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BBYY VIICCEE ADDMMIIRRAALL DAANNNNYY POOTTTTSS

Greetings, Programs! 

What a great turnout we had at the Spring Fundraiser!
We had representatives from 6 other Chapters in the
Region, as well a a representative from the local chapter
of the Browncoats. We had Munchkin.... We had
Hold’em... We had Dalmuti... and we even managed to not
have police called on us! That’s a successful party! 

2008, as I just recalled, is the 20th Anniversary of the
USS Hephaestus. We launched as a shuttle in September
of 1988, and have existed continuously as a chapter of
STARFLEET that entire time. That’s quite an accomplish-
ment! This fall, during out end-of-year celebration, I think
we’ll have even one more reason to celebrate! More on
this as the year develops. 

By the time you’re reading this, Free Comic book day will
have come and gone. Every year it’s bigger than the last,
and I sure this year was no different. 

Probably, many of you aren’t aware that I’ve been having
problems with my neck/throat again. I’ve been trying to
sort through them, figure out what is actually going on. I’ve
finally decided to enlist my doctor’s help again, and hope-
fully this will get cleared up soon. Until then, I may not be
as reachable or online as much as you might be used to. 

Work has taken a nice turn. My responsibilities at work
have increased again, and I’m taking more responsibility
for the overall direction that out development work goes.
I’m sure this is going to cut into ‘fun time’, just not sure
how much. 

More than a few people have asked me about the recent
letter sent by our President, Sal Lizard, to all the members
of STARFLEET. I can tell you what I know, that Sal has
apparently retained an attorney for STARFLEET that has
indicated some issues that we have to address, and his
letter was an attempt to make us aware of what was going
on. I’m not sure that the letter accomplished his goal, but

I’m keeping tabs on what’s happening at the International
Level, and will make you aware if there’s something more
substantial to come. 

We won three awards at the Region 2 Summit in March:
Best Electronic Newsletter, Best Newsletter and the
Intereactive Award for Personal Achievement. It’s great
that we continue to be at the forefront of Region 2 after all
these years, and I have nothing but an exceptional crew to
thank for it. 

Next time you see Neil Yawn, be sure to congratulate
him on his promotion to Commodore. Getting one Flag
Rank promotion is hard enough, but getting a second one
shows a level of commitment and participation that few
exhibit in STARFLEET. Neil’s a vital asset to our crew, and
deserving of the promotion. 

It’s been a while since I’ve talked about the Region 2
World of Warcraft Guild. It’s time to revisit that subject! The
World of Warcraft Guild is growing at an amazing rate! It’s
a rare night that we don’t have close to 10 people playing
at the same time, which is quite an accomplishment, con-
sidering that a year ago we didn’t have that member peo-
ple in the Guild! We’re gaining members at almost a week-
ly rate now! 

More than a few people have asked me about the recent
letter sent by our President, Sal Lizard, to all the members
of STARFLEET. I can tell you what I know, that Sal has
apparently retained an attorney for STARFLEET that has
indicated some issues that we have to address, and his
letter was an attempt to make us aware of what was going
on. I’m not sure that the letter accomplished his goal, but
I’m keeping tabs on what’s happening at the International
Level, and will make you aware if there’s something more
substantial to come. 

I’ll be seeing ya...
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Wow! I cant believe it’s already time for another
briefing! Where has the time gone? The spring
cookout was a great success with good food and
good fellowship. It reminded me that this is part
of what Starfleet is all about. We had seven
Region 2 ships represented: USS Republic, USS
Da Vinci, USS New Hope, USS Rising Moon,
Dark Silence Station, USS Blue Sun, and, of
course,USS Hephaestus. Also, one Region 1
ship was in attendance : USS Nikola Tesla.
There were games and other activities for the
children. Game lovers could choose from Texas
Hold ‘Em, Dalmuti, or Munchkin. I played Texas
Hold ‘Em, but didn’t do very well. I went out third.
But I did wind up with a prize, the book Texas
Hold ‘Em for Dummies. I’ve already been study-
ing it, so I want to warn Danny, Dennis, Mark

Adam and Brenda to get ready! I plan to soon be
a master of the game, (or at least be able to play
better.)

Now for news. Our May social will be a “meet &
eat” at Pete and Sue Ellen’s home. These are
always lots of fun, so make plans now to attend.
Socials for the rest of the year will be posted in
the Anvil soon.  We have a big anniversary com-
ing up soon and weÕll be announcing plans for
that soon also. If you have a suggestion for a
social event or a day trip, just let Pete know.
well, that”s it. See you at the Mohneys.

Pat Hicks  

The April Business Meeting was held at the ever popular
Kingdom Comics in Vestavia Hills. Attendance was normal
with one visitor. So therefore, Starfleet 101 made an
appearance. Since this was the first meeting since the
Summit, the awards and promotions that affected the
chapter were gone over. Upcoming dates were gone
over....The Spring Cookout, Free Comic Book Day...
Several items on the Fleet level were gone over, Sal’s let-
ter to the membership, status of the R1 RC, the difference
between the ‘Official’ and ‘Unofficial’ list serve. Then
those who wanted to report in did so. Pat Hicks, our XO,

mentioned the need for some corrections on the Anvil crew
listing page (ie, correct rank, etc). She also had some sug-
gestions for some panels at the Summits. MarkAdam
reported that BAM (Books A Million) had some new books
coming out, Serenty and Terok Nor. Roy Green told us
about some of the exhibits that the Museum of Art,
McWane Center, Library and the Zoo had going on. After
everyone had reported what they wanted to report the
meeting was adjourned and everyone went their separate
ways.

Captain Pat Hicks

by Rear Admiral Denby Potts
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Date Event/Time Location
May 5 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
May 17 Social Meeting Mohney’s TBA
June 2 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm

* Event still in planing stages, date and time and exact event tba
ALL EVENTS AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO THIS SECTION FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.

Starting Balance : 490.98

Income: 11.00  (Sale of books)

Expense:  (82.84)  (Chick-fil-A party trays)
(25.00)   (Party Supplies)

Ending Balance: 394.14

deGruy (Individual) - 03/27/2008
Simmons (Family) - 04/12/2008
Hicks (Family) - 05/22/2008
Benton (Individual) - 05/24/2008
Greening (Individual) - 05/22/2008
Lindsay (Family) - 08/03/2008
Miller (Family) - 08/04/2008
Carr (Individual) - 08/04/2008
Mohney (Family) - 11/03/2008
Evans (Individual) - 11/10/2008
Yawn (Family) - 11/27/2008
Green (Individual) - 12/18/2008
Mangina (Individual) - 03/03/2009
Potts (Family) - 02/20/2010
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WORDSEARCH
MONOPOLY
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Vice Admiral – Captian

PPaatt  HHiicckkss, Captain - 1st Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Fleet Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Rear Admiral

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn,, Lt.

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

VVaaccaanntt

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy, Vice Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Crewman

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy,, Cadet 3rd Class

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy,,  Cadet

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Ensign

EEddwwaarrdd  ddeeGGrruuyy, Lt. Comm

MMaarrkkAAddaamm  MMiilllleerr, Lt.

BBrreennddaa  MMiilllleerr,,  Lt. J. G 

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Captain

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD
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J.J. Abrams Says Star Trek Universe Has
Never Been Given This Treatment

LOS ANGELES — J.J. Abrams grew up more a fan
of Luke Skywalker and Han Solo than of James Kirk
and his Vulcan buddy Spock. So why is a self-pro-
fessed “Star Wars” kid directing “Star Trek”?

“It was an opportunity to take what I think has
been a maligned world - to sound crass, a franchise -
and treat it in a way that made it something that I
wanted to see,” said Abrams, who recently finished
shooting on “Star Trek,” due in theatres May 8, 2009.
“To take the characters, the thoughtfulness, the per-
sonalities, the sense of adventure, the idea of
humanity working together, the sense of social com-
mentary and innovation, all that stuff. To take it and
apply it in a way that felt genuinely thrilling.”

Abrams, creator of TV’s “Lost” and “Alias” whose
big-screen credits include “Mission: Impossible III,”
shared some “Trek” thoughts with The Associated
Press in an interview to promote the DVD release of
his monster movie “Cloverfield.”

While he enjoyed the TV show about Capt. Kirk,
First Officer Spock and their Enterprise crew mates,
Abrams said he was not a rabid fan.

In this age of make-or-break opening weekends,
the revival of the franchise seven years after the last
movie (“Star Trek: Nemesis”) flopped may depend on
introducing a new generation to the exploits of the
23rd century explorers rather than just hooking old
fans.

“The whole point was to try to make this movie for
fans of movies, not fans of ‘Star Trek,’ necessarily,”’
Abrams said. “If you’re a fan, we’ve got one of the
writers who’s a devout Trekker, so we were able to
make sure we were serving the people who are com-
pletely enamoured with ‘Star Trek.’ But we are not
making the movie for that contingent alone.

“You can’t really make a movie for them. As soon
as you start to guess what you think they are going
to want to see, you’re in trouble. You have to make
the movie in many ways for what you want to see
yourself, make a movie you believe in. Then you’re

not second-guessing an audience you don’t really
have an understanding of.”

After the 1960s TV show went off the air, it
remained alive in syndication, and the original cast
led by William Shatner as Kirk and Leonard Nimoy as
Spock was reunited for six big-screen movies.

Four more movies followed starring Patrick Stewart
and the cast of the 1980s and ‘90s update “Star
Trek: The Next Generation,” while the “Trek” universe
expanded to include three other TV series.

Abrams’ “Star Trek” takes the franchise back to its
beginning, with a young cast re-creating the
Enterprise crew: Chris Pine as Kirk, Zachary Quinto
as Spock, Karl Urban as Dr. McCoy, Simon Pegg as
engineer Scott, John Cho as helmsman Sulu, Zoe
Saldana as communications officer Uhura and Anton
Yelchin as navigator Chekov.

“It’s a chance to see what Kirk and Spock would
look like done now,” Abrams said. “What’s thrilling
about it is how great the cast is, how remarkably tal-
ented and funny and just spot-on they all are.”

Nimoy also reprises his role as the older Spock,
though Shatner - whose Kirk was killed at the end of
the seventh movie, “Star Trek: Generations” - does
not appear.

Abrams would not share plot details, saying only
that the movie would remain faithful to the original
while breaking new ground in action, drama and
visual effects, which are being crafted by “Star Wars”
creator George Lucas’ Industrial Light and Magic out-
fit.

“I feel like this is so unlike what you expect, so
unlike the ‘Star Trek’ you’ve seen. At the same time,
it’s being true to what’s come before, honouring it,”
Abrams said. “I can say the effects for ‘Star Trek’
have never, ever been done like this. ... I can only
tell you the idea of the universe of ‘Star Trek’ has
never been given this kind of treatment.” 
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George Takei Happy with the Casting of
John Cho as the New Sulu

CALGARY, AB (CinemaSpy) — Speaking at the
recent Calgary Comic and Entertainment Expo, Star
Trek actor George Takei expressed satisfaction over

the casting of John Cho as
U.S.S. Enterprise helms-
men Hikaru Sulu in Star
Trek XI. Takei won the
hearts of Trek fans for his
portrayal of Sulu in the
original series of Gene
Roddenberryís space
opera, as well as the sub-
sequent animated series
and movie spin-offs. Like
all of the characters from
the original Star Trek

series, Sulu has been recast for the big screen reboot
of the franchise, which is being directed by J.J.
Abrams.

“I am very happy with that casting,” Takei said. “I
knew of John’s work from way before. I’ve been
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the East West
Players, which is the oldest minority theatre company
in the U.S. ... and John appeared in about five or six
of our productions. He was impressive in all of those
productions.”

Takei said that he met
with the star of the
recently released Harold
and Kumar Escape from
Guantanamo Bay and the
young actor was not sure
if he could pull of the
iconic character of Sulu.
Takei put his mind at
rest, though.

“He was very excited,
but also nervous about
taking on this project and

he asked me to have lunch with him,” Takei said. “I
told him, Don’t worry. You’re going to be fantastic.

It’s going to be a great career boost for you, as if
you needed a boost, and before too long I’ll be
known as the old guy who played John Cho.”

Takei also indicated that the met with Abrams
before John Cho was cast. At that meeting Abrams
expressed concern over how fans would respond if a
non-Japanese actor was cast in the role of Sulu.

“I did have breakfast with J.J. Abrams,” said Takei.
“He was concerned because he was going to cast a
Korean-American actor and he thought there might
be some discussion by Star Trek fans. I told him
Geneís idea was to have Sulu represent all of Asia ...
Apparently J.J. didn’t know that, so he was quite
comforted by that background information and went
ahead and cast John Cho.”

The pan-Asian symbolism of Sulu’s character is
exemplified in his name, Takei said. He explained
that the name Sulu was chosen by Roddenberry for
the very reason that it is not Japanese.

“Gene Roddenberry was a real visionary and he
incorporated a lot of his own personal philosophy
into Star Trek,” said Takei. “He felt that the Starship
Enterprise was a metaphor for Starship Earth and the
strength of this starship lay in its diversity coming
together and working as a team in concert, each
contributing his or her unique talents, unique van-
tage points and unique experiential background ...
That’s what made the Enterprise that much stronger
and more competent at solving problems and chal-
lenges. We [the characters] would represent different
parts of the Earth ... He wanted my character to rep-
resent Asia.” 

“However, Asian names are all nationally specific,”
Takei adds. “Tanaka is Japanese, Wong is Chinese,
Kim is Korean and Asia has a very turbulent history
of warfare and oppression and colonization and so
forth. He didn’t want to have any nationally specific
name for [my] character. He was looking at a map of
Asia trying to figure out how to solve that problem
and he saw in the South China Sea the Sulu Sea ...
He thought, ‘Ah, the waters of that sea touch all
shores, and that’s how my character came to have
the name Sulu.’”
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His Scotty is a Tribute to James Doohan

The latest issue of Starburst magazine, just out in
the UK, features an exclusive interview with actor
Simon Pegg, the new Montgomery “Scotty” Scott in

J.J. Abrams upcoming Star
Trek prequel movie. Here are
few excerpts of the article,
cortesy of Sci Fi Pulse.

Regarding the secrecy sur-
rounding the production,
Pegg said “J.J. Wants it to be
a surprise, and people out
there are so clever, if you get
enough titbits out of every-
body you’ll be able to start
piecing something of the plot
together. If Anton gives

something away, then Zach or Chris gives something
away, then suddenly you start to see patterns, and

so the blanket idea is to
say nothing.”

Asked about the original
Scotty, the late James
Doohan, he said “I’m just
trying to do James Doohan
proud. My biggest thing
was not to go in there and
do an impression of James
Doohan. He went in there
and just came up with the
character.I decided to start
from scratch and play a

Scottish physics genius and engineer. And I kind of
did that as a tribute to James Doohan, because he
owns that role, and also I wouldn’t want anyone par-
odying him. That’s the biggest mistake. And no one
is going that on set, it’s all about the characters and
being true to them.”

Nichelle Nichols Reveals a Plot Detail of
New Star Trek Movie - Minor Spoilers

Jonja.net posted a new audio interview with TOS
actress Nichelle Nichols, in which she talks about her
time with NASA, the new Star Trek movie and her
apperances on Heroes. Here are few excerpts,

cortesy of TrekToday.
Beware of spoilers.

Nichols revelead a small
plot detail about the
ending of the new
movie, saying “I thought
it was fantastic, because
it’s a prequel. It is not
like they’re replacing
Uhura from the point in
time we left of with the
films, which would be
their right to do. Also I

might hurt them, bodily [if they did so]. But this was

a prequel, the months before, the time before, and
ends with our going off on that five year mission
where no man or woman had gone before. And I
heard it’s marvelous.”

Regarding her set visit and her meeting with direc-
tor J.J. Abrams, she said “I got a call from J.J. and
he invited me to lunch to ask me how I felt. He did
the courtesy, the honor of doing that. I thought that
was just unbelievable. Then I went on the set and
they were shooting...and when I went on the set, I
was being very quiet and I’m walking through and all
of a sudden everything stops. I mean the actors just
stopped in place. They saw me walk in and they
were in their lines, and went like ‘and sir we have
the...’. And that was such an honor bestowed upon
me. Because I went ‘Oh, I’m sorry!’ and then that
broke the thing and everyone laughed. It was very,
very funny.”
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Tahir Breaks Star Trek Barrier

Faran Tahir, who is soon to be seen as an Afghan
insurgent leader in Iron Man, told SCI FI Wire that
he went straight from that role to a part as a heroic
Federation starship captain in J.J. Abrams’ upcoming
Star Trek movie. Tahir, who was born in Los Angeles
to Pakistani parents, said he was honored to play the
first Star Trek captain of Middle Eastern ethnicity. 

Tahir described himself as being like a little kid
while shooting his scenes as Capt. Robau on a star-
ship bridge set. “The first thing is that you all of a
sudden go back to being 9 years old when you real-
ize that you’re going to be in Star Trek as a captain,”
Tahir said in an interview while promoting Iron Man. 

“You walk onto the bridge and you see that bridge,
and your first moment is not ‘What is my line?’” Tahir

said. “Your first moment in yourself is ‘Wow! I’m on
the bridge of a Federation ship, and I’m the captain.’
That’s exactly what went on in my head. You have to
get over that, and then you go, ‘OK, now let’s actual-
ly make him work.’” 

Tahir added that director Abrams’ decision to make
the character Middle Eastern was very much in keep-
ing with Star Trek tradition. “The thing that I love
about that idea is that, to me, it gives a lot of hope
that in the future all these racial divides and all these
cultural divides will be non-issues,” he said. “And
that’s the spirit of Star Trek, right? It’s about moving
forward with all of this. To me, as an actor, it was
very freeing to be able to do that, where my charac-
ter was not being seen through the prism of my cul-
tural or ethnic ties.”

Author Brian S. Matthews on Writing Star
Trek The Helena Chronicles Fan Series and
His Science-Fiction Novels

TrekWeb talks to science-fiction author Brian S.
Matthews about writing for the new fan film series
Star Trek The Helena Chronicles, the upcoming
Operation Beta Shield movie and his fan-favorite sci-
ence fiction novels set in the New Wilderness uni-
verse 

1- Brian, in “Obsessions”, the last episode of
Helena Chronicles, which you wrote the story and
teleplay, the Helena crew mutiny against the
Federation and are considered outlaws and rene-
gades by Starfleet. A very powerful cliffhanger. What
we can expect from there ? 

You can expect Faisal and Dao to have to deal with
the consequences of disobeying Star Fleet command.
You can also expect them be caught between a rock
and a hard place as the majority of Helena’s crew
won’t embrace the idea of their careers being flushed
out an airlock. This is a hard road they’re going
down, Helena Chronicles doesn’t have the reset but-

ton that’s often found in serialized science fiction. So
don’t expect a quick fix. Faisal can’t turn around say
“I’m sorry” and think that all will be forgiven. 

2- I understand that you wrote the remaining
episodes of the first season of Helena Chronicles,
including the epic season finale. Can you give us
some clues about those upcoming episodes ? 

I’ve actually written the scripts to the end of season
two, and season three is mostly outlined at this
point. I don’t know so much about giving clues, but
what I can say is that writing this far ahead allows
for an over-reaching continuity, so some off-handed
comment in a first season episode might not pay off
until the second or third season. In my opinion, the
goal of a Star Trek series is to go where no series
has gone before. What with the brilliant writing of
sci-fi past, that’s a tough thing to accomplish.
Odyssey’s in the Andromeda Galaxy, so it’s already in
a place where humans had yet to explore, but
Helena’s at home, in the very established Alpha
Quadrant. Taking the ship and its crew on a new
journey involved creating a situation that a Trek
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series hadn’t previously dealt with. 

3- Any major crossover between Helena
Chronicles and Odyssey in the future ? 

Odyssey is a retelling of Homer’s Odyssey. Helena
Chronicles, is, in part, Penelope’s side of that story,
so there is a connection between the two series. As
to the scope of crossovers between the two, that I
can’t go into at this time. 

4- The upcoming Hidden Frontier / Intrepid fea-
ture-length fan movie, Operation Beta Shield, is now
filming. How is seeing such an ambitious script of
yours coming to life ? Are you pleased with this proj-
ect ? 

The script is as much Rob Caves’s as it is mine,
since I followed his story outline very closely, and
seeing it come to life is wonderful. Not only is it nice
to know that Orphans of War inspired a demand for
more HF/Intrepid characters, it’s also very cool to
hear my dialogue spoken by established HF per-
sonas. During HF’s run I was merely an uninvolved
fan, so in a way, I feel included in the HF crew
retroactively. I’m particularly happy to be able to give
more screen time to the characters of S’Tal and
Andrew Barrett, as they were one of my favourite
couples to come out of HF. 

5 - Here is a question I asked Rob Caves and I
want to ask you too. The production values on
Odyssey and Helena Chronicles are very high - state-
of-the-art special effects, good acting and directing,
beautiful musical scores. The HF production team
have improved a lot since the early seasons of
Hidden Frontier, and the episodes now look like prop-
er Star Trek adventures. Still a lot of fans have a
prejudice against fan films. Do you know why ? 

Fan films have improved a great deal, but they still
have limitations mostly imposed by budgetary con-
straints. Being a fan of fan films, be they Star Trek,
Star Wars or any other genre, requires an under-
standing on the part of the viewer that everybody
involved is doing it as a labour of love, on their own
time, and paying for things out of their own pocket.

In the cases of prejudice against fan films, I’d say it’s
because the viewer is holding the product to unfair
standards, namely those of a high-budget television
series. 

6- How different is writing a full season of Star
Trek fan films episodes from writing your science fic-
tion novels ?

There are a number of differences. For one thing,
novels have no budget. If I want the moon to crash
into Cleveland, all it costs is a few keystrokes.
Screenplays also require a lot less control. In a
screenplay, two people having a discussion at a bar
only requires that I say they’re in a bar and then fill
in the dialogue. The actors and production crew take
it from there. In a novel, I have to create every
detail of that bar, from the smell of the place to how
many bowls of peanuts are on the bar top. Is it
night? Is it day? Is there heavy traffic outside? Do
we hear the click of pool balls, or is the only sound
an old Willie Nelson tune issuing from a jukebox? In
a novel, every single aspect is in control of the writer,
which at the same time as it provides creative free-
dom, it also necessitates a far greater attention to
detail.

In terms of writing scripts for a fan film, I have to
be cognizant of the tool set used by the crew and
the limits of the budget. Everything little thing costs
money, so it would be unrealistic, and unfair to the
crew, to place in the scripts expensive elements like
an army of Borgs. Makeup can be extremely expen-
sive, so races like the Jem’Hadar or Gorn are also out
of the question. Still, Areakt productions is very
adept with their tool set, allowing me to push the
envelope, putting in every script one or two things
that the crew can either achieve or discard at their
discretion. So far, Areakt Productions has risen to
every challenge. Good examples from Obsessions are
the astrometrics lab and the 100% CGI door through
which Heta’an exits Aster’s quarters.

But your question is specific to writing a full season
of a fan film. From the story arc point of view,
Helena Chronicles is similar to a novel in that it’s a
long story and the first five pages of the pilot script
are part of the same whole as the last five pages of



USS  HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS  ONWARD11

TTHHEE  AANNVVIILL NNCCCC-22000044

the series finale.

7- Your novels, New Wilderness and City of the
Currents, take place in a very different vision from
Star Trek optimistic view of the future, a very dark
and apocalyptic future. Can you talk more about this
universe and its genesis ?

The premise of the New Wilderness Trilogy is that
one day every mammal, reptile and avian on the
planet, along with a lot of the insects, turn on
humanity. Civilization the world over collapses quite
quickly. Ten years later the animals and insects are
still on the rampage and what few pockets of civiliza-
tion that remain exist by the skin of their teeth.

I wrote the first draft of New Wilderness in 1998. It
was inspired by a report on the radio of the discov-
ery of the world’s largest living organism, a fungus in
the Pacific Northwest that covered an area over a
hundred kilometres in diameter. I was thinking that
we were lucky this thing wasn’t mobile and carnivo-
rous, and that led me to wondering what sort of ani-
mal vs. humans story I could spin that hadn’t been
done before. Hitchcock cornered the market on the
birds, and there’s been loads of ants/bees/wasps sto-
ries, but anything else was limited to aberrations, a
rabid dog here, a couple of lions there. To my knowl-
edge nobody had tackled the idea of the animal king-

dom as a whole turning on mankind and staying
mean.

New Wilderness was finally published in 2004 and
received rave reviews. City on the Currents came out
a year later and moved the story to the ocean.

Although the state of the world obviously plays a
huge part, the New Wilderness Trilogy is mainly a
character story, about a handful of people trying to
live in this hostile environment while keeping their
sanity intact. 

8- There will be any future novels in the New
Wilderness universe ?

There’s going to be one more, The Last Walkabout,
which I’m finishing now. It will bring the characters’
stories to a conclusion and finally reveal why the ani-
mals turned on humanity. That said, there are plenty
of subtle clues littered throughout New Wilderness
and City on the Currents.

After The Last Walkabout I have no plans to write
another novel set in this world, but one never knows
what the future holds.

Official Synopsis for Post-Nemesis TNG Novel
Greater Than the Sum

Pocket Books released the official synopsis for the next
post-Nemesis TNG novel Greater than the Sum, written by

author Christopher L. Bennett, on sale
August 2008. Beware of spoilers.

The Starship Rhea has discovered a
cluster of carbon planets that seems
to be the source of the quantum
energies rippling through a section of
space. A landing party finds unusual
life-forms inhabiting one of the plan-
ets. One officer, Lieutenant T’Ryssa
Chen—a half-Vulcan—makes a tenu-
ous connection with them. But before
any progress can be made, the Rhea

comes under attack from the Einstein—a Starfleet vessel now
controlled by the Borg. The landing party can only listen in
horror as their comrades are assimilated. The Borg descend
to the planet, and just as Chen accepts that she will be
assimilated, the lieutenant is whisked two thousand light-
years away. 

A quantum slipstream—instantaneous transportation—is
controlled by these beings in the cluster, and in the heart of
the cluster there is now a Borg ship. Cut off from the rest of
the Borg collective, the Einstein cannot be allowed to rejoin
it. For the sake of humanity, the Borg cannot gain access to
quantum slipstream technology. 

Starfleet Command gives Captain Picard carte blanche: do
whatever he must to help the beings in the cluster, and stop
the Einstein no matter the cost.



USS  HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS  ONWARD12

TTHHEE  AANNVVIILL NNCCCC-22000044

Nana Visitor on Possible Deep Space Nine
Movie and Battlestar Galactica Role

Jonja.net
posted a new
audio inter-
view with for-
mer Star Trek
Deep Space
Nine actress
Nana Visitor.
In the inter-
view she talks
about her
career a bit,
DS9 and her
upcoming role
in Battlestar
Galactica. She
gives an
intersting hint
as to her

character fate in Galactica. Here are few excerpts.
Beware of minor spoilers.

Regarding the possibility of a Deep Space Nine
movie, Visitor said “It would have been maybe
something different than most of the fans wanted,
but I think it could have really crossed over because
everybody was really a good actor and they could
really hit some balls out of the park and I think it
would have been brilliant. Maybe not what people
wanted to see, but it would have been great.” 

About her upcoming role in a fourth season episode
of Battlestar Galactica where she will play a character
dying of cancer, Visitor said “What a pleasure that
was. Well, fun no, because I’m dying and losing my
hair, oh boy, talk about looking bad, top to bottom,
it’s a classy well done show where the writing mat-
ters and mythology matters and it’s just gritty and
wonderful, I was so impressed.” 

Visitor said that her character was not an Cylon. “I
am very, very human,” she explained. “But I do give
a glimpse of the other side once you die.” 
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-
mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the
evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).
When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to
include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-
wide listing can be viewed online at:
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,
dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at
11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to
Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of
three months time between your submission and the con-
vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to
the list, including: Tiziano De Santis, Ric Manns, Per
Malm, Scott Anderson, Melea Fowler, Tommy Brunswick,
Audree Harper, Kyle Y. Thomas, Chew Toy, Ivarr
Brokksson, Jake W. Paris, Stephen Clark, Ann Towey, MJ
Coates, Charles Fewlass, Jeff Waldridge, Ted Johnson,
Evan Cass, Neal Gibson, Terry Fitzpatrick, Tam R.
Czarnik, MD, Brian Greene, Nick Winks, Terry Meadows,
Ann Towey, D-chan, Mark Marmor and Laura Inglis  

May 16 - 18, 2008 Jacon, Kissimmee, Florida Info: 10025
Lone Tree Lane, Orlando, FL 32836 http://www.jacon.org/
registration@jacon.org Guests: Richard Horvitz, George
Lowe, Damon Dykes, Amy Lester   

May 16 - 18, 2008 Mobicon, Mobile, Alabama Info: PO
Box 161632 Mobile, AL 36616 http://www.mobicon.org/
dragynwing@gmail.com Benefits: The Bay Area Food
Bank   

May 16 - 18, 2008 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box
551437, Fort Lauderdale , FL 33355-1437 Ph: 954-888-
9697 http://www.vulkon.com/   

May 23 - 25, 2008 Florida Supercon, Weston, Florida
Info: PO Box 4012, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33338 Ph: 954-882-
2950 http://www.floridasupercon.com/ info@floridasuper-
con.com Guests: James Phelps, Oliver Phelps, Stanislav
Ianevski, Carmine Infantino, Grey Delisle, Dan Slott,
Richard Epcar, Kyle Baker, Ellyn Stern, Dick Giordano,
Peelander-Z, Alex Saviuk, Sophie McNutt, Mark Sparacio,
Chickenbox, Allen Bellman, Select Start, Terry Cronin, Pat
Martin, Manuel Aguilera, Rob Grantio, Greg Kirkpatrick,
Glenda Finkelstein   

May 23 - 25, 2008 Oasis, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box
592905, Orlando, FL 32859-2905 http://oasfis.org/oasis/
sanmiguel@earthlink.net Guests: David Gerrold, John
Scalzi, Paul Vincenti, Bill Sutton, Brenda Sutton   

May 23 - 26, 2008 Timegate: Regenerations, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 500565, 
Atlanta GA 31150 http://www.timegatecon.org/
info@timegatecon.org Guests: Tony Amendola, John
Levene, Dr. Kevin Grazier, Lars Pearson, Louis Robinson,
Jana Oliver, Atlanta Radio Theatre Company , Mighty
Rassilon Art Players, Hyperdrive Benefits: Shelter for
Battered Women   

May 24 ScoutCon, Tampa, Florida Info: 13228 North
Central Ave. Tampa, Florida 33612 Ph: 813-872-2691 x116
http://www.scoutcon2008.com/ 
scoutcon2008@boyscouting.com Guests: Gil Gerard, Erin
Grey, Grace Lee Whitney, Sean Kenny, Don Marshal, Don
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Matheson, Gary Conway, Heather Young, Deanna Lund,
Gary Lockwood, Keir Dullea, Felix Silla, Mark Goddard,
Michele Matheson, Barbara Luna, Malachi Throne   

May 30 - Jun 1, 2008 Wrath of Con, Panama City, Florida
Info: 101 Queens Circle, Panama City, FL 32405 Ph: 206-
350-1273 http://www.wrathofcon.org/ info@wrathofcon.org
Guests: Jerry Doyle, Gigi Edgley, Virginia Hey, Richard
Hatch, Aaron Douglas, Tahmoh Penikett, Chase
Masterson, Robert Meyer Burnett, Andrew Probert, David
Wellington, Dr. Travis Taylor, Dr. Phil Plait   

Jun 6 - 8, 2008 Sci Fi Summer Con, Atlanta, Georgia
Info: PO Box 957203, Duluth, GA 30095 
http://www.sfscon.net info@sfscon.net 

Jul 18 - 20, 2008 MetroCon, Tampa, Florida Info: 4501
Manatee Avenue West #304, Bradenton, FL 34209-3952
http://www.animemetro.com/metroconventions/ 
info@animemetro.com Guests: Scott McNeil, Johnny Yong
Bosch, Greg Ayres, David Williams, Lauren Goodnight,
Doug Smith, Yaya Han, Ashley Clark, Eyeshine, Heroes
Alliance   

Jul 18 - 20, 2008 Vidcon, St. Petersburg, Florida Info: PO
Box 22134, Plant City, FL 33564 Ph: 813-982-9616
http://www.stonehill.org deb@stonehill.org

Aug 2 - 3, 2008 Ancient City Con, Jacksonville, Florida
Info: c/o Den of Dreams Books & Games, 805 Oak Arbor
Cir, St. Augustine ,FL 32084
http://www.ancientcitycon.com/
feedback@ancientcitycon.com

Aug 29 - Sep 1, 2008 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia Info:
PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph: 770-909-0115
http://www.dragoncon.org/ dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Sep 19 - 21, 2008 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ mailto:info@awa-con.com

Sep 19 - 21, 2008 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ info@awa-con.com Guests: Amy
Howard Wilson, Robert DeJesus, Emily DeJesus, Carl
Gustav Horn, Neil Nadelman, David Williams   

Oct 10 - 12, 2008 Necronomicon, Tampa, Florida Info:
PO Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33564-2213
http://stonehill.org/necro.htm RaggedyAnn@stonehill.org
Guests: Fredrick Pohl, Julie E. Czerneda, Rick Wilbur   

Oct 17 - 19, 2008 Spooky Empire Screamfest, Orlando,
Florida Info: PO Box 460574, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33346
http://www.spookyempire.com/ info@spookyempire.com
Guests: Malcolm McDowell, Angus Scrimm, Fairuza Balk   

Oct 31 - Nov 2, 2008 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO
Box 551437, Fort Lauderdale , FL 33355-1437 Ph: 954-
888-9697 http://www.vulkon.com/ 

Nov 7 - 9, 2008 Anime Supercon, Weston, Florida Info:
PO Box 4012, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33338 Ph: 954-882-
2950 http://www.animesupercon.com/ 
mike@floridasupercon.com

Nov 20 - 23, 2008 JaniCon, Jacksonville, Florida Info: 200
Beta Court, Deltona, FL 32738 http://www.janicon.org/
info@janicon.org Guests: Amelie Belcher, Steve Bennett,
J*Scape   

Feb 6 - 8, 2009 Florida Extravaganza, Orlando, Florida
Info: 4104 L.B. McLeod Rd., Orlando, FL 32811 Ph: 407-
650-3810 http://www.fxshow.com/ info@fxshow.com
Guests: Greg Grunberg, George Takei, Stephen
Tobolowsky, Nathan Fillion, Adam West, Laura
Vandervoort, Helen Slater, Nicholas Brendon, Elisabeth
Rohm, Zoe Bell, Tara Strong, Jake Lloyd, Ray Park, Orli
Shoshan, Jason David Frank, Steve Cardenas, Tonya Kay,
Mary Votova, Nell Wilson, Jeremy London, Marilyn
Ghigliotti, Tony Moran, David Harris, Brian Tyler, Deborah
Van Valkenburgh, Terry Michos, Brad Beyer, Kathy
Coleman, William B. Davis, Erik Estrada, Charles
Fleischer, Staci Keanan, Ellen Muth, Larry Thomas,
Michael Winslow, George Lowe, Jeffrey Breslauer, Debi
Storm, Joel Wynkoop, Lauren Chapin, Naruto, The
Enigma, J. LaRose, The Interloper 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List,
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/
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