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BBYY REEAARR ADDMMIIRRAALL DAANNNNYY POOTTTTSS

Greetings, all! 

I wanted to start out this month’s report by let-
ting you know about the loss of one of our own.

Peggy Truchon, one of our
newer members, passed
away on January 1, 2007. 

Peggy loved Trek, and
truly seemed to enjoy the
short time she was with us,
and we’ll miss having her
around. I hope everyone
had a chance to meet her. 

As we enter our 18th year
as a Science Fiction club and chapter of
STARFLEET, International, I’m optimistic what
the future holds for us. Looking at the current
crew roster, 17 of the members came to the
crew later than I did, and several of our most
active members joined us in the last two years.
At a time where we hear nothing except dire
news regarding the future of Trek, it’s encourag-
ing to see our own ranks continuing to grow, and
finding new friends to share our interests. 

At the December meeting, we discussed all
sorts of possible events for the coming year, and
for the first time in a long time, we’re finding that
we have more that we want to do than we have
time to accomplish! I encourage any of you who
have been away for a while to find an opportuni-

ty to come meet the new crew, and see what
we’re about these days. 

One thing I’m definately excited about is our
new membership option. We’re now offering free
memberships on the Hephaestus to any person
willing to take the Anvil in an electronic, PDF
form! I’ve already heard from two of our family
memberships who have asked to move to this
format, and I’d love to hear from more. The cost
of producing the Anvil is the main expense of the
chapter, so by eliminating the printing costs, we
can effectively open memberships up for free! 

We recently held the Christmas party, and we
had 25 people in attendance! We had a new
recruit in attendance, and two members we
haven’t seen in quite some time! Couple that
with the two former members who showed up at
the December business meeting, and we’ve had
ourselves quite a Homecoming! 

The 2007 Region 2 Summit Site is up-and-run-
ning, and I’d love for the USS Hephaestus to
continue it’s long-standing support of this annual
event. I’ve registered, and have my room
reserved! For more information, you can head to:
http://www.treknoid.com/summit2007/. 

Danny



Greetings and Happy New Year,

Another year has come and gone and the Hephaestus contin-
ues along.   Our recent Christmas party was a lot of fun and we
had a great turnout.  I am looking forward to 2007 and  believe
we will continue to have fun as a group.

The deadline for the next issue of The Anvil is Tuesday January 23rd.  Please have your submission in to me by that
time.  As always please send me your submission at TheAnvil@charter.net.

Please take a few minutes and check the Command section and make sure your information is correct.  If you find a
mistake please contact me and let me know.

Until Next Month,

Dennis
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Peggy J. Kern Truchon TRUCHON, PEGGY J. KERN, age 59, of
Homewood, died on January 1, 2007. She was born in Beech Grove, IN, July
4, 1947. She is preceded in death by her parents Robert G. Kern and
Margaret A. Kern. Peggy dedicated her life to helping others working as a
Registered Nurse at both UAB and Baptist Montclair Hospitals for over 30
years after earning an Associate of Science in Nursing in 1977 from Samford
University. She graduated from UAB with a Bachelors of Science in Social
Work in 2004. She is survived by her children Christopher D. Truchon
(Virginia Beach, VA), Michael P. Truchon (Tuscaloosa), Laura E. Tisdale
(Atlanta, GA), and Erica A. Truchon (Tuscaloosa); brother Paul S. Kern
(Plainfield, IN) and sister Patricia M. Dobbs (Denver, CO); grandchildren
Emily Truchon (Chris), Nicholas Truchon (Chris), and Sarah Truchon
(Michael). Services will be at 1:00 PM, Saturday January 6, 2007 at Our
Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church, Homewood. 

Published in The Birmingham News on 1/5/2007.

Wow! It’s hard to believe we’re
starting a new year. I keep ask-
ing myself, “Where did 2006 go?
In the past, for each new year, I

made a list of resolutions, only to have broken  all of them by February or March. So I decided to set goals
instead. This year I have three goals. My first goal is to get to know more of the Hephaestus members. Some
of you I haven’t even met. Some of you I haven’t seen in a while. So how about coming to a business or a
social meeting to say “hello.” My second goal is to be a more effective second officer and to assist Danny in
any way I can. And my third goal is to continue to have fun with my Hephaestus family. See you at the meet-
ings.
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The December Business Meeting was held at
Kingdom Comics, with 10 in attendance. 

The first order of Business was the upcoming
Christmas party, and reminders about the date
change to December 30. A discussion of the order of
events for the party followed. 

A long discussion was held regarding the Anvils,
with Danny explaining that Pat Hicks had volunteered
to take over the mailing or printed Anvils, and his dif-
ficulties in getting Anvils mailed on his own. This led
to a discussion of the Electronic Anvil option for
Hephaestus members, and adjustments in member-

ship expiration dates for existing members. 

The upcoming Region 2 Summit was discussed,
along with plans of those to attend. Roy discussed
various city-related events underway that people
might be interested in attending. MarkAdam
announced the new Star Trek themed books avail-
able at Books-A-Million, and the crew set the calen-
dar for the first few months of 2007. 

The evening ended with a round of Guillotine,
where many heads rolled.

Date Event/Time Location
January 20 Social Meeting: Gaming Day Mohney House 5 p.m.
February 5 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comic’s 7pm
February 17 Social Meeting: Movie Night Mohney House 7 p.m.
March 5 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comic’s 7pm
March 9-11 R2 Summit Columbus Varies
April 2 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comic’s 7pm
April 21 Spring Cookout Mohney Home 2 p.m. (tentative)
May 7 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comic’s 7pm
May 19 Space & Rocket Center (tentative)
June 4 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comic’s 7pm
June ? Starfleet/Firefly shindig TBA (tentative)
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White, Chris 11/01/2006

Green, Roy 11/10/2006

Carr, Renda 01/02/2007

Simmons,  Patricia 02/14/2007

deGruy, Edward 03/27/2007

Williams, (Debra and  Simone) 03/27/2007

Hicks. (Pat, Gloria and Flo) 04/26/2007

Benton,  Sheila 05/24/2007

Lindsay, (Mark, Pamela and Michelle) 08/03/2007

Miller, (MarkAdam and Brenda) 08/03/2007

Mohney, (Pete, Sue  Ellen, Nick, Katrina and Tara) 11/03/2007

Evans, Dennis 11/10/2007

Yawn, (Neil, Lynnette, Haley and Athena) 11/27/2007

Potts.  (Danny, Denby and Matthew) 02/20/2009

STARFLEET ELECTRONICS!

Show off your Starfleet pride with and assortment of cool electronic gear!  First and hugely popular when it debuted at the International Conference 2006 and selling
like crazy since, the 'robotic book light'.  With a press of a button, the light arm unfolds into position and turns on the incredibly bright reading lamp.  Put all your keys
on the LED keychain with our website printed on it.  With a press a button, this keychain will light your way to your door.  Want to really attract some attention in pub-
lic?  Wear the brightly flashing Starfleet lapel badge.  It blinks with a startling blue light, and will have everyone's eyes on you.  Finally is the shimmering, multi-color

Starfleet pen, which lights up at the press of a button and cycles through several colors every few seconds.

Go to http://members.aol.com/pdmohney/sfqm.html for order forms and the SFQM catalog showing all of the quartermasters
items, or email quartermaster@sfi.org for more information.
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http://www.startrekofgodsandmen.com/trailer/STOGAMhigh.mov
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Rear Admiral – Captian

PPaatt  HHiicckkss, Captain - 1st Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Commodore

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn,, Lt.

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

VVaaccaanntt

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy, Vice Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Recruit

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Ensign

EEddwwaarrdd  ddeeGGrruuyy, Lt. Comm

MMaarrkkAAddaamm  MMiilllleerr, Ensign

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Commodore, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Lt Cmdr

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

PPeeggggyy  TTrruucchhoonn,,  Ensign

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT

DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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KRISS KROSS
PUZZLE

3 Letters
Ion
KDF
LOg
ODN
Tal

4 Letters
Esar

Hyla
Lanz
Mree
Rhyl
Shra
Star
T'Sai

5 Letters
Alais
Dasur
Falda
Franz
Horta
Hoshe
Iglat
Jaael

Krenn
Lakat
Melek
Norgh
Oghir
Sotir
Talir
Terra
Tliss

T'Pala

6 Letters
Cranth
Gidris
Levius
Thelev

7 Letters
Ahn-Vahr
Haastra
Shikahr

8 Letters
Constrev
Ka'Athrya
Melchior

9 Letters
Meteorcom
Oort Cloud
Ulan Bator

10 Letters
Alalpech'Ch
Aleph Prime
Jason Nyere
Jurnamoria
Planet M-155
Reeta Patel

11 Letters
Her grandeur

12 Letters
Fesh'Rin Hills

13 Letters
Jeremy Grayson

15 Letters
Protocol binders

19 Letters
Singings in dream time

21 Letters
Intracranial Senceiver

24 Letters
Maria Theresa Perez Salazar
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Ah-Kel
Argine
Asoth
Augerine Stew
Chula
Colebric Hemorrhate
Corundium Alloy
Croden
Daystrom Institute
Dekon Elig
Delta Quadrant
Ennis
Epsilon Hydra VII
Gallitep
Grand Nagus
Higa Metar
Iarish Pie
Infernite
Isolinear Coprocessor
Jaheel
Jasad
Jokarian Cheese
Julian Bashir
Jumja
Kalevian Montar
Katterpod Beans
Kee'Bhor
Kira Nerys
Kobliad
Kolos
Laser Induced Fusion
Lojal
Miradorn
Mizainite Ore
MK-12 Sensor
Mutual Induction Field
Oo-mox
Rao Vantika
Reactive Ion Impeller
Rul the Obscure
Sampalo
Security Clearance 7
Security Bypass Module
Self-sealing stem bolts
Selin Peers
Sem'hal Stew
Sepulo
Shakaar
Shape-shifter
Sirco Ch'Ano
Stakoron II
Subspace Shunt
Subspace Transponder
Ultima Thule
Varis Sul
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Bakula To Star As Firefighting Hero

Scott Bakula (Captain Archer)
will star as a police investigator in
Blue Smoke, a Lifetime original
movie based on the bestselling novel
by Nora Roberts. 

Bakula joins a cast headed by Alicia
Witt along with Matthew Settle and
Talia Shire in this fourth Roberts
movie for Lifetime, according to a

press release at Yahoo. 

Blue Smoke follows an arson investigator from child-
hood, when her family’s restaurant is lost to a fire, into
adulthood, when she works alongside the man who
researched the fire and learned who was responsible.
Witt plays Reena, with Settle as her lover and Bakula as
the senior detective. 

Bakula, notes the press release, earned a Golden Globe
Award and four Emmy nominations when he starred on
Quantum Leap and received a Tony Award nomination
for the Broadway musical Romance Romance. 

Roberts has 295 million books in print and has topped
The New York Times bestseller list for 102 weeks. David
Carson, who helmed Star Trek: Generations, will direct.

Despite Uniting Captains, ‘Legacy’ Gets
Mixed Reviews

Mad Doc Software’s Star Trek: Legacy has finally
arrived in the hands of consumers and reviewers to
rather mixed reviews that have generally praised the
graphics and audio but expressed some frustration
with the gameplay itself. 

“Legacy felt like it was rushed out the door and a lot
of the promised features got brushed to the cutting-
room floor,” said a review at IGN, which praised the
story and “exceptional narration” - particularly Archer’s
battle with the Romulans, at which players must tri-
umph to move on to the other eras - but said that the
game would likely only appeal to “hard-core Star Trek

fans” and it was very
frustrating that one
could not save games
in the middle of a
mission. 

Though it was
exciting to have all
five television cap-
tains participating in
one game, some of
them gave stronger
performances than
others, according to
IGN. “The bottom
line is that this is just
another one of those
‘okay’ Star Trek

games, not the one we’ve all been waiting for our
whole life. Well, mine at least!” concluded reviewer
Robert ‘Apache’ Howarth, who gave the game a rating
of 7.6/10. 

Comments on fan bulletin boards were often more
extreme both in their praise and in their expressions of
disappointment. “With all of the pretty screenshots
that Bethesda has dribbled out over the last few
months, and breathless talk of how this game would
‘revolutionize’ Trek gaming, a lot of us had very high
hopes that finally the license was with a developer
who ‘got it’ and realized you had to do more than just
produce a mediocre space shooter with Trek ships,”
wrote CaptJimboJones at the TrekBBS. 

blaXXer recommended visiting LegacyUniverse.net
for mods, which many fans expected to greatly
improve the game as they did with Bridge
Commander. The first update is already available at
Fragland, released by Bethesda Softworks to fix a
“small hiccup in the multiplayer code.” 

At Bethesda’s own review forums in the official
game thread, comments were more positive. “It took
some getting used to. However, after playing for
awhile, with much patience, I have really really start-
ed to enjoy this game,” wrote NeoShadow. “Don’t go
in thinking it’s another SFC or any other Star Trek
game for that matter. It’s a new title, new engine,
new design...there’s a learning curve with any new
game.” 
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Harry Mudd To Have ‘New Voyages’
Veteran Star Trek screenwriter, comics writer and novel-

ist Howard Weinstein returns the beloved Harry Mudd to
the Star Trek universe in “The Sky Above, The Mudd
Below”, an upcoming episode of Star Trek: New Voyages. 

The fan-produced series announced plans for the return
of the popular pirate at its web site, where Weinstein - who
sold an animated series episode, “The Pirates of Orion”, at
the age of 19 - said that the New Voyages team’s devotion
to the original series had deeply impressed him. 

“I’ve had lots of interaction with the most loyal fans in the
galaxy,” Weinstein said, citing his experiences at conven-
tions. “I’ve seen how Star Trek inspires creativity from fans

– art, music, costumes, and performances. But the first
time I saw the work by the New Voyages gang, I thought
they set a new standard for dedication.” 

Weinstein will bring Harcourt Fenton Mudd back to cause
more trouble for Kirk and his crew. “While I’ve enjoyed all
the Trek series and movies, the original is the one I grew
up with and the closest to my heart. So I’m thrilled to be
have the unexpected chance to write one more TV
episode about those classic characters,” he explained. 

The author has an upcoming Star Trek eBook in the
works as well, The Blood-Dimmed Tide, one of the install-
ments in Mere Anarchy.

New Animated Series May Take Trek Past
‘Nemesis’

CBS is considering producing a new animated Star Trek
series for the web, according to longtime Star Trek staffer
David Rossi, who pitched the proposal along with partners
Doug Mirabello and José Muñoz. 

TrekMovie.com spoke to Rossi about his proposal, which
came together not long after the cancellation of Star Trek:
Enterprise. “We wanted to spark a little life into Star Trek
and to keep it alive in people’s eyes,” Rossi said. They
believed an animated proposal would be easier to sell than
a more expensive live-action show, ultimately choosing a
setting 150 years after Star Trek Nemesis in a rather dark
and scary version of the Star Trek universe. 

Based on preliminary art, CBS has asked the team to
develop scripts for 5 brief episodes of about six minutes
each. In the scenario, the Federation is recovering from a
devastating war with the Romulans which leaves vast

areas of the Federation inaccessible to warp travel.
“Couching big social issues in allegories so they are more
palatable is kind of passé now,” Rossi stated, explaining
that they decided to make the entire show “an allegory for
the post-9/11 world we live in. A world of uncertainty and
fear.” 

The team hopes to have an area of StarTrek.com to fill
in the history since Picard and Janeway’s era, as well as
specs on the new Enterprise, which will be a bit out of
date. Though Rossi said that the ship would be recogniza-
ble as a Star Trek vessel, he said that it would not have a
familiar design. Captain Chase will fight to return to the
glory days of exploration while others on his crew simply
want to carry out a border patrol mission. 

The project would most likely be downloaded from
StarTrek.com, though Rossi said it would be possible to
show episodes on television. Graphics and more details
are available at TrekMovie.com.
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Shatner Inducted Into TV Academy Hall of
Fame

William Shatner was
inducted this month into the
TV Academy Hall of Fame,
feted by such celebrities as
California’s first lady Maria
Shriver and actress Lucie
Arnaz, daughter of Desilu
founders and past Hall of
Fame honorees Lucille Ball
and Desi Arnaz. 

Arnaz hosted the ceremo-
ny, but it was Shatner’s wife
Elizabeth who introduced
Shatner, according to
StarTrek.com. “I married an

icon, and now a legend,” Elizabeth Shatner said, telling the
audience that she was honoured to have been asked to do
the presentation though she is more comfortable working
with horses than entertainment executives. 

“You are my inspiration, and an inspiration to others,”
Elizabeth told Bill. “You set an example of constant deter-
mination towards excellence, always moving forward
through the day with joy and excitement and extreme
time-management skills.” Elizabeth Shatner singled out
Star Trek fans whose “support is never-ending” among
those whom William Shatner has inspired. 

A video tribute to Shatner’s career covered his most
recent shows, Boston Legal and Show Me the Money, as
well as Star Trek and T.J. Hooker. Shatner himself
explained that he was interested in acting from the time
he made an audience cry at the age of six, though he was
fired as a theatre staff member “for losing tickets and gen-
eral incompetence.” He said that if he knew he would
remain successful for so long, “I’d have taken better care
of myself. Or spoken up for residuals.” 

Arnaz mentioned the role Desilu had played in Shatner’s
career, since Star Trek was a Desilu production which Ball
refused to cancel because she liked it. She is married to
Laurence Luckinbill, who played Spock’s brother Sybok in
Star Trek V: The Final Frontier, which Shatner directed.

Damon Would Consider Playing Kirk In
‘Star Trek XI’

Although J.J. Abrams has repeatedly denied having any
contact with the actor or his
representatives and will not
even confirm that the role
will need recasting for Star
Trek XI, Matt Damon said
that he would be interested
in playing a young Captain
James T. Kirk. 

“If the script was good, I’d
do it,” Damon told Sci Fi
Wire. Damon, who was pro-
moting his new film The
Good Shepherd, said that he
had heard the gossip that

he might be considered for the role, stating, “I think J.J.
Abrams or somebody said that at [a] press junket or

something, and it got picked up.” A few months ago,
Damon told reporters that he had not been approached
about the role. 

No one besides William Shatner has played Kirk for
Paramount, though several other actors have taken on the
role in fan films and parodies such as Jim Carrey’s take on
Kirk in In Living Color. 

Abrams will produce and co-write Star Trek XI and is said
to be likely to direct it as well. Though Abrams has admit-
ted that he has spoken to Shatner, he has refused to con-
firm that the movie will be set in the era before the origi-
nal series.
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Gerrold Thinks Reinvention Will Help
Original Series

Original series writer and sci-
ence fiction novelist David
Gerrold believes that a reinven-
tion of classic Star Trek may be
necessary for the series to sur-
vive, and believes that limited
remastering of the early episodes
has improved them. 

Speaking to Australia’s Courier
Mail, Gerrold said he hasn’t been
greatly impressed by the Trek
spinoff series, which he believes
lost what was important about
the original - made with cheesy

special effects and unimpressive costumes, but engaging
actors and powerful storylines. His position in new book
Boarding the Enterprise is “that just about everything that
can be said about Star Trek has been said.” 

“They’ve analysed the science, and they’ve analysed the
spirituality, and they’ve analysed the poetry, and they’ve
analysed the music, and they’ve analysed the jokes,” con-
tinued Gerrold, who wrote “The Trouble With Tribbles”
when he was still very young. “I mean, after a while it’s

like, for God’s sake, it’s just a TV show!” 

Gerrold believes the success of the original series can be
attributed to the “remarkable cast” and “the context of
Star Trek...here’s a world where everybody is respected
and everybody has a place in this world.” He does not
believe the later series successfully recreated this formula,
asking the question, “‘what does it mean to be a human
being?’” The emphasis shifted to problems and fighting in
later series, but “it’s not the costumes, and it’s not the
props, and it’s not the special effects...it’s in the story-
telling. Storytelling has to be about the human adventure.” 

The Hugo Award-winning Gerrold, who claims he was
interested in ecology before the word “ecology” was
invented, said he appreciated the spin-off “Trials and
Tribbleations” on Deep Space Nine and is pleased by the
news that Star Trek XI will likely focus on Kirk and Spock
in their youth. “If it were my choice I would reinvent the
original series,” he said. “I think there’s a possibility, just
as we’ve see different interpretations of Superman and
Batman, maybe that’s how Star Trek is gonna survive.” 

In addition, Gerrold thinks that the remastered episodes
make the original series look “not embarrassingly bad any
more” but believes he might have gone too far in updat-
ing, which “would’ve jarred the original...these things are
what they are. You allow it to remain a period piece.”

‘Trek XI’ Has New Exec, May Be Headed Toward
Production

J.J. Abrams has added Mission: Impossible III colleague Stratton Leopold to
the list of fellow executive producers for Star Trek XI. 

Leopold will serve as unit production manager, according to TrekMovie.com.
In this capacity, he will oversee the film’s budget. 

Because budgeting is usually the final hurdle before a film is greenlit for pro-
duction, Leopold will begin work in January when a more complete draft of
the script is expected to be finished. A source at the studio told
TrekMovie.com that Leopold’s first task will be working on the film’s budget,
with production expected to take place in 2007 for a 2008 release. 

Leopold has worked on other Paramount projects such as The Sum of All
Fears and Paycheck. The Internet Movie Database has a fuller list of his cred-
its.
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Paramount Expects 2008-9 Release for
‘Star Trek XI’

Viacom CEO Philippe Dauman said that Paramount has
plans to beef up its TV operations now that CBS has taken
so many properties in the corporate split and said he
expected a Star Trek revival once the eleventh feature film
arrives in a couple of years. 

“We’re revitalizing [Star Trek] in a new and interesting
way,” said Dauman, who told Variety that he expected a
2008-9 release date for the upcoming movie. Variety
reported that J.J. Abrams “is set to direct” the film, though
previously the studio would only confirm him as producer. 

Abrams himself has said that until a screenplay was
completed, he did not wish to make a decision about
whether he or someone else should direct Star Trek XI.
The producer recently signed a production deal with
Paramount. 

Dauman noted that he was pleased with Paramount cre-
atively but wanted to diversify projects particularly in tele-
vision, given the capriciousness of the film industry. The
studio kept MTV and Nickelodeon after the split with CBS
and hopes to capitalize on those networks’ brands. Plus
Paramount recently acquired Dreamworks, which “brings a
tremendous creative talent.”

Spiner Celebrates Star Trek’s Longevity

Though Brent Spiner believes he would look ridiculous
playing the ageless android Data again, he said that he

would be happy to
return to Star Trek,
joking that it would be
possible even if it
meant playing Worf or
Counsellor Troi. 

Speaking to
FilmFocus, Spiner said
that it was a shame
that there is currently
no Star Trek show on
the air, because the
fortieth anniversary
“would really be a
huge celebration.” Even
so, he added that it
had worked to his
advantage that there is

no current series, because it increases his invitations to
events in honour of the series. 

Spiner admitted that he still has not seen his Enterprise
episodes, saying that he is “a mild fan” and expressing
affection for the franchise’s passionate following, though
“if I was on a desert island and I could only have five
shows to watch for the rest of time I don’t think that Star
Trek would be one of them, but I do think it’s very good.”
He said that he was certain in 1987 when he first became

involved with The Next Generation that the franchise
would continue to be successful. 

When an interviewer mentioned that many shows are
cancelled before their time, Spiner laughed, “You’re refer-
ring to Threshold here, obviously,” and expressed sympa-
thy about the frustration of Enterprise. “They came in with
a whole new agenda and it was based strictly on numbers
without ever fully understanding that all of the Star Trek
series eventually got good,” he said. “Enterprise was get-
ting really good when they took it off. I think it was pre-
mature, but there you go.” 

Spiner expresses no embarrassment about being so
closely associated with Star Trek, saying, “I’ve been in
some of the worst movies ever made and I’m completely
fine with having been in them. I had a really nice time
doing them...what it means to me is that I did it. I got to
do it, you know.” 

The actor remains uncertain that J.J. Abrams will indeed
be the saviour of the Star Trek franchise. “Maybe he’ll be
able to do it, maybe he’ll be able to bridge the gap
between the fans and the general public, but everyone’s
tried to do that - that’s always been the intention - and
they’ve never been able to do it. They’ve realised that if
you spend any more than fifty million dollars on one of
these movies you’re going to lose money.” Spiner called
Abrams “a perfectly capable guy and his shows are fun
and he seems to know what he’s doing”, but his doubts
about what he calls the new regime at Paramount remain.
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William Shatner Says Star Trek XI
Storyline Has to be Meaningful

IGN just posted an exclusive interview with Star Trek
star William Shatner, in which he talks about the new Star
Trek Legacy videogame, his role in J.J. Abrams new Star
Trek film, Boston Legal, and more. Here are few excerpts
from the interview.

IGN: The new videogame Star Trek: Legacy is out,
which you did voiceover work for. At this point, you must
know Kirk so well. Do you have to prepare at all to get
back into playing him or is it pretty effortless?

Shatner: It’s pretty effortless, but you need to prepare
for the game, because it’s not like having a straight for-
ward script. What you have is the branching. So in one
breath you’re saying “Yes,” and in another you’re saying
“No,” and all the branching that goes with it. So you’ve got
to sort of be of two minds. You’ve got to be into it and
you’ve got to be out of it.

IGN: What’s it been like for you to see Star Trek branch
out into so many different venues, from the books to the
videogames?

Shatner: It’s a great pleasure, to see after a couple of
years of down time, that there is a beginning of a resur-
gence in interest in Star Trek, led by Legacy. And then I’ve
got the first draft of the first book—I’m not sure what
they’ll call it, but we can say it’s the Academy—of young
Kirk and Spock, to come out next year. So there is a bur-
geoning excitement about Star Trek.

IGN: So you’re writing this new book?

Shatner: Yes, I just finished the first draft, with the
people I work with, Gar and Judy Reeves-Stevens.

IGN: Legacy features all of the actors who have played
the main captains on Star Trek. Do you feel a sense of
kinship with Patrick Stewart, Scott Bakula and the others?

Shatner: Well I don’t know the other actors as well as I
know Patrick Stewart. He’s become a buddy. But yes,
we’ve all sort of had a responsibility there.

IGN: JJ Abrams is working on the new Star Trek film,
which is reportedly about a young Kirk and Spock. How do
you feel about possibly watching someone else play that
character?

Shatner: Well, it’s going to happen. It’s not so much
the character. You know, it’s that old adage about, “Get
me a young Shatner.” I’m at the “Get me a young

Shatner” moment.

IGN: Have you spoken to JJ Abrams about the project?

Shatner: Actually, I did, and they’re working very hard
on a story. They seem to be going in the direction of put-
ting in [Leonard] Nimoy and myself. But in order to do
that, it’s a difficult story to write. So they’re in the midst of
wrestling with all of that.

IGN: So they’re looking to put the two of you in, in a
framing device, or in some way?

Shatner: I’m not sure what they’re going to do. But in
order to entice Leonard and myself into the movie, it has
to be meaningful in some way, so I don’t know what
they’re gonna do.

IGN: Do you have any thoughts or suggestions on who
would be good to play young Kirk?

Shatner: I don’t know. Just as long as he’s young,
handsome, funny and rich.

IGN: With the JJ Abrams movie, is it exciting for you to
think about playing Kirk on screen again?

Shatner: Yeah. You know, the visual, as you get older,
of the contrast between what you were like when you
were younger and when you’re older is a bit of a shock,
for me, let alone to you. So that’s something you’ve got to
deal with.
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-
mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the
evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).
When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to
include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-
wide listing can be viewed online at:
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,
dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at
11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to
Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of
three months time between your submission and the con-
vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to
the list, including: Phillip Thorne, Larry French, Katrina
Johnson, Paul Smith, Cole Houston, Allison Lonsdale, Ben
Daw, Larry White, Margaret Grunwell, Lynn Maudlin, Loyd
Cryer, Lisa Adams, Angelia Heroux, Richard L. Trulson,
Gary Ehrlich, Rebecca Herber, Inge Heyer, Kyle
Puttkammer, Mark Marmor, and Laura Inglis  

Jan 5 - 7, 2007 GAFilk, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO Box
702, Alpharetta, GA 30009-0702 http://www.gafilk.org/
registration@gafilk.org Guests: Urban Tapestry, Linda
Melnick, Summer & Fall,   

Jan 26 - 28, 2007 Atlanta Game Fest 10, Atlanta, Georgia
Info: 3577-A Chamblee-Tucker Road #215,  Atlanta, GA
30341 http://www.atlantagamefest.com/
info@atlantagamefest.com

Jan 26 - 28, 2007 Florida Extravaganza, Orlando, Florida
Info: PO Box 300546, Fern Park, FL 32730-0546 Ph: 407-
401-9203 http://www.fxshow.com/ info@fxshow.com

Feb 16 - 18, 2007 Furry Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: 1361 Fairbanks St., Atlanta, GA 30310
http://www.furryweekend.com/ furryweekend@furry-
weekend.com

Feb 16 - 18, 2007 MegaCon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO
Box 1097, Safety Harbor, FL 34695 Ph: 727-796-5725
http://www.megaconvention.com/ info@megaconven-
tion.com

Mar 14 - 18, 2007 IAFA-28, Fort Lauderdale, Florida Info:
ICFA Registrar, Post Office Box 50517, Eugene, OR 97405
http://www.iafa.org/ Guests: Geoff Ryman, Marina
Warner, Melissa Scott, Brian Aldiss   

Mar 15, 2007 - 18, 2005 NovaCon USA, Huntsville,
Alabama Info: 10104 Todd Mill Rd, Huntsville, AL 35803
Ph: 256-882-2008 http://www.novaconusa.com/
jonathan@dgagames.com Guests: Richard Hatch, Jack
Stauffer   

May 25 - 27, 2007 Rocket City FurMeet, Huntsville,
Alabama Info: 2603 Landsdale Dr., Huntsville, AL 35810
http://narf.wereanimal.net/ koakako@hotmail.com 

Aug 31 - Sep&nbsp;3, 2007 Dragon*Con, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph:
770-909-0115 http://www.dragoncon.org/
dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Sep 21 - 23, 2007 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ info@awa-con.com Guests:
Keitarou Arima, Masahiro Aizawa, Luci Christian, Lauren
Goodnight, Vic Mignogna, Sasha Paysinger, Monica Rial,
Jennifer Sekiguchi, Michael Sinterniklass, Travis
Willingham, Amy Howard Wilson, Robert DeJesus, Emily
DeJesus, Fred Perry, Carl Gustav Horn, Neil Nadelman,
David Williams, Peelander-Z, Tsu Shi Ma Mi Re 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List,
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/


