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HEPHAESTUS is the Greek name for the Roman god of the forge,
Vulcan. Birmingham has the world’s largest iron statue, that of the
Roman god, Vulcan.  We named our Starfleet chapter the
Hephaestus to give us ties to our city and to Star Trek, which has
had its own Vulcan since 1966.  Hephaestus forged armor and
weapons for the gods.  We create our own “armor and weapons”
here, in our newsletter, so it is called THE ANVIL.
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Greetings!
By the time you read this, the Starfleet International

Conference 2003 will be over – and we’ll be on the way to
the IC 2004, which will be held in our own city of
Birmingham.  Several members of our chapter are section
chairmen of the IC 2004, and I’m the overall chairman, so
this will mean we’ll be very busy for the next twelve
months.  We won’t let details of running the Hephaestus
suffer, but we won’t have much spare time to devote to
anything new or extraneous.  We’re also looking for more
staff people to work in the various areas at the IC, so if
you are interested, please let me know!  You can visit

www.ic2004.org for information if you are interested in
helping or attending.

Our big summer event is over, and it was a huge suc-
cess.  We had about 25 people from 5 different chapters
attend the cookout this year.  The grill ran hot for well over
an hour feeding everyone (huge thanks to Pat Simmons
for her taking over that job from me!), and movies and
games ran all day.  Thanks to those who brought items to
go on the table, and thanks to everyone who attended.
Now, to start planning the Halloween party!

Pete
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bbyy  RReeaarr  AAddmmiirraall  PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy

DBQUBJOT
BOOPVODFNFOUT

Greetings again! 

If you didn’t make the
Hephaestus cookout, you missed

out on one fine party!  There were representatives from
over half a dozen chapters of Region 02, including the
Vice Regional Coordinator, Sunnie Planthold!

You also missed a classic opportunity to see yours truly
get smacked-down royally in a card game. I think I set
some sort of record at not making bids in Spades.

The new promotion guidelines have been in publication
for several months now, so everyone should have had a
chance to review them. What many of you should have
noted is that you’re missing either OTS or OCC for your
next promotion. 

There’s really no
better opportunity to
pass either of these
courses now. OTS
has been simplified a
great deal, to a
true/false, multiple
choice test, and
OCC is available

online. If you’re nervous about either of these courses, or
would like some advice on ways to take them, don’t hesi-
tate to call or speak with me.

By the time you read this report, the 2003 Starfleet
International Conference will have come and gone. I’ll be
attending for the first time as Regional Coordinator, and
Pete, Sue Ellen and Denby will be working hard to secure
registrations for the 2004 International Conference, here in
Birmingham.

Once the 2003 Conference ends, I expect that we’re
going to begin running full tilt at the 2004 one, so if you
want to help out in some way, let me or Pete know.

That should cover it for now... see you next month.
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The crew met at Barnes and Noble bookstore
on July 7.  We handed out Anvils to members
and some folks who were in the area, and dis-
cussed ways of helping Dennis Evans with the
Anvil.  Lynette Yawn-Youngblood has agreed to
try to help him gather convention news, so this
should be a big help for him.  Neil Yawn is now
officially our Charities officer, and he’ll be gather-
ing info on charities we could assist and work
with, and will present this list to the chapter for
discussion and voting later in the year.  After the
meeting, we had a rousing round of Great
Dalmuti, which was won by Dennis.

Shuttle News

The following is the latest news from the New
Hope, our Montgomery shuttle.

Hello, thought you like to also know that my
first officer has his OCC Manual and test. 

Our meetings will be as follows for the
reminders, and thanks for the write up.

July 25, 2003 at 5 p.m. Freddy Heller coming
back for this meeting. Making this early so
Freddy has time to get to meeting and back
home (several are coming about 3 p.m. to help
set up). 

July 26, 2003 at 9 a.m. till done.

August 29 at 5 or 6 p.m., 

August 30 at 9 am till done... Business with
Social Movie, and Saturday with Arts and crafts. Possibly
with the NEW HOPE MCC youth group this month or in
the near future. Recruiting the leader of this group.

September 19 at 600 p.m. Business with Social –Movie,
Saturday  20th at 9 till done with Arts and Crafts.October
23 at 6:00 p.m., Business with Social - Movie, October 24
at 9 am Saturday with Arts and Crafts.  November 21, 22
Business with Social-Movie, Saturday with Arts and Crafts.

December 12 and 13 have Christmas Pot Luck/Meeting?
Or cancel December due to holidays.

I am moving the meeting to either the 3rd or 4th Friday at
6 p.m. and Saturdays 9 am till done(due to planning this
with the church youth sometime) Saturdays are social with
arts and crafts/or other projects that are 9 am till done.
There is a change in September due to both Dragon Con
and being out of state on my part. 

Nancy O’Shields, NREMT-P
Sylvest Farms Plant Night Nurse

by Denby Potts

The tenth annual USS Hephaestus Captain’s Cookout was held
July 19, 2003 at the home of the Mohneys. A large group was in
attendance, representing six chapters of Region 02: The Dark
Phoenix, Dark Silence Station, Hephaestus, Jubilee, New Hope
and Yamato! In addition, Sunnie Planthold, Vice Regional
Coordinator brought the Region 02 Chocolate Vault! 

Speaking of good stuff to eat, special thanks to Carol Burhans for
bringing a large crock-pot full of the best-tasting barbeque we’ve
tasted in a while.  And Buckeye Balls to boot!

Pat Simmons showed up at the best possible time: to cook!
Thanks for slaving over the grill, Pat.

Though we did eat a great deal, that’s not all we did. Upstairs, a
movie marathon was in full swing, starting with Star Trek: Nemesis,
followed by Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers, Robin Hood:
Prince of Thieves (do all movies have to have a colon in their title
these days?) and a fourth one that I’d love to tell you about, but I
fell asleep. (Danny says: ‘big surprise’).

Downstairs, several games were held. The Great Dalmuti tourna-
ment was won by Danny Potts, though that would spell the end of
his victories for the rest of the evening. Two Hearts games were
held, with Jordan Simmons winning the first game, and Will
Burhans winning the second. In what can only be described as a
‘bloodbath’, Pete won the Spades game, from which Danny is still
leaking blood from. 

It was one of the best ever. The weather was perfect, the food...
wow..., and good friends all around. A great time was had by all in
attendance.
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All times, dates and locations are subject to change without
notice. Please contact Pete Mohney or any other command offi-
cer before attending meetings if you haven’t been in touch
recently.

August 4 business meeting 
August 15 social meeting
August 29-September 1 Dragon Con

September 1 business meeting
September 19 social meeting

October 6 business meeting
October 17 social meeting
October 17-19 Constellation convention, Huntsville
October 25 Florence Renaissance Fair
October 31 Halloween party

Please welcome back the Brown family from Illinois, who have
subscribed to the Anvil for a while and renewed again.  Also,
welcome back to Chris Pilman, who renewed his membership
for two years.

In promotion news, Lynette Yawn-Youngblood is now officially
an officer, having been promoted to Ensign last month.  A big
congratulations go out to her!

Aug 06 Catherine Hicks (Dr. Gillian Taylor, ST IV)
Aug 07 Cirroc Lofton (Jake Sisko)
Aug 11 Charles Cooper (Gen. Koord, ST V)
Aug 12 Jane Wyatt (Lady Amanda)
Aug 17 Harve Bennett (producer)
Aug 19 Diana Muldar (Dr. Pulaski)
Aug 19 Gene Roddenberry
Aug 19 Jonathan Frakes (Cmdr. Riker)
Aug 21 Kim Cattrall (Lt. Valeris, ST VI)
Aug 26 Mike Okuda

Previous Balance: 181.90
Income: 40.00 donation

10.00 renewal
257.80 yard sale income

Expenses: -14.80 postage:
-58.00 Food:
-20.00 Printing costs

New Balance: 397.00



IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE 2004 R2 SUMMIT...

Please repost where necessary...

It dawned on me just now, after reading through some documents I’ve recently
received, that everyone may not be aware that the dates of the 2004 Region 2
Summit have moved one week, due to a conflict in scheduling with the hotel.

The current dates for the 2004 Region 02 Summit are March 12-14, 2004.

The hotel is the same: the Holiday Inn Hotel at Gulfport Airport, Mississippi.

You can secure the SFI rate by calling the 1-800-HOLIDAY (465-4329) number,
and mentioning the three-letter code: “SFI”. The hotel’s local number is (228) 868-

8200.

Please change this information on any web sites you maintain, and in any publication you create.

Thank you,

Commodore Danny Potts, R2RC
TrekNoid@aol.com
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There is a date on the mailing label on your Anvil, which shows
your Hephaestus expiration date, when you will cease receiving
your newsletter. I will include a renewal reminder note in your last
Anvil, encouraging you to renew. You can, of course, renew when-
ever you like! It will always extend your membership by a year.
The following is a list of those whose Starfleet International mem-
bership expiration dates are known (I have your Starfleet card with
your expiration date on it).

Member Expires
Ltcmdr Simmons , Patricia 4/14/2003
Cmdr Lindsay , Mark 7/16/2003
Cdt Lindsay , Michelle L 7/16/2003
Ltcmdr Lindsay , Pamela 7/16/2003
Capt Yawn , Rodney Neil 8/13/2003
Youngblood-Yawn , Lynette 8/13/2003
Crowe , Wayne G. 9/9/2003
Cmdr Evans , Dennis 9/26/2003
Mohney , Katrina Leigh 10/13/2003
Po2 Mohney , Nicholas 10/13/2003

Member Expires
Radm Mohney , Pete 10/13/2003
Capt Mohney , Sue Ellen 10/13/2003
Cmdr Green Jr , Roy Curtis 10/28/2003
Fcapt Potts , Danny 2/21/2004
Ltcmdr Benton , Sheila Marie 2/21/2004
Ltcmdr Potts , Denby 2/21/2004
Cdt Potts , Matthew 2/21/2004
Youngblood , Haley 3/8/2004
Kelly, Tim 05/21/2004
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Command  Staff

Pete  Mohney,  Rear Admiral, Commanding Officer

Danny  Potts,  Fleet Captain – First Officer

Neil  Yawn,Col - Second Officer

Executive  Committee

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain

Denby  Potts, Lt Cmdr

Dennis  Evans, Captain

Sciences

Roy  Green, Lt Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

Neil  Yawn, Col - Meteorology Specialist, SFMD

Computer  Sciences

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr, Chief

Navigation

Pete Mohney

Engineering

Vacant

Cadet  Training

Nicholas  Mohney, Petty Officer Third Class

Michelle  Lindsay, Junior Cadet Specialist

Matthew  Potts

Katrina  Mohney

Katie  Cundiff

Kennith  Fuller

Unassigned  Crew  and  Civilians

Randy  Stephenson

Loma  Brown

Johnathan  Fuller

Roberta  Keele-FFuller

Wayne  Crowe

Operations

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Denby  Potts, Lt Cmdr, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Pete  Mohney, Commodore, Technical Information Officer

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Lynnette  Yawn, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Roy  Green, Lt Col

Neil  Yawn, Col, SFMD

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj

Communications

Dennis  Evans, Cmdr, Chief

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr

Pat  Simmons, Lt Cmdr

Security

Roy  Green, Lt Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj

Lisa  Cardwell

Medical

Neil  Yawn, Col, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Vice Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Pamela  Lindsay, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj, SFMD

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT
DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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STARFLEET IC 2004 STAFF POSITIONS OPEN

Ever wanted to attend a Starfleet International
Conference? Ever wanted to help plan and run one? Now
is your chance! There are two critical positions open on
the IC 2004 staff, and applications are now being taken on
them.

The first position is the Transportation Chair. The
Transportation Chair is responsible for ensuring that all
those who come to IC by plane, train or bus get a ride to
the hotel. This position, by its nature, would be best filled
by someone with a close knowledge of the Birmingham
area, though that is not a requirement. This person must

have or acquire reliable transportation capable of carrying
another person and their luggage, preferably two or more
such people at once. This person must also build a staff of
sufficient size to accomplish this function.

The second position is the Cadet Chair. This person will
be responsible for organizing and supervising a trip to the
McWane Center (a hands-on museum) and the Vulcan
Statue, with whatever group of cadets (and possibly
adults) plans to go. There will also be other cadet events
during the weekend, and a child care room, which the
Cadet Chair will be responsible for organizing and staffing.

Please contact me directly, at pdmohney@aol.com, if
you are interested in either of these positions. For more
information on IC 2004, go to www.ic2004.org.

Pete Mohney
Chairman, Starfleet IC 2004
pdmohney@aol.com

YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAM MANAGER
FILLED...

I am pleased to announce that Robin Van Cleave has
agreed to accept the post of Youth Services Program
Manager in the Fleet Division Program.

Robin has considerable experience in building the youth
program on her home chapter, the USS Joan of Arc. I am
quite confident that she will continue to move the program
forward.

I wish to thank Dustin for watching over the FDP Youth
while a new Director was selected. I am grateful that he
stepped forward and kept things moving in the interim.

Robin can be contacted at
joacadetcorps@hotmail.com.

In Service,

Matthew Copple
Director, Fleet Division Program
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USS RISING MOON COMMISSIONED

To: All Stations, All Commands—Attention To Orders.

From:STARFLEET Headquarters, Office of Comm. Jerry Tien Chief of Shuttle Operations Command & Office of BGen.
Joost Ueffing Chief of STARFLEET Operations 

Re: Commissioning of U.S.S. Rising Moon, NCC-6018

To Comm. Danny Potts, Commander, Second Fleet: You are hereby directed and required to deliver United Star Ship
Rising Moon, Kodiak-Class Battleship, STARFLEET Registry NCC-6018, into commission as of this date as a
STARFLEET Ship of the Line.

To Capt. Arthur Sheffield, Herein appointed Commanding Officer of U.S.S. Rising Moon: You are hereby directed and
required to repair forthwith on board of the said ship and take upon you the charge and command of Captain of her
accordingly; and all the officers and company of said ship subordinate to you are further charged and commanded to
behave themselves jointly and severally in their respective employments with all due respect and obedience to you their
Captain.

To Cmdr. Dean Brown, Herein appointed Executive Officer of U.S.S. Rising Moon: You are hereby directed and
required to repair forthwith on board of the said ship and take upon you the charge and command of Executive Officer of
her accordingly; and all the officers and company of said ship subordinate to you are further charged and commanded to
behave themselves jointly and severally in their respective employments with all due respect and obedience to you their
Executive Officer.

The Commissioning of a new Starship is the proudest duty that I have as Chief of STARFLEET Shuttle Operations
Command. Your official orders for the Ships records will be forthcoming via regular STARFLEET dispatch. On behalf of
STARFLEET Operations Good Luck and God Speed in your STARFLEET journey.

Given under my hand and the seal of STARFLEET Command, stardate 10307.17.

HARRY
RON
HERMIONE
SIRIUS BLACK
HAGRID
SNAPE
FILCH
FLITWICK
DRACO MALFOY
ALBUS DUMBLEDORE
NEVILLE
DUDLEY
SEAMUS
FRED
GEORGE

REMUS LUPIN
MOLLY
CRABE
GOYLE
PETER PETTIGREW
ARTHUR
SIR CADOGAN
GINNY
MCGONAGALL
PETUNIA
VERNON
FUDGE
NORBERT
DOBBY

WWOORRDDSSEEAARRCCHH “HARRY POTTER”
Find the characters from Harry Potter in the

puzzle.  They run forward, backward, up, down
and diagonally.
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ENTERPRISE

Prod  # Title Airdate

153 The Xindi 09/10/03

154 Anomaly 09/17/03

155 Extinction 09/24/03

156 Enemy Advances 10/01/03

The Xindi

Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga 
Directed By: Allan Kroeker

Guest Cast: 
Steven Culp as Major Hayes 
Nathan Anderson as Sergent Kemper 
Marco Sanchez as Corporal Romero 
Daniel Dae Kim as Corporal Chang 
Richard Lineback as Kessick 
Stephen McHattie Alien Foreman 
Chris Freeman Alien Head Guard 
Randy Oglesby Degra 
Scott MacDonald as Xindi-Reptilian 
Rick Worthy as Xindi-Sloth 
Tucker Smallwood as Xindi-Humanoid 
Adam Taylor Gordon as Young Trip 

Notes:

7/15/03: The Official STAR TREK web site has posted a
new production report on the season three premiere of
ENTERPRISE, titled “The Xindi.” The report, which is the
first since season two wrapped in April, goes into exten-
sive detail on the ways in which the season opener begins
a new path for the rejuvenated ENTERPRISE as well as
listing new characters and guest stars. 

“This segment begins a multi-episode arc that follows the
NX-01’s journey into the Delphic Expanse…” seemingly tak-
ing a leaf out of the DS9 book, which often dealt with arc
stories such as the Dominion War. “With a nine-day shoot-
ing schedule under the direction of Allan Kroeker, “Xindi”
gave the various production departments some of their

biggest challenges since the series pilot “Broken Bow.” 

As the title suggests, the episode centres on the mysteri-
ous Xindi, creating a great deal of work not only for
Michael Westmore’s make-up team, but also the special FX
department. “We learn in this episode that there are actu-
ally several sentient species of Xindi, all collaborating in
the campaign against humanity, including “Xindi-
Reptilians,” “Xindi-Sloths” and the simpler “Xindi-
Humanoids.” We’ll also be seeing “Xindi-Insectoids” and
“Xindi-Aquatics,” but they’ll be computer generated by Dan
Curry’s and Ronald B. Moore’s visual effects team.” 

There was plenty of work to spread round all areas of the
production team, including Herman Zimmerman with the
production design. “The script calls for [a Xindi] complex
to be filled with a murky blue haze, and blue residue cak-
ing the walls (the mined substance is called “trellium”). So
the production crew not only dressed the mine sets with
painted rocks and quartz crystals, but also brought in bags
and bags of blue-dyed Styrofoam. A blue-tinted smoke
filled the sets during the shooting, and the actors involved
in those scenes including Scott Bakula were lucky enough
to be smeared with blue dust.” 

Finally, details of the new marine style characters becomes
clearer, as details of character and actor names as well as
the team’s title are revealed for the first time. “A signifi-
cant new element in the show this season is the presence
of a military contingent, as mentioned in “The Expanse.”
These soldiers are referred to as MACOs, standing for
“Military Assault Command Operations.” The team is led by
a notable actor for STAR TREK fans; Steven Culp plays
‘Major Hayes’ known to many fans by now as Commander
Riker’s replacement as First Officer, Commander Martin
Madden in Star Trek Nemesis. 

There are a contingent of other guest and recurring roles,
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filled by many Trek alumni: 

Nathan Anderson (‘Namon’ in VOYAGER’S “Nemesis”) plays
‘Sergeant Kempe’ 
Daniel Dae Kim (‘Gotana-Retz’ VOYAGER’S “Blink of an
Eye”) plays ‘Corporal Chang’. 
Richard Lineback 
Stephen McHattie 
Randy Oglesby 
Scott MacDonald, Rick Worthy and Tucker Smallwood.

Anomaly

Written By: Mike Sussman
Directed By: David Straiton

Guest Cast: 
Julia Rose as McKenzie 
Nathan Anderson as Sergent Kemper 
Robert Rusler as Orgoth 
Sean McGowan as Hawkins 
Kenneth A. White as Engineering Crewman 
Ken Lally as Security Guard 1 
Ryan Honey as Security Guard 2 

Notes: 

7/24/03: The official STAR TREK web site has posted its
second production report for ENTERPRISE’s third season:
“Anomaly.” As alluded to previously, the episode will
involve floating objects and weird distortions onboard the
NX-01, bringing to fruition some of the strange dangers of
the Expanse foreshadowed in last season’s finale. 

“The on-set production crew and the visual effects team

worked together to defy the laws of physics in scenes
where objects ignore the ship’s gravity plating in erratic
ways, where “distortion waves” ripple throughout the
decks, and plasma discharges turn Engineering into a
giant Tesla coil,” reports the site. 

Written by co-producer Mike Sussman and directed by
David Straiton, “Anomaly” makes use of two new
Enterprise sets: the command center, and the Brig, where
an alien called an Osaarian is captured after raising the
vulnerable ship. Other sets include the interior of a giant
space structure that the crew finds and investigates inside
the Expanse. 

Guest roles for the episode, as already reported, include a
female MACO soldier named ‘McKenzie’ and an alien
named ‘Orgoth’. The former is played by TREK newcomer
Julia Rose and BABYLON 5 veteran Robert Rusler plays the
alien raider. Actor Nathan Anderson returns as ‘Sergent
Kemper’ from the premiere, “The Xindi.”

Extinction

Written By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga 

Notes: 

7/11/03: Even as production began today on the second
episode of ENTERPRISE’s third season, news of its third
installment has seeped out today. Not much is known
about “Extinction,” but sources inform us that at least two
new Enterprise crewmembers will be involved: ‘Palmer’
and ‘Chang’. 

The story will revolve around aliens that can impersonate
anyone, including the captain and others. The episode
may also include a planetary away mission.

SEASON III: THE SEARCH FOR “XINDI”

The first episode of Season 3 completed principal pho-
tography last week, kicking off a season that will take
Enterprise literally into new directions. 

Titled “The Xindi,” this segment begins a multi-episode
arc that follows the NX-01’s journey into the Delphic
Expanse, to track down the perpetrators of a brutal
assault upon Earth in the Season 2 finale “The Expanse.”
With a nine-day shooting schedule under the direction of
Allan Kroeker, “Xindi” gave the various production depart-
ments some of their biggest challenges since the series
pilot “Broken Bow.” 

Michael Westmore’s makeup crew had several new alien
species to create prosthetics for, but the most fun for
them came in some exotic designs for the titular crea-
tures. We learn in this episode that there are actually sev-
eral sentient species of Xindi, all collaborating in the cam-
paign against humanity, including “Xindi-Reptilians,” “Xindi-
Sloths” and the simpler “Xindi-Humanoids.” We’ll also be
seeing “Xindi-Insectoids” and “Xindi-Aquatics,” but they’ll
be computer generated by Dan Curry’s and Ronald B.
Moore’s visual effects team. On the set, however, the
Insectoids were actually played by stand-ins in black suits,
their positions and movements being tracked for digital
rendering later. 

Herman Zimmerman’s set designers had their hands full
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creating some bizarre new sets, including the Xindi meet-
ing chamber and a mining complex where Captain Archer
and his crew search for information. The script calls for
this complex to be filled with a murky blue haze, and blue
residue caking the walls (the mined substance is called
“trellium”). So the production crew not only dressed the
mine sets with painted rocks and quartz crystals, but also
brought in bags and bags of blue-dyed Styrofoam. A blue-
tinted smoke filled the sets during the shooting, and the
actors involved in those scenes including Scott Bakula
were lucky enough to be smeared with blue dust. 

There was one shooting location outside the show’s nor-
mal three soundstages, and that was across the studio lot.
The Paramount Theater - where Enterprise had its world
premiere of “Broken Bow” in 2001 - served as a backdrop
for a nightmare sequence with Connor Trinneer as “Trip
Tucker” being haunted by the loss of his sister in Florida.
A greenscreen was used in some of the shots where digi-
tal effects will be inserted. 

A significant new element in the show this season is the
presence of a military contingent, as mentioned in “The
Expanse.” These soldiers are referred to as MACOs, stand-
ing for “Military Assault Command Operations.” The MACO
group is led by “Major Hayes,” played by Steven Culp. Culp
is a Star Trek veteran ... sort of. Culp was part of the origi-
nal final scene of “Star Trek Nemesis” which was edited
out of the movie. He played “Martin Madden,” Will Riker’s
replacement as first officer on the Enterprise-E, and he
can be seen among the Deleted Scenes on the “Nemesis”
DVD (related story). 

Coincidentally, another MACO was earlier seen in
“Nemesis” - actually, the Star Trek: Voyager episode of
that name. Nathan Anderson was “Namon,” but here he’s
“Sergeant Kemper.” Daniel Dae Kim was “Gotana-Retz” in
“Blink of an Eye,” and he’s now in the role of “Corporal
Chang.” 

Most of the rest of the large guest cast have been in
Star Trek before, including Richard Lineback, Stephen
McHattie, Randy Oglesby (who was in the Enterprise
episode “Unexpected”), Scott MacDonald, Rick Worthy and
Tucker Smallwood. 

There was some substantial stunt work involved in
scenes where Archer’s men and the MACOs are put into
action. About a dozen stuntmen were employed under the
direction of stunt coordinator Vince Deadrick Jr., and a lot
of on-set special effects were utilized, including “air mor-
tars” representing energy pulse fire, “squibs” representing
blood, and a lot of sparks amidst the blue smoke and
dust. 

“The Xindi” was written by executive producers Rick
Berman and Brannon Braga. This is the second episode in
a row for director Kroeker, having concluded last season
with “The Expanse,” adding to his extensive Star Trek
resume. 

More information about this episode can be found at the
Synopses and Cast & Crew sections of Production News.

BRANNON BRAGA INTRODUCES THE XINDI, SAYS
FIVE SPECIES WILL VIE FOR DOMINANCE

Speaking with Sci-Fi Wire, ENTERPRISE producer
Brannon Braga provided some new details on the five
species that will make up the new alien Xindi. 

Braga elaborated on last week’s production report, which
revealed that the Xindi will consist of humanoids, reptil-
ians, acquatics, insectoids and even sloths, “which [are]
evolved from a furry, arboreal creature, an arboreal pri-
mate,” Braga says. 

While the humanoids, sloths and reptilians will be played
by actors in costume, insectoids and acquatics will be
computer-generated. 

“We’re calling them the Xindi aquatics, and they’re like
dolphins and whales,” Braga said. “When they’re in meet-
ings, they have to live in a big tank, in a big and murky
tank. When the aquatics and the insectoids speak, of
course, there’s going to have to be subtitles, because the

languages are just too weird.” 

Braga also alludes to conflicts among the Xindi over
which particular Xindi species is the most dominant. The
exec says he’s well aware of the importance of TREK
series villains. 

“In some ways STAR TREK lives or dies by how interest-
ing its alien villains are, and I think the Xindi are an inter-
esting concept.”
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Real Change Ahead for ENT as Details of “The
Xindi” Are Released (SPOILERS)

The Official STAR TREK web site has posted a new pro-
duction report on the season three premiere of ENTER-
PRISE, titled “The Xindi.” The report, which is the first
since season two wrapped in April, goes into extensive
detail on the ways in which the season opener begins a
new path for the rejuvenated ENTERPRISE as well as list-
ing new characters and guest stars. 

“This segment begins a multi-episode arc that follows
the NX-01’s journey into the Delphic Expanse…” seemingly
taking a leaf out of the DS9 book, which often dealt with
arc stories such as the Dominion War. “With a nine-day
shooting schedule under the direction of Allan Kroeker,
“Xindi” gave the various production departments some of
their biggest challenges since the series pilot “Broken
Bow.” 

As the title suggests, the episode centres on the mysteri-
ous Xindi, creating a great deal of work not only for
Michael Westmore’s make-up team, but also the special FX
department. “We learn in this episode that there are actu-
ally several sentient species of Xindi, all collaborating in
the campaign against humanity, including “Xindi-
Reptilians,” “Xindi-Sloths” and the simpler “Xindi-
Humanoids.” We’ll also be seeing “Xindi-Insectoids” and

“Xindi-Aquatics,” but they’ll be computer generated by Dan
Curry’s and Ronald B. Moore’s visual effects team.” 

There was plenty of work to spread round all areas of
the production team, including Herman Zimmerman with
the production design. “The script calls for [a Xindi] com-
plex to be filled with a murky blue haze, and blue residue
caking the walls (the mined substance is called “trellium”).
So the production crew not only dressed the mine sets
with painted rocks and quartz crystals, but also brought in
bags and bags of blue-dyed Styrofoam. A blue-tinted
smoke filled the sets during the shooting, and the actors
involved in those scenes including Scott Bakula were lucky
enough to be smeared with blue dust.” 

Finally, details of the new marine style characters
becomes clearer, as details of character and actor names
as well as the team’s title are revealed for the first time.
“A significant new element in the show this season is the
presence of a military contingent, as mentioned in “The
Expanse.” These soldiers are referred to as MACOs, stand-
ing for “Military Assault Command Operations.” The team
is led by a notable actor for STAR TREK fans; Steven Culp
plays ‘Major Hayes’ known to many fans by now as
Commander Riker’s replacement as First Officer,
Commander Martin Madden in Star Trek Nemesis.

Suliban Story to Merge with Xindi, Plus ‘Trip’
Merging With ‘T’Pol’? (SPOILERS)

Sci-Fi Wire has published more remarks from the ENTER-
PRISE contingent at the Television Critic’s Association
press tour yesterday, revealing more plot details about
what’s in store for the upcoming third season. 

“What you see are guys that have spent the entire hiatus
trying to position the show and new scripts and new
ideas, and they’re rethinking everything,” said Scott Bakula
of producers Rick Berman and Brannon Braga. “They
spent all of their energy creating this new place. And now
they’re peopling it. And we’re discovering it.” 

The former QUANTUM LEAP star went on to say of his
‘Jonathan Archer’, “The idea of being the peaceful ‘We-
come-in-friendship’ [guy], ... that guy is gone.” 

Sci-Fi also reports that Berman revealed that the new
Xindi storyline will eventually merge and tie into the on-
going Temporal Cold War and Suliban storyline in the sec-
ond half of the season. 

In addition, the site writes that Connor Trinneer’s ‘Trip’
may “find himself more intimately involved with [’T’Pol’]
than ever before,” as he explores his anger in the wake of
his sister’s death at the hands of the Xindi and turns to
the Vulcan for guidance.
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Exotic Alien Locale Part of “Enemy Advances,”
Fourth 3rd Season Episode (SPOILERS)

More information has seeped out about ENTERPRISE’s
third season, with the NX-01 and her crew in the deadly
Expanse and on the hunt for information about the myste-
rious Xindi in episode four, “Enemy Advances.” 

The story involves Archer and his away team’s search for
information at an alien marketplace in the Expanse.
Looking for a chemist named ‘B’Rat’ to arrange a deal,
Archer, Trip and Reed encounter strange inhabitants of the
locale. One even has orange skin and speaks in a type of
indecipherable sonic-tone language sounded through bub-
bles it blows out of its mouth. 

In addition to his deal, B’Rat refers the Enterprisers to
another character for information about the Xindi, an alien
trader named ‘ZJOD’ who attempts to sell the captain an
exotic concubine rather than provide any useful informa-
tion. One of the prostitutes, a woman named ‘Rajiin’,
escapes from ZJOD’s pen and Archer sympathetically
offers her refuge. 

No other information about “Enemy Advances” is avail-
able and the final episode may differ greatly from this
early info. The episode will likely go before cameras next
Wednesday.

EW Takes Stab at Health of Franchise with Remarks
from TREK Luminaries
Entertainment Weekly’s July 25th issue is the latest main-
stream publication to disuss the issue of STAR TREK’s
health, in a new article entitled ‘Fallen Star’ by Tom Russo.
EW postulates that the ailing ratings for ENTERPRISE, the
dismal box office for NEMESIS, and the recent Activision
lawsuit against Viacom over TREK’s value, constitutes a
serious problem for the 40-year old franchise. 
“ENTERPRISE had to hang on for an eleventh-hour pickup
for its upcoming third season,” Russo writes. “By the end
of the season, the show averaged 4 million viewers a
week, light years removed from the 20 million THE NEXT
GENERATION attracted at its height in the early ‘90s.” 
Naren Shankar, a former writer for ST:TNG and now a co-
executive producer with CSI: CRIME SCENE INVESTIGA-
TION told the magazine that it’s difficult to keep TREK
new. 

“You’re dealing with a backlog of material unlike any other
show in the history of TV. How do you keep it fresh?” 
Michael Piller, executive producer of TNG and co-creator of
both DEEP SPACE NINE and VOYAGER says the franchise
may be suffering from aiming at the wrong audience. 
“You could make a very good case that Gene
Roddenberry’s fundamental decision back in the ‘60s that
he was not going to write [a show] for kids is why the
franchise has lasted.” 
EW also offers its own prescriptions for saving STAR TREK,
from changing the locale from a ship, to a STARFLEET
ACADEMY series, to letting the whole franchise vanish for
twenty years. Says Piller: 
“In 20 years, you’ll have a rebirth of interest in STAR TREK
that equals what we did with NEXT GENERATION.” 
The article also includes comments from sci-fi author
Warren Ellis about the state of TREK. For the full article,
pick up the July 25th issue of Entertainment Weekly.

Matt Jefferies, Designer of the Starship Enterprise,
Passes Away

TrekWeb has confirmed that Matt
Jefferies, original STAR TREK art director
and the man behind the concept for the
design of the original Starship Enterprise,
passed away yesterday at age 82.
Jefferies had been suffering from cancer
for some time, but no official announce-
ment has yet been made. 

Jefferies sketched and conceived of the configuration for
the original U.S.S. Enterprise NCC-1701, a legacy seen
through all five STAR TREK television series and ten fea-
ture films. Illustrators John Eaves and Doug Drexler are

among the current TREK artists who credit Jefferies with
inspiring their careers, as well as scientists and engineers
who drew inspiration from the iconic space ship. 

Jefferies’ career and contributions to the STAR TREK
franchise are the subject of a new documentary, recently
screened at Paramount for family and friends and to be
included on the forthcoming STAR TREK: GENERATIONS
collector’s edition DVD expected next year (story).
Jefferies’ namesake lives on in the famous “Jefferies
Tubes” aboard modern-era TREK starships, and ENTER-
PRISE recently paid homage to the designer with refer-
ence to a ‘Captain Jefferies’ in the second season episode
“First Flight.”
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Movielink adds Star Trek to Download service.

Movielink, the new online movie download service, has
added Star Trek to its growing catalogue of feature films.
Although downloading over the Internet is still a fledgling
form of movie distribution, Movielink offers customers a
way to conveniently and legally download movies to play
them on their personal computers. This is done on a
transactional basis, as opposed to a subscription-based
service, i.e. you only pay for what you watch. Once you
have downloaded the film(s), you have up to a month to
watch it, but only 24 hours once you start watching it.
(After 24 hours, the movie is no longer playable on your
computer.) Just think, no late fees and no more last
minute trips to the video store to drop your VHS or DVD
through the return slot!

As an added bonus for new customers - and in particular
Star Trek fans - Movielink is now offering a selection of
special offers and opportunities to win prizes. Right now,
you can receive a signed “Dr. Phlox” action figure if you

purchase for download three or more films in a single
transaction. Also, a free “Star Trek Nemesis” t-shirt is
yours if you download the film. And finally, you can enter
the “Star Trek Sweepstakes” for a chance to win the fol-
lowing: a DVD box-set of the first nine Star Trek feature
films, an Official Star Trek Fan Club membership or an offi-
cial “Star Trek Nemesis” jacket.

The Star Trek movies currently (or soon to be) available
from Movielink are as follows: 

“Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan”
“Star Trek III: The Search for Spock”
“Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home”
“Star Trek V: The Final Frontier” (coming soon) 
“Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country” (coming soon) 
“Star Trek Nemesis”

*Please note that Movielink is available for PC users with
high-speed Internet access.

Olmos Warns Die Hard Galactica Fans…
Edward James Olmos has a message for die-hard

“Battlestar Galactica” fans who want to watch the Sci Fi
Channel’s remake of the 1970s series:

Don’t.

“A person who really has a strict
belief in the original, I would
advise them not to watch this pro-
gram,” Olmos (“Miami Vice,”
“American Family”) said Tuesday
(July 8) at the TV Critics
Association press tour. “It’ll hurt
them. ...

“I know that Sci Fi Channel wants
to say that everybody’s going to

enjoy it. They’re not.”

The point Olmos, who plays Commander Adama (Lorne
Greene in the original) in the remake, was making is that
those expecting to see a copy
of the first “Galactica’s” swash-
buckling style won’t see it
when they tune into to the
remake in December. The look
of the four-hour miniseries and
some of the characters are the
same, but the tone is markedly
different.

Writer Ron Moore says that in
re-watching the series pilot, he

was struck by its “extraordinarily dark” premise: Nearly all
of humanity, save for the people on the Galactica and a
handful of other ships, is wiped out at the beginning of

the story.

“You wake up one morning and
your world has changed forever,
and what happens to you?” Moore
says. “What do you do? How do
you react to it?”

The original series, Moore says,
eventually developed a more
escapist tone—which he believes it
probably had to do in order to sur-

vive on network television at the time. The new
“Galactica” will focus on the question of “What would real-
ly happen if your world was destroyed?”

Then there’s the fact that Starbuck, first played by Dirk
Benedict, is now a woman. Katee Sackhoff (“The
Education of Max Bickford”) is playing the part of the top
fighter pilot and close friend of Apollo (Jamie Bamber,
“Band of Brothers”).

Moore (“Roswell,” HBO’s “Carnivale”) says the rogue-pilot
character Benedict was able to carry off is somewhat
played out now, and he was intrigued by how the relation-
ship between Apollo and Starbuck would change if
Starbuck were a woman.

“I hadn’t seen that relationship played on camera,”
Moore says. “The whole notion of women in the military,
in the U.S. military, is a relatively new idea.”

ADAMA

STARBUCK

ADAMA & APOLLO
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If “Battlestar Galactica” does well—despite Olmos’ warn-
ings to purists—it could become a weekly series. The prin-
cipal cast is under contract to continue on a weekly show
if the network decides to pick it up.

Sci Fi is clearly hoping people who do have fond memo-
ries of the original will watch the remake. The channel’s

president, Bonnie Hammer, made an appeal to reporters
as the session was ending.

“We do hope you position your pieces so that you’ll be
writing in a way that everybody who does want to watch
has to now watch,” she said. “Correct?”

CROSSWORD
HARRY  POTTER

Across

3. Hogwarts Poltergeist
5. Quidditch Instructor.
6. Defense Against The Dark Arts Teacher.
9. Chocolate ______
10. Wizzards Bank
12. Potions Master
13. Ron's Rat
16. Harry's House
18. Nemesis Of Harry Potter
19. Buckbeak
21. Wearwolf
25. Neville _________
26. Position Harry Plays In Quidditch
27. Tests taken by 5th year students.
28. Town Hogwarts Students Can Visit Starting In There
3rd Year.
29. Alastor Moody Nickname

Down

1. Harry's Owl
2. Pub through which Harry and Hagrid Entered Diagon
Alley
4. Filch's Cat, Mrs. ______
7. Where Harry Bought His Wand
8. Ghost who haunts Girls Restroom
11. He Who Must Not Be Named
12. Loaned Hagrid Flying Motorcycle.
13. Malfoy's House
14. Ron's Home, The _______
15. Where Harry and his Classmates Shop for School
Supplies
17. Weasley Twins
20. Forbidden ________
22. Hogwarts Headmaster
23. Foul name for someone muggle born.
24. Animal Created By Harry When Casting A Patronus.
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