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BBYY VIICCEE ADDMMIIRRAALL DAANNNNYY POOTTTTSS

Greetings, Programs! 

If much of this report looks to be a reprint of last
month’s report, I apologize... I’m working a crazy
schedule at work, and I’m doing this between
breaks :) 

Thanks to everyone who showed up at the USS
Blue Sun’s visit to the Birmingham Zoo. It
appeared to be a good turnout, and everyone
appeared to enjoy themselves! 

2008, as I just recalled, is the 20th Anniversary of
the USS Hephaestus. We launched as a shuttle in
September of 1988, and have existed continuously
as a chapter of STARFLEET that entire time.
That’s quite an accomplishment! This fall, during
out end-of-year celebration, I think we’ll have even
one more reason to celebrate! More on this as the
year develops. 

More on my throat issues. I saw the ENT Doctor,
and he can’t seem to find anything wrong, aside
from some seasonal allergies. So, for now, we’re
going with that. 

Work has has been crazy lately. We’ve replaced
one clinical computer system at work with another,
and I’ve been working 12-hour-a-day shifts to sup-
port it. I don’t know how nurses do it. My hat goes
off to them! 

We won three awards at the Region 2 Summit in
March: Best Electronic Newsletter, Best Newsletter
and the Intereactive Award for Personal
Achievement. It’s great that we continue to be at
the forefront of Region 2 after all these years, and I

have nothing but an exceptional crew to thank for
it. 

Next time you see Neil Yawn, be sure to congrat-
ulate him on his promotion to Commodore. Getting
one Flag Rank promotion is hard enough, but get-
ting a second one shows a level of commitment
and participation that few exhibit in STARFLEET.
Neil’s a vital asset to our crew, and deserving of
the promotion. 

It’s been a while since I’ve talked about the
Region 2 World of Warcraft Guild. It’s time to revisit
that subject! The World of Warcraft Guild is grow-
ing at an amazing rate! It’s a rare night that we
don’t have close to 10 people playing at the same
time, which is quite an accomplishment, consider-
ing that a year ago we didn’t have that member
people in the Guild! We’re gaining members at
almost a weekly rate now! 

More than a few people have asked me about the
recent letter sent by our President, Sal Lizard, to
all the members of STARFLEET. I can tell you
what I know, that Sal has apparently retained an
attorney for STARFLEET that has indicated some
issues that we have to address, and his letter was
an attempt to make us aware of what was going
on. I’m not sure that the letter accomplished his
goal, but I’m keeping tabs on what’s happening at
the International Level, and will make you aware if
there’s something more substantial to come. 

I’ll be seeing ya...
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It’s official; summer is here! While you’re relaxing on your deck or soaking up
rays at the beach, be sure you have your Anvils for summer reading. You can keep
up with all the news on the science fiction front, such as the new Star Trek
movie or future conventions. Check to see when your Starfleet membership comes
up for renewal. Also information on coming Hephaestus events (business meetings
as well as socials) is included. 

One particular event I want to mention is our ship’s 20th anniversary. In
September, 1988 our ship launched as the Shuttle Werner Von Braun. We’ll be cel-
ebrating this anniversary at our fall feast in November. More details later. 

Pat Hicks

The May Business Meeting was held at Kingdom
Comics in Hoover. 

Many upcoming events/dates were discussed and
agreed upon. The Spring Cookout was discussed
and all agreed it was a huge success. 

Danny spent some time going over the various hap-
penings in STARFLEET at the International Level. 

Much discussion about movies that had recently
come out and those that were about to come out.
Like, Ironman, a MUST see. Indiana Jones coming
out the 3rd week in May. 

It was announced that this year the Hephaestus will
have been in existence for 20 years. Our charter date
is September 10, 1988. So our Fall Festival date of
November 15, 2008 will now be known as our 20th

Anniversary Bash. 

Roy mentioned some neat changes at the
Birmingham Zoo. Kangaroos have been brought in,
The Sea Lions Exhibit has been renovated and you
can take a Camel ride. 

Pete reported the Region 2 Auction stuff is out of
the house! and as SFI QuarterMaster he is planning
on buying more stuff in the near future. 

It was announced that Flo Hurst has stepped down
as Chief of Engineering. 

Towards the end of the night the discussion went
back towards various movies and a good time was
had by all.

by Vice Admiral Denby Potts
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CCoommmmaanndd  SSttaaffff

DDaannnnyy  PPoottttss,, Vice Admiral – Captian

PPaatt  HHiicckkss, Captain - 1st Officer

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss,,  Fleet Captain – Second Officer

EExxeeccuuttiivvee  CCoommmmiitttteeee

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss, Rear Admiral

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn,, Lt.

SScciieenncceess

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieenncceess

VVaaccaanntt

NNaavviiggaattiioonn

PPeettee  MMoohhnneeyy, Vice Admiral

EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg

FFlloo  HHuurrsstt,,  Cdr.

CCaaddeett  TTrraaiinniinngg

HHaalleeyy  YYoouunnggbblloooodd  Cadet Apparent

MMaatttthheeww  PPoottttss,,  Cadet Crewman

KKaattrriinnaa  MMoohhnneeyy,, Cadet 3rd Class

TTaarraa  MMoohhnneeyy,,  Cadet

AAtthheennaa  YYoouunnggbblloooodd

UUnnaassssiiggnneedd  CCrreeww  aanndd  CCiivviilliiaannss

GGlloorriiaa  GGrreeeenniinngg,, Lt.

NNiicchhoollaass  MMoohhnneeyy, Ensign

EEddwwaarrdd  ddeeGGrruuyy, Lt. Comm

MMaarrkkAAddaamm  MMiilllleerr, Lt.

BBrreennddaa  MMiilllleerr,,  Lt. J. G 

OOppeerraattiioonnss

SSuuee  EElllleenn  MMoohhnneeyy, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

DDeennbbyy  PPoottttss,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

LLyynnnneettttee  YYaawwnn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

MMaarriinneess

NNeeiill  YYaawwnn, Brigadier, SFMD

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn,, Lt. Col.

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

DDeennnniiss  EEvvaannss, Captain, Chief

PPaatt  SSiimmmmoonnss, Captain

MMeelliissssaa  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

SSeeccuurriittyy

RRooyy  GGrreeeenn, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

CChhaarrlliiee  BBooaarrttffiieelldd,,  Crewman

MMeeddiiccaall

SShheeiillaa  BBeennttoonn, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD
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Date Event/Time Location
June 2 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
July 19 Summer Cookout Mohney’s TBA
Aug 4 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics 7pm
Aug 16 Social Meeting Mohney’s TBA

* Event still in planing stages, date and time and exact event tba
ALL EVENTS AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO THIS SECTION FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.

Starting Balance: 394.14

Expense:  (48.17)    (Anvil Mailing repayment)

Ending Balance: 345.97

Danny

deGruy (Individual) - 03/27/2008
Simmons (Family) - 04/12/2008
Hicks (Family) - 05/22/2008
Benton (Individual) - 05/24/2008
Greening (Individual) - 05/22/2008
Lindsay (Family) - 08/03/2008
Miller (Family) - 08/04/2008
Carr (Individual) - 08/04/2008
Mohney (Family) - 11/03/2008
Evans (Individual) - 11/10/2008
Yawn (Family) - 11/27/2008
Green (Individual) - 12/18/2008
Mangina (Individual) - 03/03/2009
Potts (Family) - 02/20/2010
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Alexander Courage Dies

Star Trek Composer, Emmy winner, was 88 by Jon
Burlingame

Alexander (Sandy) Courage, composer of the origi-
nal Star Trek theme and an Emmy-winning, Oscar-
nominated arranger for TV and movies, died May 15
at the Sunrise assisted-living facility in Pacific

Palisades, Calif. He
was 88 and had
been in declining
health since 2005. 

Courage’s fanfare
for the Starship
Enterprise, written
in 1965 for the first
of two Star Trek
pilots, was heard
throughout the
three original sea-
sons of the show
and has been
reprised in all of
the Trek feature
films and several of
the TV series,
especially Star
Trek: The Next

Generation in the 1980s and ‘90s. 

Courage’s eight-note brass signature for the
Enterprise may be the single best-known fanfare in
the world. When told that more people know it than
know Aaron Copland’s Fanfare for the Common Man,
Courage – in his typically self-deprecating fashion –
said that must surely be an exaggeration. 

He won a 1988 Emmy as principal arranger for the
ABC special Julie Andrews: The Sound of Christmas,
and received Oscar nominations (both shared with
Lionel Newman) for his adaptation scores for The
Pleasure Seekers in 1963 and Doctor Dolittle in 1967. 

He was born Dec. 10, 1919, in Philadelphia, but
moved to New Jersey as a boy and took up both the

piano and horn. He received his degree from the
Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y. in 1941,
then enlisted in the Army Air Corps and became a
bandleader at various bases in California and Arizona. 

After the war, he began working for CBS Radio,
composing and sometimes conducting for such
shows as Hedda Hopper’s This Is Hollywood, Screen
Guild Theater, The Adventures of Sam Spade,
Detective and Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar. From 1948
to 1960, he worked as an orchestrator and arranger
at MGM, including work on the classic musicals Show
Boat, The Band Wagon, Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers, Guys and Dolls, It’s Always Fair Weather,
Funny Face, Gigi and others. 

He also scored a handful of films in the late 1950s,
including Arthur Penn’s The Left-Handed Gun and
such drive-in fare as Shake, Rattle and Rock and Hot
Rod Rumble. But television became Courage’s pri-
mary outlet for composition, including various
episodes of M Squad, Wagon Train and The Alfred
Hitchcock Hour at Universal, National Velvet at MGM
and The Untouchables at Desilu. 

Much of Courage’s 1960s output was at 20th
Century-Fox, where Newman assigned Courage to
write music for Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea,
Daniel Boone, Lost in Space, Land of the Giants and
other series. He wrote a dramatic theme and over a
dozen scores for the Carl Betz legal drama Judd for
the Defense in 1967-68. It was his only other TV
theme besides Star Trek. 

In addition to his adaptation work on The Pleasure
Seekers and Doctor Dolittle, he contributed orches-
trations to such ‘60s musicals as Hello, Dolly! at Fox
and My Fair Lady at Warner Bros. He also orchestrat-
ed dramatic and comedic scores for composing col-
leagues including Adolph Deutsch (Some Like It Hot),
Andre Previn (Irma La Douce) and Alex North (The
Agony and the Ecstasy). 

Star Trek, which went on the air in 1966, became
his most famous work. In addition to the fanfare,
series theme and scores for two pilot episodes,
Courage composed the music for just four other
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hours of the sci-fi classic (two in the first season, two
more in the third). He did far more work on The
Waltons, scoring over 100 episodes in the 1970s and
early 1980s, plus four Waltons TV-movies in the ‘80s
and ‘90s. 

He also composed music for Apple’s Way, Eight Is
Enough and other series in the ‘70s and ‘80s, receiv-
ing an Emmy nomination as composer on a Medical
Center in 1973 and another as arranger for ABC’s
Liberty Weekend ceremonies in 1986. He also served
as music coordinator, and appeared onscreen as a
conductor, in Luciano Pavarotti’s 1981 film Yes,
Giorgio. 

As composing work in TV waned, Courage returned
to orchestration for old friends including John
Williams and Jerry Goldsmith. For Williams, Courage
orchestrated several scores including Fiddler on the
Roof, The Poseidon Adventure, Hook and Jurassic
Park. He also adapted Williams’ themes for Superman
IV: The Quest for Peace, and wrote many orchestral
arrangements for the Boston Pops during Williams’
1980-93 tenure as conductor. 

For Goldsmith, Courage orchestrated numerous
films including Basic Instinct, First Knight, The
Mummy, Air Force One, Mulan and, ironically, Star
Trek: First Contact and Star Trek: Insurrection.

Courage also wrote large-scale orchestral arrange-
ments for several recording projects, including Barbra
Streisand’s 1985 “Broadway Album,” opera star
Kathleen Battle’s 1991 Christmas album, and violinist
Joshua Bell’s 1998 “Gershwin Fantasy” album. 

He was among the founders of the Composers and
Lyricists Guild of America, the union that represented
composers and songwriters in Hollywood during the
1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s. He was also an award-winning
photographer whose photos appeared in such popu-
lar magazines as Life and Colliers. 

His third wife, the former Shirley Pumpelly, died in
2005. Survivors include four stepchildren and six
grandchildren. Plans for a memorial service will be
announced shortly.

“The City on The Edge of Forever” Director
Joseph Pevney Dies at 96

Joseph Pevney, 96, noted film and television direc-
tor, died peacefully at his home in Palm Desert, CA,

with his beloved wife,
Margo and family mem-
bers at his side. Pevney
retired to his home on the
golf course after a career
that spanned over 60
years beginning as a boy
soprano on the Vaudeville
circuit in New York City,
his birthplace. Real suc-
cess first arrived for
Pevney as an actor in the
hit Broadway play “Home
of the Brave.” Meeting his

first wife, actress-comedian Mitzi Green, they moved
to Hollywood, CA, raising their four children, Joel,

Jan, Jeff, and Jay. Pevney began his movie career as
an actor, most notably with his performance in “Body
and Soul”, transitioning to directing over 35 films,
among them “Man of a Thousand Faces” with James
Cagney, “Tammy and the Bachelor” with Debbie
Reynolds, “Away All Boats”, “Six Bridges to Cross”,
“Female on the Beach” with Joan Crawford,
“Crowded Sky”, and “Torpedo Run.” He also directed
hundreds of television episodes from “Wagon Train”
to “Star Trek”. He got a kick out of the fact that the
top three fan favorite “Star Trek” episodes were ones
he directed, among them “The Trouble with Tribbles.”
Predeceased by wife Mitzi Green Pevney in 1969;
wife Philippa Goodwin Pevney in 1996; and son
David Jeff in 1998. Survivors include wife Margo;
daughter Jan; sons, Jay and Joel; grandchildren,
Ryan and Amber, as well as three great grandchil-
dren. As he requested, no services are being held.
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Details On Star Trek Movie Ships 

Ships like the USS Reliant (STII), The Klingon Bird of
Prey (STIII), USS Excelsior (STVI), the Son’a Flagship
(Insurrection) along with the various Enterprises have
all been key locations for past Star Trek films. Now,
based on information from a number of sources,
TrekMovie.com has put together a summary and some
details on the ships of Star Trek (2009).

[MAJOR SPOILERS BELOW]

Even though there has been a lot of talk about the
early days of Kirk and Spock and Starfleet Academy, JJ
Abrams new Star Trek will be spending quite a lot of
time in space. This article will detail the four ship loca-
tions where much of the action will take place.

The USS Enterprise NCC-1701

As expected, the primary location of the film is the
Enterprise with the bridge being the key location on the
ship. About three to four out of the twenty weeks of
shooting took place on the bridge set. We will see the
ship under the command of both Christopher Pike
(Bruce Greenwood) and James Kirk (Chris Pine). In
addition to the bridge, other locations for the ship seen
in the film will be: sickbay, crew quarters, engineering,
a transporter room plus corridors and turbolifts. All sets
were built at Paramount with the exception of engineer-
ing which was done on a redressed industrial location. 

In the past, the interior look of the various Enterprises
regularly changed from film to film, and JJ Abrams
Enterprise is no exception. So far we have only seen a
sliver of the bridge from this photo taken during JJ
Abrams live chat with fans at TrekMovie.com.

The USS Kelvin

The Kelvin is a Federation starship from a generation
before the Enterprise and smaller than the Enterprise.
It is of a new ship class never seen before. The ship is
commanded by Captain Robau (Faran Tahir) with
George Kirk (Chris Hemsworth) as first officer. Locations
seen on the ship include the bridge (which reflects an
earlier design than the Enterprise and is a lot ‘busier’),
corridors, sickbay and engineering. 

The Romulan Ship

TrekMovie.com previously reported that the primary

villains of JJ Abrams Star Trek are the Romulans, who
come from the 24th century. They travel through time
in a ship, but the ship is not necessarily built for time
travel. The ship is commanded by Nero (Eric Bana).
The design of the interior of the ship is apparently dif-
ferent than traditional TNG era Romulan design and
said to be ’surreal.’ It is not yet known what the name
of this ship is.

Spock’s Time Ship

As reported before, the Star Trek film involves time
travel and elder Spock (Leonard Nimoy) traveling
through time. However (contrary to previous rumors
about the Guardian of Forever) Spock uses a Vulcan
ship specifically built for time travel. The ship is small
and has a crew of one (Spock). The film will feature the
bridge and also the ship’s ‘time core.’ It isn’t known
what the name of the ship is, and it may be that the
ship has no name. 

Other ship locations

In addition to the above four ships there are some
other ship locations that will be seen (and had sets
built). These are:

* Medical shuttle (from the USS Kelvin era)

* Transport shuttle (from Kirk’s time at
Academy)

* Federation Ship Bridge Simulator for
Kobayashi Maru Test (redress of USS Kelvin
bridge)

A lot of ships for one film

Note the above list may not be entirely comprehen-
sive, but is based on the best info available to
TrekMovie at this time. There are certainly more ships
which will be seen in the film’s space scenes. That
being said, there will be a lot of on-board ship action in
this film. A source tells TrekMovie that more ship interi-
ors were created for this film than any other Trek film
before. And unlike previous Trek films there is a mini-
mal amount of ‘redressing’ being used. The USS Kelvin
and the USS Enterprise are totally unique. All this
means that Star Trek will truly be (as co-writer Bob Orci
said in one interview) ‘a starship adventure.’
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Trek Honors Original

Zachary Quinto, who takes over the role of Spock in
J.J. Abrams’ upcoming Star Trek film, told SCI FI
Wire that the rebooted version honors the original
television series that spawned the franchise. 

“It was done with real
heart and real respect and a
real effort to honor the ori-
gins of this franchise, while
at the same time sort of re-
imagining those origins,”
Quinto said in an interview.
“People have been enor-
mously supportive of me
playing this role and of our
making this movie. We’re all
really excited about it.” 

While Quinto is apprecia-
tive of the support he’s

received from fans of the series, he said that the
most important thing to the filmmakers was to make
a good movie. 

“I feel strongly that we’ve done really good work as
a group, as a cast, as a crew,” he said. “And I don’t
really feel like any of us can or do concern ourselves
with anything other than making the best project
that we can possibly make. And the response that
people have to that is neither in our control nor can
it be a concern, because then what are we making it
for? The reality is, if we make what we know is in
our hearts, then hopefully people will respond to
that, and they’ll respond to the fact that it was done
with integrity and imagination and creative vitality.” 

Quinto first gained notoriety for his performance as
the villainous Sylar on NBC’s Heroes. He acknowl-
edged that the show was directly responsible for his
winning the role of Spock, originated by Leonard
Nimoy in the 1960s series and subsequent feature
films. 

“I don’t think I would have gotten the movie if I
hadn’t already been on the show,” he said. “It sort of
really helped me in that regard, as well. I think it
made me sort of a bankable commodity. Like, having

never really done a movie before, I think being a
part of a show as successful as this one gave the
studio the confidence to get behind me as the choice
for the role. Also, I’m sure J.J.’s and Leonard’s sup-
port helped.” 

Quinto is not the only connection between the
show and the Star Trek franchise. Heroes has also
featured guest appearances by former Star Trek cast
members George Takei and Nichelle Nichols. 

“I think it really started as sort of an inside joke,”
Quinto said. “It started in the writer’s room, like the
license plate on [Takei’s character’s] limousine was
the call letters of the Enterprise, and that sort of fos-
tered some buzz, and then with the casting choices,
then that sort of continued. I think they were all just
happy coincidences. I don’t think anybody set out to
intentionally draw those parallels. It just so happened
that they made themselves available, and opportuni-
ties were seized. And then, with me doing the movie,
I think it was just a happy stroke of serendipity.” 

Quinto nearly went on to describe the process as
“logical,” but stopped himself before uttering the
word because of its close association with the char-
acter of Spock. 

“I always do that,” he said. “When I’m going to say
the word ‘logical,’ and then I stop myself. There are
certain things that I can no longer do with as much
ease as I used to. Using the word logical is one of
them.” Star Trek is set to open on May 8, 2009.
Heroes returns to NBC on on Sept. 22 with a one-
hour clip show at 8 p.m. ET/PT and a two-hour sea-
son premiere at 9.
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Star Trek beams back

Urban says it’s fantastic to be part of revival 

It’s been the worst day of Spock’s life. It started
with his fiancee cancelling their wedding and ended
with him thinking he has his killed his friend, Captain
James T Kirk, in a duel.

Discovering
Kirk is not
dead, but
that Dr
Leonard
“Bones”
McCoy has
injected him
with a tran-
quiliser mak-
ing him
appear dead,
the ever-logi-
cal Spock
excitedly
grabs Kirk
and exclaims
“Jim” with a
smile.

“You can’t
tell me that ... you weren’t on the verge of giving us
an emotional scene that would have bought the
house down,” McCoy teases.

“It was merely my quite logical relief that Starfleet
had not lost a highly proficient captain,” Spock, who
has regained his stoic composure, explains.

“Of course, Mr Spock, your reaction was quite logi-
cal ... in a pig’s eye.”

The scene is from Amok Time, a 1968 episode of
the classic Star Trek television show which starred
William Shatner (Kirk), Leonard Nimoy (Spock) and
DeForest Kelley (McCoy). It’s a favourite of Auckland
actor Karl Urban, 35, who last month completed five
months of filming on a Star Trek prequel in which he
plays a young Dr McCoy.

“Amok Time’s about the relationship between Kirk,
Spock and McCoy,” Urban says of one of his two
favourite episodes.

“And I like how Bones saves the day.”

It’s been 17 year since the original Enterprise
warped off our screens, after 78 episodes, 22 ani-
mated segments and six feature films, leaving fans
with spin-off shows The Next Generation, Deep
Space Nine, Voyager and Enterprise. Despite inter-
stellar improvements in sets, costumes and special
effects, none of the spin-offs held a star to the one
that started it all with Kirk, Spock and McCoy.

“The essence of what (the late Star Trek creator)
Gene Rodenberry created is worth pursuing,” Urban,
who was raised in Wellington and now lives in
Auckland, says. “With the kind of advances with story
telling technology there’s a lot more we are capable
of doing these days. I think that since it’s been 17
years since Star Trek has been on the big screen. It’s
the perfect time to bring it back and show these
characters in their early years and get a bit of a back
story.

“To be part of a new wave or revival of the old Star
Trek is just a really fantastic experience.”

The new film also stars Chris Pine in one of his first
major roles as Kirk and Heroes star Zachary Quinto
as Spock. Urban regrets not having the chance to
discuss McCoy with Kelley, as Quinto did with Nimoy
regarding Spock.

“I guess in terms of the qualities Kelley bought to
the role, what I really respond to is his sense of iras-
cibility with a real passion for life and doing the right
thing, which was a great thing for Kirk. We would
have Spock’s logic and McCoy’s moral standing which
gave Kirk the benefit of having three brains instead
of just one.

“I am very thankful to have had such a legacy of
work to look at. It was really wonderful having
Leonard Nimoy in the film. He would not have been
in it, and given the film his blessing if he did not
think it was a worthy project. We were very privi-
leged to have him.”
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The man directing the film, dubbed Star Trek XI, is
Emmy Award-winning film and television producer,
writer, actor, composer and director JJ Abrams, and
the script is penned by Transformers scribes Roberto
Orci and Alex Kurtzman.

Urban says: “I have never worked on a film that’s
been as funny as this one. We were constantly crack-
ing up.”

Urban is best known for his role as Eomer in Peter
Jackson’s The Lord of The Rings trilogy. His early
career included a stint on Shortland Street.

“JJ is extraordinarily clever. He reminded me, as far
as his shooting style is concerned, of Peter Jackson
in the way he would place movement in the shot. He
had a bit of a quality that I respect in Peter.”

Urban admits to having his own selfish reasons for
wanting to do Star Trek.

“I really want to be part of a film that my children
can see ... there have not been that many.”

Urban’s oldest son Hunter, eight, is a fan, while his
younger son Indy, three, may well turn out to love
the fictional archaeologist he is named after.

Asked why he went for the role of a famously blue-
eyed character, the brown-eyed actor says it came to
him.

“After meeting JJ he said, ‘I would really like to see
you for this character.’ As far as the physical charac-
teristics are concerned, there are quite a few discrep-
ancies. The important thing is to create the very
essence and spirit of what these guys did back in the
sixties and creating that verve supporting this new
interpretation.”

While Urban is yet to see a rough cut of the film,
he says it will have the Star Trek feel while being like
nothing fans have seen before.

“If you were watching the 60s TV series it would be
like you were listening to it on the radio before and
now you are going to see it in high definition.”

Urban’s comments are particularly interesting since
the pilot episode, The Cage, was filmed in black and
white, but by the time the original series went into
production television had made the transition to
colour and Star Trek became known for its bright
coloured yellow, blue and red uniforms and control
panels.

While the release of Star Trek XI is a year off,
thanks to the special effects required in post-produc-
tion, Urban is pushing for a New Zealand premiere in
aid of the charity KidsCan. And he won’t rule out
returning to the role for future films, or even a new
television series.

“I would dearly love the opportunity to carry on
with that cast.

“They are really wonderful, but it’s a bit too early to
speculate on things. We really have everything going
for us.”

Whatever the future may bring for Urban, he says
he intends to remain New Zealand based. “This is my
home.”
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Enterprising times for Shatner

William Shatner has long been a cult figure for thousands of
Star Trek fans across the globe, but the actor’s life is still full of
drama, as Hannah Stephenson discovers 

AS CAPTAIN James T
Kirk, William Shatner
has long been a cult
figure across the
globe, attracting
legions of Trekkies
who chart his every
move.

Of course he has
moved on to do other
successful shows
including TJ Hooker in
the 1980s and more
recently Boston Legal,
as oddball attorney
Denny Crane. But to
most of us he will
always be Captain
Kirk.

So cultish has he
become that a new
word has emerged to

describe his acting style – ‘shatnerian’. In Star Trek he was
famed for his infamous lengthy dramatic pauses, of which he
was never aware.

To some, he may seem slightly eccentric. He sold his kidney
stone to an online casino for $75,000 in 2006 to raise money for
charity and if you see some of his weird musical performances
on YouTube you might wonder if he’s left part of his brain on
another planet.

Indeed, George Clooney picked Shatner’s rendition of Lucy In
The Sky With Diamonds as one of the few things he would take
with him if he were marooned on a desert island.

“If you listen to this song, you will hollow out your own leg and
make a canoe out of it to get off the island,” Clooney explained.

We met to discuss Shatner’s autobiography, Up Till Now, a
humorous, self-deprecating look at his career, featuring some
hilarious anecdotes, from his early days as a classical
Shakespearean actor, touring in Canadian rep and gaining atten-
tion on Broadway, but not necessarily for the right reasons.

He turned The World Of Suzie Wong, which was supposed to
be a serious love story, into a comedy when he speeded up his
lines.

“Just by speaking faster and putting emphasis on different
words I shortened the play by 15 minutes – and people began to
laugh. I love you, had become, I love you?”

His memoir is peppered with such humorous anecdotes, yet
speaking to him, there isn’t the spark of off-the-wall humour
which is ever-present in the book.

Inevitably we turn to the subject of Star Trek and the fact that
he hasn’t been asked to appear in the forthcoming movie, Star
Trek, out next year. His long-time friend, Leonard Nimoy, who
plays Mr Spock, is the only original cast member in the new film.

“I find it peculiar that I wasn’t asked,” he says. “It was a great
role that was written for me and as I aged, they aged the cap-
tain. I know that the director and producer JJ Abrams is a nice
guy. I wasn’t hurt, but I was puzzled. I didn’t need the movie as
a crutch professionally because I have so much to do but I’m
amazed they didn’t solve the storytelling problems to incorporate
me.”

While only three series of Star Trek were made between 1966-
69, it wasn’t until years later, when Paramount sold the series to
many local TV stations, that the fans started coming out of the
woodwork to amass, like an army of Klingons, at Star Trek con-
ventions in order to catch a glimpse of their heroes from the
starship Enterprise.

No one realised what a success the show would become, he
says.

“It was workaday, nobody had the slightest idea that this
would last longer than the moment they said ‘Cut’. It only hap-
pened six or seven years later when the show was syndicated. I
was flabbergasted.”

He went on to star in seven of the Star Trek movies and
appear at sci-fi conventions, but only latterly discovered how dis-
liked he was by some cast members.

“Leonard Nimoy to this day remains my dearest friend, but
there were two or three people who were dissatisfied for reasons
I’ve never really discovered to this day. There must be something
really deep-seated.”

One of those people was Nichelle Nichols, who played Uhura,
who accused him of being completely self-absorbed and taking
lines away from the rest of the cast.

“I felt badly because you don’t want anybody not liking you but
also I had no awareness of it,” he says now.

Shatner, whose ancestors were a mix of Polish, Austrian and
Hungarian Jews, grew up in Montreal, Canada. His father, who
had emigrated from eastern Europe when he was 14, made
cheap suits for French-Canadian clothing stores. His mother was
an elocution teacher. The hard work ethic inevitably rubbed off
on the budding actor, who is still reluctant to turn jobs down.

He has done stage and TV dramas, hosted documentaries and
game shows, appeared in commercials, done voice-overs, charity
appearances, conventions, horse and dog shows, made weird
albums such as The Transformed Man and Has Been (which have
also achieved cult status) and is now a regularly visited subject
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-
mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the
evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).
When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to
include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-
wide listing can be viewed online at:
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,

dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at
11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to
Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of
three months time between your submission and the con-
vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to
the list, including: Tiziano De Santis, Ric Manns, Per
Malm, Scott Anderson, Melea Fowler, Tommy Brunswick,

on YouTube and MySpace. He also remains the face of
Priceline.com, the online auctioning site.

For much of his career he has taken on jobs which, he knows,
may not have been the best choices, but they paid the bills.

“I needed to work,” he explains. “When I wasn’t acting I was
doing everything I could to put money in the bank. I wish I had-
n’t done bad movies but then I was glad to get paid for it.”

Shatner, 77, has been married four times and has three daugh-
ters from his first marriage. His first two marriages were to
struggling actresses who were less successful than him.

“There was envy and resentment, tempered by love and affec-
tion, but as the years went by chinks in the armour appeared.”

His third marriage, to model Nerine Kidd, ended in tragedy
when Shatner found her drowned in their swimming pool in
August, 1999. He had already filed for divorce, unable to cope
with her alcoholism.

“I went into shock. It took me months to come out of it.
There’s a pattern to grieving. It starts with denial, then rage,
then acceptance. I went through it all.”

He sought counselling immediately after her death but doesn’t
know if it helped.

“The pain is so extreme for such a long time. I don’t know if
counselling assuaged it or whether it was just the passage of
time.

“Of course I felt guilty. Was there something I could have
done? Did I do something wrong? One feels that there was

something more that could have been done, but you have to for-
give yourself at some point.”

There were many letters of condolence, one from a horse train-
er he knew vaguely, who wrote that she had lost her husband to
cancer and offering to help.

“By that time I was fearfully lonely and reaching out. Elizabeth
was the perfect person for me to reach towards. She was my
great fortune.”

Elizabeth later became his wife, with whom he is still blissfully
happy. They live in Los Angeles.

Looking forward to the future, Shatner is hoping that Boston
Legal will be commissioned for another series.

“Denny Crane is a whole different set of problems that I’m
equipped to solve as an actor. I can relax in it. From that point of
view I’m enjoying Denny Crane more than I did Captain Kirk.”

Away from TV, he has a 360-acre horse farm in Kentucky and a
horse-breeding business, but there are lots of other things going
on, he enthuses, including his new DVD called Gonzo Ballet,
(danced to six of his songs), a talk show on US television and a
movie script he’s commissioned.

The fear he had of never working again seems to have sub-
sided, for now.

“But I’m having such a good time it’s difficult to say no to any-
thing,” he says with a smile.

Up Till Now, by William Shatner, is published by Sidgwick &
Jackson. Priced
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Audree Harper, Kyle Y. Thomas, Chew Toy, Ivarr
Brokksson, Jake W. Paris, Stephen Clark, Ann Towey, MJ
Coates, Charles Fewlass, Jeff Waldridge, Ted Johnson,
Evan Cass, Neal Gibson, Terry Fitzpatrick, Tam R.
Czarnik, MD, Brian Greene, Nick Winks, Terry Meadows,
Ann Towey, D-chan, Mark Marmor and Laura Inglis  

Jun 6 - 8, 2008 Sci Fi Summer Con, Atlanta, Georgia
Info: PO Box 957203, Duluth, GA 30095 
http://www.sfscon.net info@sfscon.net 

Jul 18 - 20, 2008 MetroCon, Tampa, Florida Info: 4501
Manatee Avenue West #304, Bradenton, FL 34209-3952
http://www.animemetro.com/metroconventions/ 
info@animemetro.com Guests: Scott McNeil, Johnny Yong
Bosch, Greg Ayres, David Williams, Lauren Goodnight,
Doug Smith, Yaya Han, Ashley Clark, Eyeshine, Heroes
Alliance   

Jul 18 - 20, 2008 Vidcon, St. Petersburg, Florida Info: PO
Box 22134, Plant City, FL 33564 Ph: 813-982-9616
http://www.stonehill.org deb@stonehill.org
Aug 2 - 3, 2008 Ancient City Con, Jacksonville, Florida
Info: c/o Den of Dreams Books & Games, 805 Oak Arbor
Cir, St. Augustine ,FL 32084
http://www.ancientcitycon.com/
feedback@ancientcitycon.com

Aug 29 - Sep 1, 2008 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia Info:
PO Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph: 770-909-0115
http://www.dragoncon.org/ dragoncon@dragoncon.org

Sep 19 - 21, 2008 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ mailto:info@awa-con.com

Sep 19 - 21, 2008 Anime Weekend Atlanta, Atlanta,
Georgia Info: PO Box 13544, Atlanta, GA 30324-0544
http://www.awa-con.com/ info@awa-con.com Guests: Amy
Howard Wilson, Robert DeJesus, Emily DeJesus, Carl
Gustav Horn, Neil Nadelman, David Williams   

Oct 10 - 12, 2008 Necronomicon, Tampa, Florida Info:
PO Box 2213, Plant City, FL 33564-2213
http://stonehill.org/necro.htm RaggedyAnn@stonehill.org
Guests: Fredrick Pohl, Julie E. Czerneda, Rick Wilbur   

Oct 17 - 19, 2008 Spooky Empire Screamfest, Orlando,
Florida Info: PO Box 460574, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33346
http://www.spookyempire.com/ info@spookyempire.com

Guests: Malcolm McDowell, Angus Scrimm, Fairuza Balk   

Oct 31 - Nov 2, 2008 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO
Box 551437, Fort Lauderdale , FL 33355-1437 Ph: 954-
888-9697 http://www.vulkon.com/ 

Nov 7 - 9, 2008 Anime Supercon, Weston, Florida Info:
PO Box 4012, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33338 Ph: 954-882-
2950 http://www.animesupercon.com/ 
mike@floridasupercon.com

Nov 20 - 23, 2008 JaniCon, Jacksonville, Florida Info: 200
Beta Court, Deltona, FL 32738 http://www.janicon.org/
info@janicon.org Guests: Amelie Belcher, Steve Bennett,
J*Scape   

Feb 6 - 8, 2009 Florida Extravaganza, Orlando, Florida
Info: 4104 L.B. McLeod Rd., Orlando, FL 32811 Ph: 407-
650-3810 http://www.fxshow.com/ info@fxshow.com
Guests: Greg Grunberg, George Takei, Stephen
Tobolowsky, Nathan Fillion, Adam West, Laura
Vandervoort, Helen Slater, Nicholas Brendon, Elisabeth
Rohm, Zoe Bell, Tara Strong, Jake Lloyd, Ray Park, Orli
Shoshan, Jason David Frank, Steve Cardenas, Tonya Kay,
Mary Votova, Nell Wilson, Jeremy London, Marilyn
Ghigliotti, Tony Moran, David Harris, Brian Tyler, Deborah
Van Valkenburgh, Terry Michos, Brad Beyer, Kathy
Coleman, William B. Davis, Erik Estrada, Charles
Fleischer, Staci Keanan, Ellen Muth, Larry Thomas,
Michael Winslow, George Lowe, Jeffrey Breslauer, Debi
Storm, Joel Wynkoop, Lauren Chapin, Naruto, The
Enigma, J. LaRose, The Interloper 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List,
http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/
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