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Greetings!
I have sent in the nominations for the Region Two

awards from the Hephaestus, and I think we have
some highly qualified nominees.  If you don’t make it
to the Summit in March, you’ll hear about the results
either online or in the April issue of the Anvil.

The social event ‘schedule’ through at least June
will be to discuss at the business meeting what we
want to do, where and when we’re going to do it, and
follow through.  This may be meeting at my house for
games on the third Friday, or it may mean something
totally different – date, time and place all different.  If
you don’t make it to the business meeting, please
contact me to find out what the social event is each
month.

We’re only about a month and a half from the
Region Two Summit, which will be in early March of
2004.  This is the biggest event in the region each
year for Starfleet, and I believe probably the best
regional event in Starfleet.  See me or Danny for fly-
ers, and make your hotel reservations as soon as
possible.

As you probably all know by now, in addition to my
duties as your chapter commanding officer, I’m the
chairman of the Starfleet International Conference
2004, which will be held at the Birmingham Marriott
on July 29 through August 1, next year.  We’ve
planned a full weekend of activities for all ages,
including a trip to Vulcan and the McWane center,
two Star Trek guests, and fun and educational events
all weekend.  We’re also looking for a person to be a
staff head, of our Transportation department.  This
person would be responsible for organizing trans-
portation of our guests who will be flying in or driving

in on bus lines, getting them to the hotel and back to
their terminal.  If you’re interested, please contact
me.

You’ve no doubt noticed that the club treasury is
very healthy, due to a bunch of renewals and a very
successful garage sale.  Because of this, I’m going to
waive the ‘donation jar’ at our social meetings for the
near future – so no need to worry about chipping in
for the food or drinks, as long as the treasury is look-
ing anywhere near this good.  We’ll also continue to
have small prizes for our games, at either the busi-
ness or social meeting each month.

See you soon!
Pete
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Greetings all!

You may find me to be a little busy over the next
month or so. As I am also Regional Coordinator for
Region 02, and the Region 02 Summit is fast
approaching, I have very little free time these days.
So, be patient with me for a bit!

Speaking of the Region 02 Summit, it’s being held
in Gulfport, MS this year, and has just been awarded
to Tampa, FL for 2005! Both of these locations are
wonderful spots to spend time, so I encourage you all
to try and make these Summits!

If you haven’t heard, I have announced that I’ll be
stepping down as Region 02 Coordinator at the end
of my term. The job takes a lot more time than you
can imagine, and with Matthew at the age he is now,
I need more evenings free to spend with him. I have
no idea who might be interested in running for the
position, so stay posted!

Neil Yawn has been distributing ballots for potential
charitable interests for the USS Hephaestus to focus

our energies on. Take a look at the ballots and be
sure to vote. With something like this, you want to
make your opinion known.

Recently, the chapter’s SFMC unit has undergone a
change of command. Neil Yawn is now the battalion
leader of the Hephaestus SFMC. Contact him if you
are interested in getting involved SFMC. 

Lastly, I’d like to take a moment and thank everyone
who called, wrote or e-mailed me over the last few
months regarding either my health, or my mother’s
health. It’s been an extremely trying three months
with all the sickness, and knowing that friends are
always available if needed is a big help. I’m fine, and
my mother’s been released from the hospital, so
hopefully life will start returning to normal soon.

See ya’ll next month!

Danny

I will be sending out a list ballot
to each member of the
Hephaestus as to our charity we
plan to sponsor. There was a
list of ten in the December Anvil.
The list is the ten that will be
voted on by the crew. Deadline
for the vote will be 15 April 04.

Col. Neil Yawn
2nd Officer USS Hephaestus
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At the January busniness meeting of the USS Hephaestus, the 654th MSG had a change of command.
LtCol. Roy Green stepped down to the position of the DOIC. Col. Neil Yawn accepted the role of OIC. Col.
Yawn having wasted little time has sent the 654th MSG logo to a local shirt shop to have pricing for a
embroded logo shirt. The shirt shop is located in Bessemer and has made several work shirts for Col. Yawn.
Deadline for the pricing is 1 Feb 04. No planned events at this time.

Col. Yawn
OIC 654th MSG

Greetings,

Another month has gone by and you are enjoying another issue of The Anvil.  I want to remind everyone
that the Anvil is only as good as what you put into it.  So try and take some time and get me those submis-
sions.  Your reports and other ideas are always welcome.

The deadline for the next issue is Tuesday, February 17th.  Please send all submission to me at
TheAnvil@charter.net.

Dennis
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Please welcome the Tribble family back
for another year.  Cathy Tribble and her
family have been subscribers for several
years, and have renewed again.  We’re
glad to have you aboard!

Previous Balance: 275.23
Income: +10.00 Renewals
Expenses: -9.00 Postage

-32.00 Christmas party
New Balance: 244.34

The January Business was held at Barnes and Noble
Booksellers. Attendence was good, considering it was the first
meeting after the holiday season.

The first order of business was a discussion of the decision to
move away from the ‘two-meeting’ model for the chapter, and

instead have the Business Meeting (as normal) and then a Social Event once a month. The crew present still
seemed to favor this idea, and no objections were voiced. 

Danny Potts discussed the ballots that all Starfleet members should have received by then. He explained
the reasoning that went into the ballots, and encouraged everyone to vote who had received them. He then
briefly touched on outstanding promotions for a few members of the crew.

Neil Yawn then announced a First Aid/CPR class would be held on January 7, at a cost of $75 per partici-
pant. He then talked about his plan to establish a ‘short list’ of local charities for the chapter to focus on. Neil
then announced that he had assumed command of the chapter’s SFMC group. 

Denby Potts announced that Barnes and Noble would be moving to a new location in April, 2004, and that
we were still welcome to meet at the new location. More information was promised as it became available.

The crew then spent the remainder of their time in socializing and chatting. For once, no games were
played!
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Command  Staff

Pete  Mohney,  Rear Admiral, Commanding Officer

Danny  Potts,  Commodore – First Officer

Neil  Yawn,Colonel - Second Officer

Executive  Committee

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain

Denby  Potts, Commodore

Dennis  Evans, Captain

Sciences

Roy  Green, Lt Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

Neil  Yawn, Col - Meteorology Specialist, SFMD

Computer  Sciences

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr, Chief

Navigation

Vacant

Engineering

Vacant

Cadet  Training

Nicholas  Mohney, Petty Officer Third Class

Michelle  Lindsay, Junior Cadet Specialist

Matthew  Potts

Katrina  Mohney

Haley  Youngblood

Unassigned  Crew  and  Civilians

Dean  Meadows

Loma  Brown

Wayne  Crowe

Operations

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Denby  Potts,Commodore, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Pete  Mohney, Rear Admiral, Technical Information Officer

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Overseas Coupon Coordinator

Lynnette  Yawn, Ens, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Roy  Green, Lt Col

Neil  Yawn, Col, SFMD

Communications

Dennis  Evans, Captain, Chief

Mark  Lindsay, Cmdr

Pat  Simmons, Lt Cmdr

Security

Roy  Green, Lt Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

Medical

Neil  Yawn, Col, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Vice Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Pamela  Lindsay, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT
DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF



All times, dates and locations are subject to change. Please contact Pete Mohney or any other command offi-
cer before attending meetings if you haven’t been in touch recently.

February 20 (approx) social gathering TBA

March 1 business meeting, Barnes and Noble, Riverchase

March 12-14 Region 2 Summit, Gulfport, Mississippi

March 19 (approx) social gathering TBA

April 5 business meeting Barnes And Noble, Riverchase

April 16 (approx) social gathering TBA

May 1 business meeting, Barnes and Noble, Riverchase

May 21 (approx) social gathering TBA
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Feb 01 Bibi Besch (Carol Marcus)
Feb 02 Brent Spiner (Data)
Feb 10 Dame Judith Anderson (High Priestess T’Lar)
Feb 16 LeVar Burton (Geordi LaForge)
Feb 17 Michelle Forbes (Ro Laren)
Feb 23 Majel Barrett (Lwaxana Troi)
Feb 24 Pete Mohney



7

USS  HEPHAESTUS THE  ANVIL  

I have been working on a plan for recruiting for the
chapter for 2004. As has been done in the past, the
people who recruit new members this year will receive a
prize or membership time, with the person who recruits
the most new members getting their Starfleet member-
ship paid for the next time they need to renew.
Everyone who recruits a new member will get two
months of Hephaestus membership time per new mem-
ber. I’ll be bringing Hephaestus flyers to every business
meeting for the rest of the year, for crew to drop off
around town at likely places for people to find who might
be interested in Starfleet.

The following is a month by month plan for recruiting for
this year.

Please let me know if you have any suggestions - and
let’s get recruiting!

a. January - explain the terms of the competition to the
crew.

b. February - Publicize the Region Two summit in local
newspapers and radio. Offer to write an article and pro-
vide photos to the newspapers. Bring flyers to chapter
meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby
shops, book stores, and so on.

c. March - Attend the summit. Take careful notes and
lots of pictures. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for
everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, book

stores, and so on.

d. April - Make a donation to the Birmingham Zoo, to sponsor an animal. This will get us some PR and
good relations with the zoo, which sets us up for May. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distrib-
ute at their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on. 

e. May - Have a recruiting event at the zoo, in one of the large, popular animal exhibits. Put emphasis on
civic and social events. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby
shops, book stores, and so on.

f. June - Have summer cookout at Commanding Officer’s house. Invite friends, unassigned R2 members,
members of other chapters, and members of other area Sci Fi clubs. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for
everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, bookstores, and so on.

g. July - Gather a list of Star Trek related web pages that are willing to trade links. Send them a link to our
chapter page.  Search the AOL member database for people in Alabama with an interest in Star Trek. Send
a mass mailing to them with information on the club, and follow up any responses. Bring flyers to chapter
meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on. Send press releas-
es to local newspaper, television and radio stations early in the month, to inform them of the Starfleet IC on
July 30 to August 1.

h. August - Host Starfleet International Conference.  Advertising and press releases should get lots of atten-
tion. Late in the month, go to Children’s Hospital; take toys and comfort items to the kids, dress in uniforms.
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Send a press release to the newspaper. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their
favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on

i. September - Attend Dragon Con in Atlanta, with as many crewmembers as can go. Distribute flyers lib-
erally. Pay to have an ad in the Trek Track booklet. Carry business cards and flyers to hand out to anyone
at Trek events, or wearing Trek costumes. Co-host the Ten Forward party. Bring flyers to chapter meeting
for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, bookstores, and so on.

j. October - Have Halloween party at Commanding Officer’s house. Invite friends, unassigned R2 mem-
bers, members of other chapters, and members of other area Sci Fi clubs. Bring flyers to chapter meeting
for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, bookstores, and so on.

k. November - Do a toy collection event for disadvantaged children. Give out flyers in front of a store to
everyone who enters, with information about the event and the club. Any new members recruited are credit-
ed to whomever they say most contributed to bringing them into the club. Issue a press release about the
event two weeks prior.  Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops,
book stores, and so on.

l. December - Pick a movie (preferably science fiction) premiere evening, get with a movie theater about
having a recruiting table in their lobby. Hand out flyers to all who show interest. Have people fill out draw-
ing slips with address and email for a prize; use this data to contact recruits once or twice to try to get them to
a meeting. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, book
stores, and so on. Have Christmas party at Commanding Officer’s house. Invite friends, unassigned R2
members, members of other chapters, and members of other area Sci Fi clubs. Bring flyers to chapter
meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on. At the end of the
month, tally the results and present the awards.
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There is a date on the mailing label on your Anvil, which shows
your Hephaestus expiration date, when you will cease receiving your
newsletter. I will include a renewal reminder note in your last Anvil,
encouraging you to renew. You can, of course, renew whenever you
like! It will always extend your membership by a year.

The following is a list of those whose Starfleet International mem-
bership expiration dates are known (I have your Starfleet card with
your expiration date on it). 

Member Expires
CO RADM Mohney , Pete 13766 10/12/04 
XO COMM Potts , Danny 30776 02/21/04 
LTCMDR Benton , Sheila Marie 45356 02/21/04 
ENS Crowe , Wayne G. 56707 09/08/04 
CAPT Evans , Dennis 22778 09/25/04 
CMDR Green Jr, Roy Curtis 19940 10/28/04 
Kelly , Timothy L. 60663 05/20/04 
CMDR Lindsay , Mark 25760 07/24/04 
CDT Lindsay , Michelle L 31843 07/24/04 
LTCMDR Lindsay , Pamela 16555 07/24/04 

Member Expires
CDT Mohney , Katrina Leigh 54772 10/12/04 
PO2 Mohney , Nicholas 28322 10/12/04 
CAPT Mohney , Sue Ellen 13218 10/12/04 
COMM Potts , Denby 50136 02/21/04 
CDT Potts , Matthew 51599 02/21/04 
LTCMDR Simmons , Patricia 47194 07/28/04 
CMDR Wallace , Penny 50414 08/10/04 
CAPT Yawn , Rodney Neil 31135 08/18/04 
CDT Youngblood , Haley 60473 03/08/04 
ENS Youngblood-Yawn , Lynette 55540 08/18/04

GALACTICA given six
By: PATRICK SAURIOL

While fans of the new BATTLESTAR GALACTICA “re-imagining” wait for
official word to find out whether or not The Sci Fi Channel has decided
to take the show to series, we’ve heard from one of our trustworthy
sources on the matter. According to this Vancouver-based source, the
Channel has given the producers of the new GALACTICA a six-episode
commitment. It just hasn’t been officially announced yet. 

Debuting to strong ratings, last month’s broadcast of the two-part,
four-hour BATTLESTAR GALACTICA mini-series earned the Sci Fi
Channel its third highest ratings ever for a program. The second night

of GALACTICA grabbed a larger share of the audience than the first night. Usually this kind of good news
would be enough to launch the program into a full-fledged series but the show’s high cost per episode
(which is ironically the same kind of issue that led to the original GALACTICA’s swift cancellation after just
one season) is contributing to cold feet by Channel suits. But as our source tells us—and we know who they
are and their previous established track history is solid—the Channel has ordered a half-dozen hour-long
episodes. It’s expected that all of the primary cast members from the mini-series will re-appear in the series
version of GALACTICA.
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STAR TREK ENTERPRISE
AIR DATE EP # EPISODE TITLE

Feb 4 66 Strategem
Feb 11 67 Harbinger 
Feb 18 68 Doctor’s Orders
Feb 25 69 Hatchery 
Mar 3 70 Azati Prime
Apr 21 71 Damage
Apr 28 72 The Forgotten

Title: Strategem 
Synopsis:
Enterprise captures the Xindi leader Degra and
Archer tries to get him to reveal the final location of
the weapon. 
Writer(s):
Terry Matalas (story)
Mike Sussman (teleplay) 
Director:
Mike Vejar
Guest Actors:
John Drenner as Thalen
Randy Oglesby as Degra

Notes:
11/22/03:The official STAR TREK web site posted
its production report for episode fourteen,
“Stratagem,” yesterday. Offering the first plot infor-
mation yet to surface for this episode, the site
reports that it will directly follow-up on the Andorian
stint “Proving Ground.” 
“Having located the site where the Xindi are testing
their new prototype weapon (in the previous seg-
ment), Enterprise now manages to capture Degra
and his assistants. Archer then embarks on an elabo-
rate scheme to dupe Degra into revealing the loca-
tion of the actual under-construction Earthbound
weapon.” 
Written by producer Mike Sussman (“Anomaly,”

“Twilight”) from a story by Terry Matalas (“Impulse”),
the episode will feature guest actor Randy Oglesby
prominently as the Xindi-Primate ‘Degra’. Actor John
Drennan plays the Xindi council member’s assistant,
‘Thalen’. 
Most of the seven-day shoot took place on standing
ENTERPRISE sets, but several scenes required an
alien shuttle. Sussman suggested in his recent
TrekWeb live chat that the character of Degra would
undergo some interesting development. 
“The show I’m working on now is, I hope, one that
will flesh out Degra... we’ll learn more about him and
his motivations. It’ll also tell us more about the Xindi
and the real reason their Council was formed.” 
“Stratagem” was directed by veteran Mike Vejar, his
third episode this season. Look for the episode to
kick of February Sweeps on February 4th. 

Title: Harbinger
Synopsis:
The MACOs undertake training exercises, Trip has a
romance, and a mysterious alien visitor arrives.
Writer(s):
Manny Coto
Director:
David Livingston
Guest Actors:
Steven Culp as Major Hayes
Thomas Kopache as the Alien
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Noa Tishby as Amanda Cole

Notes:
More spoilers for the as-yet-untitled fifteenth episode
of ENTERPRISE have surfaced today at TrekToday,
revealing an A-plot to accompany the romance
reported yesterday. 
According to this new information, the episode will
involve the arrival of a mysterious alien dying of cel-
lular degeneration. The visitor’s ship is constructed of
the alloy contained in the Expanse Spheres discov-
ered earlier and he tells Archer that he is an unwit-
ting test subject for the government of another
dimension, forced to aid in testing the vessel he
came in. 
The alien finally escapes when Doctor Phlox has his
back turned, disappearing through the wall. The
information suggests that the visitor’s escape will
reveal a “shocking” connection to the overall ENTER-
PRISE story arc, the temporal cold war. 
11/11/03: Hold on ENTERPRISE fans, it’s about to
get interesting. In the as-yet-untitled fifteenth
episode of the show, according to early plot informa-
tion, Connor Trinneer’s ‘Trip’ and Jolene Blalock’s
‘T’Pol’ will face difficult feelings for one another. 
In the episode, Trip begins courting a female MACO
officer, even giving her neuro-pressure treatments.
When the young woman, ‘Amanda’, reports to
Sickbay with a headache from the session, ‘Phlox’
summons ‘T’Pol, who is surprised that Trip is practic-
ing the technique with someone else. 
Trip and Amanda continue to flirt during a training
session and T’Pol becomes distracted by watching
them. The Vulcan finally has a neuro-pressure ses-
sion with Amanda, who talks constantly about Trip.
When Trip comes for his regular session, T’Pol con-
fronts him and they are unable to hide their feelings
anymore. They give in to a kiss and much more... 

Title:  Doctor’s Orders 
Synopsis:
Phlox must induce comas to protect the crew. 
Writer(s):
Chris Black
Director:

Roxann Dawson
Title: Hatchery 
Synopsis:
The Enterprise discovers a crashed Xindi-Insectoid
shuttle and learns a secret of the Insectoids’ repro-
duction
Writer(s):
Andre Bormanis
Mike Sussman
Director: Michael Grossman
Guest Actors:
Steven Culp as Major Hayes
Daniel Dae Kim as Corporal Chang
Sean McGowan as Corporal Hawkins

Title:  Azati Prime
Synopsis: 
The Xindi weapon is located but Daniels shows up to
throw another wrench into the Xindi plot: a different
alien race from the future is responsible for starting
the hostilities
Writer(s):
Rick Berman
Brannon Braga
Manny Coto (story)
Manny Coto (teleplay)
Director:
Allan Kroeker
Guest Actors:
Christopher Goodman as Degra’s Assistant
Scott MacDonald as Reptilian Commander
Randy Oglesby as Degra
Tucker Smallwood as Xindi-Primate
Matt Winston as Daniels
Rick Worthy as Xindi-Arboreal

Notes:
UPN synopsis: “Enterprise finally arrives at the site of
the Xindi weapon that is meant to destroy Earth, but
Archer’s mission is thrown into doubt when Crewman
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Daniels makes a visit. He takes Archer 400 years into
the future to show him a conspiracy involving anoth-
er species planning an invasion of the universe and
explains that these creatures are responsible for pit-
ting the humans against the Xindi in the first place.” 

Title: Damage
Synopsis:
After narrowly escaping a battle with the Xindi, the
Enterprise teams up with a nearby Illyrian ship to
mend its wounds. Meanwhile, Archer is captured by
Xindi-Acquatics.
Writer(s):
Phyllis Strong
Director:
James L. Conway

Guest Actors:
Casey Biggs as Illyrian Captain
Josette DiCarlo as Sphere-Builder
Scott MacDonald as Reptilian Commander
Randy Oglesby as Degra
Rick Worthy as Xindi-Humanoid

Notes:
Casey Biggs played ‘Damar’ on DEEP SPACE NINE. 

Title: The Forgotten 
Synopsis: 
No information available. 
Director: 
LeVar Burton

Sweeps Goes Nude—With John Billingsley?
‘Phlox’ in the Buff in “Doctor’s Orders”

STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE actor John Billingsley was
on hand for UPN’s winter press tour earlier this week,
according to Sci-Fi Wire, and the actor revealed the
series will go totally exploitive in an upcoming
February Sweeps episode. In “Doctor’s Orders,”
‘Phlox’ induces comas in the rest of the crew and
must ferry the Enterprise through a dangerous short
cut that only Denobulan physiology can withstand. 

“I have to run the whole ship,” he said. “And I walk
around naked—sweeps week, baby!—and it turns out
I was a little optimistic, and this weird section of
space is actually kind of driving me mad, too. So now
I’m mad, all by myself, on the ship. Mad, naked and
all by myself on the ship.” 

ENTERPRISE hasn’t been shy to show a little skin in
the past, particularly with co-star Jolene Blalock
(‘T’Pol’). Billingsley says “Orders” could have provided
a wonderful opportunity for alien anatomy humor. 

“In the nude scene, I was hoping ... you know, it
would be like, I walk in the room, and a flower pot
gets knocked over all the way [on the other side of
the room]. ... They didn’t go for that, darn it
[laughs].”

Connor Trinner Says Romance in the Air,
Plus Arc Giving Prequel “Momentum”

Connor Trinneer participated in UPN’s winter press
tour earlier this week, commenting on a possible
romance for ‘Trip’ and the show’s overall arc, accord-
ing to Sci-Fi Wire. 

“Whatever’s going on now in that relationship, I
think that relationship is going to have so many dif-
ferent levels,” the actor said of his character’s rela-
tionship with Jolene Blalock’s ‘T’Pol’. “I think that
relationship is going to go all over the place.” 

Trinneer says the on-going Xindi arc has given
ENTERPRISE focus and made the storytelling better. 

“You get a consistency in the stories being of high
quality, and you get one and then another and
another, and you start to feel like you’re building
momentum,” he says. “And it’s also helpful to have
an arc that you’re doing for the whole year, which
helps you, I think, build momentum in that. So you
start from a place and hopefully build up steam to
tell that story and its climax. And I think we’re doing
that.”
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Dominic Keating Misses Character
Episodes Squeezed Out by Xindi Arc, Talks
“Harbinger”

STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE
actor Dominic Keating talks in
the latest issue of the UK’s
STAR TREK Magazine, saying
he wishes there was more
room for character-centric
episodes like “Minefield”
within the current story arc. 

“The thing I quite liked
about the first two seasons,
in retrospect, was that I got
a bone thrown at me at least

once or twice a year, with good, solid episode that
was just Reed, or with Reed as the A - story,” the
actor says in excerpts available at Sci-Fi Pulse. “That
hasn’t happened yet this year and I don’t know if it

will. I’m not ruling it out, but it seems that the
accent is much more on this arc apropos the Xindi,
and the race to get to them before they get to Earth.
And I don’t know it there’s particularly time in that
timeline for a character-driven Reed episode.” 

Reed will have a little more to do in an upcoming
episode, “Harbinger,” when tensions between his
security plans and those of MACO Major Hayes come
to a head. 

“The episode brings to the fore the friction that was
first alluded to between Reed and Major Hayes,” he
explains. “We’d dropped that conflict for a while,
because Reed seemed to be accepting the need for
the MACO’s and the [show’s] powers-that be wanted
the characters on the same page. But in this episode,
finally the bubble bursts and all hell breaks loose,
and Reed and Hayes have a massive fight. It’s good
stuff.”

Borg Invasion Spreads Coast to Coast as
Paramount’s Carowinds Readies TREK Coaster

On the
heels of the
all-new Borg-
themed
attractions in
Germany and
the STAR

TREK Experience in Las Vegas, Paramount Parks
today announced a third major attraction utilizing the
iconic cybernetic baddies. Paramount’s Carowinds in
Charlotte, North Carolina plans to open the world’s
first roller coaster to take advantage of the STAR
TREK license. 

Titled BORG ASSIMILATOR, the coaster will be the
park’s first “flying” coaster—hurling riders in a hori-
zontal superhero-like position—through corkscrews
and drops. “Warping to our time period through a rift
in the space-time continuum, the BORG crash-landed
in the middle of Paramount’s Carowinds and their
ship—a giant gray and black sphere—has come to
rest near the park’s new flying roller coaster,”
announces a company press release. 

The coaster staging area will mimic the inside of
the Borg Collective before beckoning passengers
aboard trains that rise to a 115-foot high, 30-degree
initial plummet. The ASSIMILATOR will go as fast as
51 miles per hour down 2,781 feet of track that
winds through the themed remnants of the crashed
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Borg vessel. 

“There’s
only one
chance to be
the first, so
we feel espe-
cially honored
to be the first
theme park
in the world

to have a roller coaster that carries the Star Trek
brand,” said Dale Kaetzel, vice president of marketing
& assistant general manager of Paramount’s
Carowinds in the release. “BORG ASSIMILATOR gives

our guests a unique opportunity—to experience the
sensations of free flight without the traditional
boundaries of a roller coaster. As you look out over
the park, you get a virtually unobstructed view of the
landscape, and you are continually surprised at
where the experience takes you.” 

The coaster will be the tallest in the park, which
houses eleven other roller coaster thrill rides. It also
boasts eight inversions, the largest number of any
coaster in the southeast United States. These break
down as one 68-foot vertical loop; a 110-degree
horseshoe inversion; two corkscrews; and four 180-
degree inversions. The thrill will last two minutes and
an appropriate STAR TREK forty-seven seconds.

Patrick Stewart Talks Playing Powerful King
Henry in New Film LION IN WINTER

Patrick Stewart says
his military father and
years of playing
authority figures pre-
pared him to take on
the meglomaniacal
‘King Henry’ in his
new version of THE
LION IN WINTER. In
the remake of the
1968 film starring
Peter O’Toole and
Katherine Hepburn,
Stewart playes oppo-
site screen legend

Glenn Close. 

“My father was a superstar in the British military, a
very impressive man, and from him I inherited a lot
of the sheer fun and pleasure of being top dog, and
all the responsibility that goes with it,” he says in an
interview with the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, where
he’ll screen the movie at a film festival this weekend.
“I’ve always been fascinated by playing people in
power and getting underneath the strength and con-
fidence of an authoritative person.” 

The new version, which will air on the Showtime
network in May, uses the same screenplay as the

original by writer John Goldman. But Stewart says he
wanted to bring a different angle to the work. 

“Although there was plenty of irony in the first
movie, the comic brilliance wasn’t that present,” he
said. “That was something we determined to do, to
bring the sex and the real heat of passion that still
existed between Eleanor and Henry, their competi-
tiveness and their desire for one another.” 

Henry and Eleanor (Close) disagree over which of
their three sons should inherit the throne, so Henry
imprisons Eleanor in a castle to prevent any treach-
ery. 

“It was an intriguing role to play, emotionally and
objectively, because he’s never in the same place for
more than a few minutes.”
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Robert Hewitt Wolfe Back in the Fold With
Behr, Echevarria’s Cable Drama THE 4400

Former STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE writer and
producer Robert Hewitt Wolfe has announced that he
is joining the new USA Network drama series THE
4400. Speaking in forums at Ex Isle, Wolfe says he’ll
be a consulting producer on the show. DS9 vets
Rene Echevarria and Ira Steven Behr are behind the
show, which is also produced by Francis Ford
Coppola’s American Zoetrope. 

“It’s a blast working with Rene and Ira again,”
Wolfe writes. “And the other writers are terrific, too.
Hopefully everyone will have as much fun watching it
as we are coming up with stories. “ 

THE 4400 centers around a group of missing or
dead people who are reincarnated with superhuman
abilities that a new U.S. government agency culls for
its own purposes (story). 

“Rene Echevarria is writing the first two hours (with
Scott Peters), Ira Steven Behr is showrunning, and
I’ll be writing an hour of the show and helping plot

out the other episodes,” Wolfe revealed. “So far,
we’re having a great time working out the stories.
Obviously, I can’t give many details, but the series
itself is very character-focussed with a major empha-
sis on the personal lives of our principals, which
should make for a very moving and emotional 6
hours... provided we don’t screw it up.” 

Wolfe left DS9 at the end of its fifth season and
developed and executive produced the Tribune
Entertainment syndicated series GENE
RODDENBERRY’s ANDROMEDA, before leaving during
a shake-up of the show’s creative staff. Wolfe was
instrumental in developing the Dominion in DS9’s
early seasons and with Behr wrote some of the
show’s most famous installments, such as “Call to
Arms.” He left the station in a cameo in that very
episode. USA has not announced a premiere date for
THE 4400.

Paramount Licenses Reprints of Original Gold Key TREK
Comics, First Volume Due in March

Paramount and Checker Book Publishing Group have announced a licensing
deal for the publisher to issue new reprints of several classic STAR TREK
comics. 

Originally printed beginning in 1967 and running until 1979, Western
Publishing produced sixty full-color issues under is Gold Key banner. The
1970s also saw newsprint paperback editions issued under the title THE
ENTERPRISE LOGS. 

Checker has compiled issues 1-8 in the first edition to come out of the
license, set for publication in March. Writing credits on these original Kirk,
Spock, McCoy and the gang stories are unknown, but they feature art from
Nevio Zaccara 

(1,2) and Alberto Giolitti (3-8). Later issues featured the writing talents of
Len Wein, George Kashdan and event ENTERPRISE illustrator Doug Drexler.

Checker was formed four years ago with the intent to “bring the absolute best of dormant, unpublished, and
under-published serial comics and cartooning back to print,” according to a press release.
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CostumeCon 22
Convention for costumers with workshops, competi-
tions and more.
04-02-2004 thru 04-05-2004
Atlanta GA
www.cc22.org

Sci-Fi Summer Con
Sci-Fi/Fantasy/horror/gaming/art
06-11-2004 thru 6-13-2004
Atlanta GA
www.sfscon.org

DreamCon
Florida’s largest multi-genre hotel based convention
Featured Guest include comic and Star Trek Uber-
author, Peter David, the Triumvirate of Sci-Fi writers
Larry Niven, Dr. Jerry Pournelle, and Steven Barnes,
as well as Supernatural Suspense Super-novelist,

Tananarive Due.
06-11-2004 thru 06-13-2004
Jacksonville FL
www.dreamcon.net

DragonCon
America’s largest annual convention for fans of sci-
ence fiction, fantasy and horror, comics and art,
games and computers, animation, science, music,
television and films.
09-03-2004 thru 09-06-2004
Atlanta GA
www.dragoncon.org

D20 Con
Gaming convention.
10-09-2004 thru 10-10-2004
New Orleans LA
www.d20con.com

Vulkon
Orlando Sci-Fi Vulkon  General Convention
Guest Leonard Nimoy
11-19-2004 thru 11-21-2004
Orlando FL
www.vulkon.com

Pocket Books Readies TALES FROM THE CAP-
TAIN’S TABLE for 2005

Pocket Books is preparing to continue its highly popular CAP-
TAIN’S TABLE series with an all-new anthology. 

In the recent Book Club chat session on StarTrek.com, writer
Keith R.A. DeCandido announced that he would be editing
TALES FROM THE CAPTAIN’S TABLE, an anthology of nine all-
new stories featuring Starfleet captains from film, television, and
print. 

According to DeCandido, the lineup will feature: 

* Jonathan Archer of the Enterprise NX-01 

* Demora Sulu of the Enterprise-B (after the events of SER-
PENTS AMONG THE RUINS) 

* Jean-Luc Picard of the Stargazer 

* William T. Riker of the Titan (after the events of STAR TREK
NEMESIS) 

* Kira Nerys of Deep Space Nine (after the events of UNITY) 

* Chakotay of the Voyager (after THE FARTHER SHORE) 

* Elizabeth Shelby of the Trident (NEW FRONTIER series) 

* David Gold of the U.S.S. da Vinci (S.C.E. series) 

* Klag, son of M’Raq, of the I.K.S. Gorkon 

“Basically, we’re covering the captains not covered by the previ-
ous CAPTAIN’S TABLE miniseries or ENTERPRISE LOGS,”
DeCandido said at Psi Phi’s message board. 

The original six-book CAPTAIN’S TABLE series, which first
appeared in 1998, featured Kirk, Sulu, Picard, Sisko, Janeway,
Mackenzie Calhoun, and Christopher Pike.


