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Greetings!

Another great Christmas so far – I met up with Danny
and Denby Potts to do another ‘toy collection’ for
Christmas for Kids, the annual charity toy drive sponsored
by the Trussville Fire Department.  We took in a big box of
toys, and a decent amount of cash.  We spent about four
hours at Wal-Mart, mostly outside except when one of us
would step inside to warm up a bit.  Danny and I loaded a
lot of televisions into people’s cars, especially those who
brought a really small car to take home a really big pres-
ent!  All in all, we had fun and did some good for some dis-
advantaged kids.

During the last couple of meetings, we’ve talked about
the light attendance we’ve had at social meetings for the
last few months.  After a bit of discussion, I’ve decided that
our ‘social event’ will be a flexibly scheduled event – we
may meet for a movie one month, or meet at my house the
next month; the exact date will be decided by those people
who are interested in attending.  So, if you want to get
together with the group in the second half of the month,
respond to those emails where I ask about social events,
or call me, or speak up at the business meetings!

Please welcome new member Penny Wallace, who has
transferred to the Hephaestus from the USS Carolina,
since she has moved to Birmingham.  She’s still in transi-
tion, so you may not meet her for a while, though.

By the time you read this, we’ll have had the Christmas
party – and I hope you made it.  This is our best-attended
event each year, with sometimes 30 or more people pres-
ent.  It’s an evening not to be missed!  There will be a full
report in the next issue of the Anvil.

We’re only about two months from the Region Two
Summit, which will be in early March of 2004.  This is the
biggest event in the region each year for Starfleet, and I
believe probably the best regional event in Starfleet.  See
me or Danny for flyers, and make your hotel reservations
as soon as possible.

As you probably all know by now, in addition to my duties
as your chapter commanding officer, I’m the chairman of
the Starfleet International Conference 2004, which will be
held at the Birmingham Marriott on July 29 through August
1, next year.  We’ve planned a full weekend of activities for
all ages, including a trip to Vulcan and the McWane center,
two Star Trek guests, and fun and educational events all
weekend.  We’re also looking for a person to be a staff
head, of our Transportation department.  This person
would be responsible for organizing transportation of our
guests who will be flying in or driving in on bus lines, get-
ting them to the hotel and back to their terminal.  If you’re
interested, please contact me.

You’ve no doubt noticed that the club treasury is very
healthy, due to a bunch of renewals and a very successful
garage sale.  Because of this, I’m going to waive the
‘donation jar’ at our social meetings for the near future –
so no need to worry about chipping in for the food or
drinks, as long as the treasury is looking anywhere near
this good.  We’ll also continue to have small prizes for our
games, at either the business or social meeting each
month.

See you soon!
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The November Meeting took place at Barnes and Noble
in Hoover. Attendance was good, filling all the chairs set
out for the meeting. The upcoming charity event, toy col-
lecting for Christmas for Kids, was discussed. The upcom-

ing Hephaestus Christmas party was discussed as well.

A new social event, attending the Lord of the Rings:
Return of the King movie was established for December
19. Promotions were briefly discussed, as well as some
verbal promotion of the upcoming Region 2 Summit and
SFI International Conference.Pete then led a discussion
regarding possible ideas for reforming Social Night meet-
ings to attempt to gain more attendance at these meet-
ings. Pete indicated that anyone with ideas should contact
him, and a decision will be made in January.

The meeting adjourned to Star Trek Uno, and the Potts
family searching frantically for Christmas cards and gifts!

Greetings all!

I apologize for my general non-availability for the last
month or so. If you had not heard, I had a seriuos illness
that pretty much kept me in bed for the month of October,
and on lots of medication through the month of November.
Luckily, December’s here, but that just means I have two
months worth of work to get caught up... Just before
Christmas!

For those of you who have, or have had, young children,
you can imagine how the Christmas season can suck
away any free time you ever had, and that’s the case with
me right now. I haven’t had a lot of time to review promo-
tions, but I have a few people who I’m reviewing for the
next step up. 

Somewhat related to promotions, is to make you aware
of Hephaestus personnel who have moved on to loftier
goals. Two groups of Hephaestus members struck out on
their own in the last year to form shuttles, and just few
months ago, the USS Rising Moon commissioned, based
in Pelham, AL. Our last shuttle, the New Hope, has file
commissioning papers this month, and as a result I look
forward to their launch in Montgomery, AL.

The Hephaestus has launched many shuttles in our life-
time. The Shuttles Emerald Star (which was absorbed into

the USS Vindicator), Draco (now the USS Draco, in
Hanceville, AL), Jubilee (now the USS Jubilee, in Mobile,
AL) Gasparilla (now the USS Gasparilla, in Tampa, FL),
Rising Moon (now the USS Rising Moon) and the New
Hope. Three of our former shuttles have even gone so far
as to launch shuttles themselves (The USS Myrrdin, off the
Gasparilla, the Shuttle King George, off the Draco, and the
USS Drak Pheonix, off the USS Jubilee). 

Beyond that, current members of the USS Hephaestus
are members of Starfleet’s Executive Committee,
Starfleet’s Admiralty Board, hold staff positions on the
Executive Committee, and hold staff positions on Region
02 Staff. We’re also the host of the 2004 Starfleet
International Conference.

What I’m trying to get at here is, even though the promo-
tions process can stagnate at times, it makes me proud to
see the personnel of this chapter involved. Region 02 and
Starfleet would miss us if we weren’t around, that’s for
sure!

I hope the holiday season found you and your loved
ones safe, and look forward to another year in this amaz-
ing chapter!

Danny
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Greetings,

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and a very
happy New Year.

With the holiday rush behind us things can get back
to normal.  So the deadline for the Anvil will also get
back to normal.  The deadline for the next issue of
the Anvil will be Tuesday January 13th.  So everyone
has plenty of time to get there submissions in to me.
Please remember to send them to me at

TheAnvil@charter.net. 

Do we have any artistic types out there.  If so put
your skills to use and design some cover art for The
Anvil.  I am always looking for great covers and will
gladly consider any you choose to send me.

Until Next Month

Dennis

All times, dates and locations are subject to change. Please contact Pete Mohney or any other command officer before
attending meetings if you haven’t been in touch recently.

January 5 business meeting
January 16 (approx) social gathering
February 2 business meeting
February 20 (approx) social gathering
March 1 business meeting, Barnes and Noble, Riverchase
March 12-14 Region 2 Summit, Gulfport, Mississippi
March 19 (approx) social gathering
April 5 business meeting
April 16 (approx) social gathering
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Jan 12 Kirstie Alley (Saavik)
Jan 20 DeForest Kelly (Dr. Leonard McCoy)
Jan 09 Dennis Evans
Jan 07 Neil Yawn
Jan 12 Pat Simmons

Previous Balance: 334.50
Income:

Renewals 0.00
Expenses:

postage: -5.40
Food: -0.00
Printing costs -53.87

New Balance: 275.23

Member Expires
Cpo Fell David 30736 12/22/2003
Lt Fell James 25946 12/22/2003
Capt Fell Kristi 46372 12/22/2003
Radm Fell Ron 25944 12/22/2003
Comm Potts Danny 30776 2/21/2004
Ltcmdr  Potts Denby 50136 2/21/2004
Cdt Potts Matthew 51599 2/21/2004
Ltcmdr Benton Sheila 45356 2/21/2004
Cdt Youngblood Haley 60473 3/8/2004
Kelly Timothy 60663 5/20/2004
Cmdr Lindsay Mark 25760 7/24/2004
Cdt Lindsay Michelle 31843 7/24/2004

Member Expires
Ltcmdr Lindsay Pamela 16555 7/24/2004
Ltcmdr Simmons Patricia 47194 7/28/2004
Ens Youngblood-Yawn Lynette 55540 8/18/2004
Capt Yawn Neil 31135 8/18/2004
Ens Crowe Wayne 56707 9/8/2004
Capt Evans Dennis 22778 9/25/2004
Cdt Mohney Katrina 54772 10/12/2004
Po2 Mohney Nicholas 28322 10/12/2004
Radm Mohney Pete 13766 10/12/2004
Capt Mohney Sue Ellen 13218 10/12/2004
Cmdr Green Roy 19940 10/28/2004

There is a date on the mailing label on your Anvil, which
shows your Hephaestus expiration date, when you will cease
receiving your newsletter. I will include a renewal reminder note
in your last Anvil, encouraging you to renew. You can, of
course, renew whenever you like! It will always extend your
membership by a year.

The following is a list of those whose Starfleet International
membership expiration dates are known (I have your Starfleet
card with your expiration date on it). 
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Command  Staff

Pete  Mohney,  Rear Admiral, Commanding Officer

Danny  Potts,  Commodore – First Officer

Neil  Yawn,Colonel - Second Officer

Executive  Committee

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain

Denby  Potts, Commodore

Dennis  Evans, Captain

Sciences

Roy  Green, Lt Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

Neil  Yawn, Col - Meteorology Specialist, SFMD

Computer  Sciences

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr, Chief

Navigation

Vacant

Engineering

Vacant

Cadet  Training

Nicholas  Mohney, Petty Officer Third Class

Michelle  Lindsay, Junior Cadet Specialist

Matthew  Potts

Katrina  Mohney

Haley  Youngblood

Unassigned  Crew  and  Civilians

Dean  Meadows

Loma  Brown

Wayne  Crowe

David  Fell,  CPO

James  Fell,  Lt.  

Kristi  Fell,  Captain

Ron  Fell,  RAdm

Operations

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Denby  Potts,Commodore, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Pete  Mohney, Rear Admiral, Technical Information Officer

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Overseas Coupon Coordinator

Lynnette  Yawn, Ens, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Roy  Green, Lt Col

Neil  Yawn, Col, SFMD

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj

Communications

Dennis  Evans, Captain, Chief

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr

Pat  Simmons, Lt Cmdr

Security

Roy  Green, Lt Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj

Medical

Neil  Yawn, Col, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Vice Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Pamela  Lindsay, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

Nancy  O'Shields, Maj, SFMD

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT
DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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WORDSEARCH

AELITA QUEEN OF MARS
ATTACK OF THE PUPPET PEOPLE
BARBARELLA
BLOBERMOUTH
CATWOMEN OF THE MOON
CONQUEROR WORM
CONQUEST OF SPACE
CRAWLING EYE
CRAZY RAY
CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON
DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS
DESTINATION MOON
DIE MONSTER DIE
FANTASTIC VOYAGER
FIRST A GIRL
FIRST MEN IN THE MOON
FORBIDDEN PLANET
GODZILLA
GORGO
HANDS OF ORLAC
HERCULES IN THE HAUNTED WORLD
INCUBUS
INVADERS FROM MARS
IT CAME FROM BENEATH THE SEA
JASON AND THE ARGONAUTS
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF TIME
KILLER SHREWS
KING KONG
KONGA
KRONOS
MAROONED
MASTER OF THE WORLD
METROPOLIS
MOTHRA
MYSTERIOUS ISLAND
ONE MILLION YEARS B C
PHANTOM EMPIRE
PHANTOM PLANET
PLANET OF THE APES

PLANET OF THE VAMPIRES
QUARTERMASS XPERIMENT
REPTILICUS
ROCKETSHIP X M
RODAN
SHE
SPACEWAYS
TARANTULA
TARGET EARTH
TENAGE MONSTER
THE ANGRY RED PLANET
THE ASTOUNDING SHE MONSTER
THE BLOB
THE BRAIN FROM PLANET AROUS
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL
THE GIANT BEHEMOTH
THE GREEN SLIME
THE ILLUSTRAITED MAN
THE INVISIBLE BOY
THE INVISIBLE MAN
THE LAST UNKNOWN
THE LOST CONTINENT
THE LOST WORLD
THEM
THE MAN FROM PLANET X
THE MESA OF LOST WOMEN
THE THING FROM ANOTHER WORLD
THE TIME MACHINE
THE UNEARTHLY
THE VALLEY OF GWANGI
THE WAR OF THE WORLDS
THE WASP WOMAN
THEY SAVED HITLERS BRAIN
THIS ISLAND EARTH
VILLAGE OF THE DAMNED
VILLAGE OF THE GIANTS
WAR GODS OF THE DEEP
WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE
WORLD WITHOUT END
X THE UNKNOWN

Classic Sci-Fi Films

Find The Words Below In The Puzzle On The Following Page.

FUN  &  GAMES
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Star Trek Enterprise
Ep  # Air  Date Title
59 01/07/04 The Shipment (R) 
64 01/14/04 Chosen Realm 
65 01/21/04 Proving Ground 
66 02/04/04 Strategem 
67 02/11/04 Harbinger 
68 02/18/04 Doctor’s Orders

Chosen Realm 
Religious zealots hijack the ship for use in a holy war.

Guest Actors:

Kim Fitzgerald as Crewman

Vince Grant as Yarrick

Matt Huhn as Triannon

Conor O’Farrell as D’Jamat

Tayler Sheridan as Jareb

Lindsey Stoddart as Indava

Gregory Wagrowski as Ceris

David Youse as Nalbis

Notes:

10/15/03: The Starship Enterprise will lend a hand to some new
aliens called ‘Triannons’ in the currently-untitled twelfth episode
of STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE, according to new information pro-
vided TrekWeb. 

Presently known as “Untitled Sphere,” suggesting the story has
to do with the mysterious Expanse spheres encountered in
“Anomaly” and again in “Exile,” the episode will involve a slew of
guest roles. When the Enterprise lends medical attention and
repair work to a damaged Triannon vessel, the crew’s act of
kindness is returned with a takeover of the ship. 

When leader ‘D’Jamat’ sets the Enterprise on a proprietary
course, ‘Captain Archer’ sabotages the ship to bring it out of
warp. ‘Trip’ tells D’Jamat that the EPS manifolds are the problem
and he sends his engineer ‘Nablis’ and another man, ‘Yarrick’, to
investigate. Archer intercepts and stuns Nablis and tries to
appeal to Yarrick’s better judgment in hopes of regaining control
of the Enterprise. 

The Triannons would seem to be spiritual people and at one
early point argue over the virtue of technological progress in a
dinner with the captain and ‘T’Pol’. They also haven’t achieved
warp 5 capability yet, their ship hoping to manage warp 2 after

Trip’s repairs. Other guest roles include a female Triannon named
‘Indava’ and an associate named ‘Jareb’. 

Proving Ground 
Shran and the Andorians catch up to Enterprise in the Expanse
and help capture the Xindi WMD. But Shran has other orders
from Andorian command. 

Guest Actors:

Molly Brink as Talas

Jeffrey Combs as Shran

John Drenner as Degra’s Assistant

Scott MacDonald as Xindi-Reptilian

Randy Oglesby as Degra

Tucker Smallwood as Xindi-Primate

Ted Sutton as Andorian General

Rick Worthy as Xindi-Sloth

Notes:

10/22/03: ENTERPRISE will welcome back the Andorians and Jeff
Combs’s character ‘Shran’ in an unlikely place later this season—
the Expanse. 

In details for the thirteenth episode, “Proving Ground,” provided
to TrekWeb, the Enterprise seeks assistance from Shran when
they run into each other in the Expanse. The mission is to work
together and steal the Xindi weapon of mass destruction. But
unbeknownst to Archer and his crew, Shran has orders from
Andorian command to seize the weapon for their own use
against the Vulcans. 

Shran objects, feeling comradeship toward Archer, but his female
officer ‘Talas’ nonetheless works clandestinely to sabotage the
Enterprise’s efforts. “Proving Ground” may also feature the Xindi
Council, with scenes including the Xindi-Humanoid ‘Degra’ and
his assistant.
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Strategem
Enterprise captures the Xindi leader Degra and Archer tries to
get him to reveal the final location of the weapon. 

Guest Actors:

John Drenner as Thalen

Randy Oglesby as Degra

Notes:

11/22/03:The official STAR TREK web site posted its production
report for episode fourteen, “Stratagem,” yesterday. Offering the
first plot information yet to surface for this episode, the site
reports that it will directly follow-up on the Andorian stint
“Proving Ground.” 

“Having located the site where the Xindi are testing their new
prototype weapon (in the previous segment), Enterprise now
manages to capture Degra and his assistants. Archer then
embarks on an elaborate scheme to dupe Degra into revealing
the location of the actual under-construction Earthbound
weapon.” 

Written by producer Mike Sussman (“Anomaly,” “Twilight”) from a
story by Terry Matalas (“Impulse”), the episode will feature guest
actor Randy Oglesby prominently as the Xindi-Primate ‘Degra’.
Actor John Drennan plays the Xindi council member’s assistant,
‘Thalen’. 

Most of the seven-day shoot took place on standing ENTERPRISE
sets, but several scenes required an alien shuttle. Sussman sug-
gested in his recent TrekWeb live chat that the character of
Degra would undergo some interesting development. 

“The show I’m working on now is, I hope, one that will flesh out
Degra... we’ll learn more about him and his motivations. It’ll also
tell us more about the Xindi and the real reason their Council
was formed.” 

“Stratagem” was directed by veteran Mike Vejar, his third episode
this season. Look for the episode to kick of February Sweeps on
February 4th. 

Harbinger 
The MACOs undertake training exercises, Trip has a romance,
and a mysterious alien visitor arrives. 

Guest Actors: 

Steven Culp as Major Hayes

Thomas Kopache as the Alien

Noa Tishby as Amanda Cole

Notes:

More spoilers for the as-yet-untitled fifteenth episode of ENTER-
PRISE have surfaced today at TrekToday, revealing an A-plot to
accompany the romance reported yesterday. 

According to this new information, the episode will involve the
arrival of a mysterious alien dying of cellular degeneration. The
visitor’s ship is constructed of the alloy contained in the Expanse
Spheres discovered earlier and he tells Archer that he is an

unwitting test subject for the government of another dimension,
forced to aid in testing the vessel he came in. 

The alien finally escapes when Doctor Phlox has his back turned,
disappearing through the wall. The information suggests that the
visitor’s escape will reveal a “shocking” connection to the overall
ENTERPRISE story arc, the temporal cold war. 

11/11/03: Hold on ENTERPRISE fans, it’s about to get interest-
ing. In the as-yet-untitled fifteenth episode of the show, accord-
ing to early plot information, Connor Trinneer’s ‘Trip’ and Jolene
Blalock’s ‘T’Pol’ will face difficult feelings for one another. 

In the episode, Trip begins courting a female MACO officer, even
giving her neuro-pressure treatments. When the young woman,
‘Amanda’, reports to Sickbay with a headache from the session,
‘Phlox’ summons ‘T’Pol, who is surprised that Trip is practicing
the technique with someone else. 

Trip and Amanda continue to flirt during a training session and
T’Pol becomes distracted by watching them. The Vulcan finally
has a neuro-pressure session with Amanda, who talks constantly
about Trip. When Trip comes for his regular session, T’Pol con-
fronts him and they are unable to hide their feelings anymore.
They give in to a kiss and much more... 

Doctors Orders
The first information about the plot for the sixteenth episode of
STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE’s third season has leaked out at
StarTrek.com. In the site’s episode guide section, “Doctor’s
Orders” has appeared. 

According to the brief synopsis available, the episode centers on
‘Dr. Phlox’ having to induce comas in the entire crew to protect
them while the ship passes through a perilous region. 

“The fate of Enterprise is in Dr. Phlox’s hands as the rest of the
crew must be induced into a coma in order to survive a trans-
dimensional disturbance.” 

More information is sure to become available when the produc-
tion report for the episode is published. “Doctor’s Orders” is writ-
ten by Chris Black and will air February 18th. With the news that
ENTERPRISE will only produce 24 episodes this year, there are
now only eight unknown episodes.
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ENT Not Moving to Fridays, Plus It’s
Confirmed: Show Will Only Produce 24
Episodes This Season 

Mediaweek’s programming insider Marc Berman says
rumor has it UPN may move STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE to
Fridays soon. 

“If UPN really does move ENTERPRISE to Friday as
rumored, there really could be trouble ahead for the vul-
nerable STAR TREK series.” 

Berman has been a critic of ENTERPRISE’s ratings per-
formance this season. Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports
have surfaced at Dark Horizons that the ENTERPRISE sea-
son will be shortened by two episodes this year.
Speculation has this a prelude to an early cancellation
after season four, giving the series the 100 episodes it
needs for a syndication deal. 

Rick Berman and Brannon Braga (among other TREK
writers) have publicly stated in the past that 26
episodes, more than most drama series, presents a taxing
schedule for the staff. VOYAGER’s first season was abbre-
viated as four regular episodes were held over until sea-
son two. TrekWeb’s sources have indicated no confirma-
tion that any such move is immediately in the works for
ENTERPRISE.

Media Analyst Marc Berman to NY Post:
STAR TREK Franchise No Longer Viable on
TV

Mediaweek’s programming insider Marc Berman talks
today in a new article at the New York Post examining the
downturn in STAR TREK’s popularity of late. 

“I think STAR TREK still could be viable, but I don’t think
it needs to be a weekly [TV] series anymore,” Berman told
writer Michael Starr. “If ratings for ‘Enterprise’ continue to
go down next season, it’s going to hurt the franchise.” 

Starr writes, “STAR TREK merchandise, once a power-
house, has warped into a shadow of its former self - and
even the show’s official publication, STAR TREK: The
Magazine, has folded,” but does not provide any figures.
The article also characterizes ENTERPRISE’s performance
against new competitor SMALLVILLE as “a pounding.” 

Despite a 10% drop in the November Sweeps period
compared with last season, the show did score its highest
ratings since February with “Similitude” earning a 3.0/5
and an audience of 4.59 million viewers. Compared with
SMALLVILLE, which is also down compared to its Tuesday
night performances last year, ENTERPRISE has actually
improved on its own ratings. Since SMALLVILLE debuted
this season, ENTERPRISE’s ratings have held steady or
grown compared to the end of season two. 

“They can still do a movie or a TV special if there’s not a
weekly series - it is and will always be a viable franchise if
treated properly,” Berman says. Starr indicates that
Paramount officials declined to comment on the article.

Ronald D. Moore Talks Candidly on TNG’s
Flaws, Roddenberry and Berman’s “Rules”
and Much More

Former TNG and DS9 writer/producer Ronald D. Moore
talks in an extensive new interview with IGN Filmforce in
anticipation of the premiere of his new BATTLESTAR
GALACTIA mini-series. Moore recollects his early days in
TNG’s third season and talks freely about the politics going
on behind the scenes and the flaws of the first modern
STAR TREK series. 

“Michael Piller came in my first day and he was like,
‘Well, you know, we’ll see if this works out. I don’t have a
lot of high expectations for you, and if it doesn’t work out,
don’t be too disappointed. We’ll just kind of see’,” Moore
recalls of his first days on the TNG writing staff. “And I
was like, ‘Ughhhh... Okay.’ And it was week-to-week, you
know? He could have dropped me at any week, but what

sort of happened was... they sort of forget. You kind of
forget that that guy over in the corner is on a week-to-
week contract. And nothing ever gets said, so every Friday
would come and nobody would say anything, so I would
just assume that I should come back on Monday, and I’d
walk in the building on Monday morning and I would really
hope that none of the secretaries would stop me and say,
“Oh, didn’t you hear?” That went on for three months, and
at the end of three months it was starting to really wear
at me.” 

Eventually, Moore says, writer Ira Steven Behr noticed
Ron’s predicament and spoke with Piller, who offered him
a story editor contract. Moore says that NEXT GEN was
governed by what has come to be known as “Gene’s
edict,” something he thinks was alien even to the original
series. 

“Making the show ultimately about them was a very key
and important decision,” he says in reference to the efforts
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to write more character-centered stories beginning in year
three. “But we were still operating, for quite awhile, under
‘These people have no flaws.’... I don’t know how Gene
got on that particular hobbyhorse, because Gene was a
writer from way back and he knows better. I think on
some level, the franchise—in the interim years between
the original series and the return of Next Generation to
television—all the fan adulation and sort of pop cultural
phenomena... people started calling Gene a utopian and
that he was a “visionary of the future,” and that he “saw
mankind as IT REALLY SHOULD BE.” And on some level,
Gene started to believe that.” 

After Roddenberry’s death, Piller felt strongly about hon-
oring his vision for the show, even if it put clamps on the
writing staff. Moore says it was difficult because his famil-
iarity with the original STAR TREK didn’t mesh with
Roddenberry’s TNG philopsophy. 

“That drove me particularly crazy, as a fan of the original
series, because I kept saying, ‘Well, wait a minute. The
original series didn’t work like this! I mean, the original
series people were not perfect. My god—Spock and McCoy
were at each other’s throats for big chunks of time, and
sometimes McCoy thought Kirk was an idiot. They were
flawed people. Kirk had quite an ego and arrogance to
him, and sometime it cuts him short.’ The problem is, you
couldn’t do a show like ‘Errand of Mercy’ on Next Gen—
where Kirk says, ‘We’re at war, and I’m a soldier, not a
diplomat.’ And at the end of the piece, he kind of goes,
‘Wow... Look what I was doing. I was so focused on fight-
ing my enemy, the Klingons, and then these aliens had to
sort of show me a thing or two.’ And he learns a lesson.
It’s a great, classic episode...” 

One character that Moore felt got a raw deal as a result
of Roddenberry’s TNG ideal was Wil Wheaton’s ‘Wesley
Crusher’, whose flaws helped create a better kid character
on DS9, Cirroc Lofton’s ‘Jake Sisko’. 

“Once you let Jake be a kid—and let him be a human
kid, and let him not want to put on a uniform and follow
in his father’s footsteps... Once you’re off of that track,
then he’s not a threat to the other characters,” Moore
explains. “Because, ultimately, Wesley was a threat to the
rest of them. He’s “The super smart kid who can save the
ship every week!” And viewers hate him! They don’t want
him to save the ship—they want Geordi to save the ship...
or Picard to save the ship.” 

He says that Marina Sirtis’s ‘Troi’ was also a challenge for
the writers. How do you effectively convey her telepathy
to the viewer? And what is a counselor doing on the
bridge, anyway? 

“Joe Menosky always maintained that when people look
back at NEXT GENERATION, they would single her charac-

ter out as the one thing that made the show anachronis-
tic, because it was such an ‘80s idea that the role of a
therapist was going to be so important in the future that
you would actually give her a chair right next to the
Captain. Which seems patently absurd, even now. There’s
like the captain, his first officer, and his therapist! What?
That’s the trio that sits on the bridge in command deci-
sions?” 

By the time the seventh season of TNG rolled around,
Piller was busy with DEEP SPACE NINE, and Moore and
Brannon Braga and Rick Berman were spending a lot of
time on the feature film GENERATIONS. Moore says this
lack of focus may have contributed to the seventh sea-
son’s overall letdown. 

“I haven’t watched the show in a long time, so all this
sort of is as I remember it, but I always felt that Season 6
was our best year. In Season 6 we tried different means of
storytelling, we went into different territory, the stories
were more ambiguous and more challenging, and it was a
really, really enjoyable year on the staff, so I always think
back that Season 6 was sort of the apex of the experience
there. And that season 7 was one season too many.” 

Moore says he championed the idea of doing a musical
episode of TNG or even DS9, but Rick Berman’s “rule” was
that TREK was strict action/adventure. He says the “rules”
of Roddenberry and Berman after him seemed so arbitrary
that years later, Berman couldn’t recollect ever having one
in particular. 

“Rick’s rule was that you couldn’t mention Kirk or Spock,
in any context. Their names were not allowed to be men-
tioned.” Moore says Ira Behr had to fight to get the one
mention of ‘Spock’ in the Mark Lenard-guesting episode
“Sarek.” “It was absurd. And years later, this came up in
some context with Rick, and Rick just looked at us like, ‘I
never said that. Did I? Did I ever have that rule? I don’t
know why I had that rule.’ But it didn’t matter anymore.
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Ronald D. Moore: Berman Opposed
Dominion War; Studio Fiat Flawed GENER-
ATIONS Story

Former TNG and DS9 co-producer Ronald D. Moore con-
tinues his lenghty conversation with IGN Film Force today,
talking more about his writing partnership with Brannon
Braga, DEEP SPACE NINE, and the first TNG feature GEN-
ERATIONS. 

Of Brannon, Ron says the two developed a productive
relationship during TNG, which led to the first two movie
assignments. 

“Brannon and I were just able to do it,” he says of the
process of working with another writer, which he likens to
a marriage. “I mean, one of us would be at the computer,
the other would be pacing and talking—usually it was me
pacing and talking and Brannon at the computer, and
sometimes I would relieve him. We were just very honest
with each other, and we had different strengths. I had a
good sense of structure and a good sense of structure,
and Brannon had a sense of the bizarre and the fantastic,
and the unexpected, and surprises within scenes and with-
in stories. It was just a really positive, good flow that went
back and forth between us.” 

Moore talks about how he decided to join DEEP SPACE
NINE over VOYAGER after the conclusion of TNG, saying
he knew the former was going to venture into serialized
territory due to its very nature. By the time the Dominion
War came along, Moore says producer Rick Berman was
against carrying it beyond four episodes. 

“I remember when we got into the Dominion War, Rick
was adamant at first that the war would only take 3 or 4
episodes at the most, and we just said, “Sure!” We lied,”
he admits. “We just knew that once we got the ball rolling
that we’d never wrap it up in 3 or 4 episodes, so that was
just trickery. And then as the war went on, Rick would
weigh in periodically about how heroic the characters are
and “Why does this one have to be so depressing” and
“This one’s too violent....” And we’re like, “It’s a f***in’
war! What do you mean it’s too violent?” 

Season seven’s “The Seige of AR-558” and “It’s Only a
Paper Moon” dealt a major blow to Aron Eisenbery’s ‘Nog’,
a semi-regular by that time. Moore says Berman argued
with DS9 show runner Ira Steven Behr over its execution. 

“I remember one particularly insane argument that Ira
and Rick had when Nog was injured and ended up losing
a leg, there was this ridiculous extended argument that I
was in a room while Ira was on the phone,” Moore recalls.
“We had written the draft where he had lost both his legs,
and Rick was just appalled. “We can’t lose the character’s

legs!” And we were like, “No, we’ve got to. We’ve got to
have somebody who’s injured in this war who’s not just a
guest star in the background.” It was a very important
point. And the argument got to the point where they were
arguing about, “Well, does it have to be one leg or two?
And is it above the knee or below the knee?” It was just,
like, they were negotiating over where Nog was to lose his
leg. It was just absurd.” 

The BATTLESTAR GALACTICA screenwriter says another
such battle involved the death of Terry Farrell’s ‘Dax’.
Berman thought she shouldn’t be killed in cold blood and
the ultimate death scene was unsatisfying to Moore. He
characterizes Rick’s input on scripts as “conservative.” 

“They were just always conservative. You were always
pulling back from something. You were never given a note
saying, “Go farther. Go wilder. This needs to be more
shocking.” It was always “Pull it back. Be safer.” 

Once VOYAGER was on the air, Moore says there was a
very clear distaste for DS9 among Paramount and Berman.
He says the DS9 staff even wanted the show to continue
beyond season seven, but the studio was adamant about
giving VOYAGER a solo-run for its last two seasons,
despite never having given DS9 the same opportunity. 

“I don’t think Paramount ever loved it,” he says. “I know
Rick didn’t really love it, and it was just the bastard
stepchild of the franchise.” 

This part of the interview also includes discussion of the
development of STAR TREK: GENERATIONS, which came
out in the fall of 1994 after TNG had gone off the air.
Moore says the film’s script was constructed out of arbi-
trary requirements given from the studio. 

“We were essentially handed a list of things that had to
be in the first movie,” he says, referring to co-writer
Braga. “It was like, “The original cast must be in the first
one, but they can only be in the first 15 minutes of the
film. Kirk can come back at the end. The story has to be
about NEXT GENERATION. There must be a Data runner,
which must have humor.” It was just on and on and on.
“There must be a big villain. There must also be Klingons.
There must be a philosophical thing at stake. There must
be a Picard...” It was just a laundry list of items that you
then tried to construct a plot and story around. And we
wanted to do something big and important, and do some-
thing about mortality, and Picard—our hero—facing his
own mortality, and Kirk dealing with his mortality and
dying, and the destruction of the Enterprise. We were
reaching for really grand themes, but I think the truth is
that we just weren’t ready to write that movie. We were
too young, too inexperienced... Our reach definitely
exceeded our grasp.”
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Ron Moore Talks VOYAGER, FIRST CON-
TACT, BATTLESTAR, and Future of TREK

The third part of IGN Filmforce’s extensive interview with
former TREK writer/producer Ronald D. Moore is now
available, with thoughts from the writer on short stint with
STAR TREK: VOYAGER and writing the very successful
STAR TREK: FIRST CONTACT. Following the conclusion of
DEEP SPACE NINE in 1999, Moore moved over to VOY-
AGER after having discussions about the show with part-
ner and friend Brannon Braga. But Moore left after con-
tributing just one script. 

“There was a split between Brannon and I,” Moore says.
“I think I wasn’t smart enough to realize that... Brannon
and I were partners, we were co-equals, but I was sort of
the senior partner by default, just because I had been
there a year, and I was older. It wasn’t that I was in
charge of Brannon or he worked for me—by any stretch.
We were partners, but it was a little bit that I was the
more senior writer of the two. And when I went over to
VOYAGER, he was in charge and I was the second
banana, and it wasn’t a good fit for either one of us.
Brannon did not react well to the situation and mishandled
it in some ways, and I chafed against it and ultimately just
blew up, and said, “I can’t work like this. I’m outta here.”
And I asked out of my contract and left. It was very
painful. It was a very difficult thing. I tried not to be bitter
at the time, but I was kinda bitter. I was kinda angry. I
was not happy about what had happened, and it took
awhile for Brannon and I to repair our friendship—but we
did. These things happen, and I don’t hold it against him.
I had dinner with him a month-or-so ago, and we’re still
friends, but we’re not writing partners anymore.” 

Moore says Braga was under varying degrees of pressure
from various sources, making the situation difficult for
both of them. 

“I’m there, and I’m telling him, “Let’s change things and
let’s go in a different direction. Let’s do this... Let’s do
that...” Rick is saying, “Play it safe. No no. Play it safe, it’s
Star Trek, you have to be careful.” And Michael’s on the
outside saying, “You guys are ****ing up everything!” And
then Brannon was just in an untenable position, I think.” 

Moore says he hasn’t kept up with ENTERPRISE but is
aware that the show has been taking some heat. In his
estimation, TREK may need a break for a few years before
it can be reapproached from a fresh perspective. 

“You need to start over with a new team,” he explains.
“You need to sort of just start with a blank page... “Okay,
we’re not going to be held to these old sets or ideas or set
designs...” If you look at ENTERPRISE—just look at it...
forget the story... just look at it visually. It does not look

remarkable different from NEXT GENERATION, in my opin-
ion. I think it is edited in the same way, the way it’s
staged, the direction that they’re allowed to do, how they
tell a story, the lighting scheme—a lot of it is very, very
redolent of NEXT GENERATION, and I don’t think... It has
not moved on with television. It’s still stuck in a very old
groove. I think you need to sort of be willing to go in
there and throw all of that away and start over, and not
be locked into, “Well, a bridge is a bridge is a bridge, and
you have to do it like this, and it has to have a
viewscreen.” **** the viewscreen! It’s like, alright already!
You know?”
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TREK Novelist A.C. Crispin to Complete
YESTERDAY Trilogy With New Sequel
Novel

Writer A.C. Crispin is set to return to the STAR TREK uni-
verse with an upcoming novel for Pocket Books, according
to Science Fiction Weekly Interview. 

Crispin, the author of the acclaimed novels YESTERDAY’S
SON, TIME FOR YESTERDAY, THE EYES OF THE BEHOLD-
ERS, and SAREK, is currently at work on an as-yet-untitled
sequel to the YESTERDAY series, which will be forthcom-
ing from Pocket Books. The upcoming book will complete
the trilogy of stories in the YESTERDAY series focusing on
Zar, the son of Spock and Zarabeth (from the Original
Series episode “All our Yesterdays”. 

“In the book,” Crispin explains, “Vulcan is destroyed, and
someone’s altered the past. Kirk, Spock and McCoy go

back in time to fix things. Vulcan is a savage place, bar-
baric, and Kirk and McCoy end up in a Vulcan field hospi-
tal. McCoy has to wear pointed ears to fit in.” 

Crispin also talked about the origins of the YESTERDAY
saga and her approach to writing for an established fran-
chise like STAR TREK. “Although I really don’t think of
myself as arrogant, you have to have a certain amount of
arrogance to believe your writing is good. I looked at the
books in the STAR TREK fiction program and saw they did-
n’t have any but dry stories at the time (in the early
1980’s). I thought, ‘I can do better.’...It was the first non-
movie tie-in to the series to make the New York Times
list.” 

Crispin, who has also written books for the V series line
and created the acclaimed STAR BRIDGE series, is current-
ly working on a fantasy trilogy, EXILES OF BOQ’URAIN.

J.G. Hertzler Hopes for More ‘Martok’
Books, and the Return of ENT’s ‘Kolos’

STAR TREK actor J.G. Hertzler, who has played a smat-
tering of guest characters in the various television series,
is most known for the Klingon General ‘Martok’ in DEEP
SPACE NINE. The actor co-authored two novels, THE LEFT
HAND OF DESTINY, on the character earlier this year with
Jeffrey Lang and says he hopes to do more. 

”People are asking me if I’ll be doing more Martok books
and the truth is I have stories in my head, but I haven’t
actually pitched them to the publisher yet,” he says in the
new issue of the UK’s STAR TREK Monthly (excerpted by
Sci-Fi Pulse). “I was waiting to see how these first books
were perceived. So, more Martok books? Maybe.” 

As part of a large troupe of actors who continually
appear on STAR TREK, Hertzler likens the TREK casting
pool to a repertory company. 

”I think Rick [Berman] thinks of the actors on STAR
TREK as a repertory company,” Hertzler says. “A repertory
company, in theatrical terms, is a group of players that
come back every time and take on different roles. So there
are a number of us who are lucky enough to be a part of
this STAR TREK repertory company.” 

His most recent role was as the Klingon advocate ‘Kolos’
in ENTERPRISE’s season two episode “Judgment.” Hertzler
says he saw something unique in the 22nd Century-era
Klingon. 

”He was almost a logical extension of an older and wiser

Martok,” says the actor. “He talked about what Empire
once was and what it could be again. And it was also
about change, about evolving. In a way, it really meshed
nicely with the character I was creating in the books. So I
had a wonderful time doing that. I feel strongly that they
should bring Kolos back, not only for my financial health,
but also for the sake of the show.”
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CostumeCon 22 
Convention for costumers with workshops, competitions and more.
04-02-2004 thru 04-05-2004
Atlanta GA
www.cc22.org

Sci-Fi Summer Con
Sci-Fi/Fantasy/horror/gaming/art
06-11-2004 thru 6-13-2004
Atlanta GA
www.sfscon.org

DreamCon
Florida’s largest multi-genre hotel based convention
Featured Guest include comic and Star Trek Uber-author, Peter David, the Triumvirate of Sci-Fi writers Larry Niven, Dr.
Jerry Pournelle, and Steven Barnes, as well as Supernatural Suspense Super-novelist, Tananarive Due.
06-11-2004 thru 06-13-2004
Jacksonville FL
www.dreamcon.net

DragonCon
America’s largest annual convention for fans of science fiction, fantasy and horror, comics and art, games and comput-
ers, animation, science, music, television and films.
09-03-2004 thru 09-06-2004
Atlanta GA
www.dragoncon.org

D20 Con
Gaming convention.
10-09-2004 thru 10-10-2004
New Orleans LA
www.d20con.com

Vulkon
Orlando Sci-Fi Vulkon  General Convention
Guest Leonard Nimoy
11-19-2004 thru 11-21-2004
Orlando FL
www.vulkon.com


