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BY VICE ADMIRAL DANNY POTTS

Once again, the R2 Summit has come and left, and

there's always good news to report! 

First off, congratulations to Pete Mohney for being

awarded the rank of Admiral! This is the highest rank

you can attain in STARFLEET, and I can't think of

another person more deserving of it than Pete. I can't

remember a time since I've known Pete that he was-

n't involved in STARFLEET in some fashion, either as

Commanding Officer, Regional Coordinator, Chief of

Recruiting, Quartemaster... The list of jobs goes on-

and-on. Take a moment to salute the new Admiral

next time you see him! 

The Hephaestus managed to win a few awards this

year as well.  The Anvil won two awards: Best

Electronic Newsletter, and Best overall Newsletter.

Matthew Potts won the Junior Member of the Year for

2008. Both Pete Mohney and myself were awarded

Certificates of Appreciation. In a Region the size of

Region 2, it's a great honor to win any award, but to

win multiples every year just shows the level of com-

mitment this chapter has. 

For the last few months, I've been talking about

iMagiCon, and it finally took place. I've heard nothing

but good news and reports from people who attend-

ed, and it seems this new convention has a chance

of making it in the long-run. Great job to the folks that

produced it. 

The USS Hephaestus web site has been updated

with a new tool and a new look. The web address is

the same, http://www.ussheph.org, but the look-and-

feel is very different. You'll be able to download Anvils

all the way back to the year 2000 now, which is a big

bonus to the new site. There's links to photos of pre-

vious events, and I hope to start putting some original

content there as well. 

One last piece of business. I've been in a Command

position on this chapter, in this Region, or at the

International level of STARFLEET since 6 weeks

after I joined STARFLEET back in 1994. Fifteen

years now that I've held some sort of com-

mand/leadership position. It's time to let someone

else take the reigns. I've enjoyed being the

Commanding Officer, but I want to see the chapter

move in new directions, and I really only think that

can happen if new people step up and lead. 

Therefore, at the end of April, I'll be stepping down as

Commanding Officer of the USS Hephaestus.

Beginning in May, we will begin accepting nomina-

tions for Commanding Officer, and in June we will

proceed to the election of the nominated candidates.

Assuming no runoff if needed, the new Commanding

Officer will take the reigns at the July Business

Meeting. 

I'm not leaving, or going anywhere. I'm just taking a

break from this role. I don't think anyone would

believe me if I said I was going to retire completely,

though. I'll find something to pass the time, I'm sure!
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Spring is in full bloom with dogwood trees, Bradford pear

trees, azaelas, purple plum and others providing splashes

of color everywhere. Recently I saw the beginnings of this

canvas on the way to Jackson, Mississippi for the Region

2 Summit.  I must say I enjoyed this Summit mor than

other recent ones, probably because I participated in more

activities. Friday night I went to the Admiral’s Dinner at

Sonny’s Barbeque, then  I played in the Dalmuti

Tournament. Amazingly enough, I came in second (I was

the Lesser Dalmuti.) That was fun! 

Saturday, I was honored to participate in the Final

Mission as a flag bearer. The Final Mission is a ceremony

to honor those people connected with Starfleet and Star

Trek who passed away the previous year. It was a very

moving ceremony and I was proud to be a part of it. 

Then at the banquet, I proudly accepted several awards

for the Hephaestus and her crew. We received the Best

Electronic Newsletter award and the Newsletter of the Year

award. Congratulations,Dennis!  Our CO Danny received a

Certificate of Appreciation for providing leadership in enter-

tainment. Congratulations, Danny! And The Junior Member

of the Year award went to Matthew Potts. Way to go,

Matthew! We’re proud of you. Finally, Neil Yawn received a

Marine Award for his exemplary service to his Marine unit.

Congratulations to Neil. 

On the local scene, I know you’ve seen Pete’s

announcement about the Spring Cookout coming up April

18. I’m looking forward to it and hope to see all of you

there. So make your plans now to join us at Pete and Sue

Ellens. Also, mark July  18 on your calendar. That’s the

date for the Captain’s Cookout, our summer event.  Pete

will be posting details about the event later on. That’s it

folks. See you at the cookout.  Pat Hicks

Greetings,

I have been thinking of things to add to the Anvil

each month.  I had the idea of a monthly movie

review.  If you are interested in taking on this

task once a month please contact me about it via

my email address TheAnvil@charter.net.  

The Deadline for the next issue of TheAnvil is

Tuesday April 28th.  Please get your articles to

me by that time.

With the Summit coming up in March it means

some will likely be getting promotions.  Please

check your info in The Anvil and make sure it is

correct.  If you find an error please report it so

we can get this corrected.  

Until next month,

Dennis
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Command Staff

Danny Potts, Vice Admiral – Captian

Pat Hicks, Captain - 1st Officer

Dennis Evans, Fleet Captain – Second Officer

Executive Committee

Sue Ellen Mohney, Captain

Denby Potts, Rear Admiral

Pete Mohney Vice Admiral

Sciences

Roy Green, Brigadier - Archaeology and Anthropology

Computer Sciences

Vacant

Navigation

Pete Mohney, Vice Admiral

Engineering

Flo Hurst, Cdr.

Cadet Training

Haley Youngblood Cadet Apparent

Matthew Potts, Cadet Crewman

Katrina Mohney, Cadet 3rd Class

Tara Mohney, Cadet

Athena Youngblood

Unassigned Crew and Civilians

Gloria Greening, Lt.

Nicholas Mohney, Ensign

Edward deGruy, Lt. Comm

MarkAdam Miller, Lt.

Brenda Miller, Lt. J. G 

Operations

Sue Ellen Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Denby Potts,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Sheila Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Lynnette Yawn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Neil Yawn, Brigadier General, SFMD

Roy Green, Brigadier

Sheila Benton, Lt. Col.

Communications

Dennis Evans, Captain, Chief

Pat Simmons, Captain

Melissa Boartfield, Crewman

Security

Roy Green, Brigadier, Security Intelligence, Chief

Charlie Boartfield, Crewman

Medical

Sheila Benton, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD
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Date Event/Time Location

April 6 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics

April 18 Social Meeting Mohney’s

May 4 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics

May 16 Social Meeting Mohney’s

* Event still in planing stages, date and time and exact event tba

ALL EVENTS AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO THIS SECTION FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.

Hicks family 5/22/09

Greening 5/22/09

Samuelson 6/02/09

Simmons family 6/22/09

Miller family 8/26/09

Carr 8/31/09

Mohney family 11/03/09

Yawn family 11/30/09

Evans 12/31/09

Potts family 2/20/10
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by David Reddick

Gene’s Journal is the property of David

Reddick.  Reprinting without expressed per-

mission is prohibitited.
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Nathan Fillion/Castle
bt Markadam Miller

This has nothing to with Star Trek, or Sci-Fi for that
matter.  I liked Nathan Fillion (Captain Malcom ‘Mal’

Reynolds) in the series Firefly
and the movie “Serenity”.  So,
when I saw him in a commer-
cial for a new series on ABC
called “Castle” I had to tune
in.  I missed the pilot but was
able to see the second
episode on a Monday night.
That episode so hooked me
that I went on line and
watched the pilot.  Now three
episodes into it, I have not
been disappointed.  It is a

mystery/police drama show.  I feel it has a new
catch that is different than others out there. I would
like to recommend that you at least catch one of the
episodes.

The story line has Richard Castle (Fillion) as a
famous author that has writer’s block.  Then dead
bodies start showing up that look like scenes out of
his novels and the NYPD call him in for questioning.
When Detective Kate Beckett (Stana Katic) interviews
him, Castle becomes enamored with the way she
does her job.  Castle asks to help on the case but
Detective Beckett turns him down.  This does not
stop Castle.  He just calls the mayor who is a big fan
and gets assigned to help.  Castle now has a new
muse in Detective Kate Beckett and is able to write
again.

The catch, that I feel is new, is that you see two
sides to solving the mystery.  The police detective
verses the arm chair detective.  Detective Beckett is

going about using police procedures while Castle is
looking at it as a plausible plot device. The rivalry
causes drama as well as comedy.

The cast is rounded out by several talent actors.
Susan Sullivan (Greg’s mother in Dharma & Greg)
adds to the comedy as Castle’s mother who is a fad-
ing Broadway star who is also an alcoholic.  Castle’s
daughter Alexis (Molly Quinn) acts more the adult
then her dad and grandmother Susan.  Laine Parish
(Tamala Jones), the ME and a fan of Castle’s, is will-
ing to give him any information she finds.  Roy
Montgomery (Ruban Santiago-Hudson) is Beckett’s
boss who has to strike a balance between getting the
job done and making the department look good.
The last two cast members are part of Beckett’s
team; Javier Esposito (Jon Huertas) and Kevin Ryan
(Seamus Dever) are dedicated officers but are not
above giving Beckett a hard time especially where
Castle is concerned.

James Patterson and Stephen J. Cannell had guest
appearances in the first show.  They play themselves
as poker buddies of Castle.  This added touch gives a
realistic feel to the show.  I look forward to each new
episode every week.   The only thing that could ruin
this is the writers trying to make a love relationship
between Castle and Beckett, which would change the
rivalry that they have between them.

Submitted by Lt. MarkAdam Miller 
(wolfgang64@bellsouth.net)
Please feel free to email me with comments on this
article. Use Castle Review in the subject line so I
know that it is from a USS Hephaestus member.

REVIEWS
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Paramount Pictures Gives Star Trek XII an
Early Greenlight

As Paramount Pictures readies the May 8 release of
its “Star Trek” franchise relaunch, the studio is mov-
ing forward with a sequel, and has hired Roberto
Orci, Alex Kurtzman and Damon Lindelof to pen the
screenplay.

J.J. Abrams, who directed and produced the latest
chapter, is onboard to produce the follow-up along-
side his Bad Robot partner Bryan Burk. No decision
has been made yet on whether Abrams will return
behind the camera for the sequel.

Orci, Kurtzman and Lindelof also are receiving pro-
ducing credit on the sequel.

Story is still in the embryonic stage, but the trio are
aiming to deliver their script to the Melrose studio
by Christmas for what would likely be a summer
2011 release.

“There’s obviously a lot of hubris involved in signing
on to write a sequel of a movie that hasn’t even
come out yet,” said Lindelof, co-creator with Abrams

of ABC’s “Lost” who produced the upcoming “Trek”
but did not contribute to Orci and Kurtzman’s
screenplay. “But we’re so excited about the first one
that we wanted to proceed.”

As for potential storylines, Kurtzman stressed that
the writing team will wait to take a cue from fan
reaction about which direction to go.

“Obviously we discussed ideas, but we are waiting
to see how audiences respond next month,” he
said. “With a franchise rebirth, the first movie has
to be about origin. But with a second, you have the
opportunity to explore incredibly exciting things.
We’ll be ambitious about what we’ll do.”

Though Orci and Kurtzman have worked together
as a writing team for more than 12 years, the duo
has worked with Lindelof on only one screenplay:
DreamWorks’ “Cowboys and Aliens,” which they are
currently writing together.

Paramount has high hopes for the “Star Trek”
relaunch, and is pulling out all the stops on the
marketing front. Studio began a full-scale campaign
six months before the film’s May bow.

‘Star Trek’ writing pair cling on to
their partnership

On a leafy hillside on the Universal Studios lot,
childhood friends Roberto Orci and Alex Kurtzman
share not just a bungalow but a single desk that sits
beneath large letters that spell out “C-O-F-F-E-E” —
vintage neon salvaged from an old diner. There, sit-
ting face to face and finishing each other’s sen-
tences, the screenwriters crank out tales of the fan-
tastic for Hollywood, including two of this summer’s
biggest popcorn films, “Transformers: Revenge of the
Fallen” and “Star Trek,” as well as Fox’s eerie hit
series “Fringe.”

The two met in their senior year at Crossroads
School for Arts & Sciences, the Santa Monica private

school that lists Amy Pascal, Michael Bay, Jack Black
and Gwyneth Paltrow among its alumni, and their
great bonding moment was their mutual passion for
“sex, lies, and videotape,” the 1989 Steven
Soderbergh film that became a signature moment in
American independent film. There were, however, no
giant robots or photon torpedoes in that Soderbergh
script.

“We came from a place of passion for independent
films and imagined ourselves writing films like that,
but now, for better or worse, we have developed a
reputation as guys who write ‘big’ movies,” Kurtzman
said. “And I’d really like ‘good’ to also be an adjective
that’s used. I don’t think they’re mutually exclusive.
You really can do both.”

Perhaps, but the critics haven’t always been kind to
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their movies, which include “Mission: Impossible III,”
“Transformers,” “The Island” and “The Legend of
Zorro.” But in a town where screenwriters are often
viewed as interchangeable parts, they have become
a brand name and have even expanded into the role
of producers, a rarity for scribes. Their specialty is
science fiction that is brainy but crowd pleasing, and
they’ve become trusted wordsmiths for Steven
Spielberg, Bay, D.J. Caruso and, most notably, J.J.
Abrams, director of the latest installment of “Star
Trek” and creator of “Fringe” as well as shows such
as “Lost,” “Alias” and “Felicity.”

“What I admire about them is their work ethic,”
said Caruso, who worked with the pair on 2008’s
“Eagle Eye.” “They burn the midnight oil and support
your vision full force. Alex is intelligent and intense
and Bob can make any intense situation ridiculously
funny. What’s unusually cool about them is that they
have maintained the producer-writer power that they
earned in television and carried that over into the
feature film area, and that is extremely rare.”

The pair are candid about their desire to prove
themselves with less frothy fare in the future —
they’d like to reconnect with their old indie spirit.
Asked what they have to prove to the world, they
looked at each other. Kurtzman nodded to his old
friend: “You go first.”

“We’d like to write something that takes place on

Earth but only with human beings. No robots, no
aliens, no spaceships, no explosions,” Orci said.
“We’d like to prove all that time we spent learning
about characters actually allows us to write some-
thing sustained solely through character.”

Kurtzman grinned. “Yeah, I was going to say the
same thing.”

Kurtzman and Orci, both 35, met in a film studies
class and seized on the idea of becoming screenwrit-
ers with a focus that seems to take place only with
kids coming of age near the spotlight in Southern
California.

Although many writers are loners by nature, the
teens hitched together their careers and began
studying the dynamics of notable partnerships,
whether songwriting teams or business-world
tandems. They were especially intrigued by Billy
Wilder and I.A.L. Diamond, although they found
themselves in a much warmer friendship than that
historic Hollywood pair, who never really socialized
beyond the writers room.

“We approached it almost like we were in a band,
and we very purposely studied teams to find out
what are the pitfalls,” Kurtzman said. “Why do teams
break apart? Why don’t they work? We read about
teams that succeeded and started to kind of use
their language. One big thing that makes the wheels

Roberto Orci and Alex Kurtzman met in high school and have forged a reputation
for scripting blockbuster movies and eerie series.
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start to wobble is when someone feels that the con-
tribution isn’t 50-50. We make sure we live up to the
partnership. If we didn’t, we wouldn’t have lasted
this long.”

Now it’s getting personal

When you write about clones, Romulans and secret
agents, you usually don’t get to mine your own life
for material, but while writing “Star Trek,” the pair
made an odd discovery. In crafting the new cinematic
adventure about the Academy days of a young
James T. Kirk and Mr. Spock — before they hopped
on the U.S.S. Enterprise to boldly go where no man
has gone before — the writers saw something famil-
iar in the characters who represent fiery emotion and
cold logic. “We didn’t even realize we were writing
about ourselves until we were halfway through the
script,” said logical Orci, whose eyebrows give him a
sort of Vulcan mien. “That was a little embarrassing.”

Kurtzman is intuitive and lingers on crafting of char-
acters; Orci is a devotee of science and approaches
his work as if he were reverse-engineering the plot.
Orci said the “Trek” experience became a valuable
insight into their shared career.

“We’re from different worlds, Alex was born here,
and I was born in Mexico City and lived there until I
was 9. Kirk and Spock are opposites from two
worlds. That’s us in a nutshell. We’re drawn to each
by what each of us lacks. The story of this film is
about two guys who are such opposites that they
might end up strangling each other but instead they
bond and thrive together. That’s us. We can go warp
speed together.”

Orci pores over science magazines, medical journals
and oddball websites looking for ideas that can be
mined for “Fringe” or future projects. When they
write, Kurtzman has his hands on the keyboard, Orci
prefers to puzzle out stories in his head. Kurtzman is
melody, Orci is all rhythm.

This is a big year for the partners with “Trek” open-
ing May 8 and the Bay-directed “Transformers”
sequel on June 24. They also are executive produc-
ers of “The Proposal,” a romantic comedy starring
Sandra Bullock, which opens June 19.

They’re currently working on a film for next year
called “Cowboys and Aliens,” which is pretty much
exactly what it sounds like — beasties from another
planet landing in the Old West. That film, an adapta-
tion of a graphic novel, will not move the partners
any closer to the art house.

Orci chuckled and said: “It’s true, but we always try
to approach these big action movies from a place of:
Could you remove the robots and spaceships and
aliens and whatever it is and take that character
story and make an independent film out of that little
story? And if you can and then you sprinkle back in
the giant robots, you have something very unique.
It’s such an amazing feeling to sit in the theater after
you worked on a movie with the scope of
‘Transformers’ or ‘Star Trek’ and hear the audience
react to the visceral experience of a popcorn
[movie]. It takes us back to the way we felt when
we watched ‘Raiders of the Lost Ark’ or ‘Back to the
Future.’ “

The return of Spock

With “Trek,” the pair and Abrams are trying to win
over the famously passionate fans of the venerable
franchise with a whole new cast playing the crew. No
matter what they do, some die-hards will walk out of
the theater grumbling, but the team has one ace in
the hole: Leonard Nimoy is back as Spock (Zachary
Quinto of “Heroes” plays the younger version of the
Vulcan in the film). In fact, Nimoy is the only familiar
face from the franchise returning for the Paramount
reboot, and winning over the 79-year-old actor was a
huge hurdle for the writers, who with Abrams went
to visit him at his home.

When they arrived, Nimoy was giving off a “ ‘Who
are you guys and what are you up to?’ “ vibe,
Kurtzman said. “It was incredibly intimidating. By the
end it was very emotional too. We told him that we
couldn’t do it without him. We told everything and
how he was the key to the movie, that the story
doesn’t work without him. There was a very long
silence and he got misty.

“He had retired and turned down many offers to



USS HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS ONWARD11

THE ANVIL NCC-2004

return to this character, so this was asking the great-
est gunslinger to strap on the pistol one more time. .
. . His wife told us later that he didn’t get out of the
chair for several hours [and] that he was over-
whelmed by all of it and the decision.”

There’s a lot of humor in the film and a certain sex-
iness that is already stirring debate on fan websites,
which Orci and Kurtzman read religiously. Orci is a
zealous fan of the franchise with a deep knowledge
of its history, and the pair put plenty of traditional
touches in the new film, such as the furry and trou-
blesome Tribble that makes an appearance.

“It was scary to try to be funny, but we felt confi-
dant that we had to go for it,” Orci said. “In the orig-
inal series, humor and sexiness was a key part of the
show. It was in the middle of the 1960s and this lib-
eration of the young. And it was funny too.”

The pair learned much of their genre posture at
Renaissance Pictures, the shop run by filmmaker Sam
Raimi and producer Rob Tapert. Kurtzman got hired

there as an assistant in 1997 after college (he and
Orci went to different schools but stayed committed
to their partnership and screenwriting dreams). At
Renaissance, Kurtzman got to watch the making of
“Hercules: The Legendary Journeys” and “Xena:
Warrior Princess” and called his old pal to see if they
could try to write a script to show his bosses. Their
work on those shows eventually led to penning
scripts for Abrams’ “Alias.”

Now they veer back and forth between TV and film.
“With a series, keeping the quality high and writing
incredibly fast, that’s the first lesson you learn,”
Kurtzman said. “You can’t be real precious. When
you’re doing a feature film you have 2 1/2 months,
you sort of take your time. It’s a different animal.
We’ve learned to do both and we’ve learned it
together. We have our strengths, and that’s why it
works.”

Orci nodded and added: “He’s a much better
speller.”

Star Trek Zachary Quinto interview

Bonnie Laufer-Krebs: First of all I just have to congratu-
late you on everything that’s happening for you right now.
It’s great to see how Sylar, your character on Heroes, has
evolved. 

Zachary Quinto: It’s been such a ride you know, I’ve really
been constantly surprised by the experience and where they
take me creatively all the time. I remain as happy to be
working on the show now as when I first joined the cast,
that’s a nice feeling you know.

B: Last season we got to see a good side to Sylar but I
personally like the bad Sylar more. Is it a bigger challenge
playing him as the bad guy?

Z: I don’t know if it’s more of a challenge, it’s nice to have
something to juxtapose that side of him. 

B: Not only are you on this very popular TV show, but
come May we are going to see you on the big screen in
Star Trek. Was it something you went after? 

Z: Yeah, I mean I pursued it, when I found out they were
making it was right when my episodes of Heroes were start-

ing to air so I was doing a lot of press and the first journal-
ist that interviewed me from my hometown paper asked me
if there was anything else I was interested in working on,
so I mentioned it to him and then that interview got syndi-
cated and then other journalists started to talk to me about
it, so I ended up talking a lot about it before it even
became a reality or even the beginnings of a reality.

B: How did your meeting with director J.J. Abrams come
to be?

Z: The casting office had heard about me and my interest
in it so they reached out for my materials and shared it with
J.J. and we were able to send them my reels but and a
press packet of interviews that I had given talking about the
project and how much I was interested in it, so it was sort
of this unintentional momentum that was created which
then facilitated a connection with the casting director and
then also with J.J.

B: Star Trek was one of the biggest TV shows ever, with a
huge fan base. Were you a little nervous about taking this
on and how did you approach the role?

Z: I wasn’t really nervous because I was so surrounded by
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people that I trusted implicitly and who were supporting the
idea from the beginning, so it put me in a really nice posi-
tion to connect with these amazing minds and the creative
energy of these people, to trust that they would take me
where I needed to go and go with me on the journey,
Leonard Nimoy included, so it didn’t really engender in me a
sense of anxiety about it so much as excitement.

B: You’re playing Spock at a younger age and it’s the ori-
gins of the characters so it’s a new approach to the fran-
chise. After going to Comic-Con and doing interviews with
some fan based websites, what is the general feeling about
Star Trek?

Z: I’ve been met with tremendous enthusiasm, especially
now that more and more images from the movie are being
shared in trailers, and there’s a real momentum, there’s a
real excitement that I’ve experienced, so that’s encouraging.

B: What about your resemblance to the early years of
Leonard Nimoy?

Z: It’s pretty remarkable, I’ve been so blessed to get to
know him and that comparison I think is more than just a
specific thing—there’s aspects to him as a person that really
resonate for me, and he’s been a real inspiration.

B: How did he help you?

Z: He’s been there to answer any questions and was just
very supportive of me and this entire project. Plus he is in
the movie, so it just shows how supportive he is of the
whole thing. 

B: Do you remember the first thing he told you when you
found out you were going to play Spock?

Z: Well, we actually met in an elevator at Comic-Con and
he said, “You have no idea what you’re in for, kid.”

B: With the continuing expansion of the Heroes’ fan base
do you think the show will go down in history as another
amazing cult show?

Z: Yeah, my experience has changed accordingly in terms
of the exposure that Heroes has afforded me but I guess I
think Leonard’s perspective on it is lifelong and I think that
the impact it will have on my life overall is what he was
referring to. 

B: Do you recall what it was like for you when you put the
ears on for the very first time?

Z: It was all very cumulative, I mean the first time I put
the ears on it was a make-up test so they were working
with the material, making sure that they were durable
enough, make sure that they were appropriately shaped for

my face and head, it was a moment of clarity that this was-
n’t theoretical anymore, that this was actually something
that was happening.

B: How about when you put on the Spock costume? It
must have been tremendously gratifying to see yourself
completely made up as this icon? 

Z: Yeah definitely, there was this physical sort of transfor-
mation that took place over time. Right before we started
shooting I had to shave my eyebrows and that really for me
sort of drew it all together and put me in a physical space
to really be available to the character.

B: Plus of course, doing the Vulcan hand signal, getting
beamed… a childhood dream? 

Z: It’s all part of the package, and it was really very cool.
There were days on set I’d say to myself, am I really here
doing this? It was quite surreal. 

B: How was it working with such a fantastic cast including
people like Chris Pine, Simon Pegg, and John Cho, to name
a few of your co-stars? 

Z: There’s really not a weak link in the bunch and every-
body has such a great sense of humor, all those people you
just mentioned are all enormously funny and really talented,
and we had a really good time. For the most part we’re all
going through something for the first time together and
that’s really nice because there’s certainly actors in the
movie that have been around longer, are further along on a
path and have had experiences like this before, but the core
of us are really being connected through what this means to
us and to our lives, which is a really nice thing to be able to
share.

B: Was there anyone on the set that you connected with
and ended up becoming really good friends with?

Z: I knew Chris and John and Zoe (Saldana) before we did
this movie. Chris and I have a lot of mutual friends and we
live in the same neighborhood and run into each other a lot
and hang out. He and I are obviously on the same level of
what this means and really just committing to supporting
each other through it. So he and I are definitely quite good
friends and then everybody else also folds into that nicely
and we all hang out and spend time together.

B: Are you close with your cast mates on Heroes as well?

Z: We are, I feel really gratified to be in projects that are
so big in scale and so well regarded but also have a core of
authenticity with the people that are involved. Everybody’s
accountable to themselves and accountable to each other
and that’s not always the case in this industry, so on both
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fronts it feels really unique and special. 

B: What was it like to work with J.J. Abrams? He has one
of the most imaginative minds around. Are you a fan of
Lost?

Z: I have watched it sure; I’m definitely a fan of what he’s
been able to do in both television and film in terms of deep-
ening the notion of storytelling. I think J.J. is one of the
most creative, imaginative people I’ve ever had the pleasure
to work with and the thing that I marvel at most is he’s also
a really great guy and at that level of responsibility and
expectation he’s really able to plant his feet and have a
genuine experience based on creative connection and per-
sonal interest that is really phenomenal and unusual I think. 

B: Were you a Star Trek fan before making the film and
did you end up watching episodes just to kind of get into
Star Trek mode?

Z: No, not before I started the role. While shooting the
movie I would play episodes in my trailer and always have it
around. I got the boxed set of the series. So I watched it
once we started but I wasn’t really interested in trying to
recreate anything so watching the series didn’t seem like a
natural departure point for my preparation. I used Leonard
as a resource and I did a lot of my own reading and
research and my own work with the screenplay that Bob
and Alex wrote; that for me was the best way. 

B: While playing Spock did you ever any similarities
between him and Sylar?

Z: I think the only similarity that can really be drawn is
the fact that both of these characters are really dealing with
and working with deep-rooted internal conflicts and dualities
within themselves but they come from very different points
of view and they process those dualities very differently, so
I think the similarities sort of ends there, but for different
reasons they’re both working to keep control over aspects
of themselves and sort of understand the power of the dif-
ferent energies within them. But you know, when I was
doing the movie I feel like the embodiment of Sylar in that
character was very far away from me. 

B: What was it like to go back to the set of Heroes after
filming Star Trek?

Z: It was very familiar, it was a painless transition back to
something I was very comfortable in before I left and the
experience of the movie only made me more comfortable
going back. 

B: Although you are enjoying tremendous success from
Heroes, are you entirely ready for the attention you will be

getting once Star Trek gets closer to opening? 

Z: You really can’t get ahead of yourself, because no
amount of success or exposure or opportunity is going to
really matter or be ultimately fulfilling unless you can be
totally present in what you’re doing right now. 

B: Will we get to see more of you as Spock in other Star
Trek films? Are you signed to sequels if this one takes off? 

Z: Yeah, I’m contracted for more. 

B: So you won’t mind putting those infamous ears back
on?

Z: ( laughs) No, the ears are cool; shaving the eyebrows
is another story, ha ha. Yeah, right now for me the experi-
ence is all about this first movie and going through the
process of promoting it all over the world, sharing it with
people and seeing what else is generated from this experi-
ence. Other movies will come into place when they’re
meant to, when they’re able to. If that happens I’ll be excit-
ed about that as well. 

B: Back to Heroes for a minute, things have really been
intense for Sylar this season. Are we going to get to see
some retribution on Sylar’s dad?

Z: Meeting his father, it sets him off on a different course,
it makes him realize that he tends to be walking down a
road to end up just like his father; I think that triggers an
inner spark of motivation that returns him to some of his
more traditional power hungry ways. 

B: What was it like working with John Glover who plays
Sylar’s sick dad?

Z: John was great, he’s a phenomenal actor and really
supportive and cool, we were glad to have him for that
episode but I think the idea is that Sylar is going to leave
his father to his self misery and not to get satisfaction of
understanding that power again.

B: Thanks so much for your time, best of luck with Heroes
and Star Trek. 

Z: Thank you!! 
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-

mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the

evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).

When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to

include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-

wide listing can be viewed online at:

http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,

dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at

11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to

Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of

three months time between your submission and the con-

vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to

the list, including: Rachael Livermore, Cory Gilman, Lori

Miskoff, Mark Rounds, PaulFranc OSullivan, Margaret

Yeager, Mike Hart, Marla Gilman, John Kavain, Darren

Hann, Paul Aldred, Gilder McCarroll, Cathy Green, Kris

Harter, James Jackson, Loretta Painter, Mark Marmor and

Laura Inglis  

Apr 13 - 23, 2009 Sci-Fi Seas Cruise, Fort Lauderdale,

Florida Info: 1217 S. Powerline Road, Pompano Beach, FL

33069 Ph: 954-974-6040 http://www.scificruise.com/

WhoCruiser@aol.com Guests: Frazer Hines   

May 1 - 3, 2009 OutlantaCon, Atlanta, Georgia Info: 2582

Addison Drive, Doraville, GA 30340

http://www.outlantacon.org/ info@outlantacon.org Guests:

Lee Martindale, Joseph Carriker   

May 5 - 7, 2009 Florida Supercon, Weston, Florida Info:

PO Box 4012, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33338 Ph: 954-882-2950

http://www.floridasupercon.com/ info@floridasupercon.com

May 22 - 24, 2009 Oasis, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box

592905, Orlando, FL 32859-2905 http://oasfis.org/oasis/

sanmiguel@earthlink.net Guests: Peter David, Toni

Weisskopf, Johnny Atomic, Diamond Castle, Stop the

Chandelier , Frank Ng- Hired Gun   

May 22 - 24, 2009 Timegate, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO

Box 500565,  Atlanta GA  31150

http://www.timegatecon.org/ info@timegatecon.org

Benefits: Shelter for Battered Women   

Jun 11 - 15, 2009 Eyecon, Miami, Florida Info: PO Box

470742, Lake Monroe, FL 32747 Ph: 407-435-1288

http://www.eyeconfla.com/ submission@eyeconfla.com

Guests: Chad Lindberg, Fred Lehne, Steve Carlson   

Jun 11 - 14, 2009 Science Fiction Research

Association Conference (SFRA), Atlanta, Georgia Info:

Donald M. Hassler, SFRA Treasurer, 1226 Woodhill Drive,

Kent, OH 44240 http://www.sfra.org/ sfra2009@gmail.com

Guests: F. Brett Cox, Paul di Filippo, Andy Duncan,

Kathleen Ann Goonan, Jack McDevitt   

Jun 12 - 14, 2009 Sci Fi Summer Con, Atlanta, Georgia

Info: PO Box 957203, Duluth, GA 30095

http://www.sfscon.net info@sfscon.net 

Jul 18 - 19, 2009 Ancient City Con, Jacksonville, Florida

Info: c/o Den of Dreams Books & Games, 805 Oak Arbor

Cir, St. Augustine ,FL 32084

http://www.ancientcitycon.com/ ancient_con@yahoo.com

Sep 4 - 7, 2009 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO

Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph: 770-909-0115

http://www.dragoncon.org/ dragoncon@dragoncon.org 

Oct 30 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box 551437,

Fort Lauderdale , FL 33355-1437 Ph: 954-888-9697

http://www.vulkon.com/ 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List,

http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/
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