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BY VICE ADMIRAL DANNY POTTS

All Good Things... 

On July 18, the USS Hephaestus will hold the

annual Summer Cookout at the home of the

Mohneys. Festivities start up at 2pm, and will run

all day. All are welcome to attend, and anyone

who’s ever attended in the past will tell you it’s

worth it! 

Today marks my last official Commanding

Officer’s Report for The Anvil. By the time you

are reading this message, the new Commanding

Officer of the USS Hephaestus will be seated,

and the chapter will continue moving on and

having fun. 

That’s part of what I love about our group. As

Commanding Officer, Regional Coordinator and

Inspector General over the last decade or so,

I’ve seen a lot of chapters of STARFLEET that

seem to be at odds with each other all the time.

Some Regions don’t seem to be able to all get

together for a simple Summit. 

Not us. 

We stand as one of the rock-solid chapters in

this organization. We don’t seem affected by the

trials and tribulations that rock some groups of

this organization. That’s really a testament to our

closeness and togetherness. We’re *really* in

this for the fun! 

I don’t know that I leave any personal big lega-

cy. The chapter has never been under 10 mem-

bers. The Monthly Status Reporting percentage

is 100%. We win awards at every Summit, and

have members involved in many aspects of the

International organization. Yet, we had all those

things before I became Commanding Officer and

will likely continue to have them after I’m gone. 

Really, the chapter itself is its own legacy. For

over 20 years, this chapter has been a real, pro-

ductive and engaged chapter of STARFLEET,

which is quite an accomplishment. You, its crew,

are the ones to be honored. 

I, too, am honored. I’m honored that you trust-

ed me to lead you these many years, and I look

forward to paying that back by supporting our

new Commanding Officer as they take the chap-

ter in new directions. 

And for once, I won’t be ending my article with

‘Until next month...’ 

Wait... or did I just do it?
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By the time you read this, our country will have

celebrated another birthday. I hope that you and

your family had a wonderful July 4th. Summer is

definitely here, and with it come plans for picnics

and cookouts. Coming up on July 18 is our

annual Captain’s Cookout. Pete and Sue Ellen

are again graciously hosting the event. There will

be games, TV and a play area for the cadets. All

you have to do is bring your own entree; drinks

and sides will be provided. The fun starts at 2:00

pm. So mark your calendar and plan to attend.

I want to briefly mention a Region 2 event com-

ing in the summer of 2010. During the summer

months next year the Huntsville Space and

Rocket Center will have on display the official

Star Wars Exhibit displaying actual items used in

filming the Star Wars movies. Members of Dark

Silence station and the USS Blue Sun are invit-

ing region 2 Chapters to descend upon the

Space Center together to view the exhibit. Plans

are in the works and no date has been set. We’ll

keep you posted as more info becomes avail-

able.

That’s all this time folks. See you at the

Cookout.

Pat Hicks

Greetings,

First of all I would like to thank Danny Potts for

the time he has put into this chapter.  He has

been a vital part of our command for a lot of

years and has always done an outstanding job.

Thank you Danny!

We now have a new Captain.  Markadam Miller

has taken over for Danny and I wish to congratu-

late him and say we look forward to where he

takes this chapter.  I am sure he will do an out-

standing job.

I wish to apologize for missing my deadline for

this issue.  I had some computer issues with it

and it could not be helped.  I will try to not let it

happen again.

Please note that the deadline for the next issue

of The Anvil will be Tuesday July 21st.  Please

get me your submissions by that date.

Until Next Month.
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Command Staff

Danny Potts, Vice Admiral – Captian

Pat Hicks, Captain - 1st Officer

Dennis Evans, Fleet Captain – Second Officer

Executive Committee

Sue Ellen Mohney, Captain

Denby Potts, Rear Admiral

Lynnette Yawn, Lt.

Sciences

Roy Green, Col - Archaeology and Anthropology

Computer Sciences

Vacant

Navigation

Pete Mohney, Vice Admiral

Engineering

Flo Hurst, Cdr.

Cadet Training

Haley Youngblood Cadet Apparent

Matthew Potts, Cadet Crewman

Katrina Mohney, Cadet 3rd Class

Tara Mohney, Cadet

Athena Youngblood

Unassigned Crew and Civilians

Gloria Greening, Lt.

Nicholas Mohney, Ensign

Edward deGruy, Lt. Comm

MarkAdam Miller, Lt.

Brenda Miller, Lt. J. G 

Operations

Sue Ellen Mohney, Captain, Chief of Operations and Counselor

Denby Potts,Rear Admiral, Ships Stores Officer and Secretary

Sheila Benton, Lt Cmdr, Stampede Coordinator, SFMD

Lynnette Yawn, Lt, Ship's Galley Officer

Marines

Neil Yawn, Brigadier, SFMD

Roy Green, Col

Sheila Benton, Lt. Col.

Communications

Dennis Evans, Captain, Chief

Pat Simmons, Captain

Melissa Boartfield, Crewman

Security

Roy Green, Col, Security Intelligence, Chief

Charlie Boartfield, Crewman

Medical

Sheila Benton, Lt Cmdr, Chief Medical Officer, SFMD
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Date Event/Time Location

July 6 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics

July 18 Cookout Mohney’s

Aug 3 Business Meeting Kingdom Comics

Aub 15 Social Meeting Mohney’s

* Event still in planing stages, date and time and exact event tba

ALL EVENTS AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO THIS SECTION FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.

Samuelson 6/02/09

Simmons Family 6/22/09

Miller family 8/26/09

Carr 8/31/09

Mohney Family 11/03/09

Yawn-Youngblood Family 11/30/09

Evans 12/31/09

Green 1/31/10

Potts Family 2/20/10

Mangina 3/21/10

Hicks Family 5/22/10

Greening 5/22/10

Knighton 5/25/10



USS HEPHAESTUS ALWAYS ONWARD5

THE ANVIL NCC-2004

FONTS
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by David Reddick

Gene’s Journal is the property of David

Reddick.  Reprinting without expressed per-

mission is prohibitited.
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Nimoy Open To More Spock
Leonard Nimoy said this week he was happy the

latest Trek film finally pro-
vided his character with
the closure he felt had
been lacking — so happy,
that he wouldn’t even be
opposed to playing Spock
again. 

Nimoy said this in a new
interview with Starland,
although he immediately
cautioned the odds of him
being asked to return

aren’t very high: “I have no illusions on whether or
not they need me. They decided that they wanted to
make this film using Spock as kind of an anchor for
the story, which I think worked very, very well. They
don’t have to do that again. If they decide they have
a role for me to play I would be very interested in
talking to them about it. But I have every reason to
believe that they have established a whole new set
of characters and they can sail very well without me
and that’s fine. Either way is good with me. I am
very gratified that this has happened.”

The actor explained that he returned to the fran-
chise in the first place because he liked the vision of
director J.J. Abrams and screenwriters Orci and

Kurtzman. “My sense of them was very different from
the experience that I had had in the previous 12 or
15 years relative to Star Trek,” Nimoy said. “I felt,
frankly, that I was a sort of an outsider looking in for
many years. My conversation with JJ and the others
really gave me the sense that they were looking at
Star Trek the way I looked at it from the earlier years
on the original series and some of the better films
that we did. They were very much in touch with my
feelings about what made it work and they were par-
ticularly in touch with my feelings on what had
moved me and excited me about being Spock.” 

According to Nimoy, he actually felt closer to Spock
in this latest film than he even did during the time of
the Original Series. “It was a ‘performance’ during
the series years and during the film years because I
was far more human and emotional, in the broadest
terms, than the Spock I was playing - now that does-
n’t mean that Spock had no emotions; as we all
know, Spock had his own inner life. But what I was
playing was a very logical, very cool, rational Spock.
In this movie, my Spock has come to terms with
himself in a very comfortable way. So I see myself
u6p there as Spock now whereas Zachary did a won-
derful job bringing us a Spock character before the
Spock that I played in the original Star Trek series.
And, finally, at the end of this movie, we see him
arriving at the Spock that I played during the original
series.” 

4 Novels Based On ‘Trek XI’ Set For
2010

TrekMovie.com has just posted Pocket Books’
official novel schedule for next year, including
the revelation the company will publish four
books based on the universe of J.J. Abrams’ lat-
est Trek film. “You can’t see a new Star Trek

movie this summer, but you can read the books,”
is Pocket’s tagline for the new line, which will
include, among other stories, a book dealing
with the fate of the remaining Vulcans.
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Abrams: Doesn’t Want To Say Goodbye

Although it’s too early for J.J. Abrams to know

whether he’ll be back in the director’s chair for

Star Trek XII or not, his comments indicate that

he wouldn’t mind being involved with the fran-

chise for some time to come.

As reported by Collider.com, discussions have

only begun for Abrams regarding the sequel to

Star Trek XI. “We just started talking about

ideas,” he said. “We’ve just begun this process

so it’s so early that it’s insane to, you know, I

have no idea; but I would say that it’s that kind of

feeling that as we’re talking about stories you

start to salivate, like ‘oh my God I can’t wait to

do that!’ and so that feels good and my guess is

that as we continue it will become clearer how

we will plan out what will happen.  But it’s been

really fun, even the cursory discussions we’ve

had so far.” 

Working on Star Trek was a positive experience

for Abrams, due to his love for the characters

and having a solid cast. “I won’t be walking away

from Trek in any way in the next film and if we’re

lucky enough to get that made and, you know,

maybe do another one, I think there is a sense

of ownership...I love that world.  I love the char-

acters and we were so lucky to get the cast we

got so I just feel like, I feel too lucky to be a part

of this thing to say goodbye to it.”

And what kind of villain might the Star Trek

crew face in the next film? “Well, I’m open to

anything,” said Abrams. “We’ve had some really

interesting discussions so far but, you know, you

have to be open to everything to find the right

thing so the answer is sure, I’m open to that.  I

think in a story, it’s important to personify, some-

how, what you’re up against so it’s a tricky one

to figure out how to, like, fight evil wind!”

Foster: Writing The Star Trek XI
Novelization

Writing a novelization of a movie like Star Trek
XI can mean overcoming certain challenges to
do so, but Alan Dean Foster had some things go
his way when it came to writing the book. Plus:
Foster to write a sequel to Star Trek XI.

As reported by Wired, having a good screen-
play helped. “A movie like [Star Trek XI], too,
goes by so fast,” said Foster. “Unless you go
back and see the movie again, you miss a lot of
stuff anyway.  So, a book always goes at a slow-
er pace than a film, even if it’s a slow movie.
The book still goes at your own pace. You can
pause whenever you want and start it up again
whenever you want. But it is fun with something
like Star Trek where you have a good screenplay.

Where you can go back and you can fill in and
get in the characters’ heads and maybe you can
adjust some of the science and some of the
details as much as you can.” 

Writing the novelization means often having to
do so without getting to see the movie first.
Foster was fortunate that this wasn’t the case
with Star Trek XI. “Star Trek was exceptional,
because for the first time, I actually got to see
the finished film before I started the book,” he
said. “It’s never happened before, and it shows
you how well the production went. That’s not
something you read about in the paper. But for
someone like myself who has been around the
business for thirty-five years, to actually see the
finished film before I start the book, never hap-
pened before. They are always working on the
film up to the last minute.”
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To write science fiction means either having a
knowledge of science or else doing the research
to be able to write about it properly. “I have a
pretty good grounding in science,” said Foster.
“Just as an amateur. I’ve always been interested
in science and I always do...I pride myself on
doing that research. There is a lot of very lazy
science fiction out there. But you don’t need to
have a PhD in astrophysics or something. You
just have to be able to research your material,
and it’s surprising how many people don’t. There
were some scientific concepts in Star Trek that I
kind of wanted to elaborate on, if you will, and
so you go online, in the old days you’d go to the
library, and you go online and check things out.”

Foster explained why some things in the novel-
ization were a little different than seen onscreen,
such as the scene where McCoy told Kirk about
his divorce. “I wanted to make it a little more
subtle,” he explained. “I wanted the reader to
make the connection. Instead of saying ‘all he
had left was his bones,’ ‘all he had left was his
skeleton,’ and then the reader thinks ‘skeleton,’

‘Bones.’ So I was trying to be a little more subtle
about it. And they could have done that in the
film, too. ‘All he had left was his skeleton,’ and
then people in the audience said, ‘Oh, Bones!’
But everybody has a different way of presenting
these things. And again in the film they don’t
have time for reflection on these things. They
have to give it to you right up front because
they just don’t have time.”

Now that the Star Trek XI novelization is out,
fans who enjoy Foster’s work can look forward
to his sequel to Star Trek XI. “I signed the con-
tract, so that’s a go,” said Foster. “At least the
first step is a go. The second step is for Pocket
Books and Paramount to approve the outline...I
did a fairly extensive outline for the book which
has the tentative title of Star Trek: Refugees
which I can’t explain without giving anything
away. I mean, I just signed the contract. But
hopefully the outline will be approved since the
book is due in October.”  

Pegg’s A Dad!

As reported by Celebrity Baby Scoop and con-
tactmusic.com, Pegg became a father for the
first time last week, with the arrival of a daugh-
ter. 

“Hello all,” said Pegg on his blog. “As is being
reported by various news sources (don’t know
who told them, ‘cos it wasn’t us) we had a little
girl last week. Name, weight, time, place etc. all
belong to us and we won’t be going out of our
way to divulge them anytime soon. Rest
assured, everyone is well.”

Pegg is excited about his new status. “It’s the
most important thing to me,” he said. “I’m very

excited. I want to be a really good dad, a good
influence and a good role model - someone my
child can turn to, whatever the hell that
means...It’s all to do with your attitude and mak-
ing sure they stay grounded, but making sure
they aren’t deprived of anything.”

Born in the U.S., his daughter will be eligible
for dual citizenship. “It struck me that, technical-
ly, he or she could eventually become President
of the United States,” said Pegg. “The potential
is there!”

Congratulations to the Peggs!
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Kurtzman & Orci On Screenwriting,
Khan And... Viewmasters?

Screenwriters Alex Kurtzman and Roberto Orci
this week spoke about the way they craft film
stories even as they signed on for what may be
their unlikeliest project yet... a film adaptation of
the popular 1980s toy the View-Master. 

According to an article
in the Hollywood
Reporter, Kurtzman and
Orci would merely be
producing the View-
Master film, for which
Fringe writer Brad Caleb
Kane would be writing

the script. “It’ll be like the old ‘80s Amblin
movies: Goonies, Young Sherlock ... in that
vein,” Kane reportedly wrote in a Twitter post
before later taking it down. It’s not known what
kind of story could be based on a toy that’s
essentially nothing more than a way to watch a
slide show, but Kurtzman and Orci already have
some experience adapting toys into best-selling
movies, as they’re also responsible for the
Transformers franchise.

Besides the View-Master film, Kurtzman and
Orci will also be working on the next Star Trek
film, scheduled to be released in 2011. Speaking
to the Welland Tribune, they pondered whether
to introduce a new villian for the film or go for
an established character like Khan. Orci said
someone like Khan would immediately attract
the attention of “the media-sphere,” and the arti-
cle went on to float Javier Bardem as a possible
actor who could play the role. “[On] the other
hand,” Orci said, “who doesn’t love an original
story?” 

Finally, Screen International recently posted a
long profile of the writers, tracking their career
from Hercules and Xena to their current status
as Hollywood’s hot-shot writers. In the article,
they compared Transformers, which they
brought to the big screen for the first time, to
Star Trek, for which they had to deal with a
large amount of established background materi-
al. “You’ve had 10 movies, five TV shows, nov-
els, comics, 43 years of stuff and with that we
had to make sure it was a story worth telling.
Fortunately there was this unbelievable gap in
the Star Trek history of how Kirk and Spock and
the Enterprise crew come together.” 
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T.J. Hooker Headed To The Big
Screen

The William Shatner (James T. Kirk) cop show
T.J. Hooker will be remade as a film in which
Shatner might end up playing the father of the
character he originally played in the 1980s. 

Variety reported
yesterday that
Chuck Russell,
who directed The
Mask and The
Scorpion King, has
signed on to helm
the remake. The
story for the film
will be written by
Brent Maddock
and S.S. Wilson,

while original series creator Rick Husky will help

oversee the project.

T.J. Hooker starred Shatner as a tough patrol
sergeant determined to lock up the kind of crimi-
nals who were responsible for the death of his
partner. The show ran for five seasons between
1982 and 1986, first on ABC and then for a final
year on CBS. Shatner’s role in the series came as
part of the career renaissance he was enjoying
following the release of Star Trek: The Motion
Picture, after the long dry spell he found himself
in during the 1970s. 

According to Variety, the film will focus “on the
relationship between the title character and his
father.” With Shatner now being 27 years older
than he was when the series originally debuted,
the role of the father would be an excellent fit
for him, should he choose to get involved. 

Ryan Joins TNT’s Leverage

Jeri Ryan, best known to Star Trek fans for her
role of Seven of Nine
in Star Trek: Voyager,
will be appearing in
the second season of
Leverage.

As reported by TV
Squad, Ryan will por-
tray Tara, a “smart-
ass, street-wise con
woman,” who will be
a friend of Sophie’s
(Gina Bellman.) 

The role of Tara will

be a recurring role, although it is unknown in
how many episodes Ryan will appear.

Ryan joins other former Star Trek actors who
have worked on the show, such as Jonathan
Frakes (director,) Armin Shimerman, Brent Spiner
and Kitty Swink (the latter three on the “The
Juror #6 Job” episode.)

Another former Star Trek actor, Wil Wheaton,
will also be making an appearance in the second
season.
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Convention attendees: When calling conventions for infor-

mation, don’t call collect and don’t call too late in the

evening (many organizers list their home phone numbers).

When writing for information, it’s frequently a good idea to

include a self-addressed stamped envelope. A full world-

wide listing can be viewed online at:

http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy

Convention Organizers: Please send the events’s name,

dates, location, and contact information to Blair Learn at

11604 King’s Arrow CT, Germantown, MD  20876 or to

Fanboy@dactylmanor.org.  Please allow a minimum of

three months time between your submission and the con-

vention’s date.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed information to

the list, including: Rachael Livermore, Cory Gilman, Lori

Miskoff, Mark Rounds, PaulFranc OSullivan, Margaret

Yeager, Mike Hart, Marla Gilman, John Kavain, Darren

Hann, Paul Aldred, Gilder McCarroll, Cathy Green, Kris

Harter, James Jackson, Loretta Painter, Mark Marmor and

Laura Inglis  

Jun 11 - 15, 2009 Eyecon, Miami, Florida Info: PO Box

470742, Lake Monroe, FL 32747 Ph: 407-435-1288

http://www.eyeconfla.com/ submission@eyeconfla.com

Guests: Chad Lindberg, Fred Lehne, Steve Carlson   

Jun 11 - 14, 2009 Science Fiction Research

Association Conference (SFRA), Atlanta, Georgia Info:

Donald M. Hassler, SFRA Treasurer, 1226 Woodhill Drive,

Kent, OH 44240 http://www.sfra.org/ sfra2009@gmail.com

Guests: F. Brett Cox, Paul di Filippo, Andy Duncan,

Kathleen Ann Goonan, Jack McDevitt   

Jun 12 - 14, 2009 Sci Fi Summer Con, Atlanta, Georgia

Info: PO Box 957203, Duluth, GA 30095

http://www.sfscon.net info@sfscon.net 

Jul 18 - 19, 2009 Ancient City Con, Jacksonville, Florida

Info: c/o Den of Dreams Books & Games, 805 Oak Arbor

Cir, St. Augustine ,FL 32084

http://www.ancientcitycon.com/ ancient_con@yahoo.com

Sep 4 - 7, 2009 Dragon*Con, Atlanta, Georgia Info: PO

Box 16459, Atlanta, GA 30321-9998 Ph: 770-909-0115

http://www.dragoncon.org/ dragoncon@dragoncon.org 

Oct 30 Vulkon, Orlando, Florida Info: PO Box 551437,

Fort Lauderdale , FL 33355-1437 Ph: 954-888-9697

http://www.vulkon.com/ 

Convention data provided by Fanboy’s Convention List,

http://dactylmanor.org/fanboy/
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