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Greetings!
Well, by the time you read this, the International

Convention will practically be here, as will the lat-
est addition to the Mohney family.  I will be very
busy for all of July with the IC, and with preparing
for our new daughter, and afterwards I’ll be a little
busy too.  As a matter of fact, I’m skipping the July
business meeting to go to a childbirth refresher
class, so Danny will be in charge of that.  I’ll see a
lot of you at the Potts’ house at 2 pm on July 17,
where we’ll be stuffing registration packets for the
IC, having a working meeting, and then some food
and fun.

If you haven’t yet registered for the IC, and you’re
able to go… I encourage you to sign up and
attend.  It may be a decade before the IC comes
back to the south, and it could be many years
before it is so close you don’t even have to pay
hotel or air fare to attend!  An IC is like a Summit,
but bigger and better, and you’ll meet more people
there from all over the country (and our of it) than
at any summit.  I hope to see a lot of you there.

We are now officially using the Kingdom Comics
shop as our ‘business meeting’ site.  We hope this
will help us recruit new members better than
Barnes and Noble ever did; despite some appar-
ently good plans at first, few benefits ever material-
ized and B&N turned out to not be a very good
place to meet.  I’m confident that a comic shop will
be much better!

This is a big year for the Hephaestus – not only
are we the host chapter for the Starfleet

International Conference, it’s also our 15th anniver-
sary.  We’ll be celebrating this event at our
Halloween party, and I’d like to do something spe-
cial this year.  Please send me or tell me your
ideas, and we’ll make this a party that won’t soon
be forgotten!

In the last issue of the Anvil, I provided a list of
‘recruiting activities’ for the chapter for the whole
year.  I think that if we have a structure of events
to look forward to, we’ll have a better end result –
some new members.  Whoever recruits the most
new members this year will receive a Starfleet
membership.  Second and third place recruiters
may receive prizes also, of lesser value, if they
recruit enough people.  I’ll have Hephaestus flyers
at every meeting, and other flyers, for people to
put at places to recruit with.

You’ve no doubt noticed that the club treasury is
very healthy, due to a bunch of renewals and a
very successful garage sale.  Because of this, I’m
going to waive the ‘donation jar’ at our social meet-
ings for the near future – so no need to worry
about chipping in for the food or drinks, as long as
the treasury is looking anywhere near this good.
We’ll also continue to have small prizes for our
games, at either the business or social meeting
each month.

See you soon!
Pete
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Greetings,

I just wanted to take a moment to
remind everyone about submitting your
material to the Anvil.  The deadline for
the next issue is Tuesday, July 20th.  So

get busy and get those submissions to me by that date.  Please send them to me at
TheAnvil@charter.net.

Dennis
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One of the questions I get hit with a lot around
Summit time and IC time is: “How can I get <insert
member name here> promoted?”

To answer this question, I wanted to take a minute
and explain a few things about Flag Rank promo-
tions, and how to (and how not to) increase your
chances at getting one. 

Let me clear up the most common misconception
surrounding promotions: You need more that the min-
imum time-in-grade to get a chance at a promotion.
This isn’t my rule, it’s just a reality that I’ve faced for
the last few years in trying to get people promoted. I
probably get ten e-mails a year saying “I’ve been a
Captain for two years! Isn’t it about time I got a pro-
motion?”

Honestly? No.

Contrary to popular belief, promotions are not enti-
tlements, they are rewards for doing work for your
chapter, your Region and Starfleet International. I’ve
submitted promotion requests for folks who have
been in their rank for close to five years, and they get
voted down by the Starfleet Promotions Board, usual-
ly because the member hasn’t done much other than
show up for meetings during that time.

What you need to do, to get promoted is simple:
Get involved! 

Work a summit… run a CPR class… volunteer time
on the Regional Staff… volunteer time for Starfleet
International… Do something!

It’s a lot easier to get you promoted if I can point to
specific items you have done since your last promo-
tion, than just to say “Joe Member has been to every
chapter meeting in the last two years.”

Oh yeah, that’s the second misconception… Your
promotion is based on what you’ve done since your
LAST promotion. You can be an extremely active
members for 10 years, but if you’ve been inactive the
last two, what you did the first eight don’t weigh much
in the balance. 

Now, for non-flag rank promotions, the decision to
promote or not rests with me, as XO, and if you feel
that you’ve been waiting a bit long, feel free to beat
me over the head to get my attention!

That pretty much does it for this month. I look for-
ward to seeing you all at the International Conference
next month!

Danny
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This comes from a flyer put out by Children’s Hospital - Injury Prevention Handbook:

HOME ENVIRONMENT INJURY PREVENTION ASSESSMENT

1) Do you keep syrup of ipecac in your home? Yes or No

Syrup of ipecac is used to induce vomiting, but is not applicable as a remedy for all kinds of poisons. Please
contact the Poison Control Center before using ipecac syrup.

2) Do you use child restraint closures on all your prescription bottles? Yes or NO

Although nothing is completely childproof, child resistant closures have been shown to significantly reduce the
number of childhood poisonings.

3) Do you have a smoke detector? Yes or NO

Early warning devices such as smoke detectors can alert residents in case of a fire and help keep the fatality
rate from residential fires down.

4) Have you turn your hot water thermostat down to less than 120F ?Yes or NO

26,000 homes in Alabama have excessively hot tap water, 150^ water can cause a third degree burn in only
two seconds; it takes at least 5 minutes of contact with a 120^ water before any burn occurs.

5) Do you use child safety seats and/or seat belts? Yes or No

Child restraint seats increase the survivability of children involved in automobile crashes by 90% and seat
belts increase the survivability of adults by 60%.

6) Do you have the Poison Control Information Center phone number on your phone or posted near
the phone? Yes or No

The number is 933-4050 in Birmingham; 1-800-292-6678 statewide; 1-800-222-1222 nationwide; and they are
open 24 hours a day.
Thanks,

Lt.Comm. S.Benton

by Lt. Commander Sheila Benton
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The June business meeting was held at Kingdom
Comics for the first time.  The owner is very helpful,
and is putting up a sign advertising the meetings, and
flyers for the club and the IC.  We are given two large
tables, and we basically take over the back half of
the store.  About half a dozen members attended,
and we discussed future chapter activities, especially

the upcoming IC, and then played a few
rounds of Dalmuti.

The July social meeting was our annual
cookout, held at the Mohneys’ house on
June 19.  The afternoon started with some
envelope stuffing, getting a mailing ready for

the IC to all of the chapters in Starfleet, and then
moved on to a short working discussion about the IC.
After about 3 p.m., the social crowd came in.  We
had a pretty good crowd, about fifteen, and more
food than we could manage to eat.  Half the crowd
ended up in the basement, playing Munchkin, and
the rest watched movies upstairs.

All times, dates and locations are subject to change. Please contact
Pete Mohney or any other command officer before attending meetings
if you haven’t been in touch recently.

July 17 – 2 pm - stuff registration packets at the POTTS HOUSE, gaming and food after. Contact
Denby if you need directions.
July 29 to August 1 – Starfleet International Conference, Marriott Hotel, Highway 280
August 2 – business meeting, Kingdom Comics
August 20 – social meeting, Mohney house
September 6 – business meeting, Kingdom Comics
September 17 – social meeting, Mohney house
October 4 – business meeting, Kingdom comics
October 30 – Halloween party and Hephaestus 15th Anniversary party

Jul 13 Matthew Potts
Jul 13 Patrick Stewart
Jul 26 Nana Visitor
Jul 29 David Warner
Jul 29 Wil Wheaton
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Command  Staff

Pete  Mohney,  Rear Admiral, Commanding Officer

Danny  Potts,  Commodore – First Officer

Neil  Yawn,Colonel - Second Officer

Executive  Committee

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain

Denby  Potts, Commodore

Dennis  Evans, Captain

Sciences

Roy  Green, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

Neil  Yawn, Col - Meteorology Specialist, SFMD

Computer  Sciences

Mark  Lindsay, Capt, Chief

Navigation

Vacant

Engineering

Vacant

Cadet  Training

Nicholas  Mohney, Petty Officer Third Class

Michelle  Lindsay, Junior Cadet Specialist

Matthew  Potts

Katrina  Mohney

Haley  Youngblood

Unassigned  Crew  and  Civilians

Dean  Meadows

Loma  Brown

Wayne  Crowe

Operations

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Denby  Potts,Commodore, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Pete  Mohney, Rear Admiral, Technical Information Officer

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Sue  Ellen  Mohney, Captain, Overseas Coupon Coordinator

Lynnette  Yawn, Ens, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Neil  Yawn, Col, SFMD

Roy  Green, Col

Communications

Dennis  Evans, Captain, Chief

Mark  Lindsay, Capt

Pat  Simmons, Lt Cmdr

Melissa Boartfield

Security

Roy  Green, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

Charlie Boartfield

Medical

Sheila  Benton, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

Pamela  Lindsay, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

Neil  Yawn, Col,  SFMD

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT
DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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Previous Balance: 232.23
Income:

Renewals 0.00
Expenses:

postage: 7.80
Social meeting: 20.00

New Balance: 204.43

Congratulations to Mark Lindsay, who was promoted to
Captain at the Summit, and also to Pamela Lindsay, who was
promoted to Commander last month.

Our Starfleet Academy prodigy, Neil Yawn, has passed yet
another course.  This time, received an Honors certificate in
Egyptian Mythology from the College of Mythological studies.
Way to go, Neil!

Sheila Benton also passed Officer’s Command College, a
critical course for her Commander project.  Way to go,
Sheila!

There is a date on the mailing label on your Anvil, which shows
your Hephaestus expiration date, when you will cease receiving
your newsletter. I will include a renewal reminder note in your last
Anvil, encouraging you to renew. You can, of course, renew whenev-
er you like! It will always extend your membership by a year.

The following is a list of those whose Starfleet International mem-
bership expiration dates are known (I have your Starfleet card with
your expiration date on it). 

Members who have, or are about to, expire:
CAPT Lindsay , Mark  07/24/2004 
CDT Lindsay , Michelle L 07/24/2004 
CMDR Lindsay , Pamela  07/24/2004 
LTCMDR Simmons , Patricia 07/28/2004 

The rest of the crew:
CO RADM Mohney , Pete 10/12/2004 
XO COMM Potts , Danny 02/20/2005 
LTCMDR Benton , Sheila Marie 05/04/2005 
ENS Crowe , Wayne G. 09/08/2004 
LT deGruy , Edward 02/21/2005 

CAPT Evans , Dennis 09/25/2004 
CAPT Green Jr, Roy Curtis 10/28/2004 
CDT Mohney , Katrina Leigh 10/12/2004 
PO2 Mohney , Nicholas 10/12/2004 
CAPT Mohney , Sue Ellen 10/12/2004 
COMM Potts , Denby 02/20/2005 
CDT Potts , Matthew 02/20/2005 
CMDR Wallace , Penny 08/10/2004 
CAPT Yawn , Rodney Neil 11/27/2004 
Youngblood , Athena 11/27/2004 
CDT Youngblood , Haley 11/27/2005 
ENS Youngblood-Yawn , Lynette 11/27/2004
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I have been working on a plan for recruiting for the chapter
for 2004. As has been done in the past, the people who
recruit new members this year will receive a prize or member-
ship time, with the person who recruits the most new members
getting their Starfleet membership paid for the next time they
need to renew. Everyone who recruits a new member will get
two months of Hephaestus membership time per new member.
I’ll be bringing Hephaestus flyers to every business meeting for
the rest of the year, for crew to drop off around town at likely
places for people to find who might be interested in Starfleet.

The following is a month by month plan for recruiting for this
year.  Please let me know if you have any suggestions - and
let’s get recruiting!

g. July - Gather a list of Star Trek related web pages
that are willing to trade links. Send them a link to our chapter
page.  Search the AOL member database for people in
Alabama with an interest in Star Trek. Send a mass mailing to
them with information on the club, and follow up any respons-
es. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute
at their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on. Send

press releases to local newspaper, television and radio stations early in the month, to inform them of the Starfleet
IC on July 30 to August 1.

h. August - Host Starfleet International Conference. Advertising and press releases should get lots of atten-
tion. Late in the month, go to Children’s Hospital; take toys and comfort items to the kids, dress in uniforms.
Send a press release to the newspaper. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite
hobby shops, book stores, and so on

i. September - Attend Dragon Con in Atlanta, with as many crewmembers as can go. Distribute flyers liber-
ally. Pay to have an ad in the Trek Track booklet. Carry business cards and flyers to hand out to anyone at Trek
events, or wearing Trek costumes. Co-host the Ten Forward party. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone
to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, bookstores, and so on.

j. October - Have Halloween party at Commanding Officer’s house. Invite friends, unassigned R2 members,
members of other chapters, and members of other area Sci Fi clubs. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for every-
one to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, bookstores, and so on.

k. November - Do a toy collection event for disadvantaged children. Give out flyers in front of a store to
everyone who enters, with information about the event and the club. Any new members recruited are credited to
whomever they say most contributed to bringing them into the club. Issue a press release about the event two
weeks prior.

Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on

l. December - Pick a movie (preferably science fiction) premiere evening, get with a movie theater about hav-
ing a recruiting table in their lobby. Hand out flyers to all who show interest. Have people fill out drawing slips
with address and email for a prize; use this data to contact recruits once or twice to try to get them to a meeting.
Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on.
Have Christmas party at Commanding Officer’s house. Invite friends, unassigned R2 members, members of other
chapters, and members of other area Sci Fi clubs. Bring flyers to chapter meeting for everyone to distribute at
their favorite hobby shops, book stores, and so on. At the end of the month, tally the results and present the
awards.
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Greetings Starfleet Members:

Please forward this to regional, chapter, and other
Starfleet Related Lists

This is a repeat and rephrasing of a message I sent out
two weeks ago. In addition some information on the
Academy transcript portion of the Database.

First, the Starfleet Academy directors have lives outside of Starfleet. If you don’t hear back from
them with a day, or two, or even a week, relax, don’t worry, some of them only sit down and grade
exams on their weekend.  Remember this is their hobby too.

Now if you don’t hear back after two weeks, feel free to contact the director and copy me. And if its
been a month definitely contact me, there may be a serious problem somewhere.

Let me repeat, give the directors time, your weekend, may not be their weekend, and even if some
directors respond within hours, others may not be able too.

Second

If your Database transcript file is incorrect, I apologize but their are a multitude of reasons why.
From some directors not being able to update the DB, to some of your courses being out of date,
and the then director not being around. If you want your transcript updated, please send the follow-
ing information to me at: chunone@nwlink.com.

1. Your Name (if you have changed your name, don’t worry, just send me your currenly Starfleet
recognized name)

2. Your SCC Number (Same as above inre SCC numbers)

3. The Course Name - be precise, especially if its from a school no longer around

4. The Completion Date

5. Your grade (percentage or Pass/Honors/Distinction)

DO NOT send me your certificate, photocopies, or email scans. I am going on the Honor System
here, unless you give me a completion date that was before the School came into existance, I’m
going to trust you. (If someone really wants to lie that bad to get fictional credit for fictional courses
more power to them, I’m not playing Academy Cop)

Thank you all for you time

General Scott A. Akers
Commandant, Starfleet Academy
chunone@nwlink.com
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Berman Seeks New Twists, Old Faces For
‘Enterprise’

Star Trek Enterprise executive producer Rick
Berman is hoping for a strong fourth season in the
show’s new Friday time slot, seeing the end of the
Xindi arc, more about the alien Nazis from the end of
the third season finale and perhaps a guest appear-
ance by William Shatner if it can be worked around
his new regular gig on The Practice. 

Speaking to Ian Spelling in Starburst Magazine (via
The Great Link), Berman said he had some doubts
that Enterprise would live to see a fourth season,
“because our ratings had been lower than in previous
years”, but felt confident from ongoing discussions
with network executives that the series would return.
Now that the show is out of competition with
American Idol and Smallville, he said, the show

might thrive on Fridays “like JAG and The X-Files” as
regular fans follow it to the new time. 

“The series kind of found its stride in terms of
becoming edgier, in terms of bringing the characters
out in ways that were all positive,” Berman noted of
the third season, saying that he agreed with criti-
cisms of the first two years suggesting taht the show
“was relatively soft.” He felt that Archer needed to
“become more decisive” while Tucker needed to stop
being a good-old-boy. Next season, he added, the
Tucker/T’Pol romance will continue. 

Berman was pleased with the balance achieved
between stand-alone episodes and arc storytelling,
saying that Enterprise “had a lot more action and
sharpness” and kept the momentum moving into
next season “with a little bit of a kick-ass surprise” in
the finale with the alien Nazis. “I was pleased that
we managed to get it done on a very tight schedule
and budget,” he added. “You always end up having
certain budgetary restraints by the end of a season
and I was very encouraged that the fans seem to
have liked the episode.” 

Shatner, the original series’ legendary Captain Kirk,
has long said that he had ideas for Enterprise, and
Berman said that he had imminent plans “of sitting
down with Bill and discussing some possible ways of
his being involved...one of a number interesting bits
that will be hopefully coming in the next little while
of both actors and characters from earlier series who
we’re finding logical and entertaining ways of getting
involved this season.”

Braga: ‘Enterprise”s Move To Friday Is
Auspicious

Star Trek: Enterprise co-creator Brannon Braga is
relieved by fact that UPN moved the show from
Wednesday to Friday for its fourth season. 

Speaking at a special screening of Star Trek: First
Contact at the ArcLights Cinema in Hollywood (via
TrekWeb), Braga said he was glad to have Enterprise
out of the extremely competitive Wednesday night
slot. “Right now we’re up against American Idol for
god sakes!” Braga said. “You might as well not air
the episodes! Now we’re on Friday nights and I think

people will seek it out.” 

Braga is quite satisfied with the third season of
Enterprise, and happy that the show will go on to a
fourth season. “We had a great season,” he com-
mented. “In part due to a writer named Manny
Coto.... He wrote some great shows. We’re very
happy to have been picked up.” Coto, who penned
several episodes this past season including the criti-
cally acclaimed “Similitude”, will be taking over the
daily running of Enterprise from Braga and Rick
Berman. 

When asked about the possibility of an appearance
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by Q (John DeLancie) on Enterprise, Braga was hesi-
tant, but didn’t completely dismiss the possibility.
“We always talk about it,” he said. “Q kind of got de-
fanged over the years. He was so great at the end of
the finale of TNG and then he came back on DS9
and VOY and he was fairly soft. So if we bring Q
back we want to bring him back with an edge to
him.” 

On the future of the Trek franchise, Braga was non-
committal. “Will it take a rest?” he pondered at one
point. “Frankly I think it probably should at some
point. I just don’t know.” 

Braga spoke of his love for the Trek universe envi-
sioned by Gene Roddenberry, and the fact that con-
flict between human beings was all but a thing of the
past. “This is just my opinion but I think constrictions
are good when you’re trying to write drama,” he
commented. “You want parameters and I personally
love Gene’s universe and I don’t want to write for a
show where people are at each other’s throats, it’s
more interesting to do it metaphorically through the
aliens that they meet and so forth. Although we did
find times to have the characters in conflict, for
instance here with Picard and Worf [in First
Contact].”

Original Series Box Set
Official Details Released

Paramount has released the full
official details of Star Trek — The
Complete First Season, the first origi-
nal series DVD box set, due out this
August 31st. 

StarTrek.com has posted the con-
tents of the eight-disc collectible set,
which will contain all 29 first season
episodes in the order in which they
aired, as well as new bonus features. 

Although “Where No Man Has Gone
Before” was filmed as the second
pilot for the series and will arrive
featuring commentary by Michael
and Denise Okuda, the first episode
on the first disc will be “The Man Trap”, which
debuted the series in 1966. The Okudas will offer
commentary as well on three other episodes. 

The eighth DVD in the set will also include a special
feature on “The Birth of a Timeless Legacy”, which
Paramount calls “the definitive telling of how it all
began: from the first pilot, ‘The Cage’...to the many
challenges leading up to its premiere on NBC.” This

segment will feature interviews with
network executives and producers as
well as with William Shatner (Kirk),
Leonard Nimoy (Spock), and produc-
er Robert Justman. 

A segment entitled “Life Beyond
Trek: William Shatner” follows the
actor to his current film and TV proj-
ects and to his ranch, where he rais-
es the horses he races. Shatner has
been involved in equine charities as
well. Another segment, “Reflections
on Spock: Leonard Nimoy” allows the
actor to explain why at one time he
wrote a book entitled I Am Not
Spock, and later changed his mind to
write I Am Spock. 

The feature “To Boldly Go...”
engages cast and crew members in discussions of
the episodes “The Naked Time”, “The City on the
Edge of Forever”, “The Devil in the Dark” and “The
Squire of Gothos.” Another feature, “Sci-Fi
Visionaries”, introduces famous Star Trek script writ-
ers including Gene Coon, Harlan Ellison, D.C. Fontana
and series creator Gene Roddenberry. The set will
also include the original previews and photos.
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DVD News: Animated Series, ‘Enterprise’
In 2005

Sources are reporting that box sets of Star Trek:
The Animated Series and Star Trek: Enterprise may
be released on DVD in 2005. 

TV Shows On DVD has quoted David Gerrold, who
wrote the original series episode “The Trouble With
Tribbles” and the animated series follow-up “More
Tribbles, More Troubles”, as saying that plans are
also underway for a DVD set of The Animated Series
with commentaries from cast members and writers,
many of whom also worked on the original Star Trek.
The web site features an image of the increasingly
rare laserdisc release of The Animated Series. 

The Digital Bits Rumor Mill has confirmed this, and
has cited industry sources as well who “are finally
starting to hint to us to expect Paramount to release

seasons of Enterprise on DVD.” The sources claim
that since the fifth live-action Star Trek series has
been picked up by UPN for a fourth season, the stu-
dio hopes that releasing the series on disc might bol-
ster ratings and extend the broadcast life of the
series. 

As The Digital Bits points out, Paramount released
at least one complete Trek series a year on DVD for
three years running, but sets of the original series,
Star Trek: The Next Generation, Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine and Star Trek: Voyager will all have been
completed by the end of 2004. 

TV Shows on DVD has also posted a shot of the
interior packaging of the first season DVD set of the
original Star Trek. It appears that the package will
open down the center, containing eight discs, each
featuring an image of an original series cast member,
in an individual hard plastic sleeve.

DVD Complete Series To Arrive This Year

Box sets of the complete runs of Star Trek: The
Next Generation and Deep Space Nine, as well as
release dates for the original series and Voyager, are
in the news at DVD web sites. 

TV Shows on DVD and The Digital Bits have report-
ed that their retail sources now have release dates
for the original series season DVD box sets. The first
season, as previously reported, will be released on
August 31st, with the second season to follow on
November 2nd and the third on December 7th. The
complete series will also be available in a single
package in December. 

Release dates for the remaining Voyager sets are

now available as well, showing a delay of almost two
months for the fourth season package. As Paramount
is currently telling retailers, the third season will be
released on July 6th, the fourth season on
September 28th, the fifth season on November 2nd,
the sixth season on December 7th, and the final sea-
son on September 21st, when the complete series
will be released as a set as well. 

The Digital Bits has stated as well that Star Trek:
The Next Generation - The Complete Series and Star
Trek: Deep Space Nine - The Complete Series will be
released on October 26th, including all seven sea-
sons of each show put together in a single set. No
price for the complete series packages have been
announced.

‘Generations’ DVD SE To Include Deleted
Scenes

The Star Trek: Generations special edition DVD
release will include deleted scenes and commentary
by writers Brannon Braga and Ron Moore among its
features. 

The Digital Bits has reported that the two-disc set,

which will be released in the US on September 7th,
will include an alternate ending, presumably the con-
troversial original climax which was changed after
negative test audience response to the ending seen
in the theatrical version. 

The film Generations, in anamorphic widescreen
video (1.85:1) with Dolby Digital and DTS 5.1 audio,
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will take up the first disc in the set, accompanied by
audio commentary by Braga and Moore and text
commentary by Michael and Denise Okuda. The bulk
of the special features, however, will be on the sec-
ond disc, in sections entitled The Star Trek Universe,
Production, Visual Effects, Scene Deconstruction,
Deleted Scenes and Archives. 

The Star Trek Universe will include a tribute to
designer Matt Jeffries, a segment on 24th Century
Weapons and “Captain Picard’s Family Album.” The
highlight of the Production section will be “Uniting

Two Legends”, presumably Kirk and Picard, and a
featurette on stellar cartography. 

ILM’s models will be spotlighted in the Visual
Effects area, along with a demonstration of how the
crash of the Enterprise was accomplished.
Deconstructed scenes will include the Nexus ribbon
and the crash of the saucer section. But the highlight
for many fans will undoubtedly be the deleted
scenes, which includes “Christmas with the Picards”,
an orbital skydiving sequence and “Walking the
Plank.” 

Doohan To Receive Star on Walk of Fame

James Doohan (Scotty)
will receive a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame
later this year, along with 31
other entertainment indus-
try celebrities. 

Variety reported that
Doohan will be honored
along with 31 other
inductees including actors

Ben Stiller, Kevin Kline, Antonio Banderas, Dennis

Quaid and Julianne Moore, musicians Billy Joel and
Rod Stewart, and cartoon Donald Duck. The dedica-
tion ceremonies will take place from August 28-30th,
2004. 

The Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Walk of
Fame Committee made the announcement that the
board had ratified the 2005 selections, culled from
hundreds of nominations to be honoured in the pave-
ment near the intersection of Hollywood Boulevard
and Vine Street. Doohan will become the sixth actor
from the original Star Trek to receive a star; only
Walter Koenig (Chekov) has not yet been chosen for
one, though the signatures of all the original series
regulars grace a cement slab in front of the nearby
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre. 

“The ceremonies for these artists will bring a lot of
smiles and excitement to the local residents and to
our visitors from around the world,” said honorary
Hollywood Mayor Johnny Grant. Posthumous awards
will be given to Stella Adler, Redd Foxx, Freddie
Prinze and David O. Selznik.

Johnson Jerald Won’t
Betray Her Principles

Penny Johnson Jerald, who played
the Maquis agent who became
Captain Benjamin Sisko’s wife on
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, said
that there were moral lines she

would never cross in her acting work, despite her
recent fame as the scheming Sherry Palmer on FOX’s
24. 

Speaking to The Baltimore Sun, Johnson Jerald said
that her moral obligation as a devout Christian was
to God, and she would not utter profanity nor appear
in a show with what she considered gratuitous vio-
lence. 
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“I won’t curse in God’s name...I won’t consider a
script if there’s nothing redeeming about it. I can’t do
shoot-‘em-up, bang-up shows,” stated the actress,
who played the recurring role of Kasidy Yates for sev-
eral seasons on DS9. Moreover, “if it violates me
physically”, she said that she would not accept a
role; “there will always be another job where you
don’t have to take your clothes off or have a gutter
mouth.” 

Despite its high body count, she said 24 was a
show about the sacrifices good people must make to
fight evil and to protect one’s country. “She’s not

plotting evil,” said Johnson Jerald of Sherry Palmer.
“She’s a master manipulator, and there’s a differ-
ence.” 

Johnson Jerald recently made her first appearance
at a U.S. science fiction convention. Fan Bernie
Seilhamer reported that at Slanted Fedora’s
Washington D.C. gathering, the actress said she
auditioned for the role of Kasidy Yates after encour-
agement from her husband and “submitted to the
charms” of Avery Brooks once they had read togeth-
er.

Meaney To Join Trek Alumni Jumping To
‘Stargate’

Star Trek: The Next Generation and Deep Space
Nine star Colm Meaney
(Miles O’Brien) will guest
star on Stargate Atlantis,
joining fellow DS9 alumni
Armin Shimerman and Rene
Auberjonois in the franchise. 

GateWorld reported that
Meaney would appear in a
three-episode arc on the
Stargate SG-1 spin-off,
based on a statement in the

GateWorld Forum by SG-1 co-executive producer
Joseph Mallozzi. 

Although the name of Meaney’s character was not
revealed, it is known that the mid-season episodes
“Underground”, “The Storm” and “The Eye” consti-
tute a single story arc in which the Atlantis team
attempts to form an alliance with the Genii, who are
reluctant to become allies in opposing the Wraith. 

Meaney played O’Brien as a recurring character on
TNG before joining the regular cast of DS9. In addi-
tion to Auberjonois and Shimerman, John Billingsley
and Marina Sirtis have appeared on Stargate, as well
as Jolene Blalock and Robert Picardo, both of whom
play recurring characters.

Montgomery Plans Film on Guitarist
Grandfather

Anthony Montgomery has spent
part of his hiatus from Star Trek:
Enterprise in Indianapolis doing
research for a documentary near to
his heart: the story of his grandfa-
ther, John Leslie Montgomery, better
known as guitarist Wes Montgomary. 

The Indianapolis Star reported on
the involvement of Montgomery, who plays Travis
Mayweather on Enterprise, in a documentary on his
“guitar-legend grandpa.” 

Wes Montgomery lived in Indianapolis until his pre-

mature death at the age of 45 on June 15, 1968.
Anthony Montgomery grew up in the city as well, but
currently lives on the west coast where his acting
career is centered. For three weeks this summer, the
younger Montgomery spent time interviewing musi-
cians and others who had known his grandfather. 

Anthony Montgomery serves as executive producer
for the as-yet-unnamed documentary, which he is
working on along with another Indianapolis resident,
award-winning filmmaker Jerald Harkness of
Visionary Productions. The producers are asking that
anyone with memorabilia or personal recollections of
Wes Montgomery call (317) 575-5908.
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Straczynski: I Wrote Star Trek Treatment
for Studio

Babylon 5 creator J. Michael Straczynski claimed
that he recently worked on the development of a
new Star Trek series. 

Cinescape has reprinted the news from a post at
JMS News, in which Straczynski said that he and
Dark Skies creator Bryce Zabel had written a treat-
ment earlier this year for a new television series for
Paramount. Straczynski stated that the new install-
ment of the franchise would restore Star Trek “in a
big way”, adding, “I actually think it could be a hell
of a show. Whether that ever goes anywhere with
Paramount, who knows?” 

Though there have been rumours that Paramount
had entertained outside pitches for new Star Trek
shows from everyone from William Shatner to a
group of horror film producers, this is the first time

another major television science fiction team has
claimed to be working on a project independent of
Rick Berman, who has been an executive producer of
Star Trek for nearly two decades. 

Berman’s current production partner Brannon Braga
has stated in interviews that he will not be the show-
runner for Star Trek: Enterprise next season, with
new writer Manny Coto likely to take over those
duties, according to several actors on the show.
Straczynski praised Coto and offered veiled criticism
of Berman and Braga at the same time, saying, “Left
to his own devices, I think he could be a big help
over there without the other powers that be imped-
ing the process.” 

The Great Link has previously reported Straczynski’s
claims that he was invited to become an executive
producer on Enterprise, but declined the position.

‘The 4400’ Reunites DS9 Writers

Former Deep Space Nine writer-producer
Rene Echevarria has a new science fiction
miniseries set to debut on USA Network: The
4400, which will premiere as a two-hour spe-
cial on Sunday, July 11th at 9 p.m. As previ-
ously reported, the centers on 4400 missing
and presumed-dead people who unexpectedly
return to Earth after long absence, and the government
agency created to keep track of them. 

“They don’t know what happened to them, who or what
was responsible, and now they have to pick up the pieces
of their lives,” Echevarria explained to Sci Fi Wire. “It’s
equal parts SF and nighttime soap, so there’s something
for everybody in it.” 

The cast and crew of the show have talked several times
with SciFi.com, which like USA is owned by NBC Universal.
Echevarria noted that The 4400 reunites several of his col-
leagues from Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, including execu-
tive producer Ira Steven Behr and writer Robert Hewitt
Wolfe, who has also worked on the USA series The Dead
Zone, which was co-created by former Trek executive pro-
ducer Michael Piller. 

The series was originally developed to run as a weekly
series, “and that’s still a possibility if audiences respond to

the story,” said Echevarria, who added that the writers
were challenged to put together a six-hour miniseries that
offered a satisfying conclusion yet left open the possibility
for further installments. Following the premiere, subse-
quent episodes of The 4400 will air on Sunday nights
through August 8th. 

“After USA ordered the series I had to step away from
the project to shoot a pilot for Fox, but I was really glad
that Ira Behr agreed to come in and executive produce the
show,” Echevarria told Sci Fi Wire in another interview.
“Ira brought in Robert Wolfe, who’d also worked on Deep
Space Nine with us. They did an amazing job developing
the stories and put together a great cast.” 

The miniseries’ actors include Peter Coyote, Joel Gretsch
and Jacqueline McKenzie, who told Sci Fi Wire that the
script impressed her. “I like stories about the human strug-
gle, and I saw a lot of that in this,” noted the Australian
actress, who plays biomedical researcher Diana Skouris. “I
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thought that my character, as drawn, was really at the
front of the investigation and would be interacting with
these people who had just returned to Earth, having dis-
appeared for a long time...I felt the human stories of

these people, the impact of returning to Earth on their
lives and on them as people, were really interesting to
me.”

Visitor Among ‘They Are Among Us’

A new telefilm starring Nana
Visitor (Kira Nerys), They Are
Among Us, will premiere on the
Sci-Fi Channel next month. 

As reported yesterday, the TV
movie also stars Bruce Boxleitner,
best known to genre fans as
Babylon 5’s John Sheridan. Sci Fi
has the film scheduled to premiere
on Saturday, July 17th at 9 p.m.

Eastern Time. 

Bruce Boxleitner’s Official Fan Club has a synopsis of the
film, which also stars Michael DiLallo, Alison Eastwood and

Corbin Bernsen, who appeared in the Star Trek: The Next
Generation episode “Deja Q”. 

A teenager notices that the people in his small town
have changed and that classmates are missing. The town
is disrupted by brutal killings and strange reports of beings
in the woods. To make matters worse, the teen’s own par-
ents seem to be hiding secrets from him. 

Boxleitner and Visitor portray the parents of the teenag-
er, Daniel, who have a mysterious connection to an alien
colony that Daniel learns is hidden within his town. While
an attractive woman tells him that she lost her father to
this menace, Daniel discovers that his own destiny and
that of his parents are intertwined with those of the
aliens.

Title: Star Trek: A Time to Love
Author: Robert Greenberger
Release Date: June 2004
Format: Mass Market Paperback
ISBN: 0-7434-6285-8 

Title: Star Trek: A Time to Hate
Author: Robert Greenberger
Release Date: July 2004
Format: Mass Market Paperback
ISBN: 0-7434-6289-0 

The A Time to... series of novels have been a bit underwhelm-
ing thus far but in A Time to Love and A Time to Hate the series
begins to come into its own with the strongest pair of novels yet.
It doesn’t require non-stop action and excitement to provide an
absorbing tale, although both these novels have their share of
tension and conflict. Robert Greenberger takes the simple and
straightforward approach of letting the characters be the center
of the story, which makes for an extremely rewarding read. 

Jointly colonized a hundred years ago by two violent races pre-
viously hostile to each other, the Bader and the Dorset, the

Federation member world Delta Sigma IV has always been a
model of interspecies cooperation. When it was discovered that a
naturally occurring gas is shortening the inhabitant’s life spans it
seemed as if Starfleet Medical had found a counter agent. But
someone has seriously miscalculated and the Enterprise-E is
assigned to investigate when mysterious outbreaks of violence
seem to be linked to the treatment. 

To complicate matters, Kyle Riker, William Riker’s estranged
father, the man who headed the Federation delegation working
to study and resolve the medical issues of the Bader and Dorset,
is missing and he aims to stay that way. The situation quickly
dissolves from bad to calamitous as escalating violence begins to
spread across the planet and the governing council proves to be
incapable of making any decisions. Called upon to provide every-
thing from medical aid and security to damage control and repair
teams for an entire planet whose population is hostile to each
other and to them, the crew of the Enterprise soon realize that
they can’t hold the planet together for long. 

Knowing they are on their own, Beverly Crusher works franti-
cally but when she does unravel the mystery behind what has
been triggering the long-suppressed aggression of the Bader and
Dorset, the answer just provokes more questions. Speed is of the
essence and finding a solution must take priority, and when a
solution is found it is far from ideal. To save the populace of
Delta Sigma IV, Picard must also condemn them. 

UPCOMING  TREK  NOVELS
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As A Time to Love opens Captain Picard, and by extension his
crew, are still laboring under the shadow of their encounter with
the “demon ship” (A Time to be Born, A Time to Die). Now con-
sidered a liability by many at Starfleet Command this latest is
just another in a string of what one Admiral called “lousy assign-
ments” meant to try to nudge Picard toward retirement. Beverly
Crusher is contemplating a return to Starfleet Medical and Riker
and Troi have started to give serious consideration to their own
futures. 

Given everything that has gone on in the characters lives over
the course of the first four novels of this series it is refreshing to
have Greenberger focus on the characters and their relationships
with each other. It gives the reader an opportunity to really get
to know each character a bit more at this point in their lives; the
years have brought changes to them all. The years have also
meant new crew members, characters we don’t know as well,
and these two novels also provide an opportunity to get to know
several characters like security chief Christine Vale a whole lot
better. 

There is a lot going on in A Time to Love and A Time to Hate.
Several sub plots weave themselves together into one cohesive
whole. A Time to Love starts out a bit slowly as each of the

numerous character arches are established but once that is
accomplished the story begins to pick up momentum. One of the
strongest sub plots is Will Riker’s hunt for his father, that story-
line supplies much of the mystery and intrigue but also builds on
everything we already know about their relationship. Fans of the
William Riker and Deanna Troi romance will no doubt be satisfied
by the direction their lives take in these novels. 

In case I’ve given you the impression that the story is all about
the characters let me assure you that these two novels aren’t
without action sequences, although primarily it is hand-to-hand
combat and the majority of the action takes place in A Time to
Hate. As you read you also begin to get an inkling that there is
something more than meets the eye going on with regards to
the Bader and Dorset’s medical issues but the major plot twist in
the final pages of A Time to Hate still comes as a complete and
shocking surprise. 

A Time to Love and A Time to Hate finally have this series
heading in the right direction. After all, isn’t that what drew most
of us to Star Trek in the first place, the characters? No matter
how great the adventure, who cares if you aren’t interested in
the people who are having that adventure?

Failsafe
Title: Star Trek: Starfleet Corps of Engineers #40,
Failsafe
Author: David Mack
Release Date: June 2004
Format: eBook
ISBN: 0-7434-8087-2 

Failsafe is David Mack’s fifth Starfleet Corps of Engineers novel-
la and as usual he pushes the storytelling envelope. As the dra-
matic events of the narrative race ahead at an almost dizzying
pace you can’t help but think of the obvious parallels between
the events of the story and our own world today, but as the tale
unfolds we are also reminded that things aren’t always as clear-
cut as them seem. 

When an unmanned Starfleet probe crash lands on the pre-
warp planet of Teneb the USS da Vinci is assigned to an under-
cover repair and recovery mission. Commander Sonya Gomez
leads a small team comprised of the ship’s deputy security chief
Vance Hawkins, cultural specialist Carol Abromowitz, and tactical
specialist Fabian Stevens, who will have to accomplish the mis-
sion with limited equipment while cut off from the ship. In true
S.C.E. style things immediately begin to go horribly wrong and
the team finds itself split up in the middle of a war zone fighting
to stay alive as they race to find the probe. 

Technologically and sociologically the Tenebians are very similar
to twenty-first century Earth. Among the nation states that make
up the planets population there are vast technological and eco-

nomic inequities. There is also a dominate resource hungry
super-power. By allowing the reader to experience the story from
the point of view of both sides of the conflict through the eyes of
those directly involved David Mack eloquently illustrates that the
distinction between right and wrong isn’t always as obvious as it
appears. 

There are few authors who can write action sequences that
resonate the way David Mack does. You feel it, you hear it, and
you see it. You can almost smell the battle. From the haunting
images of the opening chapter to the emotive final pages you
are there. What makes Failsafe stand out though is that the
author takes perfect advantage of the stories setting to provide
action sequences that use contemporary weaponry. 

Amidst all the carnage and explosions the characters of Carol
Abromowitz and Vance Hawkins get a chance to stand out.
Although Chief Petty Officer Hawkins has been an S.C.E. main-
stay from the beginning as the security officer most likely to end
up in sickbay, in Failsafe he gets an opportunity to shine and I
hope other S.C.E. authors will follow up on the development that
Mr. Mack provides in this story for both characters. 

In each S.C.E. tale he has told, David Mack has left an indelible
mark on the series. With Failsafe he has done it again. You’ll
have to wait for the final paragraphs to find out what the twist is
this time, but the getting there is guaranteed to be worth it and
a whole lot of fun.


