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BBYY VIICCEE ADDMMIIRRAALL DAANNNNYY POOTTTTSS

Greetings, all... 

The July Shindig was a rousing success! Over 20 people
from the Hephaestus and the Browncoats came together
to celebrate all things ‘shiny’! This definately shows that
fandom in still out there, alive and well. 

Thanks to everyone who’s been helping out the last
month in chapter duties after my reinjuring of my back. I’ve
been seeing a chiropractor this month, and it’s been a
huge help. Hopefully, I’m back to 100% for good. 

The STARFLEET election season is in full force. After the
nominations were counted, there were four (4) candidates
who received enough nominations to move forward into
the election phase. The four candidates are: Sal Lizard,
Wade Olson, Emmett Plant and Joost Ueffing. You’ll be

receiving ballots in the mail soon, so be sure to participate. 

The 2008 Region 2 Summit has been awarded, and it’s
gonna be close by! The USS New Hope, based in
Montgomery, will be hosting it’s first ever Summit, and I
couldn’t be prouder of our former Shuttle. Several of the
USS Hephaestus crew have already pledged our support
to this event, and I encourage you to help out too. Let me
know how you want to be involved, and I’ll pass it on to
Nancy, Jan and Doug. 

If you’re looking for an area to serve on the chapter, take
a look at the crew listing (elsewhere in the Anvil) and find a
department where you think you might want to participate.
Get in touch with me or Pat Hicks about what you want to
do.

Remember the member’s questionnaire that I was plan-
ning to put on the Hephaestus website? Well, during my
technology upgrade it was somehow lost. So I have
redone it and sent it to Danny. As soon as he gets it on the
website I’ll let you know. Then, please take a few minutes
to answer it. This is mainly for new members and mem-
bers that I never get to see, but all members are welcome
to participate. Your answers will remain confidential.

Have you recently been considering taking a Starfleet
Academy course or two? Well, now is the time to do it.
Until the recent financial problem with the state of Texas is

settled, Starfleet is temporarily rescinding the fees for the
courses. Some of them sound interesting. In addition to
the courses such as Flag Officer’s School and Officer’s
Leadership College, there are those such as College of
Sci-Fi Cinema, College of Delta Quadrant Studies, and
Klingon Warrior Academy. There is even a course in
Temporal Physics. So, go ahead! Take a course!

Pat Hicks

by Captain Pat Hicks
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Date Event/Time Location
Aug 18 Social Meeting Mohney’s 7pm
Sept 3 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
Sept 15 Social Meeting Mohney’s TBA
Oct 1 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm

ALL EVENTS AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO THIS SECTION FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.

Beginning Balance: 422.99 

Income:
Book Sales: $30.00 

Total: 452.99 

Expenses: 
Shindig:  $61.31 

Final: 390.98

Lindsay - 08/03/2007 
Miller - 08/03/2007 
Mohney - 11/03/2007 
Evans - 11/10/2007 
Yawn - 11/27/2007 
Green - 12/18/2007 
Mangina - 01/18/2008 

deGruy - 03/27/2008 
Simmons - 04/12/2008 
Benton - 05/24/2008 
Hicks - 05/22/2008 
Hurst - 05/22/2008 
Greening - 05/22/2008 
Potts - 02/20/2010
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DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Rear Admiral
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RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

VVaaccaanntt

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy, Vice Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Recruit

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.
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EEddwwaarrdd  ddeeGGrruuyy, Lt. Comm
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SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Captain

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Star  Trek:  The  Motion  Picture
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ACROSS

1. Effect caused by a mater/antimater inbalance in Enterprise's
warp engines.
3. Enterpries's chief engineer
6. Class of Klingon cruiser
9. Enterprise's navigator
10. Adjustment to transporter to enhance molecular structure of
persons being transported
11. Greater, extra, surplus
13. Hormones emitted by Deltans which sexually stimulate
human beings
14. Computer language which broadcasts universal greetings in
all known languages on all frequencies
15. Psychic phenomena
17. Enterprise weapon
18. Vulcan _______, Spock's weapon
21. Housing for Enterprise egnine
25. Enterprise eye, perhaps?
27. Direction
29. With 24 down; Enterprise weapon
30. What the Enterprise was beset with when she left spacedock
32. Vulcan term, Arie _____, meaning passion's mystery
33. Kobayashi ______,Starfleet test of ability to make command
decisions in a no-win situation
34. Towards
35. _____-space Radio
36 Reguarding, concering
39. Vulcan science officer who was killed in a tragic transporter
accident
40. Sensor and receiving devise implanted in key starfleet com-
mand personnel
45. With 41 down; former aide to McCoy
47. Ilia's position on the Enterprise
49. Access panel, hatchway, e.g.
50. How Voyager first appeared to Earth observers
54. _____ Admiral
56. Starfleet's main orbial transporter
57. With 61 down; devise to detect any imbalance of intermix for-
mula in intermix chamber
58. Alternative transportation to beaming
62. Ms. Chapel, to friends
64. What Voyager was believed to be
65. Chekov's position on the Enterprise
67. Sun
69. Enterprise's interior bulkheads are constructed of this materi-
al
70. What intruder was
72. Ilia's race
73. It holds the sum total of all knowledge in the known galaxy
74. Moon of Jupiter

DOWN

2. What a wormhole really is
4. Course laid in to intercept the intruder
5. Exhausted
7. Warp barrier; space-_____
8. Ms. Chapel's former position
9. Matter/anitmatter recipe?
12. Federation outpost which first discovered intruder
13. With 28 down; devise sent by 70 across to observe and study
the Enterprise
16. Enterprise propulsion system after the refit
19. What 70 across was seeking
20. Devise worn or implanted which alerts sick ay when one is
uable to beam up from a planet
22. With 23 down; what intruder believed the crew of the
Enterprise to be
23. See 22 down
24. ______ torpedo
26. Enterprise communications officer
28. See 13 down
31. What the Enterpris hull is constructed of
37. Any destructive insect
38. Where matter/anti-matter are mixed
41. See 45 across
42. Vice Admiral Lori _____; she was also killed in the trans-
porter accident that took the life of Sonak
44. Each quarters on the Enterpris is equipped with one of these
hygienic devices using sound waves
46. With 55 down; he was the capain of the Enterprise promoted
after Kirk's recommendation
48. Played a Klingon capain
51. Organization of plaetary members
52. Device used to tow disabled vessels
53. Starfleet head of operations
55. See 46 down
56. Vulcan term meaning "reality truth"
59. Device used to record vital signs or to scan for lifeforms on
planetary resources
60. Spock's method of non-verbal communication
61. Device used to detect obstacles in space ahead of the
Enterprise or to scan for lieform readings on planetary surfaces
62. Enterprise navigator who served as science officer on this
mission
63. Enterprise helmsman
66. Bones' degree
68. With 22 down;what the intruder considered the crew of the
Enterprise to be
71. ______ himself; another name for Admiral Nogura, according
to Starfleet personnel
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WORDSEARCH
Access Tunnel
ANA
Aphasia Device
Aphasia Virus
Ardelon Tandro
Balosnee VI
Betazoids
Buck Bokai
Cardassians
Chamra Vortex
Clarus Stystem
Class-4 Probe
Coladrium Flow
Constable Odo
Delta Radiation
Deuridium
Emulator Module
Enina Tandro
Ensign Aquino
Ensign Pauley
Erriakang VII
Gamma Quadrant
George Primmin
Gilgo Beach
Graviton Field
Gul
Haru Outpost
Hoek IV
Hunters
Jennifer Sisko
Jeraddo
Kai
Kaleans
Karo-Net
Kellipates
Kohlanese Stew
Kraus IV

Larosian Virus
Lasuma
Lokar Beans
Lower Pylon-1
Mandahla
Mariah IV
Miles O'Brien
Molly O'Brien
Mooring Clamps
Mulzirak
Myrmidon
Nehru Colony
Nog
Operations
Ops Orb
Peritoneum
Pup
Quadros-1 Probe
Rakhari
Ramscoop
Rigel VII
Rom
Saltah'na
Saltah'na Clock
Seofurane
Surchid
Surmak Ren
Symbiont
Synthale
Ted Williams
Teleris
Tessipates
Thermologist
Tube Grubs
U.S.S. Saratoga
Vedek
Zek
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ZZaacchhaarryy  QQuuiinnttoo  EExxcciitteedd  AAbboouutt  BBeeiinngg  PPaarrtt  ooff  RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg
ooff  tthhee  FFrraanncchhiissee,,  SSaayyss  SSccrriipptt  iiss  aa  EExxcciittiinngg  IImmaaggiinnaattiioonn  ooff
tthhee  GGeenneessiiss  ooff KKiirrkk  aanndd  SSppoocckk

At Comic Con I had moment to chat with Zacharay Quinto, the
new Spock for the 2008 Star Trek film. Quinto provides some
clues to the film and also discusses working with Leonard Nimoy
and his thoughts on the Trek franchise and fans (and Shatner).

TrekMovie.com: What was the process like for getting
the role?

Zachary Quinto: My first meeting was April 15th, then I left the
country for almost two months. Then I got back on June 2nd,
met with J.J. [Abrams] June 5th and they offered me the part
the role in June 7th. So it was very compacted

TrekMovie.com: Do you know if you were up against
other actors?

Zachary Quinto: I am not able to answer that question, I don’t
really know. The fact that I am the first one that they cast in the
movie suggests that I came in relatively early on.

TrekMovie.com: Was [Heroes co-star] Greg [Grunberg]
involved at all in this process?

Zachary Quinto: I don’t really know. Greg and J.J. go back to
kindergarten and I am sure they have had a conversation about
it. I am sure Greg came to my aide as a character reference. I
certainly extended my gratitude to Greg for his support through
this process as I extend it to the entire Heroes crew. I mean I
would not be able to do this and in this situation if it wasn’t for
Heroes and that isn’t lost on me. The fact that Tim [Kring] and
Dennis [Hammer] and Allan [Arkush] got behind this idea from
the beginning. Tim and I had one talk about this in Paris a cou-
ple months ago and he got behind it and stayed behind it and
that is why it is happening.

TrekMovie.com: So how much of a fan of Trek were
have you been?

Zachary Quinto: It is actually limited. I am familiar with the
series, certainly watched the series and saw the movies I was
always interested in it peripherally. But I never really got too
deeply involved in the mythology of it, which is part of what
excites me about doing the movie and being part of this re-imag-
ining of the franchise.

TrekMovie.com: But you have talked in the past about
how you were interested in the film and specifically the
character of Spock as far back late last year. Where did
that interest come from?

Zachary Quinto: It comes from the complexity of the character
and the experiences that I have had personally and professional-

ly in the past few years leading me to a point where I feel like I
identify with a lot of aspects of what this character is going
through in terms of the structure of the movie and the story
structure that [screenwriters] Alex [Kurtzman] and Bob [Orci]
have created. So that is really where it came from for me when I
found out they were doing the project. Also to learn about it. To
become a part of something that is so steeped in history and is
so iconic and has such a following is such an honor.

TrekMovie.com: What can you tell me about the Bob
and Alex script?

Zachary Quinto: It is a really exciting imagination of the gene-
sis of these characters and their convergence. I felt inspired by
them and the whole creative team. 

TrekMovie.com: …by ‘the characters’ do you mean Kirk
and Spock?

Zachary Quinto: Ya…and all the characters too, but I am not at
liberty to discuss anything about the story. There is humanity to
it. There is definitely an honesty to it that I think people will be
really drawn to…whether they are a big fan of the series before
or not. And that is something I really responded to. 

TrekMovie.com: How are you going to juggle things
with Heroes? Aren’t you going to have to start doing
some prelim work and tests for Trek?

Zachary Quinto: I imagine…I am sure they will have to find the
right texture for my latex ears right? I don’t know their schedule,
I am pretty sure it starts in November. Heroes wont be done by
then but they have made the commitment to work it out. 

TrekMovie.com: So they aren’t just going to kill you off
on Heroes?

Zachary Quinto: Well you know what…you always run that risk
when you leave one project to work on another. And if that
serves the story by the time the movie is done filming and there
is no way for me to return to Heroes that would be incredibly
disappointing, but I should hope we could be able to find a way
for it to work out. 

TrekMovie.com: The writers have talked about this film
being the beginning of a new series, so are you up for
more Trek movies?

Zachary Quinto: Ya there is potential for that down the line. If
they want me to be part of one I will be happy to jump on
board. I think only time will tell. 

TrekMovie.com: J.J. [Abrams] says he is looking for
ideas for casting Kirk, have you given him any ideas?

Zachary Quinto: Well we talked a little bit about it. I said I
would put my thinking cap on. I certainly have a wide resource
of actor friends and contemporaries that I have known and
worked with for a long time so I will certainly give it some
thought.
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TrekMovie.com: So he wasn’t being coy…he is really
searching now?

Zachary Quinto: He wasn’t being coy…they are really looking.
And I think that is a great thing. I think that is going to open up
the role to someone to really make it their own, and I think that
is what it needs to be?

TrekMovie.com: What about Abrams comment about
wanting William Shatner, but not sure it can work. What
do you think about Shatner being in the movie?

Zachary Quinto: I am total concurrence with J.J. I feel what
ever is best for the movie. I mean Bill Shatner is an amazing
actor and is responsible for the success of this franchise for the
last 40 years as much as anybody who has been a part of it. So
if it works out organically and it serves the story then and it
makes it a better movie I would be thrilled and honored to meet
and with him. 

TrekMovie.com: Have you talked to [Heroes recurring
guest star] George [Takei] or other actors who have
worked in Trek about what happens once you play in
Trek? It now guarantees you a spot on the convention
circuit for the rest of your life.

Zachary Quinto: I guess so [laughing]…right?

TrekMovie.com: Do you think you will have an opportu-
nity to reach out to the fans over the next year?

Zachary Quinto: I am sure I will. The fans are what kept it
alive this long. To be a part of that is an incredible honor and not
one I take lightly. I feel like there is a great responsibility into
stepping in to this role and I have some really big shoes to fill.
The fact Leonard [Nimoy] is involved and that I have his bless-
ing, I couldn’t ask for anything more…it is really an opportunity
of the lifetime. 

TrekMovie.com: What are your thoughts about working
with Leonard Nimoy?

Zachary Quinto: The thing that excites me as much as working
with J.J., Damon [Lindelof], and Bob and Alex is working with
Leonard Nimoy and getting to know him as a person. To learn
how this experience has effected his life. I think he is an incredi-
bly sensitive and profound artist and not just and actor. I think
that this experience has had a lot to do with shaping that. I feel
truly honored and humbled to experience it with him and not
just taking it over or stepping into it. It is really going to be an
experience I share with him and that is a real gift.1

Leonard  Nimoy  Talks  About  Star  Trek  Script,  Says
Spock  Role  More  Than  a  Cameo,  Essential  and
Important  to  the  Script

In a TrekMovie.com exclusive, Leonard Nimoy talks for the first
time about returning as Spock in the J.J. Abrams new Star Trek
film. In this first of two parts the original Spock talks about the
script and new team, why he didn’t appear in Generations and
why he decided to come out of retirement for this film.

TrekMovie.com: I know you first talked to J.J. Abrams
and his team late last year, but when was it first clear to
you and them that you were going to be in the film?

Leonard Nimoy: When I first read the script…which was about
three months ago. I immediately contacted J.J. and said “I think
it is terrific…I think you guys have done a wonderful job. There
is still work to be done, but it is very clear that you and your
writers know what you are doing and you know how to do this
movie and know what it should be about….and I am very inter-
ested.” Then as time went by we worked things out with
Paramount, but the most important things were J.J. and the
script. I can tell you is that they have a very fine script and that



J.J. is an awesome director and they have done a wonderful job
of finding Zachary Quinto who not only is going to look enough
like me to make it work, but is also the perfect actor. I am very
pleased about that and I am very comfortable with where this is
going. I think the writers have done a terrific job. They have a
real sense of the characters and the heart of Star Trek and what
it is really all about. and I think we have a chance to make a
really fine movie 

TrekMovie.com: When you say a sense of the heart of
what it is really all about, what do you think that ‘heart’
of Star Trek is that they have captured.

Leonard Nimoy: It is
the camaraderie…I am
talking the original Star
Trek, I can’t speak for
The Next Generation or
Enterprise or Deep
Space Nine or any of
them. I am talking about
the original concept of
the camaraderie
between these people.
The professionalism of
these people. Their
sense of humor…which I
think is terribly impor-
tant. And the idea that
these are very profes-
sional people that work
together to solve prob-

lems. And the problems are not between these people and
amongst themselves, but the problems are from outside forces of
various kinds that they have to encounter and deal with. These
are people who you enjoy rooting for and you have confidence in
and I think that is terribly important. And also to know that when
they joke with each other it is out of respect for each other –
they respect and admire each other and count on each other. All
those elements I think are available and [co-writers Bob] Orci
and [Alex] Kurtzman understand that and J.J. certainly under-
stands that and has a grasp of that. 

TrekMovie.com: You mentioned humor. Humor was a
key part of The Original Series and of course the films
you were most involved in…especially IV. So is this
movie funny?

Leonard Nimoy: [laughs] I think it is going to have its share of
humor. It is going to be a great adventure. I think the idea of
the origin of these characters is going to be wonderfully handled
with great sense of respect and a light touch. I expect they are
going to do it very well. 

TrekMovie.com: Many Star Trek fans have voiced con-
cerns over the new film and its place in Star Trek’s so
called ‘canon.’ From what you know, do you think the
film fit within the Star Trek universe? 

Leonard Nimoy: Yah…I don’t have any qualms about that. I
think these writers and J.J. have taken great pains to see to that
they honor the Star Trek history and the Star Trek canon. I don’t
think there is going to be any problem with that at all…this is not
an issue. I have seen quibbles on the Internet with people very
nicely concerned. Saying “who else can play Kirk and Spock…it is
not possible.” Well it is possible. Don’t worry. Once people see
this film and see how good it is all those quibbles will go away.
Are they respectful? Are they trampling on history? Will the
canon be intact? None of that stuff is going to happen.

TrekMovie.com: back in 1993 you were approached to
be in Star Trek Generations along with Bill [Shatner] and
you declined…

Leonard Nimoy: [interjecting] There was no Spock role in that
script! 

TrekMovie.com: There wasn’t?

Leonard Nimoy: There was not a Spock role….there were five
or six lines attributed to Spock in a scene with Chekov and Uhura
and Kirk and whoever else was there, but it had nothing to do
with Spock. They were not Spock-like in anyway. I said to Rick
Berman “you could distribute these lines to any one of the other
characters and it wouldn’t make any difference.” And that is
exactly what he did. There was no Spock function in the script. I
have always tried to make a contribution to these movies. There
was no contribution to be made in that movie. It was just sort of
‘lets get Nimoy in here too.’ I said there is nothing here I can do
so I said “thanks, but I’ll pass.” 

TrekMovie.com: Now in the case of the new movie you
have been retired from acting for years. What was it
about this one that made you want to act again and go
through the make up again? What was it that made you
say ‘I really want to do this?’

Leonard Nimoy: You are right, this is a special situation. First it
is Star Trek and so I have to pay attention. I owe that to Star
Trek. Second place is that it is J.J. Abrams who I think very high-
ly of, he is a very talented guy. Then came the script and it was
very clear that I could make a contribution here. The Spock char-
acter that I am playing, the original Spock character, is essential
and important to the script. So on the basis of those three ele-
ments it was easy to make the decision. So those three things:
Star Trek, J.J. Abrams, and an interesting Spock role. 

TrekMovie.com: So you have a meaty role in this film?

Leonard Nimoy: I would not refer to it as a cameo, it has been
referred to as a cameo in various press and I wouldn’t describe it
like that. Cameo is a brief appearance in one scene. This is a
functional role in the film. 

TrekMovie.com: So you have multiple scenes in the 
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film?

Leonard Nimoy: Yes 

TrekMovie.com: Could you say if they are woven
throughout the film or are they bookends or just at one
end or the other?

Leonard Nimoy: Don’t push it [laughs]

TrekMovie.com: After working as a director, is it at all
difficult to be an actor and take direction again?

Leonard Nimoy: No…particularly when I have respect for the
director like J.J. I am looking forward to this film much more so
than I have looked forward to acting in anything for a long
time…I really am. Because I have a great expectation that the
character is going to play well and that it is going to be extreme-
ly well directed with a sense of what the characters are all about
with a sense of how to create drama in a scene. I am looking
forward to being part of that I really am.

TrekMovie.com: What are your thoughts on Zachary
Quinto as the new Spock?

Leonard Nimoy: When J.J. sent me a compilation of his work
on DVD I was very impressed. He is a very solid actor. To find
someone who looks right is tricky enough, but to find someone
who looks right and is as talented as he is I think is doubly effec-
tive. The danger would be to find someone who looks like me,
but does not have the sense of the interior life that is necessary
for the Spock character. 

TrekMovie.com: So is it true that you and William
Shatner have some kind of approval deal for the new Kirk
and Spock?

Leonard Nimoy: I don’t think it is accurate to say we have
approval as much as consultation rights. And J.J. did consult with
me and it was a very easy call. I don’t know what would have
happened if I said “J.J. this doesn’t work for me.” That would
have been a yellow flag if not a red flag, but not contractually. It

is just a question of mutual respect and understanding of what
we are trying to bring to this project. But I think I can remember
exactly what I said to J.J. I told him “not only does he look like
me, but he has an inner life” - which is essential to that charac-
ter. 

TrekMovie.com: So over the last weeks William Shatner
kind of let the cat out of the bag regarding your being in
the film. He recounted some phone calls between you
guys with you ribbing him, but he is known to be a joker
so were his accounts accurate?

Leonard Nimoy: Well I didn’t rib him, but what he said was
accurate. We spoke on the phone. I had read the script and he
asked me if he was in it and I said “no.” And that is pretty much
the way it went. You are right he jokes a lot and he said some-
thing like “I reached through the phone and grabbed him by the
throat” and that sort of thing, but that is just Bill. I know that he
is disappointed. I don’t know what the future is. I have no idea
what J.J.’s plans are and I know that J.J. said that they are still
trying to find a way to put him in the movie, but I am not the
person to talk to about that. 

TrekMovie.com: Have you talked to J.J. about your
thoughts on Bill being in the film?

Leonard Nimoy: It is not up to me. I told J.J. that I was with
Bill in Philidelphia last weekend and that Bill was disappointed
that as of now he is not in the film. He was reported as being
‘furious’ and that is not accurate at all. I think he is appropriately
disappointed, but I think he has come to a kind of understand-
ing. After all, and Bill and I talked about this, the fact is his char-
acter did die in [Star Trek:] Generations. He said “ya but you
died at the end of [Star Trek] II.” And I said “but I was resur-
rected…that is the difference between you and I.” [laughs] I also
said to him that if I had been in Generations I would not have
let him die…and that is a fact. I thought it was gratuitous. I did-
n’t see why…what was the point? I thought it was a waste of a
very important character. 

TrekMovie.com: You have said that you are playing the
original and now older Spock and you are saying that
Kirk cannot be in the film because he died in
Generations. The implication here is that you are playing
Spock in a future time period after Generations right? 

Leonard Nimoy: You are digging for story points [laughs] you
are doing a very good job of it but I am not going to comment
any further. 

TrekMovie.com: Did you see Mission: Impossible: III?
As a fellow director what did you think of J.J. Abrams
first feature?

Leonard Nimoy: I thought J.J. did a great job. I go to some of
these movies today and I have to turn to my wife and say “what
is going on here.” [laughs] These movies being made today, like
Mission and some of the others…Tansformers which you probably
know I was involved in originally. It is amazing to me these back
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stories are coming out of the closet now. The Mission project,
the Star Trek project, the Transformers project…I have been
involved with them for a long long time. Anyway, I said to some
friends in San Diego that the stories we did in the days when I
was involved in making these films and were much more linear
than they are today. They are much more complex today. The
audiences that go to see these films readily accept the complexi-
ties, more than I can frankly. I am not always sure what is going
on and what people are trying to do. There is a line in Mission
where the heavy says to Tom Cruise something like “it’s compli-
cated.” Where he is explaining to him what the real game is…and
I laughed out loud and said “damn right it’s complicated!” 

TrekMovie.com: That’s true, but in that film Abrams
made an interesting choice with regards to the central
plot revolving around the ‘Rabbit’s Foot’ or the film’s
MacGuffin. It was never explained. I always thought that
was a daring choice to not overwhelm the audience with
the technology. Which brings up an issue that has
plagued Trek over the last decade or so…the notion that
has come to be called ‘technobabble.’ Often on the recent
TV series and even films the characters would go on and
on about polarizing this and re-aligning that as solutions
to dilemmas…

Leonard Nimoy: [emphatically] I agree! I agree! I totally agree.
At one point during The Next Generation television series I con-
tacted the Paramount television people and said “I am looking at
some of these shows and I don’t understand them.” These tech-
nobabble scenes where people sit around a table and pour out
information that has no dramatic impact - that is not in character.
It is just people putting out information to try and explain what

is going on, but it doesn’t explain…it is just boring. I think you
are right, Abrams did not do that. He kept this thing moving and
some of the scenes were absolutely gripping…gripping. When he
gets hold of a scene he knows how to milk the drama out of it
and that is one of his great talents. 

TrekMovie.com: So you see similarities with this new
movie

Leonard Nimoy: Yah…I am not worried about technobabble
with this movie I will tell you that. When I see technobabble my
blood runs cold. 

TrekMovie.com: Well obviously Abrams and his team
have a modern sensibility and tend to tell non-linear sto-
ries. But in this case we are going back to a 1960s TV
show…

Leonard Nimoy: My primary concern is with the characters and
the development of them. Abrams is going to tell a story and he
is going to tell as story with characters that I am very familiar
with. My sense when I read the script is that the understanding
and the nurturing and development of these characters is excel-
lent. That is the only word I can think of…Excellent! With that in
hand I called him and said exactly that. I said “You have cap-
tured these people. I am interested being with them as the audi-
ence. I want to see these relationships develop as you have
done this. I want to see it acted out. I am looking forward to it
and I want to be in this movie.” As far as the adventure itself,
there are lots of ways to do a Star Trek adventure. I am sure
they are going to do a very meaningful Star Trek adventure.

J.J. Abrams, Leonard Nimoy and Zachary Quinto Talk Star
Trek, Story Revolves Around the Character of Spock

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY: J.J., what were you looking for
when you were casting Spock?

J.J. ABRAMS: The same thing you’re looking for when you want
to get married. You just have to know. You can’t intellectualize
this. It just has to feel right on every level. And I have to tell
you, I want to marry Zachary Quinto.

Wow. How does your wife feel about this?

ABRAMS: Katie’s not going to be happy. Or very happy. I don’t
know. But the truth is this: Zachary possesses a thoughtfulness,
a gravity, and a complexity that made me and the other produc-
ers know he was the right guy. More importantly, we needed to
know: Is he a good guy? We didn’t want to get into this with
someone we really couldn’t imagine [spending] a lot of time
with. I talked to my friend Greg Grunberg, who apparently is on

a show called Heroes, and he said that Zachary is a spectacular
guy. And when I met Mr. Nimoy, I felt a respect that had nothing
to do with the appreciation I have for his work. I just admired
him. I could see where the character came from. And I could tell
he would have a kinship with Zachary. Seeing them together for
the first time today, I got chills. It was always impossible imagin-
ing they could share the same physical space, and there they
were together.

Leonard, when you first heard they were making a new Star
Trek film — that they were ‘’rebooting’’ the franchise with a new
cast — how did you feel? Skeptical? Angry? Relieved?

LEONARD NIMOY: None of those. I’ve been away from Star
Trek for a number of years. The first thing I heard was that J.J.
Abrams was doing this. I have a lot of respect for him, so I
thought, ‘’This is something to consider.’’ Then the script came
along — that was the second major step. And then J.J. sent me
some footage of Zach. I looked at him, and I’ll tell you exactly
what I said to J.J.: ‘’He looks exactly right.’’ What’s more, he has
an interior life, which is vital to the character. With all of those
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elements in place, I’m very comfortable with this new Star Trek.

With this casting, Leonard, you’re officially ceding this role to a
new actor. How do you feel about this?

NIMOY: Strange. It is strange...but very comforting. I feel like
the character is being put in very, very good hands.

Zach, how did the trek into Star Trek begin for you?

ZACHARY QUNTO: It began last December for me, when I got
an e-mail from a friend saying they were doing another Star Trek
movie and that young Spock would be a character. It was right
about the time my character started to emerge on Heroes. So I
started to talk about it a lot — in interviews, with anyone. I sort
of thought, ‘’If I could generate attention to it, it would material-
ize.’’ Then one day, we got the call for an audition. It’s been a
definite fast train for me.

Leonard, have you seen Zach in Heroes?

NIMOY: I’ve seen some footage. Scary.

How do you feel about having the guy who plays a brain-eating
serial killer filling the shoes of Spock?

NIMOY: It’s going to be a change of character. But he’s a good
character actor, and that’s what he’s supposed to do.

When did you guys first meet?

NIMOY AND QUINTO: Today. 

QUINTO: Although we’ve crossed paths previously. Heroes was
honored by the TV Land Awards in April, and the award was pre-
sented by Leonard and Owen Wilson. We crossed paths back-
stage, and my audition for Spock was the next morning. So I
knew it was auspicious sign.

What was it like to meet today?

QUINTO: Humbling. But to have the blessing and involvement
of the man who created this iconic character — and to have him
as a guide on this journey — is going to be important and valu-

able. I feel enormously fortunate.

J.J., since this is a ‘’reboot’’ of Star Trek focusing on young
Spock and young Kirk, why did you feel that it was important for
Leonard to be in the movie?

ABRAMS: The story needed his participation for a number of
reasons. One, the plot. In many ways, the story revolves around
the character of Spock. Two, I think it’s critical if we’re going to
look at reintroducing these characters — I didn’t want to disre-
spect what had come before, for those who care about that. But
we’re making this movie for people who don’t care about Star
Trek too. This isn’t about pleasing the fans, this is about making
a great film. And to do that, you have to both please the fans
and please the people who’ve never seen Star Trek. So having
Leonard in the film shows that this film exists in a continuum of
Trek history, as opposed to an absolute, page 1 reinvention.
[Pause] Would you like longer answers? I’m unbelievable. I never
stop talking. 

NIMOY: They’re long answers, but full respect. 

ABRAMS: Now we’re talking about my talking! Unbelievable!

So the story you mentioned — what can you tell us about it?
Anything?

ABRAMS: We don’t want to give anything away right now. But
the reason I felt compelled to direct the movie was that it had
such heart and the characters are spectacularly written. It’s a
character-first story. It’s like, almost despite being Star Trek, or
regardless of being Star Trek, it’s a movie I want to go see.

Any advice for Zach on how to wear the ears?

NIMOY: There could be many ear jokes. For the first couple
years on the show, any mention of Spock had to do with the
ears — ‘’Spock, the pointy-eared character’’ — and there were
many ear jokes, including some phallic ones that I won’t go into.
But they went away over time. The character accumulated
enough nuance and layering over the years that it went away. So
it’s important to remember it’s not the essence of Spock. What’s
important is nurturing the internal life.

How would you describe Spock’s internal life?

NIMOY: Struggle. He had a Vulcan father and a human mother
— so there’s great logic and deep emotion and a great struggle
between the two poles. That’s a great gift to hand an actor. It’s a
struggle we all go through.

Zach, were you a Star Trek fan?

QUINTO: I am, peripherally. I had some exposure to it when I
was younger but I can’t say I’m fully immersed in the mythology.
But I’m looking forward to doing that. I’ve gotten some e-mails
from friends who’ve been fans of Trek since they were kids and
know so much about it, so I drew upon that.

How did you prepare for the audition? Spend a lot of time in
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-
mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the
evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).
When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to
include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-
wide listing can be viewed online at:
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,
dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at
11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to
Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of
three months time between your submission and the con-

vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to
the list, including: Jeff Hickey, Susan Walsh, Naomi
Wiener, Greg Slade, Sharon Vernon, Regina Kirby, Louise
Behnke, Jay Whitmore, Dan Cetorelli, Tifa Sohma, Kirstin
Morrell, Tony E. Finkelstein, Josh Rachlin, Ed Dravecky,
Stacy Gonzales, Mike Broder, Jody Russell, and Laura
Inglis  

front of a mirror cocking an eyebrow?

QUINTO: Noooo. This is funny. I wasn’t allowed to take the
material away from the casting room. So when I went in, I had
my bag and journal, and I’d take the material out into the hall,
and as quickly as I could, I would transcribe it into my journal. I
was like, how can I work on this if I can’t take it home? So I did
that and took it home with me. 

ABRAMS: And the next day it was on the Internet. Weird. 

QUINTO: Yep, that was me.

J.J., are you ready for this? Ready to take on this huge respon-
sibility of becoming the new caretaker of this world?

ABRAMS: I’d like to think so. But again, I’m not looking at it
that way. If you’re going to climb a mountain, looking at the
whole mountain is probably pretty intimidating. I’m just looking
at the story and the characters — I’m looking forward to realiz-
ing that. The specter of this massive fan base and their expecta-
tions... Look, there’s no way you can please everyone. But we’re
going to do our best to make a great movie, and I hope fans of
the series will appreciate the respect and awareness that we
have of the thing they love. One of our writers [Roberto Orci] is
a Trekker, so it’s great to have someone who can speak for that
world. I feel like this is a world I want to enter, almost despite
that kind of level expectation and fandom. But I couldn’t be
more excited.

So Zach...can you do the Vulcan salute?

QUINTO: I can do it on my left hand really well. That’s pretty
good, right? But I can’t do it at all on my right hand, which is
the one Nimoy uses. I put rubber bands around my ring finger
and pinkie and have been doing exercises, so by November I’ll
be good to go.

Which one do you have to use?

QUINTO: Well, all the pictures I’ve seen of Nimoy are right-
handed. So that’s the one I have to worry about. And I’m sure in
the mythology about Star Trek it’s probably a profound insult if I
do it with my left hand, so if I do it there might be an uprising.

How’s this going to affect your participation with Heroes?

QUINTO: We’re all in the process of working it out. We have
the support of Tim and the show and network. It’s going to be a
big undertaking. I’ll be with the show until I have to leave to do
the movie in November, and my ideal is to be back on the show
when I’m done.

Leonard, have you offered Zach any advice?

NIMOY: I asked him if he could raise an eyebrow.

Can you?

QUINTO: You’ll have to wait and see.
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Aug 4 Games Day Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 3577-A
Chamblee-Tucker Road #215,  Atlanta, GA 30341
http://www.atlantagamefest.com/
info@atlantagamefest.com

Aug 31 - Sep&nbsp;3, 2007 Dragon*Con, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph:
770-909-0115 http://www.dragoncon.org/
dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Sep 21 - 23, 2007 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ info@awa-con.com Guests:
Keitarou Arima, Masahiro Aizawa, Luci Christian, Lauren
Goodnight, Vic Mignogna, Sasha Paysinger, Monica Rial,
Jennifer Sekiguchi, Michael Sinterniklass, Travis
Willingham, Amy Howard Wilson, Robert DeJesus, Emily
DeJesus, Fred Perry, Carl Gustav Horn, Neil Nadelman,
David Williams, Peelander-Z, Tsu Shi Ma Mi Re   

Sep 28 - 30, 2007 Atlanta Game Fest 12, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: 3577-A Chamblee-Tucker Road #215,
Atlanta, GA 30341 http://www.atlantagamefest.com/
info@atlantagamefest.com  

Sep 29 - 30, 2007 Assimilation, Kissimmee, Florida Info:
PO Box 7229, Vero Beach, FL 32961 Ph: 321-276-4845
http://assimilationcon.com/ info@AssimilationCon.com
Guests: Ethan Phillips, Tracy Scoggins, Richard Horvitz,
Michael Stackpole, Glenda C. Finkelstein, Rooster Teeth   

Oct 5 - 8, 2007 Gaylaxicon, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 2665
Meadow Court, Chamblee, GA 30341 Ph: 404-403-9902
http://www.gaylaxicon.gaylacticnetwork.org/ gaylaxi-
con2007@gaylaxians.org Guests: Jim Grimsley, Georges
Jeanty, Stephen Pagel, Selina Rosen, Melissa Carter, Rob
Caves, James Cawley, David Gerrold, Joe Haldeman, Paul
Stevens, Laura J. Underwood, Toni Weisskopf   

Oct 5 - 7, 2007 Necronomicon, Tampa, Florida Info: PO
Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33564-2213
http://stonehill.org/necro.htm RaggedyAnn@stonehill.org
Guests: Gregory Benford, Alan M. Clark, Owl Goingback
Benefits: Kids & Canines   

Oct 6 Ancient City Con, Saint Augustine, Florida Info:
2030 Sara Lynn Drive, Saint Augustine, Florida 32084
http://www.ancientcitycon.com/
feedback@ancientcitycon.com  

Oct 12 - 14, 2007 Con*Stellation XXVI, Huntsville,
Alabama Info: PO Box 4857, Huntsville AL 35815-4857
http://www.con-stellation.org/ constell@con-stellation.org 

Nov 2 - 4, 2007 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box
551437, Fort Lauderdale , FL 33355-1437 Ph: 954-888-
9697 http://www.vulkon.com/ Guests: George Takei, James
Darren, Louise Fletcher, Connor Trinneer   

Nov 30 - Dec&nbsp;2, 2007 Anime Supercon, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida Info: PO Box 4012, Fort Lauderdale,
FL. 33338 Ph: 954-882-2950
http://www.animesupercon.com/
mike@floridasupercon.com Guests: April Stewart, Dana
Snyder, Chris Ayres, Tiffany Grant, Brittney Karbowski,
George Lowe, Gene Ha   

Dec 1 Games Day Atlanta, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 3577-A
Chamblee-Tucker Road #215,  Atlanta, GA 30341
http://www.atlantagamefest.com/
info@atlantagamefest.com  

Jan 12 - 19, 2008 Richard Hatch Cruise, Miami, Florida
Info: PO Box 3605, 110 Red Mountain Rd., Aspen, CO
81612 Ph: 970-925-3677
http://www.RichardHatchCruise.com/
Beth@NorthernStarProductions.com Guests: Richard
Hatch   

Feb 22 - 24, 2008 MegaCon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO
Box 1097, Safety Harbor, FL 34695 Ph: 727-796-5725
http://www.megaconvention.com/
info@megaconvention.com  

Mar 19 - 23, 2008 IAFA-29, Orlando, Florida Info: ICFA
Registrar, Post Office Box 50517, Eugene, OR 97405
http://www.iafa.org/ Guests: Vernor Vinge, Roger
Luckhurst, Greer Ilene Gilman, Brian Aldiss   

Apr 11 - 13, 2008 CoastCon 31, Biloxi, Mississippi Info:
PO Box 1423, Biloxi, MS  39533 http://www.coastcon.org/
coastcon_inc@yahoo.com Benefits: Hope Haven
Children’s Shelter 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List,
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/


