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BBYY VIICCEE ADDMMIIRRAALL DAANNNNYY POOTTTTSS

Greetings, Programs! 

I apologize for missing last month’s report, but as time
came due to put the report together, I had a major tooth
injury/issue, and just couldn’t get the muster together to do
it. Take care of your teeth, programs! 

There’s no way to beat around the bush, so I’ll just state
it up-front: I’m going to Disney World!! 

Disney World has been a life-long dream of mine, and
we have finally managed to put the funds together to make
it happen. I’ve never been, and it’ll be a blast to share this
with my family! 

The net effect of this, however, is that to avoid the heat,
and to avoid conflict with a new system going live at work,
we’re having to go during Alabama Spring Break. That’s
important because it’s the week after the 2008 Region 2
Summit, and the week of OmegaCon. As a result, we will
only be in attendance on Saturday at the Region 2
Summit, and not in attendance at OmegaCon at all. I’m
looking for volunteers to take over the fan table. 

We’ve got some good events coming up for all the family.
In February, we’ll be going to the Southern Museum of
Flight, another place I’ve never been! April will bring our

annual Spring Fundraiser. I’ve really been encouraged by
attendance at meetings lately, and invite some of you long-
term members to come out and meet some of our newer
folks. 

I’m finally starting to get a little excited over the upcom-
ing Star Trek movie. The more names I see getting
attached to the film, the more it starts to feel like some-
thing new. Recent shots of the Enterprise being built
appearing on the web have fueled my fire, and I’m officially
ready for this movie to be done! 

Pat and I are working on cleaning up ranks/information
on members, so hang with us while we try to straighten all
this out. 

Lastly, we had a wonderful surprise this month when
Mark, Pamela and Michelle Lindsay dropped by the
January poker night. It was great to see them again, and I
hope it’s not three years before it happens next. Granted,
driving from Texas is a long commute. 

I’ll see you all next month, assuming Dennis doesn’t
have a coronary for receiving this report actually *early* for
once!

Birmingham, Alabama, March 14-16
See Convention Calendar on page 15 for more information or visit www.Omegacon.us
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First, it is my pleasure to announce the results
of the Vote of Confidence for our CO Danny. He
received a unanimous affirmative vote.
Congratulations, Danny!

Now for other news. Pete has planned some
great socials for this year. On February 16 we’ll
be visiting the Southern Museum of Flight. I’m
looking forward to this trip. The time of day has
not been announced so check the Hephaestus
list. In March the annual Region 2 Summit will be
held, so we won’t have a regular social that
month. The Summit will take place March 7-9 in
Montgomery this year. That’s close enough that
the Hephaestus should have a large group
attending. Also, the weekend of March 14-16,

there will be a science fiction convention in
Birmingham. OmegaCon will take place at the
Sheraton Hotel downtown. Scheduled guests are
George Takei, Richard Hatch, Ray Park and
Kevin Sorbo.  For more information, visit the web
site: www.OmegaCon.us. And in April we’ll have
our annual spring cookout. This is one of my
favorite socials.

Finally, we are still updating the list of members
for the Anvil. If your listing has incorrect informa-
tion, please email corrections to me at
booklady44@charter.net.

Pat Hicks

by  Pat  Hicks

Greetings,

It looks like Danny will continue as our CO.  His loss is our
gain. Congratulations Danny.

The Region 2 summit is approaching fast.  If you planning
to attend, and I recommend you do, please make sure you
register and reserve your hotel. 

Also coming in March is OmegaCon.  It sounds like it will
be fun and worth supporting.  I would love to see this grow

into a great yearly event.   Check out there website at
www.OmegaCon.us and make your plans to attend.

The Deadline for the next issue of The Anvil is Tuesday,
February 19th.  Please send all submission to me at
TheAnvil@charter.net.

Until Next Month.

Dennis
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The January Business meeting was held at Kingdom
Comics. Ten people were in attendance. 

Danny began the meeting by discussing the upcoming
OmegaCon, and explaining that he had a conflict on the
weekend of the convention and would be unable to do the
staffing table. A discussion of the guests was held, and
Danny called for volunteers to take over the staffing. Pete
Mohney offered that if the table were placed next to the
STARFLEET Quartermaster table, he’d do what he could
to staff it. Danny stated he would contact the OmegaCon
staff, and look for other chapters to take over the coordina-
tion of the table. 

The discussion then turned to the 2008 Region 2
Summit, with Danny again explaining his conflict, but stat-
ing he would be in attendance at the Saturday events. 

Pat Hicks discussed the ongoing Commanding Officer
Vote of Confidence. Danny then reported that Neil yawn
had found employment, and would be in attendance at the
Saturday Region 2 Summit events. 

Pete Mohney then drove the discussion to set up Social
Events for the upcoming months. After discussion January
was left as Casual. February was set for a trip to the
Southern museum of Flight. March was set for the R2
Summit/OmegaCon. April was set for the Spring Cookout. 

Pete then discussed the STARFLEET Quartermaster’s
office, and that STARFLEET would set up business licens-
es in time for the 2008 Region 2 Summit and OmegaCon.

by Denby Potts

Mangina - 01/18/2008 - *Expired 
deGruy - 03/27/2008 
Simmons - 04/12/2008 
Benton - 05/24/2008 
Hicks - 05/22/2008 
Hurst - 05/22/2008 
Greening - 05/22/2008 
Lindsay - 08/03/2008 
Carr – 08/04/2008 
Miller - 08/04/2008 
Mohney - 11/03/2008 
Evans - 11/10/2008 
Yawn - 11/27/2008 
Green - 12/18/2008 
Potts - 02/20/2010

Beginning, December - $440.98 
- no changes 
Ending: - $440.98
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Date Event/Time Location
Feb 4 Buisness Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
Feb 16 Southern Museum Of Flight Museum 11am
Mar 3 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
Mar 7-9 Region 2 Summit Montgomery -----
Mar 14-16 OmegaCon Birmingham -----
Apr 7 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
Apr 19 Spring Cookout Mohney’s TBA
May 5 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm

* Event still in planing stages, date and time and exact event tba
ALL EVENTS AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO THIS SECTION FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Vice Admiral – Captian

PPaatt  HHiicckkss, Captain - 1st Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Fleet Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Rear Admiral

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn,, Lt.

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

VVaaccaanntt

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy, Vice Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Recruit

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Ensign

EEddwwaarrdd  ddeeGGrruuyy, Lt. Comm

MMaarrkkAAddaamm  MMiilllleerr, Lt. J.G.

BBrreennddaa  MMiilllleerr,,  Ensign 

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Captain

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD

VTT!IFQIBFTUVT

DPNNBOE!TUSVDUVSF
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Alabama
Alaska
Arizona

Arkansas
California
Colorado

Connecticut
Delaware

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana

Iowa
Kansas

Kentucky
Louisiana

Maine
Maryland

Massachusetts
Michigan

Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

Hew Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico

New York
North Carolina
North Dakota

Ohio
Oklahoma

Oregon
Pennsylvania
Phode Island

South Carolina
South Dakota

Tennessee
Texas
Utah

Vermont
Virginia

Washington
West Virginia

Wisconsin
Wyoming

WORDSEARCH
State Capitals

Find the State Capitals in the Puzzle below to the States listed on the left.
Words run in all directions.

Solution pg.  7
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Zoe Saldana sheds a little light on playing
‘Uhura’

by Wilson Morales

What attracted you to the film?

Zoe Saldana: (Director) J.J. Abrams had expressed an
interest in working with me and he had liked my work. For
an actor, that’s all you need. That’s all you want. To get
the acknowledgement and respect from your peers; and
so I went out and met him. He then said, ‘I don’t need to
see you anymore’ and I felt really good. I felt like I did it.
I earned it.

Were you a fan of the original series?

ZS: I never
saw that. I was
not a fan until
now and I have
so much admira-
tion for what
they did, and
how much the
series continues
to grow after 45
years and I had
the honor of
meeting Nichelle
Nichols and
working with
Leonard Nimoy
and it was fan-
tastic. 

How was you
meeting with
Nichelle
Nichols?

ZS: I was able
to sit down with her and she told me the whole story of
how Uhura came to be and where they were going with
her character, but it all fell into place the moment she
walked into the door and auditioned for the part. She
named the character herself and it was a special thing and
she felt as an artist, she was going to make the part big. 

How did you feel when you first tried on the uni-
form?

ZS: It was very interesting. The moment everything

came together from the hair, the costume, being on the
set, and then you start to feel, ‘Okay, this is real. This is
amazing and fun’. 

Was it exciting for the cast to make the first
appearance at the ‘Cloverfield’ premiere?

ZS: It was so much. It was really good. 

In working with Leonard Nimoy, did you pick up
anything from him from the old series?

ZS: Well, you can only talk to Leonard for a little while.
He’s so awesome. There’s not a lot I can say when I’m
standing next to him. He’s a legend. 

Between an indie film like ‘Blackout’ and studio
films like ‘Star Trek’ and ‘Avatar’, what is it that
attracts you to these types of films?

ZS: I find myself looking for roles that are strong. I’m
easily turned off from roles that are soccer moms or love
interest. If you really want me to say no, tell me that I will
be ‘the chick in the flick’. I have an issue with that. I’m not
saying that I won’t do those films, but I don’t want to
resemble half the women I know in my life, in this world,
in this country. The women that I have been exposed to
that are my friends, they are hard working women that
have their own careers. The number one in their lives are
their families. They have kids. They are working moms. I
don’t feel that there are enough roles that resemble the
American women nowadays in Hollywood. It’s almost an
insult when you read scripts and you see that the guy’s
the hero. I’m not a feminist. Women are becoming film-
makers, directors, and writers, and writing things on how
they see themselves. ‘Star Trek’ was no different and nei-
ther was ‘Avatar’. Look at Uhura. She’s a lieutenant on the
Enterprise, where she’s an equal with everyone. She’s not
just a women. She’s in command just like everyone else is,
with power and strength. I felt a mass appeal when I read
the script and when J.J Abrams told me he wanted me to
do it and the same with ‘Avatar’. Jim (James Cameron) is
known for writing roles for strong women about strong
women. Look at ‘The Terminator’. Look at ‘Titanic’. Look at
Jamie Lee Curtis in ‘True Lies’. It says a lot of the kind of
women Jim was rasied with and was around while growing
up.
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Orci on ‘Star Trek XI’

Last Friday director/producer J.J. Abrams and many of
his cast and crew on new Star Trek film dropped by
TrekMovie.com from the set of the film to take questions
from the fans. However, after the dust settled, Star Trek
co-writer and executive producer Roberto Orci kept the
discussion going over the weekend answering more fan
questions in the TrekMovie.com talkback. The writer
revealed more tidbits about the script and the writing
process and more. For those that don’t haunt the discus-
sion threads we have put this bonus chat into an easy to
read Q&A format. 

Firstly, in case you missed it, here are key tidbits from
Friday’s chat with Abrams and his cast and crew (but do
read the full transcript to get much more) 

* First full trailer currently in the works, targeting
early- to mid-summer release 

* Principal photography is scheduled to wrap at
the beginning of April [about 1-2 weeks more than
originally planned]

* Documentaries on the film’s pre-production and
production process can be expected on DVD
release; Making of… book also discussed

* Greg Grunberg will not appear in Star Trek due
to his commitment to another film

* About 1,000 effects shots are expected to be
used in the film (more than any previous Trek film)

* Target MPAA rating: PG-13

* The two biggest challenges for Abrams were
getting a handle on the vision of the future and
casting the film

* Humor is a very important aspect in the film
(“humor and humanity go hand-in-hand”)

* Abrams’ goal is to make Trek ‘real’ and is thus
utilizing sets and location shooting rather than
green- or blue-screens wherever he can

* The Enterprise “will be a combo of the physical
and the virtual” 

* An image of the Enterprise is “coming soon”

* The doors on the Enterprise will go “SWOOSH!”
when they open.

And here are some of the key findings in the follow-up
weekend discussions with Roberto Orci:

* The set of the Enterprise bridge will be stored
for future use;

* the movie’s script is about 128 pages long (indi-
cating a roughly 2 hour movie)

* the script took about four months to write

* he and co-writer Alex Kurtzman will not be
making cameos in the film

* James T. Kirk and the film’s villain (Nero) were
the most difficult characters to write;

* the TOS episode “Balance of Terror” and the
second, third, fourth and sixth films helped shape
the writers’ takes on the characters, as did novels
by Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens.

* Script shoots for many memorable moments
akin to the “Never forget the name of the
ship…Enterprise” moment in TNG “Yesterday’s
Enterprise”

* Film makers have kept with Trek tradition and
brought in academic and scientific consultants
(more info on this promised)

For more details, read the transcript below.

WEEKEND ROBERTO ORCI COMMENTS Q&A TRAN-
SCRIPT

Dr. Image: To all Trek Purists out there, under-
stand this: What we are getting with this movie is
obviously meant to REPLACE the ‘66-’68 version of
Trek, including the Cage and WNMHGB, in style and
substance. In other words, IT NEVER HAPPENED
THAT WAY- anymore, that is. And unlike with
bumpy-headed Klingons, where there was an
ATTEMPT to explain the condition in ENT, it ain’t
gonna happen here. What we have seen very obvi-
ously bridges the gap from ENT to TMP in ship
design, production design, etc. and NOT from the
60’s aesthetic! Why they won’t call it a re-imagin-
ing or rebooting of the show is beyond me, because
the evidence shows otherwise. My guess is that this
approach was decided on by the the studio. That’s
FINE with me, but in the words of James Cawley,
it’s not what I would have done. So, JJ, Roberto,
am I not correct in this conclusion?
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The approach was NOT decided by the studio. It was
APPROVED by the studio when we pitched them our col-
lective vision of Trek. We have been careful not to put too
much stock in terms like re-boot or re-imagining because
these terms do not sufficiently describe, in my opinion, the
way in which Star Trek (Zero) will fit into the continuum. 

Brian: I’m not sure if the (zero) really means any-
thing, but I’m really hoping that this isnt going to
be the title. I would be fine with not going Star
Trek XI, even if it’s just called Star Trek (no bloody
numbers or colon), I feel that the Zero would give
it too much of the “Star Wars” feel when they did
the prequels.

Roberto Orci: Agreed. As we’ve said before, it will simply
be Star Trek. We’ve used the term Star Trek Zero a few
times to remind new audiences who have felt that Trek
has passed them by that they can tune in and be intro-
duced to the world anew.

Brian: You can count on me being for the first
showing I can get to!

Roberto Orci: Thanks — this site proves the dedication of
fan base, too. The last thing I want on my grave stone is
that I helped kill Star Trek. 

Red Shirt: How are you moving forward on Fringe
with the strike ongoing? And where has Alex been
hiding? I too went to UT, graduated in 1993 with a
degree in Radio/TV and Film. I am a little younger
than Rodriguez, but had film classes with Matt
Mcconaughey. Refresh my memory, but did you
spend any time at the communications building, or
were you a student of another discipline?

Roberto Orci: Luckily, we finished the script for Fringe
before the Strike hit, so FOX/WARNERS is going ahead
with giving us the green light to shoot it. As for Alex —
because Alex and I are the luckiest guys in the world, we
are also in the middle of production on our first movie as
producers under our KO shingle for our home studio,
DreamWorks. The movie is called EAGLE EYE. Started
shooting the same day as Trek, so he’s mostly handling
that while I mostly handle Trek. And yeah, I went the RTF
route, too and was there for a couple years… Hook ‘em
horns! 

Red Shirt: I don’t know how involved with
Michael Giachinno you are gonna be, but please
please PLEASE help JJ, et al to have a locked pic-
ture before he has to complete his score! For me
locked would mean the beats and edits are precise

and timed, even if temp FX, animatics, etc. are
being used as place holders. I think the Star Wars
prequels are a prime example of how a film score
can be butchered when a film is poorly conceived
during the shoot, i.e. trying to make a film come
together in the editing suite, more so than on the
printed screenplay page. I loathe how Luca$ cut
and pasted Williams’ score in those movies, just
like grabbing a wav file from an Avid bin, and slap-
ping it in the timeline, even if the leitmotif didn’t fit
the scene (like a sliver of Yoda’s theme in a scene
bereft of Yoda!). Goldsmith’s music is pretty iconic
with ST, from the features to TNG, and ST
Voyager’s theme music. There is a lot of history
there. Horner’s scores are great also. I do really
like Giachinno, and for those of you out there who
don’t know his work please check out the score to
The Incredibles or the Pixar short “Lifted” to listen
to his range. “Lifted” alone tells me he is gonna
knock ST0’s score out of the park. 

Roberto Orci: Interesting point about the score… will
keep that in mind moving forward.

Rusty McCoy: Now that you have finished filming
on the bridge set, what are the plans for them? Is
Paramount planning on storing them for sequels or
will they get tossed in file 13(the dumpster)? And
again thanks for the interaction — its been great.

Roberto Orci: The bridge will be boxed or crated, but not
destroyed… just in case we need it… 

Red Shirt: Wow, Roberto! giving your pal Alex the
first letter in your production shingle (The K before
the O) Aren’t you generous! I guess it has a more
powerful ring to have a knockout (KO) punch than
to just be (OK) (Orci/Kurtzman) And yes, Hook ‘Em
Horns! I fully expect a veiled Bevo, burnt orange, or
40 acres reference in your future works. I’ll keep
an eye out for it.

Roberto Orci: Tell me about it. Sadly, I couldn’t argue
that KO was a better combo than OK productions! But we
still switch our names on every screenplay, so I can take
some comfort there. 

Charles Trotter: I am a contributor and adminis-
trator at Memory Alpha (http://www.memory-
alpha.org/). Did you guys use Memory Alpha when
researching for the movie? And if so, can MA expect
to receive a mention in the end credits?

Roberto Orci: We absolutely used Memory Alpha during
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the entire process, and still reference it occasionally during
production. It was great to be able to refer the less edu-
cated members of the team to your great site. THANK
YOU! Will see what I can do about credits. Not a bad idea
at all. 

Shawn: I just got a quick screenwriting question
related to Star Trek. How many pages is the final
shooting draft? and how long do you think the
movie will be? Do you believe in the rule of one
page of script equals one page of screen time? I
read somewhere that Transformers was 106 pages
and it ended up being two hours and twenty some
odd minutes, can you clarify this in relation to Star
Trek? Keep up the good work and thanks for talk-
ing with the fans.

Roberto Orci: The script is about 128 pages. Sometimes,
production changes the margins slightly for formatting rea-
sons, giving a 1-5 page variance. We’d love it to be as
close to 2 hours as possible. Too early to tell until we real-
ly get into editing. Transformers was over 130 pages long,
and Bay dragged the action out even longer. … the rule of
thumb is that a page = a minute of screen time… in gen-
eral.

Red Shirt: Also, on a serious note, do you speak
Spanish? If so, I wonder if you plan on being part
of the Spanish looping for Latin American release of
this film. Did you ever respond as to whether you
and/or Alex have any screen time in this movie?

Roberto Orci: I do speak Spanish. As far as a cameo, i
really want to try and enjoy seeing Trek as a fan, and
nothing would take me out of the movie more than to see
my stupid face up there (or Alex’s).

Charles Trotter: How long did it take you and Alex
to write the script? Can you tell us the exact day
you started up through the last day you worked on
it? Also… is David Witz the film’s UPM? If so, does
that mean Chernov is no longer UPM? And do you
think Stratton Leopold will still receive some type
of credit in the film? Why did he leave, anyway?
Obviously, you’re not obligated to answer all or any
of these questions and I will understand if you
don’t, lol! Still, whatever you can answer will be
greatly appreciated. 

Roberto Orci: Took us about 4 months to write the
script. David Witz is indeed the UPM. Chernov is Exec
Producer. don’t know the status is Leopold’s credit. 

RoobyDoo: Which of the characters was most dif-

ficult to write?

Roberto Orci: The two characters that were the most dif-
ficult to write were the villain and Kirk himself. Kirk in par-
ticular can de deceptive because you can fall into the trap
of making him 2 dimensional because you think you know
him so well or because you think his behavior in any given
situation is a foregone conclusion — rather than treating
him as a true character who has free will and has to make
decisions. Easy to get lazy when writing known characters. 

SPB: If you’re still haunting these boards, I was
just curious (don’t worry, I’m not looking for spoil-
ers): Were there any particular episodes of The
Original Series that helped shape your and Alex’s
takes on Kirk, Spock, McCoy, et al, when writing
their characters and trying to find their “voices?”
And did you listen to any particular TREK sound-
tracks while writing, to help get you in the mood?

Roberto Orci: Many episodes — Balance of Terror stands
out, as do ST2,3,4,and 6, and a couple of the Judith and
Garfield Reeves Stevens novels. And the James Horner
sound tracks are to this day some of my favorite scores of
any movie ever. Absolutely listened to them for inspiration
during the writing process

Harry Ballz: I know you were inundated with 600
queries the other day, but I’d love to hear your
take on my “tingle” question….. Namely, in
Yesterday’s Enterprise when Picard says, “let’s
make sure history never forgets the name
Enterprise”, the hair on the back of my neck stood
up…..a real “tingle” moment. With that in mind,
how many “tingle” moments are there like that in
the new Star Trek film…..best guess?

Roberto Orci: First, I too am on record, i believe on this
very site, that the moment you mentioned choked me up
as well. Every time. So I completely know what you mean.
Never know what moments will work at the end of the
day, but we were shooting for that exact feeling several
times. Let’s see… my best guess… hopefully… between 6
and 10… I pray. 

Regular Joe: I know your focus is on this movie
and after it, hopefully, a couple sequels. Beyond
that, do you believe Trek will be returning as a TV
series at some point? If so, would you and the rest
of KABLO [Kurtzman, Abrams, Burk, Lindelof, Orci]
hope to be involved?

Roberto Orci: I honestly don’t know. I can’t speak for the
others, but for me, I don’t want to be involved unless we
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really have a genuine vision for what a series should be. If
I — for one minute — feel myself going stale or jumping
on something Trek based on no other reason than past
success or whatever, than I will resign my commission. It
may be that someone else will have a better, more pas-
sionate idea about how to do a series, and I would hope
none of our egos get in their way.

Having said all that, I would [love] to see a series…

AM THX-1138: Out of all the cast members, the
one that I am most curious about at this point is
Simon Pegg. I think that JJ said that he was out of
the country (England?) while the chat was going on
at strength. I was wondering if there was some-
thing secret or hush, hush about his portrayal of
Scotty and that’s why we haven’t seen him. I was
skeptical at first of his casting but admit to warm-
ing up to the idea recently. I guess I was such a
McGillion fan that I was blinded to other choices.
Back to Pegg; it seems that he hasn’t been as pub-
licly available as the other cast members. Any rea-
soning behind this? How about a photo of him with
black hair? A bone tosed in this direction?

Roberto Orci: Nothing particularly more secretive about
his involvement than anyone else. Many have expressed
concern that his interpretation would somehow be a joke
given his background, but I can assure you that his per-
formance will be tonally in line with the film.

Caltech: Haven’t asked a question yet, so though
I’d give it a shot! The two things I’ve always loved
about Star Trek are: 1) it’s humanity and 2) it’s
portrayal of our technological future. In terms of
the second, one thing that has kept me a fan all
these years is its keeping with established physics
and it’s postulation for where our physics and engi-
neering might eventually go! As a physicist, I can’t
tell you how close we actually are to making a
breakthrough that would lead to the kind of star
travel we see in ST. So my question is, have you
kept with past tradition and had academic consult-
ants on the film from science and engineering, to
make it as realistic as possible?

Roberto Orci: The short answer is yes. The more fun
answer is coming soon.

reptileboy:I would love to know how much they
understand that many Star Trek fans are scared by
this endeavour. At least with Rick Berman, Michael
Piller, Jeri Taylor etc, they had worked under peo-
ple close to Gene Roddenberry or directly under.

It’s hard not to see them as invaders of our realm.
It’s easy to say that Star Trek should appeal to the
broader audience, but when so many fans have
lived and breathed the franchise, to see even such
a talented group come in, it begs the question; Can
they be trusted.

I don’t often say this, but JJ and co. if you have
read my comment please understand that some
fans are standing on the edge not fully sure of
what to make of things. We’d love to see Star Trek
renew itself and grow, but really out worst fear is
that the entire franchise would be dealt a death
blow should the movie fail and fans not like it.

It’s hard to describe that as a fan of pretty much
the entire series so far, that until now I had never
felt such discontent over the direction and abilities
of the franchise that I’ve had to wonder how much
Star Trek meant to me.

Roberto Orci: We feel your fear. When you say that it’s
easy to see us as invaders of your realm, we know what
you mean. We prefer to think of ourselves as having been
recruited into Starfleet in an emergency. We don’t particu-
larly feel we deserve to be here over anyone else, and we
know we don’t have the benefit of Gene Roddenberry or
the amazing crews who have been stewards of this dream
before us. It just turned out that we were ready for duty
and our number came up, and we could either refuse the
call or take a swing. Don’t let our enthusiasm or confi-
dence lead you to believe that we aren’t also standing on
the edge, trying not to look down.

Luckily, we’ve had a little help. Nimoy’s blessing is a bea-
con of light that we have tried to follow like a ship in the
night. And the good wishes and blessings of the original
crew members or their children has been equally valu-
able.We know that Star Trek, more than any other cultural
treasure (with the exception, perhaps, of Star Wars),
belongs to the the most savvy and forward looking fans in
history. We believe many on our team came from within
your ranks. That is the reason why we have asked the
impossible from you — for your input or criticism even as
we seek to keep the story a secret, but the process an
open book.

It doesn’t mean we will make the right decisions, or that
we won’t make mistakes But if we fail, let it never be said
that our failure came through ignorance or disrespect of
Star Trek. Let not our failure ever tarnish the name…
ENTERPRISE.

… though we have no intention of failing.
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Chris Doohan To Have Role In ‘Star Trek
XI’

Chris Doohan, son of the original Scotty, James Doohan,
will be making his second appearance in a Star Trek film. 

As reported at Trekmovie.com, Chris Doohan, the son of
James Doohan, will have a role in the upcoming Star Trek
XI. Chris Doohan had appeared in Star Trek: The Motion
Picture as a background character in a crowd scene, along
with his brother Montgomery. 

“I’m tentatively scheduled to go in later next week to
film,” said Doohan, “but, like James Cawley, I still don’t
know exactly what I’m going to do. I can tell you that my

father would be happy with my position on the ship.” 

When Doohan first saw the Star Trek uniforms that had
been assembled, he was impressed. “I stood there in awe
of the rows and rows of Star Trek uniforms that seemed to
be everywhere,” he said. “The uniforms are incredible and
extremely well made. When it comes to wardrobe, they
definitely spared no expense and I can only imagine what
the Enterprise set will look like. I can’t wait to see it.” 

Doohan has not yet met Simon Pegg, who is playing the
young Scotty, but has exchanged emails with him. “We
may get together to toast my Father,” he said. “I guess I’ll
need to bring some green food coloring to put in our
drinks.”

Kirk Brothers To Be Seen As Children
In addition to “young James T. Kirk”, there will be a “child

James T. Kirk” in the Star Trek XI movie with the casting of
a child actor to play the role announced. 

As reported at Comingsoon.net , Jimmy Bennett, an
eleven-year-old actor, has been cast to play the role of a
young James Kirk in Star Trek XI. 

Bennett has appeared in such films as Hostage, The
Amityville Horror, Firewall, Poseidon and Evan Almighty. A
California native, Bennett has been appearing on televi-
sion since he was six years old, starting with work in com-
mercials. 

Trekmovie.com is reporting that a child version of James
Kirk’s older brother, George Samuel Kirk, has also been

cast. Fifteen-year-old Spencer Daniels will be taking on the
role. Daniels has been seen in various television episodes
including: Mad TV, Cold Case and The Office. He is cur-
rently working on The Curious Case of Benjamin Button,
which tells the story of a man who starts aging backwards.
Daniels plays Benjamin Button as a twelve-year-old. 

It has been revealed that the adolescent Kirk brothers
will have a scene together. With the knowledge that
Winona Kirk appears pregnant during the film, it would
appear that the film will cover different parts of James
Kirk’s life from childhood through adulthood, jumping from
one time period to another. 

To read more, head to the articles located here and here.

Patrick Stewart Returns To His Acting
Roots

A member of the Royal Shakespeare Company for nearly
twenty years when he won the role of Jean-Luc Picard,
Patrick Stewart has returned to his Shakespeare roots,
starring in Macbeth. 

As reported at the New York Times, Stewart will be tak-
ing on the role of Macbeth in the play of the same name.
This original interpretation of Macbeth is set in Stalinist
Russian, a Russia where treachery, atrocity and paranoia
abounds. 

Stewart was ready for the challenge of playing the
demanding role. “I used to recite Shakespeare from mem-

ory,” he said. “I just learned all these big speeches. That’s
what’s so interesting about playing Macbeth this year,
because I’ve known these speeches all my life.” 

Director Rupert Goold has directed Stewart once before,
in The Tempest. “I’ve tried to get to the depth of what his
assets are as an actor,” he said of Stewart. “In ‘Macbeth’
he plays someone who becomes a completely psychotic,
deranged butcher, but he has a humanity, a basic soulful
decency, an everyman quality to him. It’s the same in ‘Star
Trek,’” he added. “The world around him is incredibly,
vividly surreal, with cyborgs and strange creatures, and
he’s the human heart of it.” 

To read the rest of the article, head to the link located
here. Thanks to Lady Eve for the tip!



USS  HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS  ONWARD14

TTHHEE  AANNVVIILL NNCCCC-22000044

Takei To Host Musical Event

George Takei will appear with the Minnesota Orchestra
as part of a program featuring Star Trek and other space-
bound sources. 

As reported by StarTribune.com, Takei will replace
Leonard Nimoy as guest host for the Minnesota Orchestra
on February 1st and 2nd. Nimoy had to bow out due to
his filming schedule for Star Trek XI. 

Conducted by Sarah Hatsuko Hicks, the program will fea-
ture music from Star Trek and Star Wars as well as music
from other space-type sources. Excerpts from Gustav
Holst’s The Planets, including Mars and Jupiter will also be
featured. 

“Music is an organic part of so many science-fiction
films,” said Takei. “When you’re boldly going where no one
has gone before, that also involves the spirit soaring, and
music is the vehicle that transports you there.” 

The concerts will have a visual element as well as Takei’s
spoken accompaniment. Images from the Mars Exploration
Rover and Hubble Space Telescope missions will be pro-
jected on a screen located above the orchestra. 

To read more about this event, head to the article locat-
ed here. 

In other Takei news, Trekweb.com reported on the latest
issue of Starburst Magazine which featured an extensive
interview with Takei. He spoke about the fact that William
Shatner would not be appearing in Star Trek XI. “Kirk’s
death was visibly seen on film,” he said. “Science fiction is
wonderful, but to be credible, there has to be some veri-
ties. With Spock, he’s got a lot of special Science fiction
things. We did one movie, The Wrath of Khan - where
Spock dies - but we followed it up with a movie titled The
Search for Spock. You can’t finish a movie like that saying
“Well, we didn’t find him !” So Spock is a very special
character, Kirk is a humanoid and Bill Shatner has to
accept that.”

Seven of Nine Due With Two of Two

Jeri Ryan posed recently to show off her expanding
waistline as she awaits the birth of child number two. 

As reported at the
Celebrity Baby Blog, Jeri
Ryan is in blooming good
health and is excited about
the upcoming birth of her
daughter, who was con-
ceived on Ryan’s honey-
moon. 

Pregnancy is more fun the
second time for the former
Voyager actress. “I didn’t
think I wanted to be a mom
at all,” she said about her
first pregnancy. “I was just
terrified. I had migraines
every day and horrible back
pain. I didn’t have one mil-

lisecond where I was the glowing happy pregnant woman.
Not for a millisecond.” 

Ryan married French chef Christophe Emé last June, in
France. They honeymooned in Italy and Ryan’s plan was
to “come back pregnant.” The thirty-nine-year-old actress

knew that the odds were against here, but a surprise was
in store for her. “ I think we were back a day and a half
when I took a pregnancy test,” said Ryan. “I watched a
blue minus line appear in the control window, then anoth-
er in the test window. I almost cried because I thought,
‘Well, I’m not.’ A minute later, a much darker vertical line
appeared. It took a minute for it to register and then I
just started sobbing.” 

Her husband took the news of the quick pregnancy in
stride after the initial surprise. “I couldn’t even talk to
Christophe,” said Ryan. “He just kind of looked at me and
his eyes got really big. I was trying to explain to him how
unusual it is at thirty-nine to get pregnant the first time
you try. We have so many friends going through fertility
treatments and having such a hard time. His response
was, ‘Well, I’m French.’ 

Ryan’s thirteen-year-old son from a prior marriage, Alex,
had been asking for a sibling for years, said Ryan. When
she told him of the news, he said “You mean you’re hav-
ing sex already?” Ryan remembered that when she was
Alex’s age, a friend’s mother had become pregnant Ryan
and her friend were “mortified”. 
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-
mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the
evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).
When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to
include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-
wide listing can be viewed online at:
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,
dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at
11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to
Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of
three months time between your submission and the con-
vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who's contributed information to
the list, including: Ed Dravecky, Ivarr Brokksson, Tim
Brazeal, Ben Daw, David Keating, Kass James, Ray Tesi,
Kevin Rohrer, Inge Heyer, Max Saltonstall, Andrea
Morgan, Renda Carr, Ximon Dunedain, Damien
Christopher, Lawrence Stuckey, Gilder McCarroll, Mary
Kane, Rick Albritton, Valorie Shearfield, Michael Everett,
Stephanie Reeves, Ann Towey, Randy Davis, Larry
Wooters, James Jackson, Gaddy Bergmann, John
Shoberg, Vic Medina, Cole Houston, Mark Marmor and
Laura Inglis  

Feb 15 - 17, 2008 Furry Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 1511, Madison, AL 35758 
http://www.furryweekend.com/ 
furryweekend@furryweekend.com Guests: Bonk
Longtail, Tilt Longtail   

Feb 23 Anime Dave in Davie, Davie, Florida Info: PO Box
4012, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33338 Ph: 954-882-2950   

Feb 28 - Mar 2, 2008 Sleuthfest, Deerfield Beach, Florida
Info: 6619 Roxbury Lane, Miami Beach, FL 33141
http://www.mwa-florida.org/sleuthfest.htm Guests: Lee
Child, Doug Lyle   

Mar 7 - 9, 2008 MegaCon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box
1097, Safety Harbor, FL 34695 Ph: 727-796-5725
http://www.megaconvention.com/ info@megaconven-
tion.com 

Mar 14 - 16, 2008 Omegacon, Birmingham, Alabama Info:
PO Box 249, Gardendale, AL 35071 http://omegacon.us/
OmegaCon@OmegaCon.us Guests: Ray Park, Kevin
Sorbo, Suzi Lorainne, George Takei, Rena Owen,
Veronica Cartwright, Richard Hatch, Patrick Burns, Bill
Johnson, Yaphet Kotto, Julie Caitlin Brown, Kimberly Lynn
Cole, Larry Butler, Jim O'Rear, Ted Alderman, Lightning
Bear, Tom Stedham, Jeffrey Breslauer, Lee Shackleford,
Michael Mapes, John Zaffis, Chip Coffey, Reese Christian,
Dianna Avena, Dusty Smith, Joey Ward, Ben Bova, David
Drake, David Webe, The Wandering Men, David Kopaska-
Merkel, Rosemary Ellen Guiley, Ted Kosmatka, Kay
Kenyon, Louise Marley, Anthony Taylor, J.F. Lewis, M.
Keaton, David Carter, William H. Drinkard, Van Allen
Plexico, Allen Hammack, Shane Moore, Chris Fleming,
M.B. Weston, Ann Aguirre, Mike Resnick, Lou Anders,
Chris A. Jackson, Joy Ward, Marilyn Kosmatka, Haley
Elizabeth Garwood, Christina Barber, Allan Gilbreath,
Andrea Dean Van Scoyoc, Bill Snodgrass, Alan Dean
Foster, David Sherman, Dan Cragg, Steven Brust, Eric
Flint, Sherrilyn Kenyon, Don Sakers, Gary Babb, Brom,
Jael, Todd Lockwood, David Kopaska-Merkel, Les
Johnson, Laura M. Edwards Ph.D., Dr. David Finkelstein,
Dr. Perry A. Gerakines, Dr. Seth Shostak, Dr. Stephen
Howe, 7 Days Away, Jeff Ugly Shoes and the Cemetery
Surfers, Coyote Run, Happy Lemmy, Seven Cycle Theory,
Mankind Is Obsolete, Seance Fiction, Spectremen, Henris
Notions, Heritage Pipe & Drums, Elusive Groove, Killjay,
Inhalt:Man, Cockfight Club, Hoolie, Henri's Notions, Jasper
Coal, David Harmer, Winckler Productions, M.A.R.S.
Productions, Aberrant Dreams, Fandom Comics, Lycan
Entertainment, Tommy Hayes, Seraphina   

Mar 19 - 23, 2008 IAFA-29, Orlando, Florida Info: ICFA
Registrar, Post Office Box 50517, Eugene, OR 97405
http://www.iafa.org/ Guests: Vernor Vinge, Roger
Luckhurst, Greer Ilene Gilman, Brian Aldiss   
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Mar 28 - 30, 2008 Naruto-Star Trek Convention, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida Info: PO Box 970131, Boca Raton, FL
33497 Ph: 561-479-3872 http://www.narutotrek.com/
info@narutotrek.com Guests: Maile Flanagan, James
Cawley, Naruto Uzumaki, Aaron Pabone, The
Punktuations   

Apr 4 - 6, 2008 Eyecon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box
470742, Lake Monroe, FL 32747 Ph: 407-435-1288
http://www.eyeconfla.com/
submission@eyeconfla.com Guests: Jared Padalecki,
Chad Lindberg, Alona Tal   

Apr 11 - 13, 2008 CoastCon 31, Biloxi, Mississippi Info:
PO Box 1423, Biloxi, MS  39533
http://www.coastcon.org/ coastcon_inc@yahoo.com
Benefits: Hope Haven Children's Shelter   

May 2 - 4, 2008 Galaxy of Stars, Jackson, Mississippi
Info: 109 Fairmont Cove, Brandon, MS 39047 Ph: 601-
941-3470 http://www.jimmytonerecords.com contac-
tus@jimmytonerecords.com Guests: Robert Picard,
Tracy Scoggins, Richard Hatch   

May 2 - 4, 2008 Galaxy of Stars, Jackson, Mississippi
Info: 109 Fairmont Cove, Brandon, MS 39047 Ph: 601-
941-3470 http://www.jimmytonerecords.com 
contactus@jimmytonerecords.com

May 16 - 18, 2008 Jacon, Kissimmee, Florida Info: 10025
Lone Tree Lane, Orlando, FL 32836
http://www.jacon.org/ registration@jacon.org Guests:
Richard Horvitz, George Lowe, Damon Dykes, Amy Lester   

May 16 - 18, 2008 Mobicon, Mobile, Alabama Info: PO
Box 161632 Mobile, AL 36616 http://www.mobicon.org/
dragynwing@gmail.com Benefits: The Bay Area Food
Bank   

May 23 - 25, 2008 Florida Supercon, Weston, Florida
Info: PO Box 4012, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33338 Ph: 954-882-
2950 http://www.floridasupercon.com/ 
info@floridasupercon.com Guests: James Phelps, Oliver
Phelps, Stanislav Ianevski, Carmine Infantino, Grey
Delisle, Dan Slott, Richard Epcar, Kyle Baker, Ellyn Stern,
Dick Giordano, Peelander-Z, Alex Saviuk, Sophie McNutt,
Mark Sparacio, Chickenbox, Allen Bellman, Select Start,
Terry Cronin, Pat Martin, Manuel Aguilera, Rob Grantio,
Greg Kirkpatrick, Glenda Finkelstein   

May 23 - 25, 2008 Oasis, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box
592905, Orlando, FL 32859-2905 http://oasfis.org/oasis/
sanmiguel@earthlink.net Guests: David Gerrold, John
Scalzi, Paul Vincenti, Bill Sutton, Brenda Sutton   

May 30 - Jun 1, 2008 Wrath of Con, Panama City, Florida
Info: 101 Queens Circle, Panama City, FL 32405 Ph: 206-
350-1273 http://www.wrathofcon.org/ 
info@wrathofcon.org Guests: Jerry Doyle, Gigi Edgley,
Virginia Hey, Richard Hatch, Aaron Douglas, Tahmoh
Penikett, Chase Masterson, Robert Meyer Burnett, Andrew
Probert, David Wellington, Dr. Travis Taylor, Dr. Phil Plait   

Jun 6 - 8, 2008 Sci Fi Summer Con, Atlanta, Georgia
Info: PO Box 957203, Duluth, GA 30095 
http://www.sfscon.net info@sfscon.net   

Jul 18 - 20, 2008 MetroCon, Tampa, Florida Info: 4501
Manatee Avenue West #304, Bradenton, FL 34209-3952
http://www.animemetro.com/metroconventions/
info@animemetro.com

Aug 2 - 3, 2008 Ancient City Con, Jacksonville, Florida
Info: c/o Den of Dreams Books & Games, 805 Oak Arbor
Cir, St. Augustine ,FL 32084
http://www.ancientcitycon.com/ 
feedback@ancientcitycon.com

Aug 29 - Sep 1, 2008 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia Info:
PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph: 770-909-0115
http://www.dragoncon.org/ dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Sep 19 - 21, 2008 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ mailto:info@awa-con.com

Oct 10 - 12, 2008 Necronomicon, Tampa, Florida Info:
PO Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33564-2213
http://stonehill.org/necro.htm 
RaggedyAnn@stonehill.org Guests: Fredrick Pohl, Julie
E. Czerneda, Rick Wilbur   

Nov 7 - 9, 2008 Anime Supercon, Weston, Florida Info:
PO Box 4012, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33338 Ph: 954-882-
2950 http://www.animesupercon.com/ 
mike@floridasupercon.com

Convention data provided by Fanboy's Convention List,
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/
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