmdr - Second Officer

Executive  Committee

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain

Roy  Green, Lt Col

Denby  Potts, Lt Cmdr

Sciences

Roy  Green, Lt Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

Neil  Yawn, Col - Meteorology Specialist, SFMD

Computer  Sciences

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr, Chief

Navigation

Debra  Burhite, Ensign, Chief

Engineering

Roger  Burhite, Ensign Chief

Cadet  Training

Nicholas  Mohney, Petty Officer Third Class

Michelle  Lindsay, Junior Cadet Specialist

Matthew  Potts

Katrina  Mohney

Katie  Cundiff

Kennith  Fuller

Unassigned  Crew  and  Civilians

Randy  Stephenson

Loma  Brown

Johnathan  Fuller

Roberta  Keele-FFuller

Wayne  Crowe

Operations

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Debra Burhite, Ensign, Assistant Ship's Counselor

Denby  Potts, Lt Cmdr, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Pete  Mohney, Commodore, Technical Information Officer

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Lynnette  Yawn, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Roy  Green, Lt Col

Neil  Yawn, Col, SFMD

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj

Communications

Dennis  Evans, Cmdr, Chief

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr

Pat  Simmons, Lt Cmdr

Security

Roy  Green, Lt Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj

Lisa  Cardwell

Medical

Neil  Yawn, Col, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Vice Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Pamela  Lindsay, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj, SFMD

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT
DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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The December Business meeting was held at Barnes and Noble in
Hoover.  It was Pete’s first meeting to run as CO since the
changeover, and to no one’s surprise, it was a bit different!  The
business portion of the meeting lasted for an hour and a half, with
reports ranging from most of the crew in attendance, to discussions
about the upcoming Summit, the elections just ended, the VRC and
ZC elections in progress (Alabama is having a vote of Confidence,
unlike the other three zones), to this year’s International Conference
to the 2004 IC that we are hosting.  By the time it was all done, we
had no time for games and about half the crowd had to leave.  The

remainder of the group chatted for a while and then went home around 9 p.m.  Danny turned over the black boxes of
papers to Pete, who lugged them home, to look through them and re-familiarize himself with the materials required to be
CO of the Hephaestus.

Due to the changing of the printing schedule of the Anvil, there is no report for the social meeting in this issue of the
Anvil.  Starting next month, there will be a report on the prior month’s social meeting, and the current month’s business
meeting.

All times, dates and locations are subject to change without notice. Please contact
Captain Danny Potts or any other command officer before attending meetings if you
haven’t been in touch recently.

Day Month Time Event/Location
Fri Jan 17 7:00 Social Night, Mohneys’
Mon Feb 3 7:00 Business Meeting, Barnes and Noble
Fri Feb 21 7:00 Social Night, Mohneys’
Mon Mar 3 7:00 Business Meeting, Barnes and Noble

Mar 7-9 Region 02 Summit, Madison, AL (The Bevill Center)
Fri Mar 21 7:00 Social Night, Mohneys’
Mon April 7 7:00 Business Meeting, Barnes and Noble
Fri April 18 7:00 Social Night, Mohneys’

http://cartoons.sev.com.au/index.php?catid=4


7

USS  HEPHAESTUS THE  ANVIL

There is a date on the mailing label on your Anvil, which shows your
Hephaestus expiration date, when you will cease receiving your
newsletter. I will include a renewal reminder note in your last Anvil,
encouraging you to renew. You can, of course, renew whenever you
like! It will always extend your membership by a year.

The following is a list of those whose Starfleet International member-
ship expiration dates are known (I have your Starfleet card with your
expiration date on it). Due to some problems with memberships not
being received, I’m going to take a closer hand in keeping up with

expirations, renewals and lost Communiques.

Member Expires

Nancy O’Shields 01/20/03

Sheila Benton 01/22/03

Danny, Denby and Matthew Potts 02/21/03

Roger and Debra Burhite 03/03/03

Lisa Cardwell 03/09/03

Katie Cundiff 03/09/03

Randy Stephenson 03/09/03

Dean Meadows 03/09/03

Johnathan, Roberta and Kennith Fuller 04/04/03

Member Expires

Pat Simmons 04/14/03

Mark, Pamela and Michelle Lindsay 07/16/03

Neil and Lynnette Yawn 08/13/03

Wayne Crowe 09/09/03

Dennis Evans 09/26/03

Pete, Sue Ellen, Nick and Katrina Mohney 10/13/03

Roy Green 10/28/03

Loma Brown 01/05/04

Chris Davis 01/05/04

IC 2003

Greetings:

An explanation and an update. First the explanation.

My “real” life has gotten way out of hand lately. Since the
beginning of November my performance/holiday visitation
schedule has taken me all over the Southeast. My most
recent gig kept me in rehearsal or on the road from
November 1 through December 19. Then came the holiday
road trips from December 21 through December 30. I
mentally waved to you all as I traveled around North and
South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama for
about eight weeks.

While all that was going on, I found out that my 84 year
young mother had cancer. She was diagnosed on
December 13 — Friday the 13th, BTW—and went in for
extensive radical surgery on her neck on January 2. She
came home today. My sister, Kristi and I rotated watches
for three days. Believe me, hospital rooms are not places
designed to be restful! <g> Mom’s next step is radiation
therapy. She’ll start it after the staples in her neck come
out. Right now she does a passable imitation of
Frankenstein—without the bolts. 

One of her admittedly smart-ass grandkids called her
“FrankenGran” today. <g>

So THAT’S why I haven’t been jumping on those IC2003
e-mails I’ve been flooded with. Hope you understand.

Now for the update. Mark Anbinder has set up the new
website at ic2003.sfi.org. It looks pretty much like the old
temporary site right now—but WITHOUT the annoying pop
ups! New graphics and updated information will be
appearing there SOON and Mark is setting up the PayPal
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registration as I write this—or soon thereafter anyway. So
ONLINE REGISTRATION is mere moments away! Yay!

I’ve begun a concerted effort to respond to all the per-
sonal e-mails I’ve gotten over the last several weeks. If
you’re among them, you should have a response in the
next day or two.

Thanks for the bandwidth. Watch the website, the CQ
and the list. More updates are on the way. See you in
Greensboro, North Carolina for IC2003.

RON FELL
Rear Admiral, STARFLEET
Programming Coordinator
STARFLEET IC2003
RAdmFell@aol.com

THE USS ATLAS SCHOLARSHIP:
The ATLAS is proud to offer the ATLAS Scholarship, pro-

viding assistance with college and professional education
to people around our nation.  Read below to find out more
about how you can have ATLAS help escalate your life
knowledge base, and help make you a productive member
of our society! If you have questions after reading these
criteria, please contact us! We would be happy to help
out!

The USS ATLAS Scholarship is:

A one time scholarship for first time Freshman applicants
or any adult choosing to participate in additional profes-
sional education or certification to any accredited college,
tech school or professional development program, that
pays for tuition or materials of or up to $500.

An applicant to the ATLAS Scholarship must:

Be a current Member of STARFLEET International: The
International STAR TREK Fan Association.

Provide a letter of recommendation from a high school
teacher, counselor, principal, employer, or mentor.

Provide a typed 200-300 word essay answering the
question “How has being a Starfleet member been a signif-
icant influence on me?”

ATLAS Scholarship Application Process:

All applications and supporting materials must be
received by March 15, 2003. Although all applicants will be
considered, only the student awarded the Atlas

Scholarship will be notified in writing. All other applicants
can view the scholarship recipient result at the USS Atlas
website, at http://scholarship.ussatlas.org. The Atlas
Scholarship will be disbursed to it’s winner no later than
May 15th, 2003.

Applicant must claim their scholarship award within 30
days from notification, or the Atlas Scholarship will be pro-
vided to another applicant. The award recipient shall pro-
vide a copy of letters of acceptance received from an
accredited college or programs that they plan to attend.
This process continues until September 1, 2003. If by this
time no applicant has accepted the scholarship, the sub-
mission process will begin again.

The USS Atlas Scholarship shall be granted to the recipi-
ent for either tuition, books, or other designated materials
for the program. If used for tuition, the award shall be
made out to the name of the accredited college attended
or professional/certifying organization. If used for books,
the award shall be made out to the college bookstore of
the accredited college or professional/certifying program
attended.

Check out the ATLAS Scholarship Information on the
Web at:

http://scholarship.ussatlas.org

or contact the ATLAS Scholarship Coordinator at schol-
arship@ussatlas.org

Mike Wilkerson

http://cartoons.sev.com.au/index.php?catid=4
mailto:radmfell@aol.com
scholarship.ussatlas.org
scholarship.ussatlas.org
mailto:scholarship@ussatlas.org
mailto:scholarship@ussatlas.org
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A NOTE ABOUT SFI.ORG ALIASES
Since running the sfi.org alias test, I have received many

comments along the lines of “I didn’t even know we had an
sfi.org alias!” Perhaps some background is in order.

First off, STARFLEET offers free sfi.org email aliases to
any member or organization in the club, be it a chapter,
shuttle, MSG, region, or any other entity. For the past six
years, this has been handled by STARFLEET Computer
Operations; starting January 1, this function has been
moved to STARFLEET Communications.

We first started offering email aliases 6 years ago, when
STARFLEET first acquired the sfi.org domain. At the time,
free aliases were offered only to international staff and to
chapters; others could get an alias for $10.  That fee was
later dropped.

When they were first introduced, a great many chapters

requested, and received, email aliases. Many of them
were never used, I gather; it wouldn’t surprise me if many
of the aliases tested last week were indeed six years old.

And I think this is where the confusion comes from—
when a CO didn’t know about (or request) an alias,
because that alias was requested by a prior CO. In some
cases, the alias could have been requested before the cur-
rent CO was even a member of STARFLEET!

In any event, if you would like your alias changed to a
different address—or if you don’t have an sfi.org email
alias but would like one—just drop us a note to
helpdesk@sfi.org and we’ll get it taken care of.

Thanks!

Rear Admiral Greg Trotter
Chief of Communications, STARFLEET
comm@sfi.org

STARFLEET ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NOW
CLOSED

Greetings STARFLEET,

Effective immediately, the STARFLEET Academy Alumni
Association is hereby closed. If you have any questions
about this announcement, feel free to contact me at the
address below.

John Adcock
Fleet Captain
Assistant Commandant, SFA
asstacademy@sfi.org

FDP ANNOUNCEMENT
It gives me great pleasure to announce the elevation of

the Morale Department to a full Fleet Division Program.
Once a department of Chaplains/Counselors, BGEN
Rayburn and I felt strongly that through Jimmy’s dedica-
tion and hard work he had grown the program to the point
where it needs to stand on its own.

Congratulations, Jimmy!

RADM Matthew Copple
Director, Fleet Division Program
fdp@sfi.org

mailto:helpdesk@sfi.org
mailto:comm@sfi.org
asstacademy@sfi.org
fdp@sfi.org
http://cartoons.sev.com.au/index.php?catid=4


10

USS  HEPHAESTUS THE  ANVIL

STARFLEET WANTS YOU - RECRUITMENT
Greetings from Starfleet Computer Operations. I’m

Mandi Livingston, one of the new Vice Chiefs for
CompOps. One of my primary tasks is to oversee the
new recruitment department. As Sandy Berenberg said in
his CQ interview, the new Recruitment Department will
expand and build on the very solid foundation laid by Ron
Fell and his team. As promised in the Malotte/Anbinder
ticket slogan, we are going to “Raise the Bar” in this area.
To help me with this is former R7 RC and R7 Recruitment
Director Bob Vosseller.

In the past, there were only a handful of individuals help-
ing oversee “Recruitment” in Starfleet. What we’d like to
do is to develop a Network of Recruiters all over Starfleet.
I don’t mean just a dozen people, either.  We are looking
to utilize the vast talents and abilities of scores of individu-
als. For this reason, Starfleet wants you!!!

Do you have what it takes to be a member of the
Starfleet Recruitment Network? We need people from all
regions, all chapter types, and even unassigned members!
Young, old, veterern, rookie, officer, enlisted.. We want
you. If you are proud of that SCC# you carry and try to

convince everyone you know to join Starfleet, we want
you. If you are someone who’s always wanted to help
Starfleet out, but didn’t know how you could be used, this
is your opportunity.

I’ve worked in this organization in all levels... chapter,
region, international. It’s not the EC or the AB that keeps
this organization going. It’s the membership.
Membership is the lifeblood of any organization. The
Recruitment Network will focus on helping chapters and
regions grow, which in turns continues the success of
Starfleet: The International Star Trek Fan Assocation.

If you are interested in spreading the good news about
Starfleet, then we’d like to hear from you!

Please email me at RecruitersNetwork@sfi.org or write
me at 102 Washington Drive, Ladson, SC 29456.

Be on the lookout for more information for CompOps and
Recruiting! We have a lot in store!

LGN Mandi

HOMESTRETCH FOR NASA & LEGO “NAME THE ROVERS
CONTEST”

NASA is reminding America’s school kids that time is running
out on a chance to make history by naming two rovers being
launched to explore Mars. The NASA “Name the Mars Rovers”
contest closes January 31, 2003, so there is still time to submit
the winning entries.

The robotic explorers are part of NASA’s upcoming Mars
Exploration Rover (MER) mission. The twin rovers will land at two
different locations on the mysterious red planet to explore the
surface in search of answers about the history of water on Mars.

The NASA “Name the Rovers” contest is a collaborative effort
between NASA and the LEGO Company. The LEGO Company is
managing the contest in conjunction with The Planetary Society.
The contest provides students with the unique opportunity to sug-
gest a name for each of the two Mars-bound rovers, temporarily
known as MER-A and MER-B. The rovers are scheduled to
launch in May and June 2003 respectively. The rovers are sched-
uled to land on Mars in January 2004.

“We are eagerly looking forward to some really creative and
innovative ideas from students, as they compete to name the
next Mars rovers and become part of history,” said Dave Lavery,
Program Executive for Solar System Exploration at NASA
Headquarters.

“The LEGO Company is dedicated to furthering hands-on dis-
covery, playful learning, and the boundless frontiers of imagina-
tion. Space exploration also embraces these qualities, which is
why the LEGO Company is so pleased to partner with NASA,”

said Brad Justus, LEGO Senior Vice President. “By involving chil-
dren actively in the Mars mission, through the ‘Name the Rovers’
contest and with other related activities, we hope to help excite
and inspire the next generation of space explorers, “ he said.

The NASA “Name the Rovers” contest is open to students 5 to
18 years of age who attend a U.S. school and are enrolled in the
current school season.

Submissions must include suggested names for both rovers
and a 50-500 word essay justifying why the students believe the
names should be chosen. The contest has many educational
benefits and encourages students to do research for their
essays, learn more about Mars and space exploration.

The contest is open for submissions through January 31, 2003.
NASA will announce the contest winners prior to launching the
rovers in the spring of 2003.

Information about the contest is available at:

http://www.nametherovers.org

Information about the Mars Exploration Rovers is at:

http://mars.jpl.nasa.gov/mer

Forwarded by
Tony Rowley
Major, CAP
ridire@netaxs.com

mailto:recruitersnetwork@sfi.org
www.nametherovers.org
mars.jpl.nasa.gov/mer
mailto:ridire@netaxs.com
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EINSTEIN RIGHT: GRAVITY FAST AS LIGHT
SEATTLE (AP) — Einstein was right. The speed of grav-

ity matches the speed of light, according to astronomers
who took advantage of a rare planetary alignment to
measure one of the fundamental forces of nature. 

Edward B. Fomalout of the National Radio Astronomy
Observatory and Sergei Kopeikin of the University of
Missouri measured the amount that light from a distant star
was deflected by the gravity of Jupiter as the planet
passed in front of the star. 

Albert Einstein, who formulated basic theories about
space, time and relativity, had assumed that gravity moved
with the speed of light, about 186,000 miles (300,000 kilo-
meters) per second, “but until now, no one had measured
it,” said Kopeikin. 

“Einstein was right, of course,” said Fomalout. 

The measurement is one of the last fundamental con-
stants in physics to be established and Fomalout admitted,
“gravity is not well understood.” 

The researchers used 10 radio telescopes scattered
across the Earth from Hawaii to Germany to precisely
measure how light from a distant quasar, a type of star,
was bent as it passed by Jupiter on its way to the Earth.
Jupiter is in the precise position for such a measurement
only once a decade. 

To make the measurement, the instruments had to detect
a minute deflection of the light. Fomalout compared the
required precision to being able to measure the size of a
silver dollar sitting on the moon’s surface, or measuring
the width of a human hair from 250 miles (400 kilometers)
away. 

Craig Hogan, a University of Washington astronomer,
said the achievement “is an important advance for
physics,” but he predicted that new techniques will be
developed that will measure gravity’s speed even more
accurately. 

“You can expect a series of experiments now,” he said. 

Fomalout and Kopeikin said their results are accurate
within about 20 percent. 

Knowing the precise speed of gravity is important to
physicists testing such modern ideas as the superstring,
which holds that fundamental particles in the universe are
made up of small vibrating loops or strings. It also affects
some basic space-time theories.

Forwarded by
Tony Rowley
Major, CAP
ridire@netaxs.com

mailto:ridire@netaxs.com
http://www.sluggy.com
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http://www.sluggy.com
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EEnntteerrpprriissee

Air Date Ep # Title
2/05/03 140 Stigma

2/12/03  141  Cease  Fire

2/19/03 142 Crash Landing

2/26/03  143  Canamar

3/??/03 144 The Crossing

3/??/03  145  Judgement

4/??/03 146 Horizon

Stigma
Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (story)

Directed By: David Livingston
Guest Cast:
Melinda Page Hamilton as Feezal 
Michael Ensign as Dr. Oratt 
Jeffrey Hayenga as Dr. Yuris 

Notes: 
12/20/02: In “Stigma,” airing February 5th, Doctor Phlox goes
in search of information about a Vulcan disease afflicting T’Pol
while at an interspecies medical conference. The disease is
frowned upon in Vulcan society and when T’Pol is “outed”
and threatened with recall to Vulcan, Archer calls for a hear-
ing and one of the Vulcan doctors at the symposium cracks
under the lights and reveals he suffers from the same dis-
ease. T’Pol contracted the disease when she was forced into
a mind meld last season with another infected Vulcan. T’Pol is
allowed to remain on the Enterprise and the Vulcan doctor is
recalled to Vulcan. 

11/23/02: In the episode, T’Pol is diagnosed with Pa’an
Syndrome and Doctor Phlox seeks information on the disease
from a Vulcan contingent on a nearby planet participating in
the Interspecies Medical Exchange. Vulcans with the disease
are stigmatized in their society so Phlox must be secretive
about his need for the information. 

Meanwhile, one of the doctor’s three Denobulan wives—
“Feezal”—comes aboard to help Trip install a neutron micro-
scope in Sickbay. This will be the first Denobulan aside from
Phlox seen in the series and was played by actress Melinda
Page Hamilton.

Cease Fire
Written By: Chris Black 
Directed By: David Straiton
Guest Cast: 
John Balma as Captain Muroc 
Vaughn Armstrong as Admiral Forest 
Gary Graham as Ambassador Soval 
Suzie Plakson as Female Andorian 

Notes:
12/20/02: In “Cease Fire,” we’ll see the return of Jeffrey
Combs’s Andorian ‘Shran’ as Archer is set to broker a deal
between the Andorians and the Vulcans over a disputed plan-
et. When a rogue group of Andorians shoot down the shuttle-
pod containing Archer, T’Pol and Ambassador Soval, the
Andorians send reinforcements to the planet thinking the
Vulcans are responsible and preparing for a confrontation.
Trip, in command of the Enterprise, in forced to intervene and
stall the Andorian fleet while Archer, who was able to land the
pod, tries to make his way to find Shran. Soval is injured
when the rogue officers attack but soon Shran captures them
and negotiations begin. A cease fire is reached and further
talks will continue as the Enterprise goes on her merry way. 

12/6/02: The official STAR TREK web site has updated with
its regular production report for the upcoming episode “Cease
Fire,” previously reported as featuring the return of the
Andorians and guest star Jeffrey Combs as ‘Shran’. When a
territorial dispute erupts between the Vulcans and Andorians
over a small planet, Shran calls on Archer to negotiate a set-
tlement. According to the report, notable guest actress Suzie
Plakson, who played the Klingon ‘K’Ehleyr’ in THE NEXT GEN-
ERATION, also joined the cast as the first female Andorian on
the show. The episode will also feature another STAR TREK
first, the initial glimpse at Andorian starships, which will be
designed in post-production. 

The report also notes that Gary Graham’s ‘Ambassador Soval’
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has the most scenes yet in “Cease Fire,” requiring him to par-
ticipate in five of the seven day shoot. Other guest actors
include Vaughn Armstrong as ‘Admiral Forest’, who only
required one day of photography, and John Balma’s Vulcan
‘Commander Muroc’, who squares off with Connor Trinneer’s
‘Trip’ via viewscreen while he temporarily commands the
Enterprise. 

Written by co-executive producer Chris Black (“Carbon Creek,”
“Singularity”), “Cease Fire” was directed by David Straiton
(“Vanishing Point,” “A Night In Sickbay,” “Desert Crossing”).
The episode is tentatively scheduled to air February 12th. 

11/13/02: We haven’t seen the Andorians or learned anything
more about their mysterious on going conflict with the
Vulcans in ENTERPRISE’s time period since last season’s
“Shadows of “P’Jem.” But in an upcoming episode likely to air
in early 2003, the politics heat up by drawing in a high
Vulcan official. 

In “Cease Fire,” according to information provided TrekWeb,
Captain Archer and T’Pol take Ambassador Soval in a shuttle-
pod down to an Andorian colony after the Andorians request
the meeting. How the Vulcan Ambassador previously only
seen at Starfleet Headquarters makes his way into space is
unknown, but when the shuttlepod is shot down, a Vulcan
ship is sent to rescue the Ambassador and Trip must contend
with an anxious Vulcan commander—Muroc—who is loathe to
work with the Enterprise in a plan to retrieve the officers. 

Trip suggests sharing sensor logs to attempt and break
through Andorian interference but Muroc plays the ‘classified
information’ card and opts to go it alone, through the
Enterprise if need be. In an interesting reversal, Trip finds
himself trying to convince the Vulcans that a violent solution
is not in everyone’s best interests, but soon has to formulate
this own rescue plan.

Crash Landing
Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (story); Mike
Sussman and Phyllis Strong (teleplay) 
Directed By: James Whitemore, Jr.
Guest Cast:
Cullen Douglas as Suliban Officer 
Mike Cassidy as Stunt Suliban 
Tim Storms as Stunt Suliban 

Notes: 
12/18/02: According to the official STAR TREK web site,
ENTERPRISE’s upcoming “Crash Landing” will involve not only
the Suliban, but the first meeting with the Tholians since
TOS’s “The Tholian Web.” 

When Archer and the NX-01 crew capture a futuristic space
ship with a dead human pilot, the Suliban and the Tholians
show up to lay claim to the vessel. According to the produc-
tion reprot from the episode, the Tholians are as xenophobic

in “Landing” as they were in the original series episode. The
episode will feature digitally-created Tholian vessels and
Suliban cell ships. 

The episode is written by staff writers Mike Sussman and
Phyllis Strong and directed by James Whitmore, Jr.
(“Acquisition”). Guest cast includes Cullen Douglas as “Suliban
Solider,” Mike Cassidy and Tim Storms as a pair of “Stunt
Suliban” who get into a fight with Trip and Malcolm. Vaughn
Armstrong also appears as Admiral Forrest via subspace com-
munique. 

11/23/02: This episode will involve the return of the Suliban
and a piece of technology the Enterprise is carrying—a ship
found adrift with a human pilot inside, dead unfortunately. 

The ship appears furturistic and as Archer et al begin to study
it, a Suliban freighter shows up to claim prior salvage rights.
Archer refuses since it’s a human ship and continues an
investigation that turns up a myserious box emitting a
strange power signature inside the ship. 

When the Suliban return with some cell ships to aid in a
forcible recovery of the ship, Archer enlists the help of the
Vulcan vessel T’Yur, which the captain suspects will be eager
to help defend the Enterprise in order to repay a recent debt. 

Canamar
Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (story); John
Shiban (teleplay) 
Directed By: Allan Kroeker
Guest Cast:
Mark Rolston as Kuroda

Notes: 
1/8/03: The official STAR TREK web site has reported on the
return of the ENTERPRISE production team to complete
episode #17 of the season, “Canamar.” The episode, previ-
ously only known to involve an alien race known as the
‘Enolians’, will focus on Scott Bakula’s ‘Archer’ and Connor
Trinneer’s ‘Trip’, who find themselves mistakenling held cap-
tive on an Enolian prison transport en route to the titular
penal colony, while on the way to make first contact with the
species. But before the error can be remedied and the offi-
cers released, another prisoner takes control of the vessel
and Archer must gain his trust to remain alive. 

The episode is written by John Shiban (“Minefield,” “Dawn”)
and directed by long-time TREK standby Allan Kroeker (“What
You Leave Behind,” “Endgame,” “Shockwave I & II”). Actor
Mark Rolston plays ‘Kuroda’, the leader of the prisoner revolt;
Rolston previously played ‘Pierce’ in TNG’s “Eye of the
Beholder.” Claustrophic sets of the alien transport vessel con-
tain much of the episode’s footage and action sequences
required stunt doubles for all involved. 
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2003 Conventions

CHIBICON 2K3: May 2-4 2003, Holliday Inn, Madison, AL;
Guest Include: Johnny Otaku, Stephanie Chateau, More
Guest TBA.  Registration: Before March 19th, $25 3 days,
$20 2 days, $15 1 day.  After March 19th, $35 3 days, $25
2 days, $20 1 day, At The Door; $40 3 days, $35 2 days,
30 1 day.  Send your payment and registration form to the
following address: ChibiCon2K3, P.O. Box 1035, Madison,
AL. 35758. *We only accept cashier checks and money
orders as of now. We will have PayPal set up soon. Make

The Crossing
Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (story);

Notes: 
12/16/02: While NEMESIS enters dukes it out in theaters,
ENTERPRISE will continue to chug along after the Holiday
break, and TrekWeb has the first plot details of the eigh-
teenth episode of the year, “The Crossing.” 

This episode will feature several new ENTERPRISE guest
crewmembers, including engineering staffer ‘Rooney’, ‘Ensign
Cook’, and two additional crewmembers. After being disabled
by an alien vessel and floating adrift, the begin to act
strangely. Trip gets taken over by an alien lifeform that enters
through his forehead and leaves the commander dazed and
unable to perform his duties. 

Rooney notices the problem and tells Archer, but later Lt.
Reed seems affected and when Trip seems to have recovered,
Rooney falls prey. In the hope of preventing further trouble,
hull plating is polarized but it doesn’t seem to be enough and
the crew must devise a way to thwart this latest alien thread.

Title: Judgement
Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (story);

Notes: 
1/11/03: The Klingons have been absent since this season’s
earlier “Marauders” but in the upcoming nineteenth episode,
they’ll be back, and one in particular will be the ancestor of a
notorious TNG villain. According to plot information provided
to TrekWeb this morning, “Judgement” will tell the tale of the
inquiry into a Klingon commander’s failed mission to restore
order to a rebelling alien colony. The Klingon is ‘Duras’, no
doubt an ancestor of the traitorous Klingon house that
betrayed its people to the Romulans at Khittomer and later
conspired to frame Worf’s father, Mogh, for the crime as
revealed in THE NEXT GENERATION. 

In the story, the Enterprise NX-01 comes to the aid of a

species known as the Arin’sen, who unbeknownst to Archer,
are rebelling against Klingon domination of their colony.
Duras recalls his encounter with Archer in a flashback while
giving testimony at the inquiry. Duras lost his command of
the Bortas due to the incident; the Bortas was also the name
of Gowron’s ship in the Klingon Civil War of “Redemption I”
and “II.” 

Archer eventually takes the stand to tell his recollection of
events to the Klingon inquisitors, which includes a conversa-
tion with a colonist named ‘Asahf’, who informed the captain
of his people’s plight at the hands of the Klingons. In addition
to Duras, Asahf, and ‘Orak’, the Klingon inquisitor, there are
also guest roles for a first officer and guard. 

This story information is based on early and incomplete frag-
ments of the episode’s script, which is likely to undergo sig-
nificant revision by the time the installment airs later in the
season. The story is © 2003 Paramount Pictures. All Rights
Reserved.

Horizon
Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (story);

Notes: 
1/20/03: ‘Travis Mayweather’ has been silent for most of
ENTERPRISE’s second season, but in the upcoming twentieth
episode of the season, Anthony Montgomery’s character will
go back to his roots. In “Horizon,” we’ll meet Mayweather’s
old cargo ship the E.C.S. Horizon, his mother ‘Sarah’ and his
brother ‘Paul.’ 

Mayweather’s visit occurs after the death of his father and
has the ensign remembering old times with former friends
‘Daniel Stone’ and ‘Laurie’. The trip down memory lane is
barely begun when an unknown alien threat attacks the cargo
vessel, forcing Mayweather to help in the crisis situation. This
is Paul’s first major test of command, as the new captain
since their father’s passing, and he refuses to give in to alien
demands to surrender and abandon his cargo... 
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out CCs and MOs to Lauren Cullen.  For more info visit
there web site at http://www.geocities.com/chibicon2k3/

VulKon Tampa: May 30-June 1 2003, Tampa Airport Hilton
Westshore, Tampa, Fl.  Guest: John Billingsley (Sunday
Only), Michael Dorn (Saturday Only), Mira Furlan (Babylon
5), Teryl Rothery (Stargate SG-1), Richard Gordon
(Astronaut).  Admission: Gold VIP tickets are $125 and
only available on-line. Includes seating in the first 5 rows
of the ballroom and 2 autographs each from guest. Two
Day Deluxe Weekend Ticket- $75 includes reserved seat-
ing and 1 autograph each from guest. Single Day tickets
may be available once guests are confirmed. Note:
General Admission Tickets may not be available at the
door for this show, as we expect a sell-out crowd. Order
early for lower badge numbers and best seating, as we
now call by rows during the autograph sessions. By Mail
Order: Make check or money order payable to Vulkon and
mail with a self addressed stamped envelope to: Vulkon
c/o Joe Motes, P.O. Box 297122, Pembroke Pines FL.
33029-7122.  Mail orders must be postmarked by May
16th, 2003. Note: If not ordering through the mail , or if you
do not have on-line access, you may also call in your tick-
et orders at: (954) 441-8735 Mon- Sat 12 Noon till 4 pm.
Tickets On-line: Can be ordered on our secure server, just
use our convenient shopping cart type order form. Tickets
At The Door: Can be purchased from 7 pm - 10 pm Friday,
and Saturday and Sunday 9:30 AM Till 4 PM. Door prices
are $65 weekend, $40 Saturday, $30 Sundayi (prices sub-
ject to change). These prices are lower as they do not
include Reserved or Guaranteed seating and will only be
available if the convention is not sold out. Note: we recom-
mend ordering in advance and getting the reserved seat-
ing for only $10 more, as we are expecting a capacity
crowd and may have standing room only. Also paying at
the door may not guarantee autographs if we are at capac-
ity, as the Stars are contracted to only sign a limited
amount of autographs. Reserved Seating: Reserved seat-
ing at this show is now included with advance ticket pur-
chase, and will not be available at the door. Child
Admission : Children 12 and under are one free per paying
adult.  Note: Under 12 free admission does not include
autographs nor reserved seating. Reserved seating is
available for children 12 and under, for only $10 for the
weekend.  For more info visit
http://www.vulkon.com/tampamay/index.html.

HallowCon 03 Medieval Fantasy and Gothic Horror
Convention: Oct. 24th-26th 2003 - Comfort Inn,
Chattanooga TN.  Guest: TBA. Gaming: Fantasy Role-play
and a WarhammerQuest “Ultimate Dungeon” featuring the

Goblin King, Tracy Rann. Tabletop wargames hosted by
the Dwarf Engineer, Doug Spohn. We have ample game
space for other Game Masters as well. Let us know what
you would like to Master. Dealers’ Room: Dealer’s space is
free for the asking with paid membership, however you do
have to reserve your table. Sorry, only one table per deal-
er. Art Show: This art show is for aspiring artists who
would like to display and sell their genre artwork. Display
area is free with paid membership. We furnish one six-foot
display table, artists must furnish easels, racks or any
other necessary display equipment. You must reserve your
display area. Con-Suite: Our Con-Suite has Softdrinks,
Cold Beer, snacks and sandwiches with a full dinner
served Friday and a Banquet Saturday, all free with paid
membership. We will also have a liquor bar from 8pm till
2am Friday and Saturday nights. Our Motel serves a full
complimentary breakfast to guests every morning. Video
Room: Fantasy and Horror Movie Extravaganza with our
own Live version of Mystery Theater with puppet master
James Ward.Memberships: $20 until April 1st, $25 until
October 1st, $30 thereafter and at the door. Motel
Information: King Guest rooms are $56, King Suites are
$66 and Double Double Suites are $76. The suites are
fantastic with separate living and bed rooms. All rooms
have a twin size sleeper sofa, microwave, refrigerator and
more. Some rooms have Whirlpool Tubs. The motel also
has a Fitness Center with Dry Sauna. We will be posting
pictures of the facilities on our web site, soon. To make
your reservation call Comfort Inn at (423)893-7979 and tell
them you are with HallowCon. Contact Info: HallowCon
Inc, c/o L. D. Stacy, 172 McNeese Ln., Ringgold, Ga.
30736.  Phone: 706-935-8666, e-mail: lstacy@catt.com.

Dragon*Con: Aug 29th Sept 1st, Hyatt Regency Atlanta &
Atlanta Marriott Marquis, Atlanta Ga. (The Marriott will host
daytime activities and the Regency Nighttime activities.)
Memberships: 4 day memberships $45 to Feb 14th, $50 to
May 15th, $60 to July 15th, $75 through Aug 29th.  Send
In the Dragon*Con Membership Form (visit www.drag-
oncon.org to get form) with payment to Dragon*Con, P.O.
Box 16459, Atlanta, Ga. 30321-9998.  You can also regis-
ter with your Visa or MasterCard by calling (770) 909-
0115.  You also now use PAYPAL to pay for your tickets.
NOTE: At this time we can only accept individual ticket
orders through PayPal.  Multiple orders must still be
processed via fax, mail or by calling our office. Our dis-
counted rates per night for both the Marriott and the Hyatt
for 2003 are: Single: $148,  Double: $148,  Triple: $158,
Quad: $168,  All suites are available at a 30% discount
from “rack rate”   Guests: Not Yet Available but always
huge.  For more info vist there Web site at www.drag-
oncon.org.




