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There are several core members on the ship whom are working to keep the ship going, and running
projects. I thank those whom are doing the work. The ship is heading in a good direction, but we
need more involvement by the crew. If you have an ideal to promote the club, let a member of the
EC, 2nd Officer, XO or CO know.

By the time you get this issue of the Anvil, the
Vote of Confidence for Commanding Officer will
have ended. Of course, this report was due
before the end date, so you subscribers don't get
to find out until next month!

The main news from me is that I officially turned
in my resignation as Inspector General for
STARFLEET, effective December 31, 2005.

When I was asked to come back to the IG's
office, I really wasn't looking to do the job. I was
looking forward to just spending some quality
time doing chapter stuff. Mandi asked me if I'd fill
in for the unexpected vacancy when Robb
Jackson retired, and I agreed to stay long
enough to stablize the office, and then I'd turn it
over to another candidate. 

One year is plenty long enough to accomplish
those goals, and so it's a convenient time to step
aside.

I won't necessarily be stepping completely out of
the office, but I'll be stepping out of the center
seat. That should free up a lot of time to refocus
efforts back on the chapter.

If you haven't been to a meeting recently, now's
a good time to drop in. We have several new
members that haven't had the opportunity to
meet some of the long-tenured members, so
come by and introduce yourself.

Anyways, until next month...

Danny
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Greetings,

The deadline for the next issue of The Anvil is Tuesday November 22.  Please get me your submis-
sion by that time.  Send them to me at TheAnvil@charter.net.

Until Next Month

Dennis

Beginning Balance $365.75

Deposits:
Membership ~ The Miller's $10.00
T-shirt ~ Simmons's Family $30.00
Deposits Total +$40.00

Expenses:
Kinkos ~ Printing extra Anvils for mailing. $23.54
USPS ~ Mailing of Anvils $13.20
Expenses Total -$36.74

Ending Balance $369.0
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Nov 05 Armin Shimmerman (Quark)
Nov 09 Robert Duncan McNeil (Tom Paris, Star Trek: Voyager)
Nov 12 Max Grodénchik (Rom, Star Trek: Deep Space Nine)
Nov 13 Whoopi Goldberg (Guinan)
Nov 19 Robert Beltran (Chakotay)
Nov 19 Terry Farrell (Dax)
Nov 21 Laurence Luckinbill (Sybok)
Nov 21 Alexander Siddig (Dr. Bashir)
Nov 21 David Montgomery
Nov 24 Denise Crosby (Yar)
Nov 25 Ricardo Moltalban (Khan

The October Business meeting was held at Kingdom Comics. First Officer Danny Potts presided. 

Danny announced that the biennial Commanding Officer Vote of Confidence began at the meeting, lasting
for 30 days. He distributed ballots to those in attendance and stated he would send out e-mail ballots later.

Then he went over the outcome of the charity drive for Hurricane victims from the prior month. He detailed
the amount of donations collected, and their ultimate destinations for the crew in attendance.

Stan, the owner of Kingdom Comics, stepped in briefly to discuss the upcoming Halloween event day he
had planned for October 29, 2005, and made the group aware that we would have a recruiting table set up
for the duration of the day. Pete Mohney reminded all club members to attend in either club shirts or cos-
tume.

Pete presented his latest manual from the department of Recruiting and Retention, and gave a brief
overview of the department for any who weren't aware of it's purpose and function.

The group then adjourned from business to playing a round of Super Munchkin.
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn,, Brigadier – Captain

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Rear Admiral – First Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Commodore

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn,, LtJg.

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CChhrriiss  WWhhiittee, crewman

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

MMaarrkk  LLiinnddssaayy, Capt, Chief

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

Pete Mohney, Rear Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

Vacant

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Petty Officer Second Class

MMiicchheellllee  LLiinnddssaayy, Junior Cadet Specialist

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Recruit

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

DDeeaann  MMeeaaddoowwss

LLoommaa  BBrroowwnn

WWaayynnee  CCrroowwee

PPaatt  HHiicckkss,,  Capt.

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Commodore, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Ens, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

MMaarrkk  LLiinnddssaayy, Capt

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Lt Cmdr

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

PPaammeellaa  LLiinnddssaayy, Lt Cmdr, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Detatched

PPeeggggyy  TTrruucchhoonn

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT

DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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7 LETTERS
Droxine
Fizzbin
Ha'Dlbah
Mok'Bara
Oxalian

8 LETTERS
Pheranna

9 LETTERS
Space Hawk

10 LETTERS
Shanaikahr
Tiercellus

11 LETTERS
Qab Jih Nagil
Rakatan Mons

16 LETTERS
Rotsler technique

20 LETTERS
Flag Officer's Handbook
Swift, Silent and Deadly
Uniphase Incorporated
United Expansion Party

3 LETTERS
Kor
Pol

4 LETTERS
Brel
Eneg
Gill
Klaa
Mara

T'Lar
Zeon

5 LETTERS
Bragg
Gugin
Hanar
Krako
Lcars
Qorak

Ul'Lud

6 LETTERS
Briala
D'K'Tag
Elba II
Exo III
Jih Dok
Maj Dok
Yang Li

KRISS  KROSS
PUZZLE



USS  HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS  ONWARD6

TTHHEE  AANNVVIILL NNCCCC-22000044

Aamin Marritza
Aldara
Alpha Quadrant
B'Etor
Corado I Transmitter Array
Dal'Rok
Dermatiraelian Plasticine
Differential Magnetomer
DNA Reference Scan
Energy Containment Cell
Falow
Ferengi Rules Of Acquisition
Garak
Gratitude Festival
Gul Darhe'el
Gul Dukat
Hanoli System
Hoex
Hon'Tihl
I'danian Spice Pudding
Idran
Isolinear Rods
Kalia-Nohra Syndrome
Keena
Klon Peags
Locutus Of Borg
London Kings
Pottrick Syndrome
Raktajino
Retinal Imaging Scan
Rolandan Wild Draw
Rujian
Tarahong Detention Center
Trixiam Bubble Juice
Valerians
Vedek Assembly
Vedek Bareil

WORDSEARCH

LOCATE THE WORDS IN THE PUZZLE BELOW, THEY RUN
FORWARD AND BACKWARD, UP AND DOWN AND DIAGONAL.

DEEP  SPACE  9
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McFadden Gained Interest in Space From
Star Trek

Gates McFadden appeared this weekend at the
Armageddon Pulp Culture Expo in New Zealand,

where she spoke
about conventions,
her interest in
space science and
her work as a cho-
reographer. 

"I like to travel
and see new
places and it is
nice to realise I
have something in
common with so
many other peo-

ple," McFadden told The New Zealand Herald.
"Making good connections with people -
strangers, really - from other countries is won-
derful and surreal." She said that she was happy
to meet people who appreciated the work she
had done, but added, that it seemed surreal to
her "because some fans treat me strangely [as]
they are in awe having seen my face as big as a
car on a movie screen, or speaking to them in
their living room every day." 

Though she played Beverly Crusher for six of
seven seasons on The Next Generation and in

four feature films, McFadden has been less
involved in fan culture and appearances than
many of her co-stars. Some fans, she said, were
quite demanding or critical but most "are curi-
ous, funny and respectful fans and collectors,
and very caring and kind." 

McFadden noted that many fans were "interest-
ed in space travel as I am" and "imagining what
is out there in the universe", prompting the
interviewer to ask whether she had always been
a sci fi fan. "When I was young, I was always
studying dance...the only science fiction I knew
was The Twilight Zone," she admitted. "Historical
rather than futuristic was my preference. But
during my first year in the space suit, I met
many astronauts and fell in love with the space
programme." She said she was struck by astro-
nauts' comments about seeing the Earth from
above and no longer seeing boundaries, just a
single unified planet. 

"They felt comforted by the knowledge they
were but a minuscule part of existence, not the
centre of the universe, but a small part of it.
Almost a sense of belonging and responsibility at
the same time, coupled with an enormous sense
of wonder," she explained. She is interested in
the Mars missions and watched the space shuttle
lift off, but she believes that many Star Trek fans
share the sense of the astronauts: "Many are
intensely interested in promoting tolerance and
understanding rather than aggression." 

McFadden's first credited role since Star Trek:
Nemesis will be in the Cuba Gooding Jr. film
Dirty, written and directed by Chris Fisher, about
two former gang members turned policeman and
a scandal within the LAPD. The Internet Movie
Database states that the film is in post-produc-
tion.
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Takei On Politics, Being Different And Social
Activism

Actor George Takei (Sulu) talked about his role in
Equus, his political activism and his decision to pub-
licly acknowledge his homosexuality, saying, "This is

who I am. And by
gum, I'm not going to
let it be a constraint!" 

Speaking to Los
Angeles' Frontiers, the
actor said that his
resentment about
California Governor
Arnold
Schwarzenegger's
decision to veto a bill
that would have per-
mitted gay marriages
in the state were part
of his impetus for
coming out as a gay

man. He said, "This is something that I've mused on
for a long time. I've been thinking on sharing it with
the media, but the media is an ungovernable crea-
ture." 

The actor, who has long been an advocate for civil
rights and the progressive development of Los
Angeles, explained that he felt like a victim of segre-
gation and decided that he could play a role in end-
ing "some of those constraints that we have to strug-
gle with...the segregationist mentality is so strong,
but it's as destructive as racial segregation was in the
South, or incarceration on the basis of looking like
the enemy, as in the case of Japanese-Americans
during the second World War" - an experience with
which Takei is intimately familiar, having been sent
along with his family to an internment camp. 

"It's that same mentality, and in order to be vocal
on those issues, I think I need to address those
issues as who I am," he added. 

Takei likened the shame he was made to feel about
being gay to the effects of the oppression he experi-
enced as a Japanese-American during World War II.
"I remember the barbed wire and the guard towers

and the machine guns, but they became part of my
normal landscape," he recalled. "When we came out
of camp, that's when I first realized that being in
camp, that being Japanese-American, was something
shameful...I just swallowed the pain." 

He grew up feeling ashamed of his ethnic heritage,
"and then when you get this realization that you
have a different focus in life, you know, that other
boys are interesting to you...you start kind of hiding
that as well." As he grew older, he understood that
feeling shame was neither right nor inevitable, so he
started going to gay events and gatherings, "and you
start realizing that this is 'normal.' For me." 

Takei met his partner, Brad Altman, in a gay run-
ning group, and said that while his mother came to
understand and accept his orientation, his siblings
have not been nearly so supportive. "Brad's my part-
ner, we’ve been together for 18 years. So, I’ve been
'open,' but I have not talked to the press," he said.
"It's not really coming out, which suggests opening a
door and stepping through...it's more like a long,
long walk through what began as a narrow corridor." 

The play Equus, which Takei is performing with the
East West Players (story), resonates for the actor
because of these life experiences. The play is about
a teenage patient and a psychiatrist who struggles
with ideas about normality and obsession. "I first
saw it in London at the National Theatre and I was
blown away," Takei revealed. "It was my Star Trek
colleague Leonard Nimoy who played Dysart on
Broadway." 

Dysart has "a lot of demons that he’s fighting. It’s
been festering in him for a long time. And then this
boy explodes on him...that burning passion, and
focused on creating his own worship, that’s been
missing in [Dysart]." The character complains about
his "eternal timidity" yet ultimately develops a
greater understanding of himself. 

Equus runs through November 20th at the David
Henry Hwang Theater.
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'How William Shatner Changed the World' To Explore Star Trek Innovation

A new documentary on Star Trek and the development of technology, How William Shatner Changed the World, premieres
next month. 

Channel Canada reported on Discovery Channel's documentary, which explores how cell phones evolved to look like commu-
nicators and other curiosities of modern life. "You’ve got a cell phone at one ear, an iPod at the other, you know that
Blackberry is now a verb and Spam is not only canned meat of questionable origin," noted the article. "Blame William
Shatner." 

Based on the Captain Kirk actor's
book I'm Working on That, the
Shatner-hosted documentary covers
scientists and inventors who were
inspired by Star Trek. For instance,
fan Mark Rayman, who watched
both Star Trek and the Mercury
launches, grew up to become chief
engineer on the Robotic Deep Space
Probe project at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory. 

Shatner also credits Marty Cooper,
an engineer at Motorola who helped
invent the first mobile cellular phone
based on Star Trek's communicators.
Others interviewed include space sci-
entists, computer programmers and
a brain surgeon who removes
tumors with a laser knife, as well as
Shatner's co-stars George Takei
(Sulu) and Nichelle Nichols (Uhura). 

The documentary is scheduled to
premiere on Sunday, November 13th
on theDiscovery Channel.

Shatner Inducted Into
Broadcast Hall of Fame

William Shatner said he had no
intention of retiring when he was
inducted this month in the
Broadcast Hall of Fame, explaining
that he isn't bored and he is having
a good time playing Denny Crane
on Boston Legal - a role for which
he recently won an Emmy Award. 

"I recognized that my time now is
the most valuable thing I had and I
needed to be very judicious," he
told Broadcasting & Cable. "This
role was dangled in front of me...I
just thought I'd do it for a limited
amount of time." Of course, after
creating the character on The
Practice, Shatner was invited to
become a regular on Boston Legal
and is now receiving the best
reviews of his long career. 

"[Producer] David Kelley and I
seem to be...kind of arriving at this character together, and in my experience, that's unique," Shatner explained. "I really
enjoy problem-solving—working on what the nuances are." He added that the role of Crane "is rich with those questions
and the need for those solutions" as he toes the line between being a comic and tragic character, playing a man on the
brink of senility. "It's a fine line. I'm constantly thinking through, 'Is this real enough, or is this comic enough?'" 

Shatner said that he is enjoying working now more than ever before, crediting writers like Kelley and Star Trek creator
Gene Roddenberry for his success. "Good writers are so rare, they're like diamonds," the Captain Kirk actor said. "Any
success I've had, it's been on the wings of that talent." Despite Star Trek's infamous cancellation after only three sea-
sons, the actor added, it "was an extraordinary concept...it caught and continues to catch the imaginations of a lot of
people." 

Kelley expressed his appreciation for Shatner as well, saying that he feels "so fortunate" that Shatner decided to join
his show. "He has made us laugh in the courtroom, entertained us in space, scared us in the Twilight Zone — and truly
frightened us with his singing career."
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'Free Enterprise 2' May Reunite Shatner,
Nimoy

If writer-director Robert Meyer Burnett has his
way, the film Free Enterprise 2 will feature
Leonard Nimoy alongside William Shatner, the
object of parody in the original Free Enterprise
playing an eponymous character whose career
has gone to booze, porn and bad roles. 

"We've yet to approach Mr. Nimoy, but Shatner
said he could get him to be in the movie," Burnett
told Israeli fan group Starbase 972. "I wouldn't
want to make it without him. In the original draft
of the script, Nimoy finds Shatner at the top of
Masada, in a secret base, studying to be a Rabbi.
To get him to come back to the states, the
Orthodox Nimoy then goes head to head with
Shatner in a battle to see who knows more about
Old Testament scripture. If Shatner wins, he'll
stay and finish his teachings,
hiding forever from the real
world. If Nimoy wins, he'll
haul Shatner back to Las
Vegas to perform Rob's wed-
ding ceremony at the Star
Trek Experience in Las
Vegas." 

This reversal of roles from
Spock's Kohlinahr experience
in Star Trek: The Motion
Picture, from which Captain
Kirk summoned him back, is
being scripted by Burnett
along with writing partner
Mark A. Altman. "I'm finish-
ing up the screenplay," he
said. "In the story, Mark and
Rob's lives have changed.
They've drifted apart as
friends...basically, they're
unhappy with who they've
become." Then Shatner dis-
appears, and the characters

named after the writers turn to "the one man who
knows Shatner better than they do...Leonard
Nimoy." The three of them join together in,
"well...a Search for Shatner!" The climax of the
film will take place at a wedding with Shatner and
Nimoy singing "Sunrise, Sunset" from Fiddler on
the Roof. 

A long-time fan, Burnett said he has been disap-
pointed with Star Trek "since the second season
opener of Voyager, 'The 37's,' when the crew
encountered a '30s pick-up truck floating in
space...rather than reflect the current state of
humanity, Star Trek now seems more about tem-
poral anomalies and internal Trek history than
anything relating to the current state of the
world. Even the film First Contact was really only
about internal Star Trek continuity and didn't real-
ly have much to say about the human condition,
unlike Wrath of Khan." He felt certain that even

with Enterprise off the air, a
series would return soon. 

Burnett also worked at Star
Trek: The Experience at the
Las Vegas Hilton, where he
oversaw the video portion of
the museum. "All I did each
day was watch about ten
episodes of Star Trek and
log the material I'd later use
to create the videos. And I
was getting paid for it!" he
recalled of this dream job. "I
tried to distill Trek down to
its components. Characters,
aliens, starships, philoso-
phy...so anyone coming to
the attraction, even those
who didn't know much
about Star Trek, could clear-
ly understand what all the
fuss was about."
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Logan To Adapt Shakespeare For Stewart

Star Trek: Nemesis screenwriter John Logan - who was nominated for
Academy Awards for Gladiator and The Aviator - will adapt The Merchant of
Venice for the screen for Patrick Stewart (Picard). 

The Chicago Sun-Times reports that Stewart will play Shylock in an updated
version of Shakespeare's play, which will be directed by Michael Almereyda. The
Daily Telegraph previously reported that Stewart's X-Men co-star Ian McKellen
would play Antonio. 

Logan, whom the Sun-Times describes as "long part of the Victory Gardens
Theater's stable of playwrights", is reinventing Shylock as a casino boss. His
adversary Portia, now the daughter of a high-roller, will be played by Julia Stiles.
Fashion designer Diane von Furstenberg will co-produce the film. 

As previously reported, Stewart is interested in exploring the homosexual sub-
text between the characters of Antonio and Bassanio. He said he hoped to make
use of the Las Vegas gay scene for that.

Meaney Lines Up Miniseries, 'Law &
Order' Appearance

Colm Meaney has
encounters with spies and
investigators scheduled
over the next several
months. 

The Miles O'Brien actor
from Star Trek: The Next
Generation and Deep
Space Nine will star in a
Robert Ludlum miniseries
along with Oscar winners

Mira Sorvino and Anjelica Huston as well as
Stephen Dorff, according to Variety. The four-
hour production for CBS, Covert One: The Hades
Factor, will by directed by Mick Jackson and will
film in Toronto, Paris and Berlin. 

Blind Justice's Elwood Reid based the script on
a 2000 novel in which a colonel, Jonathan Smith,
discovers that his fiancee may have been killed
by an engineered virus whose existence the

president orders kept secret. Sorvino plays an
agent of a secret intelligence group, while
Meaney plays a friend of Smith's now working
for the intelligence division Covert One. 

No release date has been announced yet for
the miniseries. However, fans can see Meaney
during sweeps month on Law and Order:
Criminal Intent on NBC. The Futon Critic has a
report on a special two-hour episode which will
feature Meaney as a judge trying to protect his
son from a murder investigation after a teenage
girl disappears. 

The episode, entitled "In The Wee Small Hours
Part I & II", will bring together both sets of the
series' detectives for the first time. It will air
from 9-11 p.m. on November 6th.
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Paramount Kicks Off Direct-To-DVD
Production

Paramount Home Entertainment is launching a new
DVD Premiere division to produce direct-to-DVD fea-
tures from franchises the studio believes are under-
performing at the box office but have devoted fan
bases, like FOX has done with The Family Guy and
Universal with American Pie. 

Variety reports that releasing films directly to DVD
to appeal to target audiences has reaped profits for
other studios, and Paramount hopes to capitalise on
the trend. "We are uniquely positioned to capitalize
on the growing consumer demand for original DVD
programming by utilizing the strength of all the
Viacom brands," noted senior vice president Ellen
Pittleman. Pittleman was behind the financing of the
direct-to-DVD Bob Dylan documentary No Direction
Home and Paramount Home Entertainment's
Charlotte's Web 2: Wilbur's Great Adventure, based
on the children's classic and released exclusively on

DVD. 

DVD Premiere department plans to release six to
eight original DVD productions per year. Some of the
productions scheduled for early 2006 may receive a
theatrical release, such as Jonathan Demme's docu-
mentary about Neil Young's Prairie Wind tour. There
will also be a direct-to-DVD sequel to Save The Last
Dance starring Jacqueline Bisset and Izabella Miko. 

Variety notes that unlike many studios who limit
original DVD releases to projects acquired by outside
producers, Paramount will develop and produce its
own projects. Pittleman said that the facilities mirror
the theatrical division, though most of the studio's
DVD movies are shot in 21 days. 

Which begs the question: might Star Trek features
be produced by Paramount directly for the home
DVD market, which would bypass the expense of a
theatrical release and the limitations of a weekly seri-
al?

Siddig Wants To Be A Diplomat Between Two
Cultures

Deep Space Nine's
Alexander Siddig
(Dr. Bashir), who
has worked in the
past few months on
many high-profile
films and television
projects, said that
he thinks of himself
as "a diplomat first
and foremost",
someone who trav-
erses Eastern and
Western cultures as
a prominent Arab
presence in the
entertainment

industry. 

"I'm someone who didn’t even discover that I was

Muslim until I was in my late-thirties," Siddig told
East-West Woman (via the Sid City Forums). "Prior to
9/11, I was happily going along, doing my own busi-
ness and not too concerned about my ethnicity."
Now, however, the half-English, half-Sudanese Siddig
(born Siddig El Tahir El Fadil, referred to as "Sid"
both before and after he added "Alexander" to his
name) said he realizes that he cannot avoid other
people's perceptions. Mentioning being stopped and
searched on the streets, he added, "I completely
understand why that happens in sensitive parts of
London." 

Siddig appeared in Ridley Scott's Kingdom of
Heaven, the George Clooney feature Syriana, and
several upcoming projects including the title role in
Hannibal. The nephew of Sadiq Al Mahdi, a deposed
ruler of Sudan, Siddig explained that until recently it
was dangerous for him even to visit his birthplace
and noted that growing up in England, he encoun-
tered little prejudice. "Maybe I had a particularly
privileged or unusually cushy environment," he said. 
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Another uncle, Malcolm McDowell (Soran in Star
Trek: Generations), encouraged a career in acting,
though Siddig knew "I don’t look English, and I don’t
look Midwest American. I’m not going to play some-
one with Dutch ancestry or a white American. But
then, most actors can’t be many things, even if
they’re the most average-looking, white, blue-eyed
blonde guy." 

Playing Emir Feisal in A Dangerous Man: Lawrence
After Arabia brought him to the attention of the Star
Trek producers, who cast him in Deep Space Nine,
which Siddig called "a wonderful opportunity." When
the series ended, he found the separation from the
cast traumatic and wondered "if I’ll ever completely
escape Star Trek." He said typecasting is a problem

but he believes that "if I can act well enough, I’ll get
the jobs.” 

Siddig said that he is proud of the work his fans
have done fundraising for Doctors Without Borders
(his official web site, Sid City, has also been involved
in fundraising for victims of Hurricane Katrina). He
hopes to work on a film noir project with McDowell
this fall in which he would play "a psychotic
Moroccan cop", though politics continue to weigh
heavily on his mind. "I am a product of twin cul-
tures," he concluded. "If I can bring them together, if
I can do anything to help, then that is wonderful." 

Braga Discusses 'Threshold' Paranoia

Brannon Braga believes that it's mostly coincidence
that paranoid '50s-style science fiction is predominat-
ing on the television network this fall, but he adds
that "it's important to note that science fiction and
horror usually reflect something going on in the
national psyche." 

Speaking to Newsday, the former Star Trek:
Enterprise executive producer and other science fic-
tion writers spoke of the fears of terrorism that may
have helped fuel not only Braga's Threshold on CBS
but NBC's Surface, and ABC's Invasion, each of which
has also been compared to ABC's sophomore mys-
tery-thriller Lost. "Aliens in our midst, insinuating
their godless thoughts into our brains, commandeer-
ing our bodies. Paranoia lies like a poison fog upon
the land," wrote Neil Holston in his summary of
body-snatching TV extraterrestrials. 

World Fantasy Award-winning novelist Lewis Shiner
pointed out that when the optimism of Star Trek was
created, civil rights were making progress and the US
was in an expansive era. Since 9/11, however, "We're
seeing the government using it as an excuse to sub-
vert the Constitution. People getting paranoid and
repressive. Scapegoating people." 

Braga notes that during the 1950s, people were
afraid of communism and the prospect of nuclear
war. "Now there's a certain fear about terrorism and
people infiltrating our culture and doing terrible
things. It's kind of similar to the Red Scare business."
He compared the experiences of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in Japan and the emergence of Godzilla
movies, saying, "It couldn't be a more powerful icon
of what that nation went through. It's a monster
movie, but it's a metaphor for the bomb and every-
thing that it meant." 

While some of the producers see their shows as
hopeful, demonstrating that society can rebuild after
a threat, Braga said that artists and writers are still
trying to cope with the changed world after 9/11.
"Look, many people would tell you that we may not
be living in the dark ages, but we're very much in
the dim ages," he explained. "It's not exactly a hope-
ful time when we've got enough of the world's prob-
lems solved that we can look to the stars and start
dreaming again."
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Former Star Trek Executive Producer
Michael Piller Dies

Michael Piller,
a longtime
executive pro-
ducer of Star
Trek: The Next
Generation,
Deep Space
Nine and
Voyager, lost
his battle with
cancer today.
The co-creator
of Deep Space

Nine and Voyager and writer of Star Trek: Insurrection,
whose most recent production was the ABC Family series
Wildfire, died at age 57. 

Piller, who produced more than 500 hours of Star Trek,
had struggled with an aggressive form of head and neck
cancer but kept his condition private from many of his
associates. StarTrek.com notes that in addition to his writ-
ing and producing credits on the Star Trek shows, Piller
co-created UPN’s Legend and more recently USA’s The
Dead Zone, along with his son, Shawn Piller. 

Born in Portchester, New York, Piller worked at one time
as a television censor. Before he became a full-time writer,
he was an Emmy Award-winning broadcast journalist with
CBS News in New York. Stints as an editor and news
director in Charlotte and Chicago preceded a job as a pro-
gramming executive. Piller’s credits included police dramas
such as Cagney & Lacey and Miami Vice; in addition to
The Dead Zone and Wildfire, he co-created and executive
produced Group One Medical. 

After joining the writing staff of The Next Generation,
Piller created Deep Space Nine together with Rick Berman
- the first show to bear the name of Star Trek in which
Gene Roddenberry was not directly involved. Later Berman
and Piller co-created Voyager with Jeri Taylor. After leaving
his production job with the Star Trek franchise to work
with Shawn at Piller Squared, Michael Piller remained a
creative consultant on Star Trek: Voyager. 

“Michael Piller was a class act, a generous soul, and a
genuinely nice guy to work for,” said graphic designer and
scenic art supervisor Michael Okuda, who has been
involved with the Star Trek franchise since the original
series feature films. “We’re all indebted to his talent and

his hard work. He left us far too soon, and we will miss
him greatly.” 

Although StarTrek.com reports that he was ill for a long
time, Piller remained active in television work until very
recently. The Dead Zone will begin its fifth season on USA
in 2006, while Wildfire has been picked up for a second
season by ABC Family (the series stars Nana Visitor, who
played Kira on Deep Space Nine). 

Piller served on the advisory board for the Department of
Communications Studies at his alma mater, the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he was also sup-
portive of students. Piller also started the internship pro-
gram for would-be television writers at Star Trek and the
spec script submissions that allowed several unagented
writers to be discovered by the franchise. 

“Without him, lots of writers wouldn’t have gotten their
first break,” said Lynda Foley, a Voyager intern during
Piller’s tenure there in the show’s second season. “When I
would get writer’s block or have problems with rewrites,
he always gave the same advice: ‘It’s always about the
human condition. Go back to that and you’ll find your
story.’” 

Foley said that even after she had left Paramount and
sold several professional stories, Piller invited her over to
advise her on a prospective movie pitch. “He was a tough
boss, but fair. He was painfully honest, and his perfection-
ism led to unending rewrites, but he was the best boss I
ever worked for,” she added. “I learned more from him
about writing than any class, workshop or seminar.” 

Thanks to Piller’s onetime assistant Eric Stillwell for pass-
ing along Piller’s credits. The Trek Nation interviewed Piller
in 2002; that article is here. 

In addition to son Shawn, Michael Piller is survived by
his wife Sandra and daughter Brent. Our condolences go
out to his family and friends. Condolence cards can be
sent to: 

The Piller Family
c/o Piller Squared, Inc.
7025 Santa Monica Blvd.
Hollywood, CA 90038 

The family will designate a charity for memorial contribu-
tions in lieu of flowers, so please use this address for
cards and notes only.



TTHHEE  AANNVVIILL NNCCCC-22000044

CREW

USS HEPHAESTUS

NCC-2004

The information on this page is distributed only to Hephaestus members, and is private to those members.  This information should not be
given to any others without the express permission of each of the members involved, for any purposes, personal or professional.  Any
information on this page may be removed from this list in future issues by the members at their request 

Sue Ellen Mohney EC
1105 Oak Creek Tr
Birmingham ,AL 35215-1502
SCC-13218-02:2004:O6::004
(205) 680-5723    06/28/71
semohney@aol.com

Pete Mohney OTS OCC FOS3
1105 Oak Creek Tr
Birmingham ,AL 35215-1502
SCC-13766-02:2004:O9::005
(205) 680-5723    02/24/60
pdmohney@aol.com

Roy Green OTS OCC
955 Linwood Rd
Birmingham ,AL 35222-4434
SCC-19940-02:2004:O5::028
(205) 595-4329    05/11/59

Dennis Evans EC OTS OCC
365 Belcher Dr
Birmingham ,AL 35228-1701
SCC-22778-02:2004:O6::049
(205) 923-8756     01/09/61
tide323@charter.net

Mark Lindsay OTS OCC
9804 Goldenrod Dr
Frisco ,TX 75035-7033
SCC-25760-02:2004:O5::057
(000) 000-0000     05/06/67
markl@shakaree.org

Nick Mohney
1105 Oak Creek Tr
Birmingham ,AL 35215-1502
SCC-28322-02:2004:E5::069
(205) 680-5723    03/17/88

Pamela Lindsay OTS OCC
9804 Goldenrod Dr
Frisco ,TX 75035-7033
SCC-16555-02:2004:O4::070
(000) 000-0000     00/00/00
pamela@shakaree.org

Danny Potts XO OTS OCC FOS3
2912 Dublin Dr N
Helena,AL 35080-3740
SCC-30776-02:2004:O8::074
(205) 620-1302    12/16/64
TrekNoid@aol.com

Denby Potts EC OTS OCC
2912 Dublin Dr N
Helena,AL 35080-3740
SCC-50136-02:2004:O8::075
(205) 620-1302    02/09/67
TrekWife@aol.com

Neil Yawn CO EC OTS OCC FOS3
PO Box 733
Graysville ,AL 35073
SCC-31135-02:2004:O7::076
(205) 888-8558 (Beeper)    01/07/65
cmosnuffy@aol.com

Michelle Lindsay
9804 Goldenrod Dr
Frisco ,TX 75035-7033
SCC-31843-02:2004:E1::078
(000) 000-0000     05/24/94

Edward deGruy OTS, OCC
2665 Meadow court
Chamblee, GA 30341
SCC 46041 02:2004:02::096
404 327 5760 05/02/71
degruy@aol.com   

Sheila Benton OTS OCC
5286 Austin Street
Birmingham ,AL 35235
SCC-45356-02:2004:O4::098
(205) 854-3505    06/01/67
sheilmbenton@aol.com

Pat Simmons OTS
2340 Forestdale Blvd
Birmingham ,AL 35214
SCC-47194-02:2004:O4::103
(000) 000-0000    01/12/70
keeponbeliving@yahoo.com

David Montgomery
213 Cloverleaf Dr, Apt 14
Athens ,AL 35611
SCC-00000-00:2004:OO::111
(256) 830-4401    11/21/78
ke4hmm@hiwaay.net

Christopher Night
PO Box 381891
Cambridge MA 02238-1891
SCC-00000-00:2004:OO::112
(617) 876-9472    10/01/80
cpilman@cfa.harvard.edu

Matthew Potts 
2912 Dublin Dr N
Helena,AL 35080-3740
SCC-51599-02:2004:E1::135
(000) 000-0000    07/13/97

Mert Ertunga
2327 Morris Ave 3-C
Birmingham,AL 35203
SCC-00000-00:2004:OO::144
(205) 444-0430    06/16/67
mertov@bjk.com

Lynnette Youngblood-Yawn
PO Box 733
Graysville ,AL 35073
SCC-55540-02:2004:O1::149
(000) 000-0000    07/12/63

Becky Akins
471 Tarrant Rd
Gardendale,AL 35071
SCC-54185-02:2004:OO::150
(205) 631-7829    08/10/59

Katrina Leigh Mohney
1105 Oak Creek Tr
Birmingham ,AL 35215-1502
SCC-54772-02:2004:E0::153
(000) 000-0000    12/31/00

Wayne Crowe
1125-B Thomason Ave.
Tarrant ,AL 35217-2530
SCC-56707-02:2004:OO::165
(205) 849-7059    00/00/00

Haley Youngblood
PO Box 733
Graysville ,AL 35073
SCC-60473-02:2004:E1::187
(000) 000-0000    00/00/00

Timothy Kelly
656 Ridge Rd
Birmingham,AL 35206
SCC-60663-02:2004:OO::188
(205) 833-5084    03/11/71

Penny Wallace
PO Box 43611
Birmingham AL 35243
SCC 50414-02:2004:04::190
(205) 298-1860

Athena Youngblood
PO Box 733
Graysville ,AL 35073
SCC-61409-02:2004:E1::191
(000) 000-0000    00/00/00

Charlie Boartfield
1109 9th Ave.
Midfield AL 35228
SCC-00000-00:2004:00::192
(205) 744-1874    10/24/61
trekie@charter.net

Melissa Boartfield
1109 9th Ave.
Midfield AL 35228
SCC-00000-00:2004:00::193
(205) 744-1874    3/1/63
belana@charter.net

Tara Mohney
1105 Oak Creek Tr
Birmingham ,AL 35215-1502
SCC-28322-02:2004:00::194
(205) 680-5723    08/18/2004

Peggy Truchon
2609 Woodfern Court
Homewood, Al. 35205
SCC- 00000-00:2004::195
(205) 871-9579  00/00/00


