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Roy, Lynnette & I attended the Region 2 Summit in Tampa
Bay. When the awards came in it was a flood for the
Hephaestus. Here is the list:

* CO of the Year ~ Pete Mohney
* Ship Of the Year
* Cadet of the Year ~ Haley Youngblood
* Scholastic Achievement Award ($50.00 Gift Card  
Barns & Noble) ~ Haley Youngblood
* Starfleet Academy Achievement Award ~ Neil Yawn
* Member of the Year ~ Danny Potts
* Barbra Paul Superior Performance Award ~ Danny 
Potts

* Region 2 Award for Denby Potts that comes with a 
2 year membership to Starfleet.
* 2nd BDE Commendation Award to Roy Green

I began to tire after walking from the back table to the front
of the room for these awards, and a few for the Marines who
were not there. We survived the Summit and returned home
to find the crew had GONE WILD! Pete recruited 4 new
members, Danny recruited 1, and Denby recruited 8. I turn
my back a moment and now have 13 new members to the
Hephaestus. Well Done! A list of new members will be in
the next Anvil. Looking for new Department Chiefs Contact
me.

Greetings!

Let me start off by congratulating Dennis Evans on his elec-
tion as Second Officer! As I mentioned last month, we moved
directly into an election for the three Executive Committee
members. By the time you receive this Anvil, we will have
closed the nomination phase, and moved forward into the
election phase. It’s almost all over folks!

The Enterprise finale is set for May 13, so make your plans
to be at Pete and Sue Ellen’s home for the finale party! Let’s
send Enterprise off in a royal fashion!

Our chapter has been growing by leaps and bounds lately.
We should, very shortly, cross the 30 STARFLEET members
mark! It’s entirely possible that our little ship will be the largest
in Region 02 within the month! We’re gonna need a bigger
ship.

I know it’s been some time since we looked at promotions
for some people. I’ve been busy with the STARFLEET IG
position, the Region 02 Historian position and running the
chapter elections. With any luck, once the chapter elections
are done, I’ll be able to turn my attention back to the crew
and the ranks. If you feel that you’re ready to move up, and
you don’t hear from me about it in the next month, feel free to
contact me and we’ll talk about it.

Lastly, congratulations to our chapter members, and our for-
mer shuttle members for the awards won at the 2005 Region
02 Summit. I believe that almost every award was won by
members of the Hephaestus, the Gasparilla (our shuttle) and
the Myrddin (our grand-shuttle). It makes you proud to see
your children do well, doesn’t it?

That’s all for this month, see you in April!
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Greetings,

I hope your enjoying another issue of The Anvil  Please feef free to
give me any feedback on the look and content of The Anvil.  Please
make sure your address is right and all information is correct in the
crew lisitng.  If you don't let me know I can't fix it.  

The deadline for the next Anvil is Tuesday, April 19th.  Please get
thos sumission to me by that date which will make me very happy.

Until next month,

Dennis

The 654 MSG is looking for warm bodies who
might want to try a walk on the wild side of
the Fleet. Contact BDR Yawn for details.
Congrats to Col. Roy Green on hes BDE
Commendation.

The March Business Meeting was held at Kingdom
Comics in Vestavia Hills. Attendance was ‘average’ for a
meeting just following the R2 Summit and the rain helped
things along, just swimmingly.

Neil & Lynnette Yawn and Roy Green were in attendance
at the Summit. Neil gave those of us who were not able to
make the Summit an ‘overview’ of the weekend and how
much fun they had. The Hephaestus and crew did rather
well in winning some of the awards.

Ship of the Year
CO of the Year-Pete Mohney
Member of the Year-Danny Potts
Honorary Member of the Year-Denby Potts
Scholastic Achievement (Cadet)-Haley Youngblood
Starfleet Academy-Neil Yawn
Service Commendation-Roy Green

Then Danny (as XO) and other department heads took
turns stating their business. Danny announced that the
new Second Officer for the USS Hephaestus is Dennis
Evans. And that he would be starting the nomination
phase for the new Executive Committee soon.

Pete took the floor next. He stated that the next outing
for the crew would be a movie night. The date was set for
March 25. Pete also stated that the crew could gather at
his and Sue Ellen’s house and watch the Finale of
Enterprise on May 13.

A few others spoke after that and then we all broke into
the newly acquired game of the Hephaestus: Munchkin.
This game has ‘several’ different versions and it just
depends on what kind of mood the crew is in to determine
which one we play. And as always a good time was had by
all.
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If I miss someone just let me know.

Apr 01 Grace Lee Whitney
Apr 18 Avery Brooks
Apr 20 George Takei
Apr 29 Kate Mulgrew

Begaining Balance: 101.18

Expenses: -0.00

Deposits:

New Member +10.00

Donation +20.00

Total 131.18

Note: We await for some of the new
members to pay dues.

In San Antonio, TX June 30 - July 3, 2005
Sponsored by the chapters of Region

Three
Festivities Held At:

HILTON San Antonio Airport Hotel
$84.00 room rates are good for 5 days

before and after the event.
Call 1-210-340-6060

For IC rate mention room code “SIC”
Or go online to

http://www.hilton.com

To reserve your seat at IC2005:
E-mail us at:

ic2005@region3.com

With Special Guests
Vaughn Armstrong (Admiral Forrest: Enterprise)

Richard Herd (Admiral Owen Paris: Voyager)
Casey Biggs (Dumar: DS9)
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Members Who Have Expired!
Ens Wayne Crowe 9-04
About to Expire:
The Potts 2-20-05
Edward deGruy 2-21-05

Rest of the crew:
Shelia Benton 5-4-05
The Lindsay’s 8-2-05
Penny Wallace 8-10-05
Dennis Evans 10-16-05
The Mohney’s 11-3-05
The Yawn’s/Youngblood’s 11-27-05

WWOORRDDSSEEAARRCCHH
Vegetables

Arrugula
Artichoke
Asparagus
Bamboo
Beans
Beet
Broccoli
Burdock
Cabbage
Capers
Carrot
Cauliflower
Celery
Chard
Chicory
Chives
Cilantro
Collards
Corn
Cucumber

Eggplant
Endive
Fennel
Garbanzo
Kale
Leek
Lentils
Lettuce
Mushroom
Mustard
Okra
Onion
Parsnip
Peas
Peanuts
Pimiento
Potato
Pumpkin
Radish
Rhubarb

Rutabaga
Soybeans
Spinach
Squash
Tomatillo
Tomato
Truffles
Turnip
Watermellon
Yams
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn,, Brigadier – Captain

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Rear Admiral – First Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Commodore

TTBBAA

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CChhrriiss  WWhhiittee, crewman

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

MMaarrkk  LLiinnddssaayy, Capt, Chief

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

Pete Mohney, Rear Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

Vacant

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Petty Officer Second Class

MMiicchheellllee  LLiinnddssaayy, Junior Cadet Specialist

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Recruit

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

DDeeaann  MMeeaaddoowwss

LLoommaa  BBrroowwnn

WWaayynnee  CCrroowwee

PPeeggggyy  TTrruucchhoonn

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Commodore, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Ens, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

MMaarrkk  LLiinnddssaayy, Capt

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Lt Cmdr

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

PPaammeellaa  LLiinnddssaayy, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT

DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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STAR  TREK  ENTERPRISE

Air  Date EP# Title

04/15/05 #417 Bound 

04/22/05 #418 In A Mirror, Darkly - Part I 

04/29/05 #419 In A Mirror, Darkly - Part II 

05/06/05 #420 Demons 

05/13/05 #421 Terra Prime 

05/13/05 #422 These Are The Voyages

‘Bound’

Synopsis: “After Archer forges a deal with the Orions, the
trader presents the captain with a gift — three alluring
Orion women, who proceed to seduce all the men on
board, except Trip for some mysterious reason.
Meanwhile, Trip’s continued presence on Enterprise begins
to grate on new chief engineer Kelby.”

Credits
Written By: Manny Coto

Directed By: Allan Kroeker

Guest Stars:
Cyia Batten as Navaar

Crystal Allen as D’Nesh

Menina Fortunato as Maras

William Lucking as Harrad-Sar

Derek Magyar as Kelby

Christopher Jewett as Crewman #1

Duncan Fraser as Crewman #2

Notes

Reportedly concerns a slaver named Harrad-Sar who has
had dealings with the Klingons and the Gorn Hegemony
brings three beautiful Orion slave girls in to dance for
Archer and Reed. The sisters end up on Enterprise as
freed slaves, though one of the women, Navaar, tells
Archer that even if she is not his property, she still wants
to please him, asking whether it would be inappropriate
for her to kiss and touch him.

‘In A Mirror, Darkly - Part I’

Notes

Manny Coto: “We’re really excited about that one. It’ll be
as if you changed the channel to Enterprise and you get
the mirror universe version of the show. We’re even going
to change the title sequence. People will be wondering,
what show is this?”

Reportedly opens with an angry mob attacking the Vulcans
as they attempt to make first contact with Earth on April
5, 2063.

‘In A Mirror, Darkly - Part II’

Notes

Rumoured to feature the crew of the Mirror Enterprise dis-
covering the Constitution-class starship U.S.S. Defiant, in
the regular universe part of the Starfleet from Kirk’s era.

‘Demons’

Synopsis: “A xenophobic faction of humanity threatens to
undermine talks to form a new coalition of planets.”

Credits
Written By: Manny Coto

Directed By: LeVar Burton

Guest Stars:
Peter Weller as John Frederick Paxton

Harry Groener as Nathan Samuels
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Eric Pierpoint as Harris

Tom Bergeron as Coridan Ambassador

Johanna Watts as Reporter

Notes

Rumoured to feature a secret medical facility where doc-
tors have bred a six-month old baby with both human and
Vulcan genes.

Production report states that operative Harris returns for
this episode.

‘Terra Prime’

Credits
Written By: Manny Coto

Notes

Rumoured to feature ever-larger anti-alien protests that
threaten the security of the alien ambassadors present on
Earth to form a Coalition of Planets.

‘These Are The Voyages’

Credits
Story By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga

Teleplay By: Rick Berman and Brannon Braga

Directed By: Allan Kroeker

Guest Stars:
Jonathan Frakes as William Riker

Marina Sirtis as Deanna Troi

Jeffrey Combs as Shran

Jasmine Anthony as Shran’s Daughter

Solomon Burke as Ensign

Mike Fincke as Engineer

Notes

Reportedly Star Trek: The Next Generation actors Frakes
and Sirtis will reprise their roles as Riker and Troi.

Coto, Writers Reveal Mirror Universe
Backstory

A panel of Star Trek: Enterprise writers revealed at the
Grand Slam XIII convention last weekend that the original
plans for the Mirror universe episodes included William
Shatner (Captain Kirk) as well as other tidbits about
installments that did not come to pass. 

Manny Coto, Mike Sussman, Andre Bormanis and Judith
& Garfield Reeves-Stevens appeared together at the con-
vention, according to a report at StarTrek.com, thanking
fans for their support in the wake of the announcement of
the series’ conclusion (which executive producer Coto
described as “some rumors about, oh, a cancellation thing,
but we’re treating them as just that, rumors”). The audi-
ence erupted in laughter and applause. “It seems that
some of the sets have been taken down, but we’re just
assuming they’ve been taken out to be washed!” The writ-
ers showed a sneak peek at the upcoming duology “In a
Mirror, Darkly”, explaining that the mirror universe concept
stemmed from a concept developed by the Reeves-
Stevenses, who had worked with Shatner on his Star Trek
novels. 

“The idea was that the Tantalus Field was not a disinte-
grator, it was a humane way of dealing with prisoners, by

sending them back in time to a sealed penal colony,”
explained Garfield Reeves-Stevens. “Enterprise NX-01
comes upon the colony — and Tiberius [mirror-Kirk] is
there. Tiberius thinks, ‘Finally, a ship with a transporter —
I can get back to my own universe, my own time.’” But
once he gets to Enterprise’s transporter, he discovers that
the mirror universe does not exist yet; it diverged from the
familiar universe due to something for which Tiberius and
Archer were jointly responsible. 

Shatner pitched the storyline to Coto, Brannon Braga and
Rick Berman, only to discover that the latter had a differ-
ent alternate universe pitch developed by Sussman in
which Shatner would play Chef, an ancestor of Kirk whom
time-traveler Daniels wanted to use to replace the real
Kirk at an important event when Kirk went missing. “We
pitched this to Shatner and there was a long silence,” said
Coto. When negotiations for Shatner to appear on the
show fell through, Sussman went ahead with a mirror-uni-
verse two-parter that did not involve Tiberius and instead
used the USS Defiant from “The Tholian Web.” 

“Seeing that bridge was just the greatest thing,” Coto
said of the rebuilt Defiant, saying that people kept calling
to ask to see and take pictures on that set. “It was a great
example of how popular the Original Series still is. I hope
you enjoy the episode. We had a blast writing it.” 
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Bakula and Trinneer Discuss Their Evil Twins

“We’ve spent the better part of four
years forming these other relationships
with rhythms...and it’s all f___ed up!”
said Connor Trinneer about playing the
Mirror universe Trip Tucker in the
upcoming Star Trek: Enterprise episode
“In a Mirror, Darkly.” “I find it difficult
and intimidating, if simply because you
are taken out of your element, still I
playing your part, and put into this
alien environment that you know very,
very well as a viewer.” 

Trinneer and Scott Bakula spoke to
SFX Magazine (via The Great Link)
about playing the alternate universe
Tucker and Archer, both using the word
“crazy” to describe the atmosphere
while filming the two-part episode.

“The story is so twisted and my character is totally getting
off on this huge powerful machine that he is going to get
to blow people up with,” explained Bakula. “We are acting

so un-Star Treky.” 

There are compensations, however. “This is a freaking
throne, baby!” said the captain of his chair on his alternate
universe starship. “I like this seat a lot better.” As for the
costume on Jolene Blalock, who donned an original series
miniskirt, Bakula added, “Get those skirts raised...we need
some slits!” And he had the added thrill of wrestling a CGI
Gorn. 

“Last time I wore this material it must have been ‘81,”
noted Trinneer of the original series red shirt that his char-
acter dons in the mirror universe. “I got the v-neck going
on and everything. It’s full-on velour.” However, he said,
“It’s hard to feel like I’m anchoring my character in any-
thing...it’s this alternate universe guy that is much harder
and colder.” 

Bakula agreed that it was “kind of abstract” to play a
warped version of his usual character, admitting, “We are
chewing it up. It’s really a narcissistic power trip thing
going.” The show, he added, “gives you things that are
way beyond your fantasies as an actor. It takes it to a
whole new level.”

Berman Discusses ‘These Are the Voyages...’

Star Trek: Enterprise co-cre-
ator Rick Berman confirmed
that series finale “These Are
the Voyages...” was written by
himself and fellow executive
producer Brannon Braga long
before UPN cancelled the
show, saving it at the end of
the third season with the
awareness that the series
might get the axe from the
network at any time. 

In his regular chat with the Star Trek Magazine (via Sci
Fi Pulse), Berman said that when he and Braga initially
wrote the episode, “we did it with a feeling that there was
a very good chance that the show would not be continu-
ing, but that there was a possibility it might. And we wrote
accordingly.” He said that when producers receive word of
a show’s cancellation, they do not think in terms of a last-
minute reprieve, but he said that even if the series came

back it would not change the storyline: “It’s not like we’re
destroying the ship or the crew. It’s a very special and
unique episode, a kind of episode we’ve never really done
before.” 

Berman said that he was sorry he had been unable to
provide more insights into the minor characters of the
series, stating, “I wish we had time to develop things for
Anthony Montgomery and Linda Park. You basically need
to focus on your main characters and sometimes that hap-
pens to the detriment of some very talented actors who
have less crucial roles on the show.” 

Along with Braga, Berman said he had recorded a com-
mentary track for the Enterprise pilot, “Broken Bow”, and
would likely contribute another to one of the later-season
DVD sets. “That was a ball to do,” he noted, saying that
the proposals for later disc additions have not been
finalised yet.
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Spiner To Have Speaking, Off-Screen Role In
Finale

Brent Spiner (Data) revealed
this weekend he will have a
minor off-screen part in the
Enterprise series finale, “These
Are The Voyages...” 

Spiner made his comments
during the Vulkon Orlando sci-
ence fiction convention, which
was also attended by several
Stargate SG-1 and X-Files actors.
According to TrekToday reader
Dale, Spiner said he will be
speaking four lines in the finale,

which were written by himself. 

The Enterprise series finale will guest-star Jonathan
Frakes (William T. Riker) and Marina Sirtis (Deanna Troi),
and has been rumored to take place partially during a spe-
cific Next Generation episode. Presumably, Spiner’s speak-
ing role means Data will be heard over a communicator in
one or more scenes. 

In addition to his cameo in the Enterprise finale, Spiner
also discussed his role on the new Brannon Braga series
Treshold. The SyFy Portal’s Michael Hinman sent along
word that Spiner revealed he will be playing a doctor, and
that he will have a smaller, but recurring role. 

“These Are The Voyages...” is scheduled to air on the
13th of May. If picked up for a full series, Treshold will
likely debut this fall.

Ron Moore: ‘Enterprise’ Changes Came Too
Late

Former Star Trek writer Ronald
D. Moore recently revealed he
liked the year-long Xindi story arc
from Enterprise’s third season,
but said the new show format
came two years too late. 

“It’s always difficult to reinvent
yourself after a couple years on
the air,” Moore told TV Week for
a long article on the state of the
Trek franchise. “If you change
pitch in mid-stride, it’s going to

be a problem.” 

Moore is currently heading the Sci-Fi Channel’s Battlestar
Galactica remake, a dark and gritty take on the space
opera genre. But Moore said Trek’s optimism can still
appeal to viewers. “”I don’t think Trek needs to become
Battlestar, but it does need to reflect and change and deal

with what’s out there. The first series gave you a hopeful
view of the future by dealing with things like racism and
the Vietnam War. You want to play to where the audience
is today.” 

As for when Star Trek will have another shot to win the
attention of modern audiences, Moore offered no predic-
tions, although TV Week noted that most people expect
Trek’s TV break to last about three years. “We view this
very much as a hiatus in the history of the show,”
Paramount Network Television president David Stapf told
the magazine. “And I’m actually kind of excited to see
what the next chapter will bring.” 

TV week concluded its article by noting that as far as
Hollywood problems go, it’s not so bad to have a franchise
for which after ten movies and five series, people still
seem so sure that after a while it will return to TV again.
“There’s really no other property that’s faced this kind of
problem,” Moore said. “It’s just this enormous, well, enter-
prise. There’s no other template to look at. There’s no
other thing that’s had this kind of life.” 



Pocket Releases Full 2005 Novel Schedule

Pocket Books editor Marco Palmieri yesterday announced the tenta-
tive Star Trek fiction schedule for June 2005 through January 2006. 

The new schedule reflects Pocket Books’ recent decision to only
publish one mass-market Star Trek paperback per month, rather than
the two that had been the norm over the past years (story). As trade
paperbacks and hardcovers are counted separately, many months will
still see the publication of two physical Trek books, as well as the
monthly eBook-only release in the Star Trek: S.C.E. series. The full
schedule, with Amazon.com pre-order links when available, can be
found below:

USS  HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS  ONWARD10

TTHHEE  AANNVVIILL NNCCCC-22000044

June 

Articles of the Federation by Keith R.A. DeCandido
Tales from the Captain’s Table” by various (Trade
Paperback)

S.C.E. #52: Identity Crisis by John J. Ordover (eBook) 

July 

Voyager: String Theory, Book 1: Cohesion by Jeffrey
Lang Strange New Worlds 8 by various (Trade Paperback) 

S.C.E. #53: Fables of the Prime Directive by Cory
Rushton (eBook) 

August

Vanguard: Harbinger by David Mack 

S.C.E. #54: Security by Keith R.A. DeCandido (eBook) 

September 

Vulcan’s Soul, Book I: Exodus by Josepha Sherman
and Susan Shwartz TNG: Death In Winter by Michael Jan
Friedman (Hardcover) 

S.C.E. #55: Wounds, Book One by Ilsa J. Bick (eBook) 

October 

Titan: The Red King by Andy Mangels and Michael A.
Martin 

S.C.E. #56: Wounds, Book Two by Ilsa J. Bick
(eBook) 

November 

Voyager: String Theory, Book 2: Fusion by Kirsten
Beyer Voyager: Distant Shores by various (Trade
Paperback) 

S.C.E. #57: Out of the Cocoon by William Leisner

(eBook) 

December 

Enterprise: Rosetta by David Stern

S.C.E. #58: Honor by Kevin Killiany (eBook) 

January 2006 

Titan: Orion’s Hounds by Christopher L. Bennett 

S.C.E. #59: Blackout by Phaedra M. Weldon (eBook) 

February 2006 

New Frontier: After the Fall by Peter David (Mass
Market Reprint) 

New Frontier: Missing in Action by Peter David
(Hardcover) 

S.C.E. #60: The Cleanup by Robert T. Jeschonek
(eBook) 

In addition to the above books, Palmieri noted he is still
hopeful the new hardcover Captain’s Glory, written by
William Shatner (James T. Kirk) with Judith and Garfield
Reeves-Stevens, will be published during the last quarter of
2005. 

Meanwhile, Palmieri also reminded fans that as of yester-
day morning, Pocket Books’ Starship Titan Design Contest
is officially open. Through this contest, Pocket is asking
fans to design the U.S.S. Titan, the new starship of Captain
Riker, which was mentioned but never seen in Star Trek:
Nemesis. As the adventures of the Titan will now be chron-
icled in a new novel-only series, Pocket is looking for a
design it can feature on the cover of an upcoming book in
the series. Information on the contest, as well as some
background information on the Luna-class of Starfleet ves-
sels that the U.S.S. Titan is part of, can be found on the
official contest page.
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Star Trek: Titan

After seeing Star Trek:
Nemesis I couldn’t help but
wonder if the editors who over-
see the development of Star
Trek novels for Pocket Books
and the authors who pen those
novels must be thinking what I
was thinking; that there are sto-
ries here just waiting to be told.
It turns out that they were. 

The tenth movie left fans with
several unanswered questions.
Will Riker, Deanna Troi and Dr.
Beverly Crusher were moving on
to other assignments. Data was
gone and Worf was back; but
what happens next? This April
fans get to find that out in the
new series of novels based on
the adventures of the U.S.S.
Titan under the command of
Captain William T. Riker when
Star Trek Titan: Taking Wing hits
bookstores. 

The popular writing team of
Andy Mangels and Michael A.
Martin were tapped to write
both Taking Wing and the sec-
ond Titan novel The Red King,
due out later this year. Both gentlemen are long time fans
who have made their mark with numerous outstanding
comics and novels over the years. Their contributions to
the Star Trek universe include the Lost Era title The
Sundered, Section 31: Rogue and most recently the Trill
story “Unjoined” in Star Trek: Worlds of Deep Space Nine
Volume Two. 

Since the announcement of the new novels Star Trek
bulletin boards and discussion forums have been buzzing
with talk about the Titan novels and anticipation has been
steadily building. Andy and Mike were gracious enough to
take time out of their busy schedules to talk with Trek
Nation recently about the Titan series and the challenges
of helping to launch a new ship and a new crew. 

TrekNation.com: When did you first begin plan-
ning the Titan novels? 

Andy Mangels: In October of 2003, a little less than a

year after the movie Nemesis.
But we had been in discussion
about it even before that.
[Marco Palmieri] and I talked at
Shore Leave in summer 2003. At
that point, we chatted about
who some of the characters
would be that we’d be bringing
over from other series. 

Mike Martin: We were starting
to gear up on Worlds of Deep
Space Nine as I recall and that’s
when we started discussing
what we wanted to do and
some general conceptual stuff. A
lot of the pieces were in place
right away with large brush
strokes; we had to start consid-
ering all the ways that we were
committed, continuity-wise, to
certain details from the movie
Nemesis. That left a lot open,
too: we never saw the ship and
we didn’t know anything about
the crew other than the fact
that Riker and Troi were going
over to the ship. We didn’t even
know who Riker’s first officer
was. 

At the time we were having
our first conversations about

Titan, the A Time To… arc of novels, chronicling the TNG
crew’s exploits over the year leading up to Nemesis, were
well underway. Some of the authors, particularly David
Mack and Keith DeCandido, did a great job of teeing
things up for Titan. Keith in particular set up some nice
suspense around who is going to be the first officer. 

TN: It’s implied at the end of the A Time To…
books, in Keith’s A Time for War, A Time for Peace,
that it is going to be Christine Vale but there isn’t a
scene where she accepts, so it’s left open to con-
jecture. 

Mike: Keith slants the scene dealing with the job offer so
that you don’t hear her response. You know that there are
others aboard the Enterprise crew who are offered the job
and the job briefly, almost inadvertently goes to Worf and
it’s not even Riker who offers it to Worf, it’s Admiral Ross.
(After the events of Nemesis, Worf apparently remains
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aboard the Enterprise-E, once again a member of Picard’s
crew.) 

We’ll be leaving the whole issue of who’s going to take
the job of Riker’s X.O. until well into Taking Wing. 

TN: Did you work with your editor, Marco Palmieri
on developing a writer’s bible for the Titan novels?
Other authors will be following up on what you
begin in the first two books. 

Andy: Marco had a series concept in mind, and made a
number of suggestions related to it. He presented us with
information about what class the ship was, and what ele-
ments it would have, but for the most part we got to cre-
ate who the staff was going to be and what the interiors
of the ship would have in them. 

We decided with Marco very early on that this would be
the most diverse crew that Starfleet had. Unencumbered
by the limitations of a special effects budget, we were
able to go beyond the traditional bumpy headed aliens
and everybody being humanoid, to create some interesting
and very alien concepts. 

Mike: We have also been working with Christopher L.
Bennett, who is the author of the third Titan novel, Orion’s
Hounds (January, 2006), on some very alien aliens. He
created several characters, entirely non-humanoid, and
shared those with us early enough that we were able to
seed them in Taking Wing. 

Christopher is very much a hard science fiction guy who
likes to build the worlds and aliens from the inside out,
and he was enormously helpful. 

TN: I just want to clarify that these will be stand-
alone novels. 

Andy: Yes. The first book does continue into the second
book, but the first adventure is completed. However, the
epilogue in Taking Wing is a springboard to the next novel,
The Red King. 

Mike: The Red King is a wholly separate adventure, but
it does build on things that happened in Taking Wing, as
well as other Star Trek novels. 

TN: The first order of business for Taking Wing, as
the first Titan novel, is to wrap up the Romulan
storyline from Nemesis. 

Andy: That was mandated by the film, because the last
lines of the film is Riker talking about the fact that Titan is
headed to the Romulan Neutral Zone for talks with the

Romulans. 

Mike: As you may have noticed in the Taking Wing
excerpt that appears in A Time for War, A Time for Peace,
Riker is aboard Titan, planning for a mission of pure explo-
ration. Obviously, that’s set a wee bit before the final
scene in Nemesis in which Riker comes back to the
Enterprise and announces to Picard that he’s on his way to
the Neutral Zone. He’s making plans that at the last
minute Starfleet is going to change around on him drasti-
cally. 

Andy: The first three or four chapters take place prior
the ending of Nemesis, then the rest of the book takes
place after Nemesis. 

TN: In that excerpt we get to meet one new
crewmember, the Titan’s chief medical officer, Dr.
Ree, a Pahkwa-thanh. (Same cadence as baklava.) 

Andy: He is a tremendously fun character to write. One
of the nice things about writing really alien characters is
that their sense of morality, their sense of propriety is dif-
ferent. There are all sorts of things that are different
about them and their cultures and one of the fun things
about mixing all of that up is that you get to deal with
people having to deal with situations that they may not be
used to or may not be comfortable with. Having a very
large reptilian, very raptor-like doctor on the ship is a little
unnerving for some of the crew. 

Mike: At least at first. (laughing) The idea is to challenge
all that happy rhetoric that Starfleet people bandy about
so readily about their respect for diversity. Oh really now,
lets make it so that the scariest guy on the ship is the one
person that absolutely everybody on board has to see.
Everyone has to check in for a physical at some point. 

TN: Riker certainly seems taken aback when he
first meets Dr. Ree. 

Mike: There’s an irony built in that I’m dealing with in
one of my chapters of The Red King, that for all the talk
of Titan’s crew being the most diverse in Starfleet, which it
is, still the top of the hierarchy are humans or people like
Troi who are virtually indistinguishable from humans. That
fact is going to get thrown into Riker’s face at some point
in the story in a way that will further challenge his notions
of respect for diversity but also end up reinforcing them. 

TN: Will the release of The Red King be affected
by the new publishing schedule recently announced
by Pocket Books? It had been scheduled for this
September. 
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Andy: It’s the October title now. The schedule is routine-
ly getting tweaked for one reason or another. 

TN: There is quite a lot of talk about Titan online
at the various Star Trek bulletin boards and discus-
sion forums—Are you feeling any pressure? 

Mike: As the A Time To… books progressed toward the
end, there has been a lot of attention. I think everyone
really started to notice, particularly during David Mack’s
two books and the final volume by Keith, what was being
set up. I’m really pleased that we were able to have a lot
of back and forth with both those authors while Titan was
in it’s initial development, they really teed it up for us
nicely, without interfering with what they were trying to
do. 

It was great to see the unexplained gulf of change
between these last two movies, between Insurrection and
Nemesis, carefully accounted for and done in a pleasing
way so that by the time you get to the end, and see all
the changes, it makes sense. It created little hooks for us
to hang things on and gave us a pushing off place for
Titan in addition to the things the movie Nemesis had
committed us to. 

Andy: We are really gratified that Titan seems to be one
of the most anticipated Star Trek book projects on the
schedule right now. 

Mike: It’s frightening too, in a way. 

Andy: It’s really gratifying, but boy is that frightening to
think that we’re holding such a very VERY important baby
in our hands. We are hoping that the faith that Marco has
put in us will translate into something that the fans are
really going to enjoy as well. One of the nice things about
writing The Red King as well is that there are things we
started in Taking Wing that the second novel will allow us
to expand on. 

Mike: We also get to do a little bit of paying off on
something that we’ve done in a previous Star Trek project,
which I don’t want to say any more about. You’ll under-
stand what I refer to when you see it. 

TN: Will we see many familiar characters among
the Titan regulars? 

Andy: We have characters from The Next Generation.
We have characters from Deep Space Nine. We have a
character from Voyager. We have aliens from The
Animated Series and the feature films. We also have
appearances by characters from The Original Series, and
characters created in other novels. Despite that, there’s no

shortage of entirely new faces and species. 

Importantly to fans of our work in particular, there are
very strong tie-ins to several of our past projects. For
those who read Section 31: Rogue and who just read
“Unjoined” our Worlds of Deep Space Nine story, there is a
character of our creation named Ranul Keru who will be
involved in the Titan series as a lead character. 

Mike: He’s an unjoined Trill and his involvement seemed
like a natural thing to do in Worlds of Deep Space Nine
given the situation and the circumstances following Rogue.
He’s popped up in several places since his inception. So
were going all the way back to our earliest Star Trek proj-
ect. 

Andy: These books are going to be accessible to every-
one, whether they are a hard-core Star Trek fan or not.
For those who are hard core Star Trek fans, and who will
recognize some of the elements and things that we’ve put
in there, it will be a really rich reading experience. 

Mike: We like to hide Easter eggs. 

Andy: (laughs) It’s like hunting Easter eggs in these
books but the fans will be, hopefully, loving it. 

TN: Has the need to focus on Titan kept other
projects on the back burner like your Excelsior
novel, Forged in Fire? 

Mike: We kept getting other things land on fire in our
laps. 

Andy: The very next project we’ll be completing will be
an Enterprise novel and then after that will be the
Excelsior novel. Unless of course we get another book put
in on top of that. 

Mike: The way it looks now, the next big trek project
once we put The Red King to bed is going to be the
Enterprise project which we finally need to come up with a
title for. (The Enterprise novel currently has the working
title “Squids and Sharks”.) 

It’s “Squids and Sharks” because Margaret Clark, the edi-
tor, has a positive aversion to putting through contracts
that say “untitled Enterprise project”. The next Excelsior
book that’s now titled Forged in Fire, it was written in the
contract as “untitled Sulu project”. “Squids and Sharks”
refers to the main conflict that we are going to exploit
with Enterprise, a conflict that was not really dealt with
very much on the show itself. 

With the Enterprise project, the conflict that wasn’t dealt
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with very much was the natural conflict between the
MACO’s, the “sharks”, and the Starfleet personnel, or the
“squids”. You know, marines and sailors. The marines say-
ing okay you guys just pilot the ship to where you need to
take it and we’ll kill what needs to be killed. 

The Starfleet people kind of resent that. We saw just a
little bit of that during the series but we really want to
play that out more so it’s at a time when Major Hayes is
still alive and carries that conflict between squids and
sharks even further. 

TN: Will the cancellation of Enterprise cancellation
effect that project?

Mike: The biggest worry was for Titan when we first
heard that Riker and Troi were going to be involved with
the finale. But that’s the sort of risk you learn to live with
in media tie-in fiction. 

If there is some last minute change in continuity it’s not
as if there’s anything you can do about it. We really had
some nail biting during Star Trek: The Lost Era: Oh, my
god Enterprise is bringing back the Tholians! We used
Tholians in The Sundered because we thought they were
safe, that nobody at the studio would revisit the Tholians
again, since they hadn’t been seen since 1968. Luckily,
what little additional stuff they presented about them on
Enterprise actually tracked with some of the things we
came up with. 

Andy: The latest word about the Enterprise finale leads
us to believe we don’t have anything to worry about vis-à-
vis conflicts with Titan. So, we’re breathing a bit of a sigh
of relief. 

TN: Do you have other projects in the works,
either individually or together? 

Mike: Not that I can talk about at this time. 

Andy: I am consulting with a DVD company called BCI
Eclipse on the He-Man and the Masters of the Universe
DVD series. I’ll be directing a large series of half-hour doc-
umentaries, plus the other special features content. I’m
very excited because it’s the first time I’ll be directing
something in Hollywood. (laughing) They always say that
writers want to direct. One of the fun things about it is
that I’m going to be working closely with Lou Scheimer,
the head of Filmation, which is the company who did Star
Trek: The Animated Series, which I dearly love. I’m very
excited about that because I’m going to get to spend a
whole day filming with him. 

Mike and I have some other Star Trek things that we’re

proposing and that we would like to do in the future.
Christopher Bennett is writing the third Titan book but we
would love to revisit Titan in the future. 

TN: Don’t you also have a Captain Riker story in
the June anthology Tales from the Captain’s Table? 

Mike: Yes. That also helps set things up for the return of
Ranul Keru and that accounts for his transition from what
he was up to in Worlds of Deep Space Nine “Unjoined”,
transitioning from that to Titan. 

Andy: It also tells a very strange honeymoon story. I
think it’ll completely blow fans minds. (laughing) 

An upcoming S.C.E. print compilation, Aftermath, will
include our story, “Ishtar Rising”. We’ve been asked to
pitch to the TokyoPop comic series so we’ll see if anything
comes of that. 

We feel confident that as long as we’re turning in good
works and the fans are buying our works Marco will hope-
fully want to continue working with us, as will Margaret
Clark and Keith DeCandido. 

TN: You’ve been extremely careful to keep many
of the details surrounding Titan secret. Can I
assume that means you’ve got several surprises in
store for your readers? 

Andy: There are going to be surprises a plenty all
through Titan. There were times when writing it we were
practically rubbing our hands in glee. Especially after hav-
ing just finishing “Unjoined” which was a fairly dark, and,
in many ways a depressing and heavy story. We got to do
some really fun and even funny stuff in Taking Wing. We
got to do some incredibly cool stuff in it. Star Trek fans of
every era and every incarnation will find something to like
in Taking Wing. 

You can learn more about the writings of Andy Mangels
and Michael A. Martin at Andy’s web site,
AndyMangels.com, and additional information regarding
Andy’s involvement with the He-Man and the Masters of
the Universe DVD collections can be found at
TVShowsOnDVD.com. 

Star Trek Titan: Taking Wing will be available in both
mass-market paperback and eBook formats at bookstores
and online retailers in April 2005.
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Compiled by Corporal Captain Blair Learn

Convention attendees: When calling conventions for information, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the
evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).  When writing for information, it’s frequently a
good idea to include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-wide listing can be viewed online at:
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name, dates, location, and contact information to Blair
Learn at 11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a
minimum of three months time between your submission and the convention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to the list, including: Beky Tully-Gibbens, Chris Jones,
Greg Slade, Tony E. Finkelstein, Alex Geairns, Mark Marmor, Jason Smith, Mary Ann Pugliese, RA Winans,
Bill Blair, Laura Inglis, RA Winans, Onelia Herriot, and Mary Dumas  

Apr 9 - 16, 2005 Cruise Events, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida Info: 81 Sharon Drive,  Richboro, PA 18954 Ph: 800-
695-5253 http://www.cruiseevents.net/ Susan@CruiseEvents.net Guests: Richard Hatch   

Apr 16 - 17, 2005 Atlanta ComiCon, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 2225 McQuiston Dr., Marietta, GA 30064 Ph:
770-623-3496 http://www.atlantacomicon.com tickets@atlantacomicon.com 

Apr 29 - May&nbsp;1, 2005 PersaCon, Madison, Alabama Info: PO Box 1035, Madison, AL. 35758
http://www.geocities.com/chibicon2k3/ PersaConInfo@aol.com Guests: Travis Willingham, Patrick Seitz,
Michael Coleman, Steve Bennet, Stephanie Chateau   

May 13 - 15, 2005 Batty’s Best Game Fest, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 3631-C Chamblee-Tucker Road, Atlanta,
GA 30341 Ph: 770-939-8455 http://www.battysbest.com/bbgf.html info@battysbest.com

May 15 - 17, 2005 Jacon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box 780555, Orlando, FL 32878-0555
http://www.jacon.org/ registration@jacon.org Guests: George Lowe, Geoff Fink, Gus Sorola   

May 20 - 22, 2005 Mobicon, Mobile, Alabama Info: PO Box 161632 Mobile, AL 36616 http://www.mobi-
con.org/ president@mobicon.org Guests: Shaun ORourke, Jeff Breslauer, Greyson Wolf, Bill Blair, Steve
Bennett, Glenda Finkelstein, Debbora Wiles, David Beauchamp, Chris A. Jackson Benefits: Make A Wish
Foundation   

May 27 - 29, 2005 Oasis 18, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box 592905, Orlando, FL 32859-2905
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http://oasfis.org/oasis_17.html oasfis@sff.net Guests: Jane Lindskold, Steve Macdonald, Judi Castro,
Jack McDevitt, Owl Goingback, Richard Lee Byers, Adam-Troy Castro, Linda Evans, E. Rosa Sabin, Garrett
Peck, Jim Bassett, Keith Gouveia, David G. McDaniel, Will Ludwigsen, Diana Bennett, Glenda Finkelstein,
Vince Courtney, Stanley Morrison, Maggie Hogarth, Steve Parady, Paul Vincenti, Jeff Mitchell, Robert Koenn,
Craig Caldwell, Frank Dowler   

Jun 10 - 12, 2005 Sci-Fi Summer, Roswell, Georgia Info: PO Box 957203, Duluth, GA 30095
http://www.sfscon.org/ info@scifisummer.org Guests: Bob Burden, J. Alan Tripp, Emerald Rose, Atlanta
Radio Theatre Company   

Jul 15 - 17, 2005 Vulkon, Tampa, Florida Info: PO Box 297122, Pembroke Pines FL 33029-7122 Ph: 954-
441-TREK http://www.vulkon.com/ vulkon@aol.com

Jul 22 - 24, 2005 Earthbound, Tampa, Florida Info: PO Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33564-2213
http://www.earthbound2005.com/ Earthbound2005@yahoo.com Guests: Sylvia Anderson, Prentis
Hancock, Zienia Merton, Barry Morse Benefits: Diabetes Research Institute; National Parkinson Foundation   

Jul 22 - 24, 2005 Vidcon, Tampa, Florida Info: PO Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33565 Ph: 813-982-9616
http://www.stonehill.org RaggedyAnn@stonehill.org Benefits: Francis House   

Sep 2 - 5, 2005 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph: 770-909-
0115 http://www.dragoncon.org/ dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Sep 23 - 25, 2005 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ info@awa-con.com Guests: Robert DeJesus, Emily DeJesus, Matt Greenfield,
David Williams   

Oct 28 - 30, 2005 Necronomicon, Tampa, Florida Info: PO Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33564-2213
http://stonehill.org/necro.htm RaggedyAnn@stonehill.org Guests: Lloyd Kaufman, Peter David, Jessica
Galbreth Benefits: Kids & Canines   

Nov 5 - 6, 2005 Spooky Empire: Screamfest, Plantation, Florida Info: PO Box 460574, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida 33346 http://www.spookyempire.com/ info@spookyempire.com

Nov 11 - 13, 2005 AfterLife, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 67 Gail Drive, Athens, GA 30606 Ph: 404-272-3712
http://www.theafterlife.org/ 2005.info@theafterlife.org

Nov 11 - 13, 2005 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box 297122, Pembroke Pines FL 33029-7122 Ph: 954-
441-TREK http://www.vulkon.com/ vulkon@aol.com

Dec 4 - 11, 2005 Cruise Events, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida Info: 81 Sharon Drive,  Richboro, PA 18954 Ph: 800-
695-5253 http://www.cruiseevents.net/ Susan@CruiseEvents.net Guests: Lou Ferrigno, Greg Evigan 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List, http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/


