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BBYY VIICCEE ADDMMIIRRAALL DAANNNNYY POOTTTTSS

Change is good, apparently! 

If you’ve been looking for an opportunity to serve
Region 2, then there’s a lot of open positions at the
moment. Currently, the positions of Chief of
Computer Operations, Quartermaster and Auctioneer
are all available. If you’d like more information on
these positions, contact VRC Lucy Ferron at haise-
capt@yahoo.com

The 2008 Region 2 Summit is finally accepting regis-
trations. Point your web browsers at: http://www.tre-
knoid.com/summit2008 and get yourself registered! 

As you may have heard, a new convention is starting
up in the Birmingham area. It’s called OmegaCon,
and it’s the weekend of March 14-16, 2008. You can
find out more about it at: http://www.omegacon.us

We’re planning on running a fan table there, so we’ll
be needing volunteers to spend time at the table. Let
me know if you’re planning to show, and when you
might be able to spend some time representing
STARFLEET. 

I’ll see you all next month!

A new year is here, and I’m looking forward to its
promise of exciting new activities as well as the old
standbys. There’s a science fiction convention called
Omegacon coming up March 14-16 in Birmingham.
Two confirmed guests are George Takei and Kevin
Sorbo. Also the Region 2 Summit is coming up
March 7-9 in Montgomery. That’s a close enough
location that we should have a good attendance by
crew members. And I know Pete has planned some
interesting new social activities in addition to the
cookouts and the Fall Feast. If you haven’t been
attending the socials, give them a try this year.

Of course, there is always business to conduct. It’s
time for a vote of confidence for our CO Danny Potts.

By now you should have received the message on
the Hephaestus List concerning the vote of confi-
dence. If you did not receive it, please email me at
booklady44@charter.net. In addition, we are updat-
ing the membership list in the back of the Anvil.
Please take a few minutes to check your information.
Email any corrections that need to be made to me at
the above address. Thanks.

That’s all for now.

Pat Hicks
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Greetings,

Hard to believe another year has come and gone.  I
hope everyone had a great holiday season and a
very happy New Year.   As you might have heard a
new con is coming to Birmingham this year,
Omegacon will have its first of what I hope is many
conventions this March 14th to the 16th.   The are
boasting a growing list of guests and this could turn
out to be a great event.  For more info on the guests
please visit there website at
http://www.omegacon.us/.

The R2 Summit is also coming up March 7th to the

9th.  It will be held in Montgomery this year so it is a
fairly short trip for us here in Birmingham.  The sum-
mit is always a lot of fun and well worth your time.
For more information visit the website at
http://www.treknoid.com/summit2008. 

The deadline for the next issue of The Anvil will be
Tuesday January 22nd.  Please keep this date in
mind and get me your submissions.  I hope we see a
lot of you in this new year.

Dennis

Green - 12/18/2007 
Mangina - 01/18/2008 
deGruy - 03/27/2008 
Simmons - 04/12/2008 
Benton - 05/24/2008 
Hicks - 05/22/2008 
Hurst - 05/22/2008 
Greening - 05/22/2008 
Lindsay - 08/03/2008 
Carr – 08/04/2008 
Miller - 08/04/2008 
Mohney - 11/03/2008 
Evans - 11/10/2008 
Yawn - 11/27/2008 
Potts - 02/20/2010

Beginning, November - $390.98 

Incoming:
Book Sales $45.00 
Donations $5.00 

Ending: - $440.98
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Vice Admiral – Captian

PPaatt  HHiicckkss, Captain - 1st Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Fleet Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Rear Admiral

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn,, Lt.

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

VVaaccaanntt

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy, Vice Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Recruit

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Ensign

EEddwwaarrdd  ddeeGGrruuyy, Lt. Comm

MMaarrkkAAddaamm  MMiilllleerr, Lt. J.G.

BBrreennddaa  MMiilllleerr, Ensign

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Captain

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT

DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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WORDSEARCH
TV  Shows
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The Hobbit
U.S. Opening Date: 2010
A movie version (two of them in fact!) of Tolkien’s Lord of
the Rings prequel novel is going ahead . . . with Peter
Jackson’s involvement!

Watchmen
U.S. Opening Date: 6 March 2009
The “Citizen Kane of comics” is finally being made into a
movie by the director of 300 and the Dawn of the Dead
remake . . .

Star Trek XI
U.S. Opening Date: 25 December 2008
Zachary Quinto (psycho bad guy Sylar from Heroes) will
play Spock and Simon Pegg (Shaun of the Dead, Hot
Fuzz) will be Scotty in the upcoming Trek reboot by the
creative team of Lost . . . 

Avatar
U.S. Opening Date: 22 May 2009
“My goal is to rekindle those amazing mystical moments
my generation felt when we first saw 2001: A Space
Odyssey,” says Titanic director James Cameron of his first
movie in ten years.

Iron Man
U.S. Opening date: 2 May 2008
The latest Marvel hero to get the big screen treatment had
its origins as a multimillionaire who pulled his own person-
al My Lai on the Vietcong in the 1960s.

Jumper
U.S. Opening date: 15 February 2008
A teenager (Hayden Christensen, Young Darth Vader) dis-
covers he can teleport from one place to another and uses
this ability to search for the man he believes killed his
mother . . .

Aliens vs. Predator: Requiem

U.S. Opening date: 25 December 2007
Yeah, the first one was really really good, so they just had
to make a sequel 

Wall•E
U.S. Opening date: 27 June 2008
Pixar’s upcoming flick about a cute robot. Some wags
have called it Short Circuit 3, but we know they’re wrong
because Pixar can’t do no wrong!

The Incredible Hulk
U.S. Opening date: 13 June 2008
Due to the disappointing box office performance of 2003’s
Hulk movie, Marvel decided to start the franchise afresh
with a totally new creative team and cast.

Hellboy 2: The Golden Army
U.S. Opening date: 1 August 2008 
The sequel to the 2003 movie based on Mike Mignola’s
Dark Horse comic character.

The Dark Knight
U.S. Opening date: 18 June 2008
The follow-up to Batman Begins, The Dark Knight reunites
director Christopher Nolan and star Christian Bale, who
reprises the role of Batman/Bruce Wayne.

The Chronicles Of Narnia: Prince Caspian
U.S. Opening Date: 16 May 2008
It was only obvious that the suits at Disney would push a
sequel into production as quickly as possible.

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
U.S. Opening Date: 22 May 2008
Considering that its star Harrison Ford is 64 years old a
better title might be Indiana Jones and the Pensioner’s
Discount . . .

The Mutant Chronicles

UPCOMING SCI-FI & FANTASY FILMS
(All Info Subject To Change)
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U.S. Opening date: TBA 2008
Thomas Jane (The Punisher) battles mutant hordes in a
distant future where everything is run by huge corpora-
tions, a bit like today then . . .

The Spiderwick Chronicles
U.S. Opening Date: 15 February 2008
The quest for the next Harry Potter/Narnia franchise con-
tinues . . .

Babylon A.D.
U.S. Opening Date: 29 February 2008
Vin Diesel’s upcoming sci-fi actioner looks kinda cheap . . .
The Water Horse: Legend of the Deep
U.S. Opening Date: 29 February 2008
Old-fashioned tale about a boy and his, um, sea monster .
. .

X-Men Origins: Wolverine
U.S. Opening Date: 1 May 2009
Marvel superhero blockbuster by the director of, um, Tsotsi
. . .

The Signal
U.S. Opening Date: 22 February 2008
People being turned into homicidal psychos by their cell
phones? So it’s a documentary then . . .

Speed Racer
U.S. Opening date: 13 June 2008
The Wachowski brothers — who have probably been hid-
ing from irate punters who paid good money to see Matrix
Revolutions back in 2003 — is back with . . . Inspector
Gadget on wheels? 

They Came from Upstairs
U.S. Opening Date: 16 January 2009
Kids defend their vacation home from invading aliens . . .

10,000 B.C.
U.S. Opening Date: 7 March 2008
Latest Roland Emmerich special effects epic . . .

In The Name Of The King: A Dungeon Siege Tale
U.S. Opening Date: 11 January 2008
An Uwe Boll movie based on a computer game?!

Monsters vs. Aliens
U.S. Opening Date: 15 May 2009
DreamWorks Animation’s next effort looks like fun . . .

The Day the Earth Stood Still
U.S. Opening Date: 12 December 2008
A remake starring Keaunu Reeves! Whoa Klaatu . . .

Starship Dave
U.S. Opening Date: 30 May 2008
Eddie Murphy’s upcoming sci-fi comedy has a cool idea
behind it . . .

The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor
U.S. Opening Date: 31 August 2008
The third Mummy movie has no mummy in it . . .

Logan’s Run
U.S. Opening Date: TBA 2010
Remake of the 1970s sci-fi movie in which everyone dies
at 30 . . .

Deathlok
U.S. Opening Date: TBA
Based on a cool violent 1970s Marvel comic book about a
half-man half-machine cyborg hybrid anti-hero . . .

Deathrace 3000
U.S. Opening Date: 2008
“Set in 2020, ours is an ultraviolent, no-holds-barred race
with heavily armed Escalades, Ferraris and Aston Martins,”
says director Paul W.S. Anderson of his planned remake
of this camp 1970s classic.

Terminator 4
U.S. Opening Date: Summer 2009
No Danes or Stahl, and Arnie only in a small role. And
after the disappointing Terminator 3 — who really cares?
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What’s Going On Up There

A new independent docu-
mentary narrated by Leonard
Nimoy examines the sacrifices
that must be made to get
back on the road to revitaliz-
ing the space industry. 

As reported at MG
Productions, Leonard Nimoy
has lent his vocal talents and
support to a new documen-
tary that explores the costs,

sacrifices and benefits to space exploration and
industry. 

What’s Going On Up There? features interviews
with scientists, scholars, attorneys and environmen-

talists as well as average citizens who debate just
what space travel means. Topics addressed include:
the potential for commercial space travel, past and
future impact of space exploration on business and
industy, use of space technologies in environmental
issues, regulation of space activities and how will the
legend and knowledge of the Apollo era be trans-
ferred to future generations. 

The award-winning one hour film has been shown
at film festivals worldwide and exhibited at museums
and major space conventions. What’s Going On Up
There? is filmmaker Maryanne Galvin’s sixth film in as
many years. She has also produced As Is: A
Downsized Life, a film which examines the lives of
nine people living economically simplified lives for a
variety of reasons.

Star Trek: Of Gods And Men Debuts

The first part of
Star Trek: Of Gods
and Men, the fan
film featuring vet-
eran actors from
various Star Trek
series, is available
online for the first
time today. 

As reported at their official site, Star Trek: Of Gods

and Men became available for viewing earlier today. 

Star Trek: Of Gods and Men is directed by Voyager
regular Tim Russ. Other familiar Star Trek actors
have roles, such as: Nichelle Nichols, Grace Lee
Whitney, Alan Ruck (Captain Harriman), Ethan
Phillips, Garrett Wang and Chase Masterson. 

In the movie, a dozen years have passed since cap-
tain James Kirk was swept away by the Nexus while
saving the crew of the Enterprise-B. Chekov, Uhura
and John Harriman come together for the dedication
of a ship. A distress call cuts short their reunion and
the three find themselves in a very different place.

More Than A Fan Film

Star Trek: Of Gods and Men is the beginning of a
trend where fans can participate in entertainment
properties owned by studio, according to the produc-
er of Of Gods and Men. 

As reported at Trekweb, Sky Conway hopes that fan
films such as Of Gods and Men, which released last
week, will be embraced by the owners of franchises
such as Star Trek. “It’s the ultimate extension of
‘brand identification’,” said Conway. “Hopefully the
studios will continue to embrace these fan efforts.
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It’s certainly a cool way to keep a brand alive and
current after it’s ‘off the air’.” 
Tim Russ, director of Star Trek: Of Gods and Men
treated the film as if it was an independent mini-
series. “This is not a fan film,” he explained. “This is
an independent Trek feature. Not to take away from
the hard work and dedication of the people who
make fan films, the quality of ‘Gods and Men’ is
superior to the typical fan film.” Russ, a friend and

business associate of Conway’s, has worked with him
on projects dating back to 1999. 
Conway believes that once households can access
the Internet at fast speeds, the rules of the enter-
tainment game will change. “The Internet will be the
way all filmed entertainment will be accessed, on
demand, on any device, anytime,” he said.

Nichelle Nichols Stars In ‘Lady Magdalene’s’

Lady Magdalene’s, the new movie starring Nichelle
Nichols, will premiere at the San Diego Black Film
Festival. 

As reported at The Open
Press, the first film-festival
screening of Lady
Magdalene’s, will occur at the
fifth annual San Diego Black
Film Festival, which is to be
held from January 31 to
February 3, 2008. The 108-
minute theatrical cut was
completed in November of

2007. 

Lady Magdalene’s tells the story of an IRS agent

who is exiled after insulting a powerful U.S. Senator,
to a humiliating desk job in Nevada as the federal
receiver managing a legal brothel in tax default. With
the help of the Madam of the brothel, Lady
Magdalene, played by Nichols, he uncovers an Al
Qaeda plot to unload a nuclear bomb-sized crate at
Hoover Dam. 

Nichols, who played Lieutenant Uhura on Star Trek
and Nana Dawson on Heroes is both the star of Lady
Magdalene’s and one of the executive producers, the
other being J. Neil Schulman. Nichols also assisted in
the choreography of Lady Magdalene’s and com-
posed two original songs for the film, which she per-
formed. Nichols began singing when she was sixteen
and credits her discovery to Duke Ellington. 

Trek Fan Sues Over Fake Memorabilia

A seven million dollar lawsuit filed by a Star Trek fan
alleges that the “one-of-a-kind” memorabilia that he pur-
chased from Christie’s auction house were fakes. 
As reported at the NY Daily News, Ted Moustakis is suing
both Christie’s and CBS, claiming that a visor and a table
represented as props from Star Trek: The Next Generation
were not authentic. Moustakis now has doubts about a
uniform that he purchased that was supposedly worn by
Brent Spiner. 
Moustakis was told that the poker visor for which
Moustakis had paid $6,000 was not one worn by Spiner as

had been advertised, by Spiner himself while attending a
Las Vegas Star Trek convention. As reported by the New
York Post, when approached by Moustakis to sign the
visor, Spiner said, “That’s not my visor. You bought that at
Christie’s.” Spiner went on to explain that he had sold the
authentic visor himself, in an eBay auction. “He said he
had told Christie’s not to sell it,” said Moustakis. 
Further research by Moustakis revealed that CBS had been
selling numerous versions of Spiner’s supposed “one-of-a-
kind” uniform and the table had differences from the one
that had appeared in the show. 
Moustakis is seeking a refund as well as punitive damages. 
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Star Trek XI Reviving Interest Among Diehard
Fans

The appearance of Leonard Nimoy in Star Trek XI
has Star Trek fans curious about his part in the
upcoming movie. 

As reported at Hollywood.Com, the new Star Trek
movie has something for all moviegoers, whether
they are familiar with Star Trek or have not seen it
before. “We’re making the movie for the fans,” says
executive producer Damon Lindelof. “But more
importantly we’re making it for a whole new genera-
tion of fans. We want our wives to come and under-
stand what the hell’s going on. We want our kids to
understand what the hell’s going on. It’s not your
daddy’s Star Trek.” 

Lindelof couldn’t resist teasing the established Star
Trek fan base a little. “...no one writes a mind-meld
like Kurtzman and Orci, That’s all I’ll say.” Leonard

Nimoy’s presence in the film has been the subject of
much speculation as to what his character will bring
to the story. 

Nimoy is not the only famous Star Trek actor about
whom there has been speculation. William Shatner’s
presence or lack of presence in the film has been
discussed more than once. “There are still ongoing
talks,” said Lindelof, in reference to Shatner’s possible
presence in Star Trek XI. “We’re pretty much exactly
where we were with Comic Con. Look, the reality is
Trek was up and running and in existence and iconic
before we came so we’ve been basically invited to
the party that these guys have been throwing for the
last 40 years, so obviously it would be HUGE if Mr.
Shatner wanted to be any part of the franchise. It’s a
challenge for us, though, because they killed Kirk off
… But hey, it’s Trek, anything’s possible, right?” 

Cho And Urban Discuss Star Trek XI

Newcomers to the Trek franchise are enthusiastic
about their roles as Sulu and McCoy. 

As reported at Sci Fi Pulse recently, John Cho is
excited about playing Sulu in Star Trek XI. “I’m excit-
ed and scared, just like I was excited and scared
about getting married. It means a certain part of
your life is over and you’re probably ending it
because you’re looking forward to something great
around the corner, but at the same time, you mourn
a little bit for the old life.” 

Cho recognized that this role
would have an effect upon his
future. “This is possibly crazy
thinking, but being part of this
franchise will, I’m sure, open
me up to new audiences, and
also alter my life in ways that I
can’t really imagine at this
point. Only someone who’s been
through it, like George, can tell

me.” 

Discussing the role of Sulu with George Takei would
be a help to Cho. “I feel like I have some general
questions,” he said. “But its J.J’s prerogative to direct
me in that sphere. I have some questions for him in
terms of what life is like when you join the Star Trek
franchise.” 

Another newcomer to the
franchise spoke with TV Guide
regarding his Leonard McCoy
role. “McCoy is the lovable,
irascible humanist that he has
always been [and] a good
friend of Jim Kirk,” said Karl
Urban. When asked if the
young McCoy would deliver his
trademark “I’m a doctor, not a
(fill-in-the-blank)” lines, he
laughed and said, “I can’t say!

I would love to tell you, but I’m not allowed to say.”
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Chris Pine On Kirk And Star Trek

Playing James T. Kirk brings a big responsibili-
ty, acknowledges Chris Pine. 

As reported at Hollywood
Today, Pine’s portrayal of
Kirk will be one that will put
him under a microscope.
“It’s not your standard tent-
pole movie,” said Pine. “It
has a 40-year history
attached to it. These are
iconic roles that have been
done, and done well.” 

Working on the film is less
daunting than it could be, due to the direction of
J.J. Abrams. “J.J. is able to make such a big
experience seem small,” said Pine of Abrams.
“You never get the sense that you are working
on this grand event, you just focus on that
scene.” 

While Pine was careful not to give too many
details, explaining that “I’ll be arrested and
strung up by Paramount security,” he did explain
the film in more general terms. “It’s a ‘Batman
Begins’,” he said. “You get the birth, the child-
hood and beginning of the main characters
before the five-year mission. That’s what is going
to be great. You get a sense of where they came
from and how they began. Plus anyone who is a
lover of big action films is going to love this.” 

“What I will say is that I really think fans will
enjoy this new installment,” Pine continued. “It’s
not like anything they’ve ever seen before: the
humor, production, effects and action blend into
a great package. There’s enough humor and
drama and action to satisfy everyone. This is a
movie for fans and non-fans alike, it’s going to
create a new generation of fans who have never
been exposed to it before – for my generation
and younger.” 

Nimoy On Photography And Star Trek XI

Photography and working on Star Trek XI have kept
Leonard Nimoy busy recently. 

As reported at CBS 2, photography has been almost a
lifetime hobby for Leonard Nimoy. “When I was about
thirteen, a neighborhood kid showed me that you could
develop a roll of film in the bathroom,” he explained.
“That’s how I learned to do it. I fell in love with photog-
raphy. And I’ve been doing it ever since.” Nimoy now
develops his own photos, using a darkroom located in
his own house. 

Nimoy still owns his first camera, an old Kodak. His
first photograph, taken in the early 1940s, was of his
grandfather, who emigrated from Russia first, later
sending money back for the rest of his family to join
him in America. 

“It takes fierce concentration from me,” said Nimoy,
referring to his photography. “...the nature of the work
demands very specific attention to what you’re doing to

get it right.” 

Recently, Nimoy’s new book of photographs, The Full
Body Project, Photographs by Leonard Nimoy was
released recently as reported in this article.. He used
plus-sized women for the shoot. Nimoy explained that
beauty wasn’t confined to one type of woman. “Beauty
is culture driven,” he said. “Our culture tells us, has
been telling us for some years now, skinny is beautiful.
But beauty is a big word. It shouldn’t be limited to just
skinny.” 

Besides photography, Nimoy is acting again, reprising
his role of Spock for Star Trek XI. He explained how he
approached playing the popular character. “I was able
to identify with the inner life of that character and I
think that’s the most important thing that I could bring
to it,” he said. Nimoy also dropped a tantalizing hint
about Spock in Star Trek XI. “There are a total of the
three Spocks in the movie, that’s all I’m going to say
about it.” 
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Jennifer Garner Hopes to Be in Star Trek XI

Jennifer Garner would like to
take on the role of a Klingon in
the new Star Trek movie. 

As reported at the MTV Movie
Blog, Jennifer Garner would like
to team up with Abrams again
and appear in Star Trek XI as a
Klingon. “I just want to be a
Klingon in the movie,” said

Garner. “I just want to walk through [the frame] as a
Klingon.” 

There is no official confirmation that Klingons will
even appear in Star Trek XI, so Garner’s desire to

play a Klingon may just be the wish of a Star Trek
fan, which she claims to be. 

Garner has worked with Abrams before, in Felicity,
where she played Hannah Bibb, and in Alias, where
she portrayed the character of Sydney Bristow.
Abrams was executive producer on both of the
shows. Garner has high praise for Abrams. “He rocks.
I would do anything for him. J.J. is kind of like Juno,”
she said, referring to a quick-witted intelligent char-
acter in the recently released film Juno. “It’’s just his
energy, his personality, and he’s as smart as anybody
I’ve ever met. Both funny and nice.”

Ryder Fuming Over Smoking Ban

Signing her confidentiality agree-
ment leads to unexpected conse-
quences for Winona Ryder. 

As reported at contactmusic.com,
heavy smoker Ryder has found
that the desire to keep the details
of Star Trek XI secret has clashed
with her need to take occasional
smoke breaks. 

The actress is among the stars upset at having to
spend the entire day working in a non-smoking com-

pound on the remote California desert location where
filming is occurring without being permitted to go
outside to smoke. 

J.J. Abrams has explained to Ryder the need for
secrecy and how they rely more on it for the sake of
box office buzz than other films. He is adamant that
details of costumes and set designs aren’t leaked out
to the public ahead of time. While Ryder said that
she understood, the lack of ability to have a cigarette
is frustrating to the actress. 

Tribbles in Star Trek XI

Popular ball of fur to make another appearance in Star
Trek XI 

As reported at The Trek Movie Report, a familiar critter
will appear in the upcoming Star Trek XI. 

The tribble, first seen in the original series episode The
Trouble With Tribbles will be making an appearance in a
scene in Star Trek XI. The tribble will be in some type of
cage or container. 

Tribbles have been seen in several Star Trek episodes
after their first appearance in The Trouble With Tribbles.
They appeared in the The Animated Series episode More
Tribbles, More Troubles, the Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
episode Trials and Tribble-ations, and in both Star Trek:
The Search for Spock and Star Trek: Generations. Tribbles
have also appeared on other television shows, most note-
ably Jeopardy!, where they multiplied as the episode pro-
gressed. 
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Comic Book Legend John Byrne Talks
Upcoming Star Trek Comics

Newsarama posted en exclusive interview with
comic book legend John Byrne (X-Men, Fantastic
Four) in which he talks about his upcoming Star Trek
comic books from IDW - Alien Spotlight Romulans
and the Assignment Earth mini-series. Here are few
excerpts from the interview.

NRAMA: Do you think that the Star Trek film fran-
chise is in good hands with J.J. Abrams at the helm?

JB: Have to cry “no opinion”
again. With “franchise” operations
such as this, previous performance
often means nothing. Only the final
product will tell.

NRAMA: Fair enough. But is it true
that Chris Ryall contacted you after
he’d read about that Star Trek
screenplay which you’d written at
the tender age of 18 ?

JB: I don’t recall the actual
sequence. Chris offered me some
Star Trek stuff — basically, “any-
thing you want to do?” — and I
tried to decline, because my like-
nesses are so bad, and then he
suggested on of their alien races
books. I said “Romulans?” and away
we went.

NRAMA: What do you like about the Romulans
compared to other alien races like their distant
cousins the Vulcans, etc?

JB: The Romulans, at least TOS version, were
Vulcans with emotion. It was interesting to see the
familiar trappings, with that added.

NRAMA: What does it feel like to be writing, pencil-
ing and inking your first full Star Trek work since
your early illustrations of David Bailey, Hortas, Iotians
and Khan Noonian Singh in 1987’s Who’s Who in Star
Trek #1, and Sarek in Who’s Who in Star Trek #2?

JB: So far it’s been a hoot. Paramount made me
truncate my Romulans story a bit — I had to remove
certain elements that didn’t fit with their version of
the lore, as it turned out — but so far it has been
nothing like the nightmare that, say, Space: 1999 or
Indiana Jones turned out to be. Those were the ones
that made me swear off licensed products “forever”.

NRAMA: How will your story set the pace for IDW’s
“Star Trek: Second Stage”?

JB: I can’t imagine that it will!! Contrary to popular
mythology, I do not bestride the
Universe like a god!

NRAMA: The original TV episode
“Assignment Earth” had been the
Season Two finale for TOS and was
intended by Gene Roddenberry as
the pilot for a spin-off series that
never came to pass. What drew you
to interstellar time traveler Gary
Seven and his Earth-born assistant?

JB: As a kid, I just thought it was
really, really neat. First, I was a
Robert Lansing fan, from his other
work. Also, I am a sucker for time-
travel stories (which the ongoing AE
would not be, but the TOS episode
was). And Teri Garr was so darn
cute!

NRAMA: Did you pitch this to
IDW?

JB: Sort of. Chris handed me carte blanche and I
said “How about?”

NRAMA: Issue #1 would start in 1968 and then
each issue after that would jump one year ahead,
right? What sort of stories will you be telling with
each issue?

JB: There is no set timeline. I will cover a number
of years — toward the end I want to touch on
Nixon’s visit to China, which was in 1972 — but I am
not going to be setting clear dates. Anyone who is
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for
information, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in
the evening (many organizers list their home phone
numbers).  When writing for information, it’s frequent-
ly a good idea to include a self-addressed stamped
envelope. A full world-wide listing can be viewed
online at: http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s
name, dates, location, and contact information to
Blair Learn at 11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown,
MD  20876 or to Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please
allow a minimum of three months time between your

submission and the convention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information
to the list, including: Stacy Gonzales, Mike Broder,
Jody Russell, Carl Stark, Cristen Thrasher, Trey
Wickwire, Gilder McCarroll, Nick Winks, Allen
Kitchen, Charles Fewlass, Katrina Johnson, Jake W.
Paris, Ed Dravecky, Ivarr Brokksson, Tim Brazeal,
Ben Daw, David Keating, Kass James, Ray Tesi,
Kevin Rohrer, Inge Heyer, Mark Marmor and Laura
Inglis  

not familiar with those years might well think all the
stories take place in the same year, same week,
even. The main indicator of time passing will be
Roberta having a different hairstyle in each issue.
Possibly a different hair color, too, playing off the
Beta V’s comment that her hair was “presently tinted
honey blonde”.

NRAMA: Will there be cameos by Kirk and crew?

JB: Yes. (How’s that for cryptic?)
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Jan 11 - 13, 2008 GAFilk, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO
Box 702, Alpharetta, GA 30009-0702
http://www.gafilk.org/ registration@gafilk.org Guests:
Jeff Bohnhoff, Maya Bohnhoff, Brian Richardson,
Brobdingnagian Bards   

Jan 12 - 19, 2008 Richard Hatch Cruise, Miami,
Florida Info: PO Box 3605, 110 Red Mountain Rd.,
Aspen, CO 81612 Ph: 970-925-3677
http://www.RichardHatchCruise.com/
Beth@NorthernStarProductions.com Guests: Richard
Hatch   

Jan 18 - 20, 2008 Atlanta Game Fest, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: 3577-A Chamblee-Tucker Road #215,
Atlanta, GA 30341 http://www.atlantagamefest.com/
info@atlantagamefest.com

Jan 25 - 27, 2008 Florida Extravaganza, Orlando,
Florida Info: PO Box 300546, Fern Park, FL 32730-
0546 Ph: 407-401-9203 http://www.fxshow.com/
info@fxshow.com   

Feb 15 - 17, 2008 Furry Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 1511, Madison, AL 35758
http://www.furryweekend.com/ 
furryweekend@furryweekend.com Guests: Bonk
Longtail, Tilt Longtail   

Feb 28 - Mar 2, 2008 Sleuthfest, Deerfield Beach,
Florida Info: 6619 Roxbury Lane, Miami Beach, FL
33141 http://www.mwa-florida.org/sleuthfest.htm
Guests: Lee Child, Doug Lyle   

Mar 7 - 9, 2008 MegaCon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO
Box 1097, Safety Harbor, FL 34695 Ph: 727-796-
5725 http://www.megaconvention.com/ 
info@megaconvention.com

Mar 19 - 23, 2008 IAFA-29, Orlando, Florida Info:
ICFA Registrar, Post Office Box 50517, Eugene, OR
97405 http://www.iafa.org/ Guests: Vernor Vinge,
Roger Luckhurst, Greer Ilene Gilman, Brian Aldiss   

Mar 28 - 30, 2008 Naruto-Star Trek Convention,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida Info: PO Box 970131, Boca
Raton, FL 33497 Ph: 561-479-3872 
http://www.narutotrek.com/ info@narutotrek.com
Guests: Maile Flanagan, James Cawley, Naruto
Uzumaki, Aaron Pabone, The Punktuations   

Apr 4 - 6, 2008 Eyecon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO
Box 470742, Lake Monroe, FL 32747 Ph: 407-435-
1288 http://www.eyeconfla.com/ 
submission@eyeconfla.com Guests: Jared
Padalecki, Chad Lindberg, Alona Tal   

Apr 11 - 13, 2008 CoastCon 31, Biloxi, Mississippi
Info: PO Box 1423, Biloxi, MS  39533
http://www.coastcon.org/ coastcon_inc@yahoo.com
Benefits: Hope Haven Children’s Shelter   

May 2 - 4, 2008 Galaxy of Stars, Jackson,
Mississippi Info: 109 Fairmont Cove, Brandon, MS
39047 Ph: 601-941-3470 
http://www.jimmytonerecords.com 
contactus@jimmytonerecords.com

May 16 - 18, 2008 Mobicon, Mobile, Alabama Info:
PO Box 161632 Mobile, AL 36616 
http://www.mobicon.org/ dragynwing@gmail.com
Benefits: The Bay Area Food Bank   

Jul 18 - 20, 2008 MetroCon, Tampa, Florida Info:
4501 Manatee Avenue West #304, Bradenton, FL
34209-3952 
http://www.animemetro.com/metroconventions/
info@animemetro.com

Aug 29 - Sep 1, 2008 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia
Info: PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph:
770-909-0115 http://www.dragoncon.org/ 
dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention
List, http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/
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